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TO THE READER, 


Ta E Retations already publifhed of the 
Jate Military Tranfactions in India, compiled 
chiefly from Gazzettes, are too partial to give an 
adequate idea of the fkill and exertions of our 
Opponents, and too general to record the merit 
and the fate of indiyiduals in our own fleets 
and armies. It is the object of thefe Memoirs, 
at the fame time that they iluftrate the connec- 
tion of Military Affairs with politics, the na- 
ture and the relations of different actions to one 
another, and their influence on the general refule 
of the war, to defcribe not only our own, but 
the valour and addrefs of our enemies, and to 
particularife the merits and the hardfhips of our 
countrymen and others in our fervice for the 
promotion of their intereft, if they have furvived 
their fufferings; for perpetuating their names, 
if they have not; and, in both cafes, for the 
fatisfaétion or confolation of their anxious rela- 
fions and friends. 


22 Nor 


(iv) 
Nor is it to thefe only that the fate of men 
diftinguifhed by merit, or fuffering, or both, 
will be interefting. All mankind naturally enter, 
by fymphathy, into the fituation of one another; 
but particularly into that of the gencrous, the 
brave, and the unfortunate. The particulars 
relating to our officers and foldiers, who fell at 
different times into the hands of Hyder-Ally- 
Khan, and Tippog-Sultan-Bahauder, communi- 
cated by certain of thofe fufferers, and for the 
moft part by one gentleman, who perfevered in 
the midft of the utmoft danger, in keeping a 
journal of what paffed from day to day in the 
principal prifon of Scringap-tam, imprefs the 
miad with all] the force of a deep tragedy :—A 
tragedy continued by too perfect an unity of 
time and place, and of /uffering, if not of aéfion, 
for the fj ace of near four years; whiledeath, ac- 
cording to the image of our great claffical poet, 
“¢ fheok his dart oyer their heads, but delayed to 
“ ftrike.”—It is hoped that no reader pf huma- 
nity will be offended at the mention of many 
facts and circumitances, at firft fight, of no 
confideration. Though trivial in themf Ives, 
thcy doi.ve an intereft from their relation to per- 
fons in whom we are concerned, and to whom 
they were not indifferent. 


The 
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The Narrative of what happ-ned to our men 
under confincuinent with the Darbariuns, 1s not 
only affcétin:, but in fome m afure in’ rnc- 
tive. As natural conynifions ditcover ihe hid- 
den ftrata of the earth and orean, fo vini.nt 
moral fituations tear up and dif. lay the paffions 
and powers of the human foul. Th. fenfiv.lity 
of our captive country nen and fiends was 
powerfully excited, and the cn rgy of their 
minds called forth in moft ingcnious contri- 
vances to begutle the languor of toral inoccu- 
pation, to fupply conveniencies an! co nrorts, 

‘and, on fome occafions, to elude a fuddcn maf- 
facre. The ftrength of their fynpathy with 
one another; the relief they found, under 
ftrong agitation, in pouring forth, or in .dopt- 
ing ftrains of affecting thouyh unpolifh<d poe- 
try; the longing of circumcifed Euro, -ans and 
flave-boys, though in the cnjoyment of uncon- 
ftrained exercife and air and all the neccMaries 
of life, to join their countrymen in irons and ex- 
pofed to affaffination and poifon; that fudden 
impatience under confinement, and vehement 
defire of liberty which feized on the minds of all 
the prifoners on the certain and near profp.& of 
areleafe; the excitement of their joy incapable 
of compofure, and carried to painful exccis, their 
burfts of gratitude to the man to whofe exer- 
tions they owed their deliverance fiom confine- 


ment, 


(Cw) 

ment, and their -chief cenfolation under it; their 
anxiety to make fome pecuniary recompenfe to 
fuch of the poor natives as had treated them 
with kindnefs, &c. Thefe are mo wnrintereft- 
ing fubjects of obfervation, nor defs pleafing 
that they exhibit -humap nature in an amiable 
light, 


Ta the prifoms on the voaft of Malaber, par 
nenlarly that of Seringapatam, we fee the con- 
ditien of human nature, as it were, mverted, 
Mar, with unbounded hberty, and the world 
for materials, becomes acquainted with the qua- 
ities and relations of thmgs, and advances in 
the arts by flow degrees. Our countrymen, 
amaured im a narrow prifon, with a very Innited 
commaad of inftrumentality and matter, fup- 
plied the deficiency of thefe by knowledge and 
juvention.—But that which to the eontempla- 
tive reader of the narrative will perhaps feem, 
amidft a variety of incidents and fituations, 
the moft werthy of attention, is, the imprefiton 
that was made on the minds of the prifoners, 
after fo long a confinement in the gloomy jail, 
by external objects, and the fair face of nature, 


The Writer of the Memoirs has drawn his 


materials either from the moft authentic written 
memorials, 
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¢ienioridls, or from men of ftriét honour, who 
were {pectators of the tranfactions, or actors in 
the fcenes defcribed, If, after every endeavour 
to inveftigate, and with the fincereft defire to 
ftate the truth, any error fhall have been ia- 
ferted prejudicial to any man, neither means nor 
inclination is wanting to make due reparation.— 
All reprefentations on this head, left for the 
Writer of the Memoirs at the Publiher’s, 
fhall meet with proper attention.—For though 
neither the compiler of thefe memorandums, nor 
the gentlemen who have furnifhed them, have 
prefixed their names, it is not their wifh to fhus 
reafonable inquiry and explanation. 
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HE difficulties under which Great 
Britain laboured at the commencement of 
1780 in the weft, begun by the exercife of 
power over a kindred nation, continued by 
inteftine divifion, and prolonged by the in- 
capacity of Commanders in Chief, exciting 
at once the hopes and the revenge of her 
enemies in the eaft, united the difcordant 
Marratta ftates, Hvder-Ally-Cawn, the 
Soubah of the Deccan, the Rajah of Berar, 
and almoft all the letier powers of Hindo- 
ftan, in a confederacy againft the Englifh. 
This formidable affociation, which was en- 
couraged by emiflaries from France, and 
confirmed by military fuccours from the 

Vout. I. A French 
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French iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon, 

was a. fourceof great danger and alarm to’ 
our government in Afia, as well as of fuf- 

fering to individual Britith fubjects: for 

hence the devaftation of the Carnatic, the 

excifion or capture of three armies, an? che 

impilonment, torture, and aifaflination of 
more of our officers and foldiers than had 

ever before fallen into the hands of our eatt- 

ern enemies. But tne genius of one man, 

contending againft fiuctuating couniels at 

home, and the oppofition and errors of his 

colleagucs in office eoroad, reftored peace 
and profperity to the Biitifh fettlements in 
India, and liberty to the numerous captives 
difperfed in different jails on the couft of 
Malabar, iu conftant apprehenfion of thote 
mu~derous attacks that had Leen made from 
time to tin.e, by regular and fixed rradations, 
on their unfortunate fellow-pritoners and 
couatrymen, 


The territories of the Marrattas, if we 
except that which was lately ufurped by 
Hyder-Ally-Cawn, extend from Travan- 
core, near Cape Comorin, at the fouthern 
extremity of the peninfula of FJ indoftan, to 

the 
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the river Paddat, whicli difchasges itfelf in 
the Gulph of Scindy, and which divides 
Guzzarat from the dominions of Perfia.— 
On the eaft, they are bounded by the Car- 
natic, the Company’s northern Circars, and 
the dominions of the Nizam-ul-Muluck, 
the Soubah of the Deccan-Bazalet Jung : 
but the province of Catac ftretches in a 
winding courte to the Bay of Bengal. 


The Marratta ftates in the Deccan are 
the only people of Hindoftan who were 
never effectually fubdued, and who never 
unanimoufly acknowledged themfelves fiefs 
to the throne of Delhi. The great Au- 
rengzebe himiclf, unable to conquer the 
Marrattas, found it prudent, for the fake of 
peace, to yield to them the fovereignty of the 
Deccan. They even carried the terror of 
their arms into the heart cf Delhi, whence 
they carried off vail treafures; and they cen- 
tinued their depredations, firtt in the coun- 
try around that feat of empire, and then in 
the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixs; 
until, fn confiderttion of the ceffion of Ca- 
tac, and an annual tribute of twelve lacks 
ef rupees, they concluded a treaty of peace 


with 
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with Alverdi Cawn, who had ufurped the 
foubahfhip of Bengal, in 1750. 


Their natural faftneffes and inacceffible 
mountains, which confpired with their na- 
tive bravery to preferve the Marrattas from 
the Mogul yoke, account for their preda- 
tory habits, their neglect of agriculture, and 
invincible love of arms: Among this race 
of warriors that generous hofpitality, both 
towards {trangers and each other, whtich in 
former time fo eminently characterized the 
manners of the eaft, is ftill obferved with 
facred, and even | fuperftitious exactnefs. 

The Marrattas, like the other nations 
of ‘Hindoftan, were originally governed 
by princes diftinguifhed by the title of 
Rajah *, whofe throne was eftablifhed 


* The nominal Prince of the Marrattas, from the laft Kings 
who actually reignzd, Sanooo or Sov, and Riu, isin 
popular language fometimes called among that nation Sou, 
and fometimes Raw-rajaun. There were among the 
Hindoos other titles of fovereignty; as Ranah, Rajah. 
Subordinate characters were known by the names of 
Paithwa, Surdar, Zemindar, Polygar, &c.—The titles of 
Vizier, Soubah, Nizem, Nabob, Omrah, &c. were intro- 
duced by Mahomedans, 

at 
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at Setterrah. United under this head, they 


were always powerful and invincible; but, 
in procefs of time, each fubordinate chief 
affuming the prerogatives of an independent 
prince, and one link of that chain which 
united them bsing broken, they were fepa- 
rated into a number of petty ftates; yet they 
{till continued to yield a kind of tacit alle- 
giance to the Ram-rajah, who had a power 
of affembling the chiefs, and ordering out 
their troops as often as any public caufe re- 
quired their fervice. 


The Marratta revenues were originally 
very great. Before the ufurpations of 
Hyder Ally Cawn, in the kingdom of 
Myfore and around it they amounted to 
about feventeen millions of Britifh pounds. 
It is computed, that their annual revenue 
is equal ftill to twelve millions. 


Their military eftablifhment, which is 
compofed of cavalry, is yet about three 
hundred thoufand: but thefe are not to be 
confidered as regulars, or permanent troops, 
but as an eftablifhed militia. In judging 

A 3 of 
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of the Marratta force, we are alfo to oby 
ferve, that it is an invariable cuftom among 
the troops, when an expedition is conclud- 
ed, to retire with what plunder tliey may 
have feized to their refpective abodes, leav- 
ing with the chiefs only what may be cal- 
Jed their body-guards. 


The Sou, or Ram-rajah, exifts now but 
in name. The actual adminiftration of 
government, as well as the fovereign au- 
thority, is pofieffed by a farnily of the Bra- 
min caft, under the title of Paifhwa, or 
Chancellor: and, in cafe of infancy, the 
ftate is governed. by a Regent, who is ge- 
nerally the neareft of blood. Nana-row 
feized at the fame inftant the reins of g0~ 
verment and the perfon of the Ram-rajah, 
whom he confined in a fortrefs near the 
metropolis, Setterah This ufurper dying, 
left behind him two fons, Mada-row and 
Narain-row ; the firft of whom, being the 
eldeft, fucceeded him in the affamed office 
of Paifhwa. Ionogee-Boofla, or Bouncello, 
the father or immediate prédéceflor ‘of Moo- 
dage-Boolla, Rajah of Berar, was one of 


-.. the 
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the pretenders to the throne of Setterah, as 
neareft of kin to the confined Ram-rajah ; 
at the fame time Roganaut-row, called 
alfo Ragobah, was a pretender to the office 
of prime minifter, even during the life-time 
of his nephew ; for which Mada-row kept 


him under confinement. 


But the Paifhwa feeling in himfelf the 
fymptoms of decay, and forfeeing his ap- 
proaching diffolution, was moved with 
fraternal tendernefs towards WNarain-row, 
his young brother and lineal fucceffor ; 
.whofe youth and inexperience expofed him 
to the machinations of his crafty and in. 
triguing uncle, though in prifon. - 


Had Mada-row, on this occafion, ob- 
ferved the cruel policy of the eaft, he might 
by a hint or a nod have removed the caufe 
of all his fears concerning his brother ; 
but he was a man of a humane difpofition, 
and his mind was purified from all ideas of 
poifon or affaffination by the near approach 
of death. Divided between humanity to- 
wards his uncle, and affection for his bro- 
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ther, he embraced the generous refolution of 
effecting a reconciliation between the objects 
of his tendernefs and that of his compaf- 
fion. He caufed Roganaut-row to be releaf- 
ed; and, having made fuch arrangements 
as he thought the moft likely to remove all 
uneafinefs or diffatisfaction from the minds 
of both parties, he placed the hands of the 
youth into thofe of his uncle, and, fhed- 
ding tears of joy, tenderly embraced them: 
** T intruft,” faid he, ‘* the young man to 
€* your care: I recommend him to your 
** protection. Give him your advice in 
«¢ the adminifteration of government; guard 
«‘ him from the fnares and plots of his 
“« enemies. He never advifed your con- 
<< finement ; he was always an advocate 
‘¢ for your enlargement: let all remem- 
‘< brance of former grievances, on either 
“* fide, dic with me.” T he young man, 
it is aid, and even Roganaut-row, on this 
occafion, diffolved 1 in tears. 


Mada-row died in November 1772 ; and 
Narain-tow. in the September following, 
when he was in the ec Mica year of 


his 
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bis age. The canfe and circumftances of 
this young man’s death, were thefe: Go- 
pincabow, the mother of Madah and Na- 
rain-row, had difgufted her eldeft fon by a 
-diffolute and vicious life; in confequence of 
which, fhe withdrew to Benaras, in the 
dominion of Oude, then hoftile to the Mar- 
fatta government, and at a vait diftance 
from Poonah. Juft before his death, Ma- 
dah-row expreffed a defire to fee her, which 
fhe refufed with contempt; there“ore, dread- 
ing her influence over the unformed mind 
of his brother Narain-row, he earneftly 
cautioned him to beware of her artful 
councils. Some circumftances having ap- 
peared in the conduct of Roganaut-row, 
creating fufpicions of a foul defign upon his 
nephew, the rumour thereof reached Be- 
naras, whence Gopincabow wrote to her 
fon, cautioning him againft the arts of his 
uncle, and even recommending to con- 
fine him again, as his brother Madah-row 
had found it neceffary to do for his own fe- 
curity, if he fhould not chufe to anticipate 
his defigns by an obvious ftroke ftill more 
decifive. This letter in its way fell into the 


hands 


3@ 


MEMOIRS OF THD 


hands of Roganaut-row’s adopted fon, thes 
under the care of Moodajee Boofla, in Berar, 
which he conveyed to his father in Poonah. 
Roganaut-row inftantly determined to fecure 
his own freedom and life, together with 
the adminiftration of the government, 
without a competitor, by one blow; as 
neither of the brothers had children, nor 
was it then known that the wife of Narain- 
sow was pregnant. ‘Two Soubadars of the 
Durbar guard he made choice of for the 
accomplifhment of hig purpofe. Simmer- 
fing and Mahomet Iffouff were confulted ; 
who, after fome confideration, engaged, 
for two lacks of rupees, and two ftrong 
forts for their future protection, to perform 
the horrid deed. Anoccafion offered to at- 
tach a third to their plot. Tulajee, a fa- 
vourite fervant, had been raifed by Narain- 
row to the command of a troop of horfe 
near his own perfon. That young man 
having committed an act of violence on a 
Soubadar of rank and condition, upon 
complaint thereof, Narain found it necef- 
fary to degrade and confine the favourite ; 
however, spon application, he was not 
only 


LATE WAR IN ASIA, 


enly releafed, but reftored to rank and fa- 

vour; but the difgrace funk into his {pirit, 

and he fecretly menaced revenge. The 

confpirators affociated him in their defign, 

and fixed the day, place, and manner of 

carrying it into execution. On the 18th 

of Auguft 1773, after the Paifhwa had 

withdrawn to his retirement as ufual in the 

evening, he was alarmed by an uproar and 

information that a body of armed men were 

forcing themfelves into the apartments. He 

inftantly fufpeCted that his uncle meditated 

his death ; and he flew into the apartment - 
and arms of Roganaut-row, imploring him 

to take the government and {pare his life. 

Ragobah was moved with great compaffion; 

and he fpoke to the Soubadars: but the 
matter had gone too far to be receded from 
with fecurity. Tulzjee feized Narain-row’s 
lezs, and a fepoy duenzaged his arms which 
embraced his uncle. ‘Tulajec ftruck the firft 
blow, which was followed by Simmer-fing 
and Mahomet Iflouff. 


The office of paifhwa, which was not 
enly a tem ting object of an,bition, but 
which, 
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which, to the unfortunate Ragobah feemed 
neceflary to his liberty and perfonal fafety, 
he did not lqgng enjoy. During an expedi- 
tion which carried him to a diftance from 
his capital, the council, which confifted of 
Bramins, formally depofed him, charging 
him with the affaffination of his nephew, 
and announcing the pregnancy of Narain’s 
widow, who was foon after delivered of a 
fon. In thefe circumftances Roganaut-row 
fied to Bombay, where, in confideration of 
certain territorial conceffions, he obtained 
protection, and a promife of fupport in his 
pretenfigns to the throne of Poonah. The 
afylum thus granted to Roganaut-row, in- 
cenfed the Marrattas on the one- hand; 
while, on the other, it amufed the Englifh 
with a profpect, not only of a valuable 
acceffion of territory, but of the ufual {poils 
which Indian revolutions prefent to the 
views of fuccefsful European allies. . 


Hoftilities having quickly commenced, 
the marine of Bombay fuftained, with the 
bravery of Britith feamen, the troops in the 

reduction! 
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geduétion of the ifland of Salfette, which 
was effected not without confiderable ofs 
to the affailants; while that of Baroach coit 
the life of General Wedderburn, one of the 

eft and braveft officers that belonged either 
to the Company’s fervice or the Britith ar- 
my. The Company felt his lofs foon there- 
after, in the defeat of the Bombay army 
under Colonel Keating. 


Such was the fituation of the Company 
with regard to the Marratta ftate, when the 
new government, compofed of Mr. Haftings, 
General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, Mr. 
Barwell, and Mr. Francis, commenced in 
OGober 1774. The treaty with Ragobah 
having been concluded, whether from in- 
advertence or defign, without the fanction 
of the Governor-general and Council, was 
difavowed. The newly arrived members, 


General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and: 


Mr. Francis, forming a majority in the fue 
preme council, availed themfelves of that 
{uperiority which the act of parliament gave 
them, in certain cafes, over the other prefi- 
deacies, and fent an officer of rank, Colonel 

Upton, 
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Upton, to negotiate with the Marratta court 
a peace on almoft any terms: which was at 
length concluded and ratified, on the firft of 
March 1776. This peace is known by the 
title of the Poorunder Treaty, and fome- 


- times by that of the Treaty of Poonah. It 


was figned, on the part of our government, 
by Colonel Upton; and, on the fide of the 
Marrattas, it was authenticated by the {eal 
of the paifhwa, an infant of about two years 
old, and by the fignature of his two mini- 
{ters, Saccaram-bappoo and Nana-furneze. 


By this treaty, Salfette, Baroach, and 
other diftri@s in the Guzzarat provinces, 
were ceded to the Company: they were to 
be paid twelve lacks of rupees at three fixed 
terms, to defray the charges of the war; as 
a fecurity for which they got poffeffion of 
feveral pergunnahs in mortgage, and an ex- 
tent of territory of the annual value of three 
Jacks, adjoining or near to Baroach. 


On the other hand, it was {lipulated, that 
Roganaut-row fhould be provided for ac- 
cording to his rank in a private ftation ; that 

he 
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he fhould withdraw immediately from Bom- 
bay; and that no proteCtion or affiftance 
fhould be given to him, or any other fubje@ 
or fervant of the Marratta ftate who might 
excite any difturbance or” rebellion in that 
country. But this provifion for Ragobah 
was granted on the exprefs condition that 
he fhould refide in the heart of the Marratta 
dominions, with a guard appointed by th¢ 
Poonah minifters themfelves, for his ftate 
and fafety. This claufe in the treaty, 
which left Ragobah wholly at the mercy of 
his enemies, having naturally alarmed his 
fears, he fled a fecond time to the prefiden- 
cy of Bombay, and claimed the protection 
of that government for the fecurity of his 
perfon. 


While Roganaut-row, under the protec- 
tion of the government of Bombay, foment- 
ed diffenfions in the government of Poonah, 
and, deceived in all probability himéelf, 
magnified both the numbers and the power 
of his partizans among the Marrattas, the 
enemies of that unfortunate chief gave open 
€ountenance to agents from France and 

Auitria. 


a 
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Auftria. Formal engagements, if commosl 
report could be trufted, hdd pafled betweeh 
a majority of the Marratta chiefs ahd thé 
French agent St. Lubin. The object of 
thefe, it was evident, whatever it might be, 
muft, if attained, prove deftructive to the 
trade of the Englifh Company, and to the 
Britifh influence in India. ‘Thus a foun- 
dation was laid for jealoufies on both fides. 
The Marrattas fufpected that the Efglith 
ftill entertained the defign of raifing Rago- 
bah to the adminiftration of Poonah; and 
the Englifh, that the Peonah minifters had 
entered into an alliance with the French, 
for the purpofe of fubverting the Britifh 
power and authority in Afia: 


The fufpicions entertained of the mini- 
{ters of Poonah were foon confirmed by 
authorities of unqueftionable credit, and by 
a feries of facts of public notoriety. The 
Chevalier St. Lubin, who had made his ap- 
pearance at Poonah, and was received with 
great honour, in the public ‘charaCter of a 
minifter from the court of France, folemn- 
ly engaged to Nana-Furnefe, the grand 


enemy 
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tnemy of Ragobah, to bring two regiments 1778. 
and an hundred French officers, to be land- 

ed at houle, a Marratta port on the coaft 

of Malabar, the poffeffion of which would 
enable his nation to foim an arfenal, and 
collect military ftores. The date of this 
tranfaction was May 1777. 


The Governor-general, who had uri- 
formly been of opinion that the meaiuie 
now adopted was the only way by which 
the French could ever hope to regain their 
authority and influence in India, or to di- 
minifh ours, never doubted but the Prefi- 
dency of Bombay, who were nearly concerned 
in its immediate operation, would t.ke fone 
fteps in order to 1ender it abortive. Nor 
would this have been a diffcult matter.— 
The jarristg members of the council at 
Poonah, pofleffed little authority as a body, 
and for whatever confequence they enjoy- 
éd as individuals, they depended entirely 
on their own vaflals. The Prefidency of 
Bombay had long difcovered an ardour to 
revive the pretenfions of Ragobah: and the 
flighteft movements made by them in his 

B favour 
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778. favour would have fhaken and fubverted that 
feeble power with which they had to con- 
tend, and eftablifhed their own influence in, 
the Marratta ftate on its ruins. But Mr. 
Haftings, reluctant to renew hoftilities with, 
the Marrattas, and anxious to unite the peace, 
of India with the fafety, the profperity, and 
the honour of the Englifh Eaft-India Com- 
pany, formed a treaty for the purpofe of 
counteracting the French influence at Poo- 
nah, and remedying all the defects of that 
concluded in 1776 by Colonel Upton; of 
which not fo much as one Article had been. 
hitherto carried into execution. 


This new treaty was laid before the board of 
Calcutta, with a long explanatory minute, 
on the 23d of January, 1778. Whilft this. 
minute lay for confideration on the table, a 
letter was received from Bombay, dated the 
42th of Dacember, 1777, informing the Su- 
preme Council that a propofal had been, fe- 
cretly made to the Governor and Council, 
through their agent at Poonah, by a party 
which had been formed azainft Nanq-Fur- 
nefe, corffting of Saccaram Bappoo, whe 

had 


tAte wAr rh Asta, t§ 
had figned the treaty, and other confiderable 1773. 
men, with a powerful Rajah, Tuckajee 
Holkar, to affift them in the defign of rein- 
ftating Ragobah in the chief adminiftration 
of the Marratta ftate; and that they had 
agreed to join in it, requiring only, as a pre- 
liminary condition, a written application to 
the fame effect, under the hands and feals of 
the confederates. On the receipt of this 
Tetter, the Governor-general and Council 
refolved to ratify what they had done, to 
authorize them to proceed, and tofend them, 
for the purpofe of carrying their plan into 
execution, an extraordinary fupply of ten 
lacks of rupees. It was alfo refolved, ta 
affift them with a military force. 


The confiderations that moved a majority 
in the Supreme Council to form thefe refo- 
lutions were as follow. 


rit, In the event of a rupture with France, 
which was daily apprehended, the connec- 
tion formed by Nana-Furnefe with St. Lu- 
bin, and the engagement which he had en- 
tered into, toland two regiments of Europeans 
B2 with 
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£778. with military ftores at Poonah, might, if 


carried into effet, be productive of the moft 
dangerous confequences to the Company's 
influence, and their po-feifions in Indi. 
This could be prevented only by the remo- 
val of the party fo clofely conneGed with 
our natural enemy; and Rogonaut-row was 
the inftrument for this purpofe. 


2dly, To authorize the gentlemen of Bom- 
bay to take part with Racobah, was a ftrict 
compliance with the orders of t':e Court of 
Direors, who, in a letter dated the sth of 
February, 1777,declare that Ragobah’s pre- 
tenfions to the fureme authority, either in 
his own risht or as guardian to the infant 
Paifhwa, ap ve :r to them better founded than 
thofe of his competitors; and therefore, if 
the conditions of the treaty of Poonah have 
not been ftiGly fulfilled cn the part of the 
Marrattas, and if, fiom any circumftances, 
the Governor and Council fhould deem it 
ex edient, they would have no objection to 
an alliince with Ragobzh, ca the terms a- 
greed upon between him and the Governor 
and Council of Bou:bay. 


sdly, 
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adly, The reftoration of Rozanaut-Row 1978, 


would have been attended by an acceffion 
of territory upon the Malabar coaft to the 
amount of the annua! expences of the Pre- 
fidency of Bombay; by which means no 
farther drains would have been made from 
our treafury in Bengal. " 


4thly, The reftoration of Razobah was 
not a breach of the treaty of Poonuah, 
becaufe that treaty was fig ied by Saccaram- 
Bappoo and Nana-Furnefe only: now Sac- 
caram, the firft minifter in rank, with the 
principal officers of the Marratta ftate, join- 
ed in the propofal to the Prefidency of 
Bombay for his return to Poonah. 


The plan then propofed by the oppo- 
nents of Nana-Furnele for the reftoration of 
Ragobah, having received the Gndtion of 
tne Governor-geacral and Council, it was 
reiolved to affift the Prefidency of Bombay 
both with money and a confiderable rein- 
forcement, in order to carry it effeually in- 
to execution. On the 23d of February, 
1778, orders were iffued for forming 1 de- 

B 3 tachment 
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ent of fix-t atallions ‘of Sepopey one 
“com pany of ‘qiatiye artillery, : -with a régue 
he proportion of field artillery, which were” 
afterwards joined’ by ‘the firit. regiment | of 
= cavalry and: five hundred “of “the Vizier’s 
Candabar horfe, © ‘The: whole ef thefe 
- troops: amoutited: only” to fix thoufand feven 
hundred aid’ twenty-feven ; yet, fuch is the 
‘influence’ of clignate and cuftom!: this {mall 
atiny, though . undér the aufpices and direcs 
tion: of Europeans, was, of neceffity, ace 
companied bya fuit of thirty-one thoufand 
feven hundred and twenty-nine feryants and 
+ fattlers. “This numerpus body; under the 
- gommand of Colonel Matthew. Leflje, i in the 
month of May began their: march, acrofs 4 
country of immenfe extent *, and very im- 
, perfectly explored, abounding: in faftnefies, 
anterfeCted by defiles apd navigable rivers, 
and ‘inhabited by numerous and hoftile na-= 








It was now the wet t feifon, and ‘torrente 
“et rain, 1 overflowed the eogntry, deftroying 


4 ® Fiera hundred miles, 2 : = 
the 
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"the roads, and rendering even fmall rivers 1778. 
and brooks fometimes impaflable. On the 
firft day’s march from Calpee, the effect of 
the heat was fatally experienced by the 
troops and their numerous atrendants: for ~ 
either through the ignorance of their con- 
ductors, or the obftinacy of the command- 
er, they moved out of their right courfe; and 
through fatigue and want of water, feveral 
perfons died raving mad, and among thefe 
Captain Crawford an amiable man, and 
gallant officer. About ten fubalterns hap- 
pily recovered from dangerous illneffes.— 
Our army, notwithftanding all their difficul- 
ties, after a flight and ineffectual oppofition 
from Ballajee Pundit, the chief of the Mar- 
ratta territories dependant upon Calpee, crof- 
fed the Jumna the latter end of May. 


The orders given to Colonel Leflie, when 
he was appointed to the command of this 
force, were, to march diretly to Bombay, 
by the fhorteft route he fhould judge moft 
.practicable, and, in all his operations, to 
obey the commands of the Prefident and 

(Vol. 1.) B 4 Council 
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577%. Council of Bombay. The very report of 


the deftination, anfwered in fome meafure 
the end of this detachment. The parti- 
zaps of Roganaut-row at the court of Poo- 
nah, animated by the {pirited meafures of 
the Governor-General and Council of Ben- 
gal, fuddenly affembling their forces, depri- 
ved Nana-Furnefe of his authority, and 
appointed Moraba-Furnefe in his ftead.— 
This eafy revolution, effected without 
bloodthed or conteft, proved, at once, the 
weaknefs of the Marratta Government, and 
the facility with which the plan offered to 
the Prefidency of Bombay might have 
been executed, if there had been a coinci+ 
dence of movements between the Britith 
forces on the coaft of Malabar and thofe 
under the command of Colonel Leflie, and 
a perfect correipondence of fentiments and 
inclinations between that officer and the 
gentlemen of Bombay on the one hand, and 


the Governor-General and Council on the 


other. But neither were the counfels of 
Bombay, nor the actions of Colonel Lelie, 
in unifon with thofe of Mr. Haftings. When 


the 
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the gentlemen of Bombay firft heard of the 1778. 
march of the Bengal detachment, they fent 
orders,to Leflie tohalt. A few days after 
this, they ordered him to procred on his 
march, but without fpecifying any object, 
or propofing any plan of operations. The 
fluctuating councils, and indiftin& orders of 
the Prefidency of Bombay, feemed’to afford 
fome pretext for the remiff{nefs of Colonel 
Leflie, who had not advanced above an 
hundred and twenty mules from Calpee, 
when he died at Chatterpore, on the 3d of 
October 1778. 


Chatterpore, the capital of Bundlecund, 
the country of diamonds, is fituated near 
the weftern confines of that province. Its 
diftance from Calcutta may be computed at 
twenty days journey for a native courier. 
Here Colonel Leflie had lain near three 
months, committing, as has been faid by 
fome, not a few depredations ; but, accor- 
ing to the more favourable account of o- 
thers, employing his time in fettling the 
family difputes of the Bundella chiefs.— 
Whatever was the caufe of his delays in 
Bundlecund, he was recalled from his com- 

mand 
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sy7g. mand on the ath of Gaober: but by his 


death Colonel Goddard had Succeeded to 
the chief command of the army before the 
fetter containing the order for his recall 
reached the Camp. The power that had 
been delegated to the Prefidency of Bom- 
bay, of commanding the movements of the 
detachment was revoked, ahd Colonel God- 
dard was to be directed only by orders from 
the Supreme Council. 


Mr. Haftings, from the extreme fluctua- 
tion and irrefolution vifible in the govern- 
ment of Bombay, judging the caufe of Ra- 
gobaht to be defperate, in order to accom- 
plith the end which the fupport of that 
chief was intended to promote, had recourfe 
to other means which were more within the 
compafs of his own direétion. When the 
Supreme Council determined to fend a de- 
tachment to the other fide of India, the 
Governor-general applied to the Rajah of 
Berar to grant the Englifh troops a free 
march through his territories, with fach 
affiftance as they might require on their way. 
This requeft was readily granted. The Ra- 
yah fent an intelligent and confidential agent 


to 
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the banks of the Narbudda with a fupply 1772. 
ef grain for the fubfiftence of the detach- 
ment, aad orders to attend it through his 
country, of which he advifed Colonel Leflie, 
inviting him to take that route, and affaring 
him of a moft friendly reception. As the 
Rajah had ia this manner manifefted a dif. 
pofition to act in concert with the Englith, 
{9 he pofleffed power and pretenfions which, 
if exerted in their caufe, might greatly pro- 
mote their intereft. The nominal fovereign 
of the Marratta ftate, the Rajah Ram-Rajah, 
after languithing long in an honourable con~- 
finement at Setterah, died in December, 
1777, without children. The prince who 
had the faireft pretenfions to .the office 
of Paifhwa, as above mentioned, was 
Moodajee Booflah, Rajah of Berar, being 
lineally defcended from the antient Ram- 
Rajahs, and the adopted fon of Sahoo Ra- 
jah, the predeceflor of the late Rajah 
Ram-Rajah, though deprived of his nzht 
by the artifices of Ballajee, who was the 
Paifhwa when Sahoo Rajah died. 


For thefe reafons, Mr. Haftings judged 
Nloodajee 
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$778. Moodajee Booflah to be 2 proper perfon te 


fupply the place of Ragobah in the plan 
offered to the Supreme Council for over- 
turning the French influence with the Mar- 
rattas. He poffeffed wealth, power, and 
a territory extending from the borders of 
Bengal almoft to Pconah, and from the 
Narbudda, its northern boundary, to the 
confines of the Deccan. Ragobah enjoy- 
ed not the advartage of either dominion or 
treafures, and depended folely on the pre- 


-carious and fluctuating favour of the Pre- 


fidency of Bombay. The Governor-ge- 
neral, who wifhed ard expected the propo- 
fal of an alliance to come from Moodajee, 
fent the Rajah’s vakeel, Beneram Pundit, 
an intellicent and well informed man, with 
whom he had held frequent converfations on 
this fubject, to Naigpore for that purpofe. 
Thefe general and diftant motions had been 
made by Mr. Haftings towards an alliance 
with the Maha-rajah, when an event hap- 
pened which determined him to prefs a ne- 
gotion with that fovereign prince, and to 
bring it, if poffible, to a {peedy and happy 


conclufion. 


On 
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. On the 7th of July, 1778, undoubted in- 177%. 
relligence was received from Cairo that war 
had been declared between Great Britain and 
France; at Paris on the 18th, and in Lon- 
don on the 30th of March. A French 
ficet, confifting of feven fail of the line, 
with 4000 regular troops on board, befides 
frigates, lay ready for failing in the harbour 
of Breft, under the command of the Count 
D’Eftaign, deftination of which was na- 
turally imagined to be Bombay: a fuppo- 
fition which was ftrongly confirmed by the - 
firft advices that were received from Eng- 
land. The Chevalier St. Lubin was ftill at 
Poonah, and held frequent conferences with 
the minifters of the Paifhwa, who was 
hoftile to Razobah and the Englifh; for 
a fecond and unexpected revolution had ta- 
ken place at Poonah on the 16th of June, 
and Moraba-Furnefe, with his principal ad- 
herents, was imprifoned. In thefe circum- 
ftances, which demanded decifive counfelsand 
prompt execution, the Supreme Council, re- 
gardlefs of all perfonal confequences, in- 
ftantly took poffeffion of all the French 
fettlements in Bengal, and of their fhips in 

the 
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77%. the river. They aatnefily recommended to 
the Prefidency of Fort S$. George, imme- 
@utely to commence the fiege of Pondi-~ 
eherry, and, if poffible, to &cure the 
friendihip of Hyder Ally. It wasalfo re- 
fotved to quicken the negotiation that had 
besn commenced, on the grounds already 
mentioned, with the Rajah of Berar. The 
whole fervice of the Company could not 
have afforded a more proper agent than Mr. 
Elliot, who was difpatched on an embafly 
for this purpofe to Naigpore tle capital of 
the Maha-Rajah: but the Governor-gene- 
ral’s. hopes were fuddenly blafted by the un- 
timely death of that young man; of whont 
it is not too much to fry, that he was one 
of the moft amiable characters as well as 
elevated fpirits that ever dignified human: 
nature. All who knew him were his 
friends: even ftrangers, to whom report 
alone afforded an oppurtunity of admiring 
his talents and virtues, mourned for the 
death of Mr. Elliot. He fell a martyr to 
gemuine patriot.fm and fidelity to the Eaft 
Indie Company. Afflicted with a-diforder’ 
peculias to- the Eat, which orginates in 

bilious 
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bilious obftruction, and the cure of which 979, 
requires a copious application of mercury, 
his duty, prevailing over every other confi~ 
deration, he undertook a long and. fatiguing 
journey, in, the rainy feafon, without any 
profpe& of enjoying fuch accommaodations 
as might he neceflary to. his fate of health. 


After leaving the Company’s territories, 
lhe difcovered, that Governor Chevalier, 
who had fecretly efcaped from Chanderna~ 
gore, was purfuing the fame route before 
him. Knowing the political abilities and 
addrefs of Chevalier, as well as the ambi-. 
tious defigns of the court by whom he was. 
employed, and the accurate knowledge he 
had aCquired of the politics of India, he 
ftrained every nerve to feizehis perfon, dread- 
ing that his liberty and arrival in France 
might be attended with the worfk confe- 
quences to the Company’s affairs, and. the 
views of GreatBritain. He pufhed onwardby 
forced journies, ftill tracing and approach-. 
ing M. Chevalier, Unfortunately, jutt 
when he had the chace. in view, his pregrefs, 
was obiiructed by a, fudden overflow of the. 

; : ‘waters 
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1778. waters of one of the large rivers of Catac. 
Regardlefs of the ftate of his health, and the 
medicines he had taken, by an extraordinary 
exertion of activity and ftrength, he encoun- 
tered the rapid ftream, and fwam acrofs the 
river with a few of his attendants and Sepoys. 
He found M. Ckeval’e at the metropolis of 
Catac ; and, although efcorted only by a few 
Sepoys, he claimed the perfon of Governor 
Chevalier with fuch fenfible arguments and 
manly eloquence, that the Rajah furrendered 


As Mr. Elliot had but a {mall efcort, and 
the longeft and moft dangerous part of his 
journey was yet to be performed, he could 
not, without facrificing the object of his 
commiffion, return a guard to conduct M. 
Chevalier and his companion M. Moneron 
to Calcutta ; wherefore he engaged their pa- 
roles in writing, to furrender themfelves pri- 
foners of war, within a limited time, to the 
Governor-general. MM. Chevalier and M. 
Moneron performed their engagements. 
Mr. Elliot purfued his route to Berar ; but 
died a few days thereafter. 
The 
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The Governor General did not fuffer the 
deep forrow which he felt at this fudden and 
melancholy event to overcome the firmnefs 
of his mind, but by means of other agents, 
and letters to Moodajee-Booflah himfelf as 
well as to his prime minifter Dewagur Pun 
dit, continued to purfue his object. 


The nature and end of the corrrefpon- 
dence between the Governor-general and the 
Rajah of Berar, is clearly difeovered by the 
following letter of the Rajah’s to the Go- 
vernor, dated the sthof December, 1778, and 
received the 2d of January, 1779, which for 
good fenfe, as well as delicacy of fentiment 
and tafte, will bear to be compared with the 
moft approved compofitions of the antients 
dr moderns. 


“* Your friendly fetter of the 19th Ram- 
«© zam (11th O@ober), informing me of 
<* your having received advice of the death 
“* of Mr. Elliot, in his way to Naigpore; 
** your concern at that event, and at the 


‘© unavoidable fufpenfions of the negocia= 


** tions which that gentleman was to have’ 
C conducted 


33 
i77 8. 


x 


a 


Mt MOIRS’ or THs’ « 


3778. “condu@ed with me oa the part of your 


‘¢ government; and the delay in the efta- 
«s blifhment of a ftrict and perpetual friend- 
«* fhip between the Company's ftate and 
‘© mine, (concerning which you had exerted 
** yourfelf fo warmly), by reafon that the 
‘« prefent fituation of affairs would not ad- 
‘¢ mit of the delay which muft attend the 
‘* deputation of another perfon from thence 
«¢ without injuring the defigns in hand ; but 
¢* that in your conviction of my favourable 
<‘ difpofition, from the knowledge that my 
<* interefts and the Company’s are infepa- 
‘* rabiy connected; and in the zeal of Be- 
‘* neram Pundit, whom, during the long 
‘¢ period he refided with you, you found fo 
“* deferving of your confidence, &c. &c: 
‘© Thit the plan propofed, and what you 
‘«¢ have written, is to promote our common 
“* advantage, not for the intereftof one party 
“* only, being convinced, that no public al- 
‘* Jiance or private friendfhip can be firmly 
“* eftublifhed without reciprocal advantages : 
‘© That it is on thefe principles you had 
‘* long ago planned an alliance with me, 
** the time for the accomplifhment of which, 

6 1g 
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t* is row comes for you conceive it to be 
*¢ equally fer my intereft as for yours, our 
«* countries bordering on each other, and 
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our natural enemies being the fame: That, 

‘in 4 word, you required nothing but the 
junGion of my forces with yours, by 
which, though each is fingly very power- 

ful, they will acquire a ten-fold prepor- 

tion of ftrength: That the delay of the 

progrefs in the detachment intended for 

Bombay, had not arifen from the oppofi- 

tion of an enemy, but from other caufes 

improper to mention; but that it will 

now {hortly arrive in my territories, and 

its operation be determinded by my ad- 

vice: That you have given directions to 

Colonel Leflie, to co-operate with the 

forces which I fhall unite with his: That 

as you offer me the forces of your Circar 

to promote my views, you in return re- 

quire the affiftance of mine to effec your 

_purpofes ; with other particulars which 
I fully underftand, reached me on the 

26th Shawand (16th November), and 

afforded me great pleafure. I alfo re- 

ceived duplicate and triplicate of this let- 

C2 “ ter, 
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ter.—In the latter part of it you exprefs, 

that as you have made me acquainted 
with your views, it is neceflary that I ald, 
communicate to you, without referve, the 
ends which I look to for my advantage in 
this union: That the good faith of the 
Englifh to every engagement they con- 
tract, fo long as it is obferved by others, 
is univerfally known; and that it has 
been the invariable rule of your conduct, 

to fupport this character in all atts de- 
pending on you, and never to relinquith 
any defign of importance formed on good 
and judicious grounds, but to perfevere 
fteadily to- its completion: That having 
thus explained to me your fentiments and 
views, you wait only to know mine; and 
on the knowledge of thefe, you fhall form 

your ultimate refolution.— 


“* It is equally a maxim of fincere friend. 
fhip and good government, fteadinefs, 
magnanimity, and forefight, that a plan, 
eas on good and judicious grounds, 
‘ thould be conducted in fuch a manner as 
to cad happily. You saad to learn my 


e fia? amen atm me Me 
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* {entiments and views; and deferring to 1778. 
‘© form your ultimate refolutions until you 
s¢ had heard further from me, is the fame ‘+ 
* thing as if you had confulted me primarily 
f* on your firft defigns, 


** Since, after the ftricteft {crutiny and 
refearches into difpofitions and views of 
the multitude, it has been determined, 
on proofs of mutual fincerity and good 
faith, that a perpetual friendfhip and 
union be eftablithed, it will, like the 
wall of Alexander, for the happinefs of 
‘* mankind, continue unfhaken until the 
s* end of time, 
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«¢ The haying caufed a tranflation to be 
made into Englifh of the Hindoo books, 
called the Shafter and Poran, and of the 
‘* hiftory of former kings; the ftudying thefe 
‘* books, and keeping the pictures of the for- 
** mer kings and prefentrulers of Hind, Dec- 
f* can, &c. always before youreyes, and from 
*€ their lifelefs fimilitude to difcover which 
of them were gr are worthy of rule, 
and poffeffed of good faith ; from which 
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2778. *f to determine with whom to contract tn, 
«¢ gagements, and what conduct to obferve. 
*¢ to them refpectively ;—alfo, the endea- 
‘¢ vour to preferve the bleffing of peace, un- 
*< til forced to relinquith it ;—the fupporting 
** every one in his hereditary right ; and re- 
“* venging the breach of faith oe engage- 
«© ments; but on the fubmiffion of the of- 
s¢ fenders, the exercife of the virtues of cle- 
“* mency and generofity, by pardoning, and 
‘‘receivinz him again into favour, and re- 
** toring him to his poffeffions ;—the not 
*¢ fuffering the intoxication of power to re- 
*¢ duce you intoa breach of faith ;—,and the 
** siving fuprort to each illuftrious houfe in 
** proportion to its refpective merits, and in 
«matters which required a long courfe of 
‘«‘ years to bring to purfection ;—the form- 
«¢ ing your condut on mature deliberation, 
‘* and the advice of the Company and Coun. 
** cil,—are the fure means ot exalting your 
“‘ sreatnefs and profperity to the higheft 
“© pitch.—_——The intention of all this is to 
ee ‘recommend univerfal peace and friendthip 
“in the manner following: The Almighty 
“* difpofes of kingdoms, and places whom} 
‘© foever 
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© foever he chufes on the feats of power 1778. 


“ and rule; but makes their ftability to de- 
ct pend on their peaceable, juft, and friend- 
** ly conduct-to others.—It is not every one 
*‘ who is equal to the tafk of government, 
“on the plan defigned by the Almighty 
‘* Ruler, and of enfuring his ftability by 
“a wife and juft condu&t.—Hind and 
‘«* Deccan poffefs, at prefent, very few en- 
“* lightened, but a great multitude of. weak 
* and ignorant men : The Englifh chiefs, 
‘¢ and you ina fuperior degree, pofiefs all 
‘‘ the yirtues above recited, who coming 
<< from diftant iflands by a fix month’s voy- 
‘‘ age on the great ocean, by their magnani- 
‘¢ mity and fortitude, gained the admiration 
‘¢ of many Soubahs on this continent. It 
** is eafy to acquire a kingdom ; but to be- 
‘‘come a king over kjngs, and chief af 
‘‘ chiefs, is a very difficult matter. The 
‘‘ attainment of this is only tp be effected 
‘by the means of friendfhip, by which 
‘* the univerfe may be fubjected. My con- 
‘« duct is framed on thefe principles. The 
‘¢ refidence of Beneram Pundit at Calcutta, 
‘ was folely to effect the eftablithment of 
C 4 ‘< the 
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<¢ the moft jntimate friendfhip ; and by thy 
« blefling of God it has taken fuch deeg 
“ root, that through your means it hag 
‘‘ reached the ears af the Company and 
« King of England: and our connechon 
“¢ and correfpondence, carried on under the 
‘‘ vejl of the yicinity of our dominions, 
‘* has been difcovered by the Poonah mi- 
‘¢ nifters, and by the Nabob Nizam-ul- 
«* Dowla; yet, though they form various 
** conjectures and doubts, and have fent a 
* trufty Vakeel, and written repeated lety 
‘* ters, ta endeavour ‘to find out the motives 
‘‘ of our union, yet they remain a myftery, 
*‘ as I make the plea of our ancient ties, and 
‘* junction of our territories, 


“‘ T was impatiently expecting the arrival 
‘of Mr. Elliot, who being endowed with 
** an enlightened underftanding, and inveft- 
‘ed with full powers from you tq conduct 
“* the negociations, and determine on the 
** meafures to he purfued, would have efta. 
* blithed the ties of a perpetual friendthip, 
** and have fettled every matter on the firm- 
* eft bafis. It pleafed God that he thould 
- di 
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die on the journey; ahd the pricf I felt 177% 


*¢ at his unfortunate lofs, who would have 
** heen the means of fettling all points be- 
¢* tween us, ta our mutual contént, and by 
‘¢ his negociation with me, giving fatif. 
fs faction to the Paifhwa and Nabob Nizam- 
** ul-Dowla; all which have been by his 
© death thrawn back many months; my 
‘¢ prief is not to be defcribed, and only 
*¢ ferves tq add to your affliction. I have 
** got yet recovered the fhock which that 
© event pave me, as you will learn more 
*¢ fully from Beneram Pundit. There is no 
‘* remedy for fuch misfortunes, and it is 
© in vain to ftrive againft the decrees of 
s¢ Providence. Had Mr. Elliot arrived, 
** fuch ftrokes of policy would have been 
*‘ employed, that the Poonah minifters 
«‘ would have adhered more {crupuloufly 
‘‘ than before to their engagements; the 
s¢ French, who are the natural enemies of 
‘the -Englifh, would have been theirs 
likewife ; and their fufpicions from ap- 
** henfions of fuppart being given to Roga~ 
‘«* naut-row, which sever was, nor is de- 
tf figned. by the Englith chiefs, as I learn 
s* from 
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1778. ‘ from Beneratn, who had it from your ows 


“¢ mouth, and which has caufed them great 
‘< yneafinefs, would have been entirely re- 
*¢ moved by Mr. Elliot and my joint {e- 
*< curity. 


‘Fhe Nabob Nizam-ul-Dowla—whe 

“‘ wrote you repeatedly on this fubject, 
‘‘ and received for an{wer,, that you had no 
** idea of aiding or fupporting Roganaut- 
‘* row; that your enmity was folely pointed 
“‘againft the French; and that whoever 
“‘ affifted the French were your enemies— 
** would likewife by thefe means have been 
s* thoroughly fatisfied, and your detach- 
‘* ment would have reached Bombay, with- 
‘out meeting the {malleft interruption ; 
‘and had the Poonah minifters then acted 
“a contrary part, I fhould have withdrawn 
** myfelf from their friendfhip. But by the 
* death of Mr. Elliot, all thefe defigns have 
“fallen to the ground, and mutt be fufpen- 
* ded until another opportunity, and the 
** knowledge of your fentiments. It is a 
“‘ proverb, ‘ that whatever is dcliberately 
‘done, is well done.’ In reply to what you 
“* write 
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§¢ ‘write re(pecting your framing your ulti- yy7s. 


f¢ mate refolutions I have communicated to 
s* Benetam Pundit whatever I judge proper 
§* and eligible, and which may promote 
‘© them in fuch a manner as may not be 
f° fubject to any change from the viciffi- 
$* tudes of fortune. For thofe points which 
S* fixed on, after minute deliberation, as the 
'$* moft eligible that can be adopted, I refer 
S* you to the letters of Beneram Pundit. 
‘ If, notwithftanding, you have any plan 
“*° to propofe for the reciprocal benefit of 
** our ftates, be pleafed to communicate it 
§* tome, 


we 
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'«§ To your letter refpecting the feriding of 
¢* anarmy to overawe the French, andto re- 
*© inforce the government of Bombay ; and 
*¢ fetting forth, that the Poonah miniftefs 
«* having broken the treaty with the Eng- 
ft lith, and in oppofition to the rights of 
* friendfhip received an envoy of the 
*¢ French kinz, and granted the port of 
¥! Choul to that nation, thereby enabling 

<< them 
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g, * theth to form an arfenal, and collect mili¢ 
“ tary ftores; and of their having written 
¢ to their officers, to permit the French 
¢€ fhips to enter their ports; and that it 
«* being therefore incumbent on you to take 
‘© meafures to contract their defigns, you 
‘¢ had determined tofenda ftrong detachment 
‘¢ for the reinforcement of Bombay, by the 
*€ route of Berar; and that in confideration of 
‘¢ our ancient friendfhip, and the vicinity of 
‘© our dominions, you requefted, that on its 
‘¢ arrival in my neighbourhood, I would 
¢* caufe it to be inftructed in the route, and, 
‘* providing it with provifions and necef- 

faries, have it conducted in fafety through 

my territories, and join a body of my forces 
with it, which would increafe and cement 
our friendfhip; and that you have, at the 
affurance of Beneram, fixed on this route 

‘* for its march in preference to any other : 

** In reply to this letter, aCtuated by its dic- 

** tates of the fincereft friendthip, I waited 

“* not to take the advice of any one, but 

without hefitation' wrote you, That where 

** a fincere friendthip exifted, the paflage of 

* troops through my country was a matter 

‘6 of 
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of no moment ; that they fhould proceed 179% 


é immediately through my country. I 
*¢ likewife informed Colonel Leflie of the 
«< difficulties and dangers he would meet 
HM with in the way, from dangerous moun- 
*¢ tains, extenfive rivers, &c. and alfo dif- 
‘* patched Lalla Jadda Roy, with a chief of 
‘note, to the banks of the Narbudda, to 
‘* fuppiy the detachment with provifions as 
“* long as they were in my territory, and to 
*¢ treat them with all the duties of hofpitali- 
‘“‘ ty; where he waited in expectation of their 
‘¢ arrival for fix months to no purpofe.— 
*¢ They loitered away their time in the Bun- 
<«« dlecund countries, contrary to every rule 
‘‘of policy. At that time all the Poonah 
‘‘ minifters were feparately employed in their 
‘* own private affairs, or in the war with 
*¢ Hyder Naig, infomuch that they had no 
‘‘ time to turn their.attention to the con- 
‘s¢ cerns of other parts, and the march to 


* Bombay might have been effected with’ 


“« the greateft eafe. The time is now paft. 
<The arrow is thot and cannot be recalled. 
** As I have repeatedly written to the Poo- 
“nah minifters with whom I keep up 2 


<* ‘corre- 
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¢¢ cgrrefpondence on the fabject of their ext < 
¢¢ conraging a French envoy, and breaking 
‘their faith with the Englifh chiefs, acts 
« highly inconfiftent with honour and po- 
« licy; the anfwer I have received from 
«¢ them, I have communicated to you.— 
« The fubftance of what they fay in their 
*¢ o,vn juftification is this: That the French 
«© Vakeel came for the purpofe of traffic, 
‘* not to negociute; yet, for the fatisfacion 
‘* of the Englith, they gave him his difmif- 
“ fion: That the account of the grant of 
‘¢ the port of Choul, and an arfenal, is en- 
«‘ tirely without foundation ; and that they 
«* have not the leaft indifpofition towards the 
“* Englifh: That I will therefore write to 
“* Calcutta, that you may be perfectly fatis- 
*« fied re{peCting their difpofition. —My letters 
** did not produce the effect of fatisfying you 
“on the fubject of the Paifhwa, but your 
** doubts ftill remained. And, actuated by 
“* wifdom and prudence, you determined. to 
** fend Mr. Elliot to me; and wrote to me, 
*: that on his arrival at Naigpore, after hehad 
‘< and interview with me, and learned my 
ft fentiments and views, he would, in con- 

‘* junction 
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*‘ junGion with me, forma plan for our 1779, 
<< mutual honour and benefit, and give di- 
« reétions to Colonel Leflie in confequence, 
‘¢who would be guided thereby.—The 
“‘event of this gentleman’s deputation is 
¢¢ too well known ; and Colonel Leflie like. 
‘* wife, after engaging in hoftilities with 
*¢ the Paifhwa’s officers and Zemindars of 
“« thefe parts, and collecting large fums 
<‘ of money, died. Colonel Goddard fuc- 
“© ceeded to the command, and purfued the 
<¢ fame line of condud, with refpe& to the 
<< Talookdars, as his predeceffor; and ar- 
‘“‘ riving at Garawale and Garafur in the 
“« territory of the Afghans, whither he was 
+¢ obliged to march with the utmoft caution, 
“¢ being furroundded with a Marratta army, 
‘«¢ who conftantly feized every opportunity 
‘*to attack him, wrote me from thence, 
«* that he fhould fhortly reach the Narbud- 
«¢ da, where I would be pleafed to caufe 
‘* prain and other neceflaries to be prepared, 
“* and a party of my forces to be ready to 
«¢ join him.—I wrote him in anfwer, That 
«©’Lalla Jadda Roy, and Shao Baal Hazaile, 
«were waiting on that fide the Nar- 
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“t and that the Gait whese the troops 
“# (hould crofs was two cols from hence, 
«¢ under Fafhingabad ;° that Janajee Booflah 
te forded it with his army at that place, on 
‘« his expedition fo Malawa, and that I did 
¢¢ not doubt but it was now fordable; that he 
¢ fhould therefore crofs his army there, and 
repair to Haflingabad : That Lalla Jadda 
‘Roy would exert his utmoft affiduity 
*¢ in fupplying him with grain and other 
‘© provifions, and treat them with every de- 
<< oree of hofpitality ; but that, as the road 
** forward was very difficult and dangerous, 
¢* and thoufands of the Balha Caftes were 
“© concealed in the holes in the mountains ; 
** who though not able to oppofe him opens 
.¢ ly, yet would do it by ambufcade and ftra- 
** tagems, and cut off his fupplies of provi- 
** fions ; and that, beyond that he would 
“ enter the Soubahthip of Barhampore, de- 
“* pendent on the Paifhwa: That near 4000 
“ of Scindiah’s cavalry were waiting at the 
“ fort of Affur, for the arrival of the Eng- 
“* lith on the banks of the Ganges ; 10,000 
“ more were under the command of Bagarut 
; «© Sundiab ; 
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** Sundiab; Scinfliah himéfelf with the chiefs 377% 
+t fn'resilinels at Poonah, waiting to bear of 
tt the approach ‘of the Englith; and more- 
* over in Berig, in-which the Nahab Nizam: 
** ul-Dowla poffeffes a fhare with me, all 
“the Jeghirilars ‘were in readinefs with 
** powerful armies; and although the Eng- 
** lith poffefied the greateft magnariimity ir 
‘* battle, yet as every ftep they took would 
** be juft into the mouth of danger, and-al} 
*‘ the above-mentioned chiefs would fet 
‘ themfelves to cut off and deftroy his pro- 
** vifions, and take every opportunity of at- 
‘* tacking him when they faw an advantage, 
** and of harraffing him night and day, con- 
*« ftantly futrounding his army with their 
** numerous forces, the junction of a body 
** of my forces with his would avail nething 
**in the face of fuch large armies, but 
“«* wouldonly involve me in the greateft loffes : 
«* That it neither was advifeable for him ta 
¢¢ return, which would diminifh the awe and 
*€ refpect in which he was held; that I 
** would therefore write the particulars ex- 
*¢ plicitly to Calcutta, and that whatever you 
** thould think proper to intimate to him and 

D “* me 
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: ‘ ge in reply, it would be adviledble . ww 
a tt abide by, ae aé accordingly. All which 
<* time I would reconeend that he conti- 
« nued at Hoffingur.—That I have received 
‘s letters from Calcutta, filfed with- the 
«« warmett friendfhip and confidence to the 
«following purport: « That the detach- 
« ment thould come into myneighbourhood, 
‘< and be guided in its operations by my ad- 
‘vice: That it is incumbent on every chief 
‘< who enjoys the confidence of another, to 
‘¢ sive fuch advice as may be moft advan- 
‘ tagzeous to the party repofing truft, and 
‘“‘ moft confiftent with the faith of engage- 
‘ments; and that with fuch condu& the 
«* Almighty is well pleafed.’ That I fad 
** alfo written to the Poonah minifters my 
** advice on the fituation of affairs, to this 
“‘ purport: ‘ That’Mr. Elliot was depated 
“hither to negociate with me, but dying 
‘in the journey, all the negociations in- 
“ trufted to him were fufpended ; that had 
“ he arrived at Naigpore, I had determined, 
“ from principles of attachment, to have re- 
** moved from the minds of the Englith the 
“ dons and apprehenfions which had arifen 
ne se by 
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sé by reafou of the fappofed eee e778 
«¢ of the French énvoy at Poonah, and the 
<<‘ agreement tq fupport that nation, who 
“* were the invoterate.cnomics of the Eng- 
$ lith, which had given rife to the quarrel 
*< between the two ftates, by proving to 
*¢ them under the faaction of folemn oaths, 
**.and becoming myfelf guarantee, that all 
*¢ thofe reports were groundlefs, and that the. 
‘* Poenah minifters were fteady and zealous 
*sin their engagements with the Englith, 
<* and on feveral accounts highly obliged to 
“‘them. And I would have taken from Mr. 
« Elliot, engagements, that the Englith had 
“* no idea of affording fupport to Roganaut- 
“ row, but were refolved to maintain their 
‘* treaty inviolate ; and that their apprehen- 
* fions related to the French; .and that 
«¢ when I gave the Englifh fatisfaction re- 
“¢ lating to the French, and became guaran- 
&* tee, all his doubts would be removed; and 
“¢ that if it was requifite, a freth engagement 
‘* fhould be executed, to which he would 
“be a guarantee: That, in brief, each party 
‘* entertained a reafonable doubt ; the Eng- 
«¢ lith, that the Poonah minifters would jojn 
D2 ‘¢ with 
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1778. “ with the French; and the Poonah mini- 
<¢ fters, that the Englith fupport Roganaut- 
“< sow: That when thefe fufpicions no long- 
¢¢ er remained, all caufes of difpleafure would 
<< of courfe ceafe ;, and that they could have 
«* no objection to a detachment of Englith 
«« forces, fent for the reinforcement of Bom- 
*« bay, and to overawe the French, not for 
‘<the fupport of Roganaut-row, repairing 
« thither; and to oppofe them would in fuch 
** cafe have been highly improper.” &c. &c. 


Seconp PosTSCRIPT. 


‘© Baboo-row, the Paifhwa’s vakeel, has 
‘* obferved to me in the courfe of converfa- 
‘* tion, that his mafter has not the flighteft 
“< idea of failing in his engagements with 
‘* the Englith, or of contracting any friend- 
‘< fhip with the French; but that the treaty 
“forbids the march of Englith forces 
** through the Paifhwa’s dominions; that 
** therefore the appearance of the detach- 
<* ment now on its march, is an a infringe- 
“« ment of the nae . 


he 
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Although it may appear improper to 

# « pepest the fame thing over again, yet the 
‘‘ importance of the fubject may plead in 
*¢ my excufe. On ejther part,.a doubt fub- 
* fifts. The Poonah minifters.fufpect that 
‘¢ the Englifh forces on their march to Bom- 
‘‘ bay, though oftenfibly for the purpofe of 
f* oppofing the French, are in reality in- 
‘* tended for the fupport of Roganaut-row; 
“and that the Englifh at Bombay, who 
“< were not included in the treary with the 
«¢ Paifhwa, which was concluded through 
‘* the government of Bengal, with the advace 
**.of the chief at Calcutta, are defirous of 
‘* breaking with the Paifhwa, and fupport- 
‘* ing Roganaut-row; and that the detach- 
‘© ment had been fent at their requifition. 
‘¢ They alledge, that the chief of Calcutta 
** writes to them, that he is firmly refolved 
<« to adhere to the treaty with the Paifhwa; 
“and that the detaghment he has {ent to 
** Bombay, is folely to awe the French, 
4s without the leaft defign to affift Roganau- 

. of D 3 “* row; 


S$ 


1978. 


54 


* 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


$778. ‘© row; and that fince it is forbidden in the 


« treaty to difpatch troops over land, the 
‘march of the troops is a breach of it: 
« Phat if it is neceflary to fend troops to 
‘* Bombay to awe the French, they ought to 
** be fent by fea. 


© The Englifh on their part fufpect the 

*€ Poonah minifters of joining the French, 
¢* in confequence of having receiveda French 
«© vakeel, As the Paifhwa formerly wrote 
*¢ me, that he had no idea of failing in his 
‘* engagements with the Englifh, and that 
“he had given no encouragement to the 
‘¢ French vakeel, who came for the purpofe 
*¢ of traffic, and that he had difmiffed him, 
“‘ therefore requefted that I would fatisfy 
*‘ you in that refpe€&t; I, in confequence, 
** formerly wrote you ajl thefe particulars. 
** As I havea voucher in my hand from the 
‘* Paifhwa, that he has no conne@tion with 
** the French, and is fteady to his engage- 
** ments with the Englifh, I am able, by 
** this voucher, to give you complete. fatis- 
* faction on this head; but I have no 
“ voucher, or intimation, from you, by 
§* which 
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““ which £ may be able to give fatisfaction 1778. 


‘* to him. 


<* As-he pleads a prohibition in the treaty, 
“* to the march of forces over land, and like- 
‘* wife complains refpecting the money col- 
‘* lected by Colonel Leflie in his territories, 
** what anfwer can be made thereto? 


‘© As the time requires that a reconcilia- 
‘* tion take place with the Poonah minitters, 
** you will confider and determine what re-~ 
‘* ply {hall be given to thefe two points of 
‘© which they complain; and by what means 
‘* they may be fatisfied ; and communicate 
‘* your refolution to me, that I may write 
‘* conformably thereto, and remove all 
‘© doubts,” 


The obfervation made, in this letter, by 
the Maha-Rajah, on the impolicy of our 
army wafting their time in the Bundlecund 
countries, at a tune when the Poonah mi- 
nifters were feparately employed in their 
own private affairs, or in the war with 
Hyder-Naig, a juncture when the march 

D4 of 
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of the Bengal detachment to Bombay might 
have been effetted with the greateht cake, 
while jt. vindicates the conduct of the Su- 
prenve Council, and arraigns, 4a all the fim- 
ple feverity of common fenfe, that of the 
Prefidency of: Bombay, ferves, in fome rhea- 
fure, to explain the Rajah's own views, and 
to.recancile the.readinefs with which he af- 
fifted the Enplifh at one period, and the 
tearnefinefs with which he vindicates the 
Paithwa from the charge brought againét 
-him by the Company’s fervants, offering 
ins own mediation tp bring about a perfeét 
reconciliation between his own countrymen 
‘and the Englifh, at another. For by this 
“time Morabah-Furnefe, with the other ad- 
herents of Ragobah, were under confine- 
ment in feparate prifons ; the intrigues and 
affurances of aid from France had made an 
- impreffion on Hyder-Ally and the Marvatta 
admimftration ; anda treaty, which was af- 
terwards concluded at Poonah, had been &t 
.on foot by the Nizam, for an alliance be- 

tween himfelf, the Marrattas, and ; 
} s nite ie 
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i "The Malta-Rajzh was not drawn into 177§. 


‘this alliance by‘any hatred of the English, 
v0 .whont his profeffions of friendthip, if we 
gay judge Joy his ations, were fincere and 
cordial; but by the neceffity of the times, 
and that of chufing a party: for in the 
conteft that had arifen between his country- 
men and the Eaft-India Company, a perfctt 
neutrality on the part of the Rajah was im- 
praCticable. Advanced in years, the firft 
with of his foul was peace; and to obtain 
this the offered, as has been already med- 
‘tioned, and warmly prefied his mediation. 
The intrigues of the French with the Mar- 
yatta chiefs and Hyder-Ally-Cawn, their 
reports of the general combination againlt 
the Britifh empire in Europe and in Ame- 
rica, of the misfortunes that had befallen, 
and the calamities that aflailed and threat- 
ened to overwhelm us, joined to thera 
furance of powerful fuccours by {ea :and 
land, {pread a-general opinion throughont 
India, that all the crowns that centered:-in 
the King were now settering on his head, 
and that fome of them had already fallen. 
The latent {parks of ambition and of re- 
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1773. venge. whith the powér and profperity of 


Great Britain had fmotherad, began now to 
fnoke, and to threaten an eruption. For 
a combination was formed among all the 
other leading powers of Hindoftan againfk 
the Englifh. 


The prince who took the lead in thefor- 
mation of this confederacy was Nisarm- 
Ally-Cawn, the Soubah of the Deccan, 
reputed the moft fubtle politician, after the 
death-ef Nundocomar, in India. ‘The do- 
minions of this prince are of {mall extent, 
his revenue is {canty, his military ftrength 
infignificant, nor was he ever, at any period 
of his life, diftinguifhed for perfonal cou- 
rage, or the {pirit of enterprize. But he 
was highly refpetable on account of his 
rank and defcent; and this reverence for 
his perfon con{pired with a natural infinua- 
tion and addrefs to gain an afcendant over 
the minds of his countrymen. It feems to 
have been his conftant and ruling maxim, 
te fament the incentives of war among his 
neighbours, to prefit by their weaknefs and 
embasrafiments, but to avoid being 4 party 

; himéelf 
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him&lf in any of their contcfis, ahd rather rp78, 
than expofe himfelf to the dangets of the 
field, to fubmit to humiliating facridces, 


The Prefidency of Fert St. George hav+ = - 
ing concluded an alliance with his brother, 
Bajaiet Jung, by which they acquited pof- 
{¢ffian of the Guntoor Circar, the Nizam 
was moved with a fpirit of revenge, and e 
jealoufy was awakened in his breaft of the 
ambitious views of that and the other Eng- 
lith governments in Afia. Thefe fentiments 
he alfo excited without difficulty in the mind 
of Hyder-Ally, who felt difguft at our ac- 
quifition of that Cirear, and confidered the 
prefent junGture as a fit opportunity of reven- 
ging the attacks that had Been made on his 
country by the Englith inthe preceding war, 
at the inftigation of the Nabob o f Arcott. 
The Rajah of Berar, follicited to join this 
confederacy, and apprehenfive of thedangers 
which threatened him, if, in the general 
combination again{t our countryman in the 
Eaft, he alone fhould ftand forth in the 
charaGer of thein avowed friend, adopted 
that plan of conduG which was naturally 

fuggetted 
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4778 fuggefted to his imagination by his love of 


peace, his apprehenfion of danger, his un- 
willingnefs to break with the Englifh, and 
the natural fubtlety and fimulation of Afia- 
tic climates and forms of government. He 
formally, and to appearance, acceded to this 
grand alliance againft the influence and au- 
thority of the Englifh nation in the Eaft, 
while, at the fame time, he determined {fe- 
cretly to befriend them. Had the Prefi- 
dency of Bombay, with that decifion of 
counfel and promptitude of action which 
are for the moft part neceffary to the execu- 
tion of great defigns, feized the proper time 
for raifing Roganaut-row to the regency of 
Poonah, by an armed force, their defign 
would in all probability have fucceeded.— 
While the friends of that chief were in pof- 
feffion of the fupreme authority of the Mar- 
ratta ftate, Moraba having been vefted with 
the dignity of Paifhwa, in the ftead of Na- 
na-Furnefe; while the Marratta chiefs were 
either taken up with their own private con- 
cers, or entangled in a war with Hyder- 
Ally; and a ftrong detachment from Ben- 
gal had croffed the Jumna, with orders to 

march 
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march directly to Bombay by the fhorteft 27% 

route that was practicable; had a vigorous 

‘effort been made for the reftoration of Ra- 

gobah, as it might have been, and the Go- 

vernor-general intended, by a co-operation 

‘and coincidence of movements between the 

forces from Bombay and the detachment 

ander Colonel Leflie; Moodajee-Booflah 

would not even have made a thew of join- 

ing the quadruple alliance above mentioned, 

but have openly efpoufed the caufe of the 

Englifh. But ‘ the arrow was fhot, and 

“* could not be recalled.” While Colonel 

Leflie loitered away his time in Bundlecund, 

the country of diamonds, and the Prefidency 

of Bombay feemed to hefitate concerning 

the expediency of meafures on which they 

had appeared, before the march of the Ben- 

gal army, to be bent and determined, a fe- 

cond and unexpected revolution was, on the 

16th of June, effected at Poonah, by which 

Morabah-Furnefe, with his principal “ad- 

herents, was imprifoned ; the’ intrigues of 

St. Labin at Poonah, Choul, and Manga- 

lore, ‘had préparéd' the minds of the Mat- 

rattas and Hyder-Ally to join in a projeét 
. for 
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a-78 for expelling the English from India; and a 


confederacy had been formed by the Sou- 
bah of the Deccan for that purpofe. To 
make a thew of joining the confederacy, 
for thefe reafons, appeared to Moodajee 
Booflah the fafeft courfe for himfelf; and 
he determined to unite, if poffible, as al- 
ready mentioned, his own fecurity with that 
of the Britith in India. Whether we ought 
to afcribe this refolution in favour of our 
countrymen to a natural partiality or predi- 
tection, to a regaid to the political balance 
in India, or, as the iffue of the war was 
doubtful, to the advantage of having fome 
degree of merit to plead with whatever par- 
ty fhould prove victorious; or, in what- 
ever manner and proportion thefe fentiments 
and views were blended together, certain it 
is, that this Marratta was drawn into the 
confederacy againft the Eaft-India Company 
with infinite reluCtance, and that, although 
the circumftances of the times deterred him 
from taking part with the Englith, and even 
confirained him to affame the mafk of hof- 
tility, it was his purpofe to communicate 
friendly intelligence to the English, and to 

abftain 
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abftain from all hoftile adtions, as long as 177%, 
he might do the former with fecrecy, and — 
the latter with fafety. 


In this fituation of affairs, which appear- 
ed fo little favourable to the caufe of Rago- 
bah and of the Englifh, the Prefidency of 
Bombay refolved to urge his pretenfiens to 
the throne of Poonah by force of arms.— 
This chief, like other men of rank among 
the Hindoos, as well as the Perfians, Tar- 
tars, and other adjoining nations, who have 
inhabited Hindoftan fince it was conquered 
by Timurbeg or Tamerlane, poffeffed in an 
eminent degree the qualities of politenefs 
and addrefs, as well as the virtues of affabi- 
lity, hofpitality, and liberality of difpofition. 
His engaging manners, with the remains of 
his weaith, it is faid, which he found means 
to fave when he fled from Poonah, and 
which he diftributed with a liberal hand, 
procured him not a little favour among the 
ftrangers with whom he fojourned as a re- 
fugee and exile. Ragobah, on field days, 
and at reviews, ufed to walk in the front of 
the lines, on which occafions he received, 

and 
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common military compliments. His per- 
fon was tall and flender; his countenanes 
manly and expreffive. His turban and his 
arms were always loaded with jewels.— 
When he tefided, under the proteétion of 
the Company, in the ifland of Bombay, he 
had an adopted fon with him, a young man 
about fourteen years of age, diftinguifhed 
even among the noble youth of the Eaft by 
the comelinefs of his countenance and grace- 
fulnefs of hi >erfon. He was fond of this 
Jad, even to excefs; for he has frequently 
been heard to fay, that ‘* if his eyes could 
*‘ behold his fon in the poffeffion of the re- 
*¢ gency to which he himfelf made preten- 
** fions, he would die in peace.” Ragobah, 
belides troops of his own, Sepoys, raifed 
when he was at Bombay a company of Ar- 
menians, Portuguefe, Germans, Danes, 
Dutch, Englifh, and other nations. Thefe 
he called his Chriftian company. He boaft- 
ed much of their valour and difcipline, and 
placed, or pretended to place, great confi- 
dence in their attachment to his perfon.— 
He had an infinite number of attendants, 
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lived in a magnificent ftyle, and was very 1778. 


munificent to the officers of his Chriftian 


company. 


_ To place this prince at the head of the 
adminiftration of Poonah, an army amount- 
ing to three thoufand nine hundred and ten 
men, officers included, moved from Bombay 
on the 22d of November, with a great 
quantity of baggage, and a train of nine- 
teen thoufand cattle. Here i suzy be ne- 
ceflary to inform the European reader, that 
in India draughts and carriages are perform- 
ed, for,;the moft part, by bullocks: the 
number of which creatures that is neceflary 
toran army is incredible. The conduct of 
this expedition was entrufted to a committee, 
confifting of Colonel Egerton, Mr. Carnac, 
and Mr. Moftyn. ‘The army marched in 
three divifions. In Ragobah’s divifion, 
which formed the. van, were a number of 
huge elephants, with their caftles mounted 
on their backs, for the ute of his wives and 
his officers: and on one of the largeit rode 
Ragobah -_himfelf, The caftles, which are 
fixed on the backs of the elephants by a 

E kind 
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1778. kind of harnefs under their belly like the 


girth of a faddle, refcmble tents. Each of 
thefe will contain eight or ten perfons. In 
the time of battle they are thrown 
open, by pulling afide the curtains, at four 
different places, whence the people within 
throw darts, fhoot arrows, or ufe mufquetry. 
In the mean time, the creature that fupports 
them rages with the fury of war, and is 
impatient to advance into the midft of the 
enemy. If by chance the contending ar- 
mies fhould clofe together, which feldom 
happens, the elephant, by means of a chain 
which he wields with his trunk, makes 
dreadful havoc among his enemies with that 
weapon. The elephants walk feemingly 
with a flow pace; but nevertheleis they 
make great progreis, making very long fteps. 
This circumftance of the length of their 
fteps, accounts for that rolling motion of 
which perfons mounted on their backs are 
fenfible, and which they compare to the 
motion ‘of a fhip. Thefe animals, for the 
moft part, outwalked the infantry, and were 
generally advanced to a confiderable diftance 
before the reft of the army. Their enor- 


mous 


RATE WAR IN ASIA. 


deeply in the wet ahd foft foil, that our fol- 
diers were incommoded by them in a dif- 
treffing manner; for the holes that were 
made by their feet being prefently filled up 
with water or mire, could not be readily 
diftinguifhed from the furrounding furface. 
Into thefe pits our men frequently plunged, 
to the great entertainment of their compa- 
nions, who foon afforded fimilar amufement 
in their turn; infomuch that, during the 
whole march, while one half of our infan- 
try was kept in a roar of laughter, the other 
poured forth a never-ceafing volley of curfes 
on Ragobah’s elephants. 


The report of this expedition excited fuch 
an alarm among the minifters of Poonah, 
that, by their agent, they offered frefh 
,terms to the Governor before the army had 
moved far from Bombay. Thefe terms 
being rejected, our troops proceeding on 
their deftination, on the 23d of December 
afcended the Gauts, and purfued their march 
to Poonah. But, on the oth of January it 
was determined by the Field-deputies that 

E 2 the 
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1779. the army fhould retreat, on account, as they 


alledged, of a fcarcity of provifions, al- 
though they had a fupply for eighteen days, 
and that after a march of about fifty days, 
without any hoftile obf{tructionin their pro- 
gre(s, they had advanced within one day's 
march of Poonah. The commanding of- 
ficer, Colonel Cockbusn, when confulted in 
this matter, faid, that he hnd not a doubt 
of being able to conduct the expedition to 
the place of its deftination, but that our 
troops had not becn ufed to retreat, and 
that there was greater danger in returnine, 
in the prefent circumftances, to Bombay, 
than in advancing to Poonah. The Poonah 
Committee, however, (fo the Field-deputies 
were called) perfevered in their refolution to 
retreat. ‘The army, encumbered with bag- 
gage, moved off by night. They were at- 
acked by numerous bodies of Marrattas, 

and defended themfelves not only with the 
uimett bravery, but, for the length and heat 
of the fkirmifhes in which they had been 
engased, and the numbers of the affailants, 
with inconfiderable lofs. In the evening of 
the 16th of January, 1779, application was 
made 
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made to Nana-Furnefe and Madajee Schin- 1779. 


diah for an undifturbed retreat to Bombay : 
which was granted at Wargaum, on the 
humiliating condition that Salfette, and 
every other acquifition of the Bombay go- 
vernment, fince the time of Madah-row, 
fhould be given up, and that orders fhould 
be fent to Cclonel Goddard, to return with 
his army to Bengal. It muft not be omit- 
ed, that while the Poonah Committce fub- 
mitted to thefe humiliating terms, they gave 
an exprefs declaration in writing, that the 
terms to which they had acceded were not 
obligatory on the Supreme Council, 


This mortifying intelligence was received 
at Calcutta in the month of February, in a 
literal tranflation of a letter to the Nabob 
of Arcot from Row-Gee, his vakeel at the 
court of Poonah, dated the 18th of January, 
1779, of which the following is a copy. 


«< y. I have addreffed to your Highnefs 

‘¢ feveral letters of late, fome of which I 
‘‘ hope are arrived: I have accounts of 
‘others having been intercepted on the 
E 3 ‘© road, 


7° 
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3779. “road, and hall therefore recapitulate 


«« fome of the moft important tranfactions 
F* here, 


«© 2, The Englith Surdars *, as I have 
«* already wrote to your Highnefs, marched 
** from Bombay to the paffes, and fortified 
‘¢ that of Kodtichully. Roganaut-row took 
** poffeffion of two forts which were in,the 
‘* road, and joined the Englith army, which 
“‘ I hear confifted of feven hundred Euro- 
‘< peans, eight battalions of Sepoys, forty 
** pieces of cannon, mortars, and a quantity 
‘< of powder and military ftores; they had 
s* befides four lacks of rupees in money. 


‘* 3. Siccaram Pundit and Nana-Furnefe, 
*¢ two Marratta Surdars, joined their forces, 
‘* and fatisfied the difcontented chiefs Schin-~ 


. “ diah and Holkar, by giving them money, 


f* jaghires, and other prefents. 


“<4. All the chiefs having met to con- 
s* fult what was to be done in the prefent 
f° ftate of affairs, they all with one voice 
ff agreed, that if Roganaut-row came’ with 
** his 

- © Or. chiefs. 
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*¢ his own forces alone, they fhould receive 1779. 
‘him, and give him a fhare of the power 
‘¢ as formerly ; but fince he came with an 
« army of Englifh, who were of a different 
‘¢ nation from them, and-whofe condué& in 
“«¢ Sujah Dowla’s country, the Rohilla coun- 
‘* try, Bengal, and the Carnatic, they were 
‘¢ well acquainted with, they unanimoufly 
‘* determined not to receive Roganaut-row ; 
‘“* as otherwife, in the end, they would be 
‘* obliged to forfake their religion, and be- 
‘* come the flaves of Europeans. Upon this 
‘* they exchanged oaths; and Nehum-row, 
«‘ Apagee Pundit, and Schindiah, were fent 
‘¢ with an army of 15,000 horfe, befides 
*¢ foot, to the Gaut of Tulicanoon, and were 
** followed immediately after by Siccaram 
‘‘ Pundit and Nana-Furnefe, with 40,000 
‘“* horfe. 


‘¢ s, It has been for fome time the fixed 

‘¢ determination of the Englifh Surdars to 
‘< give their affiftance to Roganaut-row, in 
‘* replacing him at the head of the govern- 
“‘ ment; an army was fent from Calcutta, 
‘¢ who made an alliance with Booflah (Ra- 
E 4 ‘¢ jah 
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1779. ‘‘ jah of Berar), and they were greatly en- 


«€ couraged by the news of the furrender of 
‘«« Pondicherry. 


«© 6, Mr. Moftyn, who went from Poo- 
‘¢ nah, made them believe, that many of 
<¢ the Marratta Surdars were in their inte- 
“¢ reft, and that as foon as their army fhould 
‘‘ arrive at the Gaut, Holkar would join 
‘¢ them with all his forces. 


« + The Englith, trufting to this, 
‘‘ marched their army to the Gaut, and 
‘* waited impatiently for a whole month, 
‘* but no one appeared to join their ftand- 
‘‘ard. The Englifh army marched for- 
** ward from the Gaut, and were fo much 
“« harraffed by the Marrattas, as not to be 
‘fable to proceed more than two cofs * a 
** day, during which time they loft a great 
“‘ many of their men by the fire kept upon 
* them by the Marzattas. When they came 


~ “© to Chockly, which is about fourteen cofs 


“* from the pafs, they were obliged to halt; 
“ Captain Stewart, one of their Surdars, 
“* was killed at this place. 


. “8. On 
* A cofs is five Englith miles. 
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<< 8. On the 21ft of January, the Euro- 4779. 

“< pean army arrived at Tulicanoon (ieven- 
<* teen cofs from the‘ pafs) ; Mr. Carnac, fe- 
<‘ cond of Bombay, was with them. Sic- 
‘« caram fent a body of horfe to Tulicanoon 
“* to harrafs them ; twenty-five Europeans, 
<< amongft whom was an officer, and one 
‘«« hundred Sepoys, were killed on the firft 
“*‘ day; the Marrattas had two hundred men 
“¢ killed. 


€ g. On the fecond day the Englifh were 
<< furrounded on all fides by the Marrattas, 

and all fupplies of provifions cut off from 
“them. Seeing themfelves in this fitua- 
“* tion, they determined, if poffible, to re- 
“‘ turn by the Gaut, and coniulted upon the 
‘© means to effect their retreat. Roganaut- 
‘* rowhearing this, fent privately to the Mar- 
“ rattachief, Sch ndiah, telling hun, thatif 
‘“he would attack the Cnglith, he would 
‘* join him with his two battalions of Sepoys, 
‘* and fix hundred horie. ‘The Englifh, it 
‘“ would appear, had intelligence of this ; 
‘< for, on the 13th of January, they fudden- 
‘‘ly marched fecretly from Tulicanoon, 


“« taking 
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s77y. “taking Roganaut-row with them, and 
‘* leaving their baggage and tents ftanding, 
“* under the protection of two hundred Eu- 
*« sopeans and one battalion of Sepoys, with 
* eight pieces of cannon, to make the Mar- 
«¢ rattas believe that their whole force was 
‘¢ at Tulicanoon—Siccaram, however, got 
*¢ private intelligence of their retreat ; and, 
«¢ with Nana-Furnefe, Schindiah, and Hol- 
kar went to cut off their march. At 
“© the fame time he fent a body of horfe ta 
<* Tulicanoon, where the reft of the Englith 
“ were encamped. The Marrattas as ufual 
« fell upon the plunder, and a {mart en- 
« gagement enfued between them and the 
** Englifh. The detachment, who had 
«* marched with Roganaut-row, but had not 
** proceeded far, returned to the affiftance 
‘of thofe in their camp. A heavy can- 
“*nonade was kept up by the Marrattas 
“‘ from midnight till four o’clock the next 
** day; the Englith were not able to march 
** one foot of way, and all their firing took no 
** effect; one hundred and fifty Europeans, 
** with many of their officers, and eight hun- 
** dred Sepoys, were killed. The Marrattas 
: ¢ fure 
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** furrounded them, and kept patroles going 477g, 
«¢ all night, to prevent any from efcaping. 
«¢ On the 14th, the ‘Marrattas commenced 
«¢ their cannonading again: fifty Europeans 
‘© and four hundred Sepoys were killed. The 
«© Englith ceafed firing, feeing that it had 
*© no effect. In the evening of that day, 
‘* the fervant of Roganaut-row, and that of 
«« Mr. Carnac, brought a letter to Madah- 
“‘ row, acquainting him, that they would 
“‘ fend a trufty perfon to confer with him 
‘© upon fome matters, if leave was given. 
‘© The Surdars read the letter, and fent an 
** anfwer by the fame perfon, that they were 
‘* willing to ceafe hoftilities, until a perfon 
«< was fent. ‘They, however, took care to 
“‘ keep a ftrict patrole round the Englith 
‘camp all night. On the 15th, the Mar- 
‘* ratta Surdars went to the trenches, and 
‘‘ began firing again; but it was not an- 
‘* fwered from the Englifh camp. Soon 
** after, Mr. Farmer (a gentleman who was 
“* fome time ago at your Highnefs’s court) 
‘‘came from the Englith camp, and the 
s* fire of the Marrattas immediately ceated. 
** The Marrattas fent for him into the pre- * 
«* fence, 
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1779. ** fence, and Mr. Farmer faid to them, 


‘ We are only merchants.—When difputes 
** prevailed with you, Roganaut-row came 
‘* to us, and demanded our protection. We 
“‘ thought he had a right to the govern- 
** ment, and gave him our affiftance. No- 
‘* thing but ill fortune attends him, and we 
‘¢ have been brought to this miferable ftate 
“* by keeping him with us. You are mafters 
** to keep him from us. We fhall hence- 
“* forth adhere to the treaties that have for- 
** merly taken place between us. Be plea- 
** fed to forgive what has happened.’ 


“‘ The minifter anfwered, * Roganaut- 
** row is one of us. What right could you 
«« have to interfere inourconcerns with him? 
«* We now defire you to give up Salfette and 
«© Baffeen, and what other countries you 
<* have poffeffed yourfelves of;'as alfo the Cir- 
‘¢ cars, thofe of the Pergunnahs of Baroch, 
“© &c. which you have taken in Guzzarat : 
* adhere to the treaty made in the time of 
*¢ Bajalee-row, and afk nothing elfe.’— 
«¢ Mr. Farmer heard this anfwer, and re- 


‘‘ turned to his camp. While this negoci- 
‘* ation 
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“< ation was Carrying on, 15,000 Marratta 5779, 


«« horfe were fent againft fome out-pofts 
«¢ where the Englifh had entrenched them- 
“< felves, and fet fire to them, putting every 
“© one they met with to death. They did 
<< the fame at the fort of Choul, where the 
‘¢ Englifh had fortified themfelves. I heard 
<¢ all this from Nana-Furnefe ; whether it 
«* be true or falfe, I am not certain. 


“© On the 6th, at noon, Mr. Farmer re- 
<* turned, and told Schindiah that he had 
‘* brought a blank paper, figned and fealed, 
“« which the Marratta chiefs might fill up 
‘* as they pleafed. Schindiah told the mi- 
‘* nifters, that although they had it in their 
‘* power to make any demands they pleafed, 
“< it would not be advifeable to do it at this 
“‘ time. * For our making large demands 
‘<* would only fow refentment in their hearts, 
‘* and we had better demand only what is 
“« neceffary. Let Roganaut-row be with us, 
“* and'the treaty between us and the Englifh 
‘* will be adhered to. Let Salfette and the 
** Pergunnah in Guzzarat, &c. be given 
*‘ back to us. Let the Bengal army return 

“* back. 
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“ back. For the reft, let us act with them 
<< as is ftipulated in the treaty with Bajalee- 
‘<‘ row; let the jewels mortgaged by Roga- 
<¢ naut-row be reftored, and nothing de- 
«© manded for them. Let all thefe articles 


_ be wrote out on the papér which they 


‘¢ have fent.” Which was accordingly done. 
“© Tt is likewife conditioned, that till this 
“‘ treaty is returned, figned and fealed by 
“«* the Governor of the Council and Select 
<< Committee, under the Company’s Seal, 
<< and till Salfette and the other countries be 
«* given up, the nephew of Captain Stewart, 
«© and My. Farmer fhall remain in the Mar- 
‘¢ ratta camp, as hoftages for the due perfor- 
«« mance of the articles of this treaty.’ 


“‘ The Englith foldiers who have efcaped 

** with their lives, fafted for three days, and 
‘** are now ina miferable condition. The 
‘* Europeans and Sepoys have all grounded 
** their arms.—On the 17th the treaty was 
“* fent to the Marratta camp. The articles 
“* were written in Perfian, Marratta, and 
“« Englith, fealed with the Company’s Seal, 
** and figned by Mr. Carnac and feven offi- 
** cers, 
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*¢ cers, After this the Marratta Surdars fent 1779 
«© them victuals, which they needed much. 

«¢ The Englifh marched out, efcorted by two 

<* thoufand Marratta borfe; but Roganaut- 

<< row, not finding a lucky hour, did not 

‘* go to the Marratta camp, but will go af. 

“<< ter twelve o'clock to-morrow.” 


Whether the act of perfidy imputed in 
this letter to Roganaut-row was real or fic- 
titious, may admit of fome doubt. It is 
perfectly confonant to the fubtlety and ar- 
tifices of eaftern policy, to fuppofe that this 
charge was artfully infinuated to the Nabob 
of Arcot’s vakeel with a view of undermin- 
ing Ragobah in the. favour of the Englifh, 
But the following particulars relating to 
this Marratta have been admitted on autho- 
rity that is unqueftionable. While our ar- 
my lay encamped on the fields of Tulica- 
noon, Roganatt-row, who had a camp of 
his own feparate from ours, fent notice to 
Mr. Carnac, the grand field-deputy, who 
controlled all matters in this expedition, 
that he had difcovered three men in his 
camp, who, he had reafon to believe, had a 

defign 
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1779. defign on his life, and defired to know how 


he might be permitted to difpofe of them. 
Mr. Carnac returned for anfwer, that he 
was at liberty to difpofe of them as he 
fhould think proper. Whereupon Ragobah 
punithed one of thefe miferable creatures 
with the lofs of his eyes; another, with 
that of his tongue; and the third he depri- 
ved of both his legs by amputation. ‘The 
laft unhappy fufferer foon died through lofs 
of blood. Ragobah affigned fome fanciful 
reafons why one of thefe victims fhould be 
deprived of the power of fpeech ; another, 
of that of walking; and a third, of the 
fenfe of fight. 


The failure of this expedition may be 
afcribed in general to that fluctuation and 
indecifion which ufually chara¢terife thofe 
counfels and meafures, which are directed 
not by the energy of one prefiding mind, 
but by the jarring opinions and views of 
different and unconnected individuals. Had 
the Bombay army marched towards Poonah 
either fooner or later, had they either ad- 
vanced to that feat of government in the 

favourable 
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favourable circumftances already defcribed, 1779, 


or waited for the junGtion of the army from 
Bengal, fuccefs would have been certain.— 
Even under ali the difadvantages which 
oppofed themfelves to the expedition from 
Bombay in November 1778, there is reafon 
to believe that the end for which it was 
moved would have been completely anfwer- 
ed, had not the Commander in chief been 
circum{cribed in his defigns and operations 
by the appointment of Field-deputies: a 
meafure, the bad effects of which have 
been conftantly fhewn by experience.— 
Debate and execution are in their nature in- 
compatible. The fuccefs of military ope- 
rations depends very much upon unity of 
command, without which there can neither 
be decifion, nor prompt and timely exe- 
cution. 


Mr. Carnac and Colonel Egerton, for 
Mr. Moftyn, the other member of the Poo- 
nah Committee, died on the march, having 
refolved that our forces fhould be recon- 
ducted'to Bombay, fent a letter, bearing date 
the 11th of January, 1779, to Colonel 

F Goddard, 


ban 
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Goddard, ordering him not to continue his 
march to Poonah, but to return to Bengal, 
or to remain on the borders of Berar. In 
this letter the intended retreat to Bombay 
was not mentioned. The Colonel, after 
mature refleCtion, notwithftanding this or- 
der, and that a vakeel from the Marratta 
minifters had arrived in his camp with 2 
copy-of the humiliating convention of Wor- 
gaum, determined to purfue his deftination. 
He denied that the Poonah Committee had. 
any authority over him, and declared his 
refolution to execute his orders, from the 
Supreme Council, to march to Bombay for 
the fecurity of the Company’s poffeffions 
again{t the defigns of the French. 


When Colonel Goddard fucceeded to the 
chizf command of the Bengal detachment, 
he received a charge to renew the negocia- 
tion with Moodajee-Booflah, on the princi- 
ples of Mr. Elliot’s inftrutions, with full 
power to conclude a treaty. And the Go- 
vernor-general, in profecution of the fame 
views, wrote the following letter to the 

Maha- 
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Maha-Rajah’s prime minifter, dated at Cal- 1779. 
cutta the 23d of November, 1778; 


‘© In the whole of my conduct I have 
«<departed from the common line of 
‘* policy, and have made advances when 
‘¢ others in my fituation would have waited 
“¢ for folicitations; as the greateft advan- 
«* tages to which I can look, cannot in 
*€ their nature equal thofe to which the 
‘¢ profperous iffue of our meafures may 
“© conduct the ftate of the Maha-Rajah’s 
‘¢ government. But I know the charac- 
“‘ ters to which I addrefs myfelf. I truft 
‘* to the approved bravery and {pirit of your 
‘ chief, that he will ardently catch at the 
“* objects prefented to his ambition; and to 
‘* your wifdom, of which, if fame reports 
‘** truly, no minifter ever poffeffed a larger 
‘* portion, that you will view their impor- 
‘** tance in too clear a light to hazard a 
‘“* lofs of them, by attempting to take an 
‘* advantage of the defire which I have ex- 
‘* prefied for their accomplifhment. This 
‘‘ intimation is not fo much intended for a 
“ Caution to you, as for an explanation of 
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1779. ** my conduct tothofe who may be lefs able 
‘¢ to penetrate the grounds of it.” 


Agreeably to the defigns of the Gover- 
nor-general, Colonel Goddard, with the 
detachment under his command, in the be- 
ginning of January 1779, croffed the Nar- 
buddah and encamped on the fouthern 
banks of that river within the territory of 
Berar, where he was furnifhed with cath, 
provifions, and draft-cattle for his artillery, 
and where he waited to be informed of the 
final refolution of Moodajee-Booflah. He 
deputed Lieutenant Weatherftone to Naig- 
pore, in order to prefs the Rajah to con- 
clude the propofed treaty and immediately 
to enter on its execution. But that prince, 
influenced by the confiderations above-men- 
,tioned, remained inflexible : for which rea- 
fon, Colonel Goddard, finding all his at- 
tempts to draw the Rajah into an alliance 
ineffectual, advanced by quick marches to- 
wards Poonah. But, on receiving the let- 
ter aboye-mentioned from Mr. Carnac and 
Colonel Egerton, he moved with his detach- 
ment from Brahampore on the 6th of Fe- 

bruary, 
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es 


bruary, arid, about the 2oth of that month, 1779. 


he arrived at Surat, without having met 
with any oppofition, or fo much as ever 
feeing an enemy. For the Marrattas had 
called in all their troops to oppofe the army 
from Bombay, and the convention with 
Mr. Carnac at Worgaum, until it was dif- 
avowed in Bombay, had lulled them into an 
opinion that they were now in the pofiel+ 
fion of fecure profperity. 


An extreme fluGuation in the councils of 
Bombay had induced Mr. Haftings to con-+ 
fider the caufe of Roganaut-row as al- 
moft defperate. That fome chief fhould 
be piaced at the heal of the Marratta re- 
gency, who fhould conduct the government 
on the ground of alliance and friendfhip 
with the Englifh, was a meafure which the 
prefent juncture of affairs rendered highly 
expedient; but that a military force fhould 
be fent from Bengal to fupport the govern- 
ment of Bombay, at all adventures, in op- 
pofition to the power and machinations of 
our enemies both in Europe and Afia, feem- 
ed neceflary to the prefervation of the 

F 3 Britith 
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Britith fettlements in India. An embafly 
was therefore fent to incline the Rajah of 
Berar to unite his forces with ours, and to 
become a candidate for the fovereignty of 
the Marratta Empire. But, whether he 
fhould accede to this propofal, or chufe to 
remain inactive, the Englifh commander 
was ordered in general to march acrofs the 


peninfula of Hindoftan, for the fupport of 


our friends on its weftern thores, in all events, 
againft all their enemies. While the iffue of 
the negociation entered into with the Ma- 
hah-Rajah was uncertain, to have intrufted 
the defign in his favour to the Prefidency 
ef Bombay, could not have produced any 
good effects, but might have been attended 
with bad ones. The perfonal friends of 
Ragobah would have been alarmed and dif- 
gufted, and new occafions of doubt and de- 
Jay would have been prefented to men who 
had already hewn but too many fymptons of 
urefolution. If the Rajah of Berar fhould 
grafp at the objects prefented to his ambi- 
tion, there was nothing at Poonah to.oppofe 
plaufible and juft pretenfions, fupported by 
the united power of the Rajah and the Eng- 
lith ; 


ZATE WAR [N ASIA. 


#9 


lifh: if he fhould not, the efforts of the 1779. 


gentlemen of Bombay in favour of Rago- 
bah, however defultory they might be, ijl 
timed, or unfuccefsful, would yet, in pro- 
‘portion to their extent, occafion a diverfion 
of the Marratta forces, and faciliate the ex- 
pedition under the command of Colonel 
Goddard. It is in this manner that fupe- 
riour acquire and maintain an afcendency 
over inferior natures, and without even be- 
{towing their confidence which might be 
abufed, convert them into inftruments of 
their defigns, merely by a fagacious anticj- 
pation of the courfe of condu@ they will be 
moft likely to purfue in given fituations.— 
The views of Mr. Haftings, in this com- 
plicated affair were not more judicious and 
manly than fortunate. If the expedition 
from Bombay to Poonah tarnifhed, in fome 
ameafure, the honour of the Britifh name, 
the fafe arrival of Colonel Goddard at Surat, 
ferved to retrieve it. 


The Goyernor-general, and Supreme 
Council, which the arrival of Sir Eyre 
Coote in Bengal on the 27th of March had 
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3779. mad¢ complete, at the firft affembly of the 
Board, refolved, if poffible, to conclude a 
Jafting peace with the Marrattas upon the 
ground of the Poorunder treaty in 1776.— 
The perfon who was judged the fitteft mi- 
nifter on our part, in a negociation for this 
purpofe, was Colonel Goddard, now raifed 
to the rank as well as the command of a 
General. Having received inftructions to 
ufe his utmoft endeavours to effect a reconr 
ciliation, and communicated the powers 
with which he had been invefted to the 
minifters of Poonah, they deputed a vakeel 
to Surat with plenipotentiary powers for the 
negociation of peace. In the mean time, 
Ragobah, making his efcape from the of- 
ficers of Scindiah, who had charge of his 
perfon, and were conveying him to a place 
of confinement, fled to Surat, where he ar- 
rived before the vakeel from the Marrattas. 
General Goddard, at the fame time that he 
informed the Marratta government of this 
unexpected event, agreed to afford this fu- 
gitive prince perfonal protegtion. The 
Marratta meffenger returned from Surat te 
Poonah, and promifed to fend back a cate, 

gorical 
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gorical anfwer to our propofals within the 
{pace of three weeks. This period being 
elapfed, the retyrn of the vakeel to Surat 
made known the only terms on which the 
Marratta chiefs would confent to conclude 
a peace, namely, ‘* That the Englith fhould 
** deliver the perfon of Roganaut-row intg 
“«¢ the hands of their vakeel, and make 
** immediate reftitution of the Ifland of 
** Salfette.”’ 


The negotiation for peace was now at an 
end: and General Goddard immediately 
prepared for the profecution of war. 


The ancient kingdom of Guzzarat {s 
bounded on the north by the river Paddar, 
which divides it from the the dominions of 
Perfia. It extends from the ocean on the 
weft, and where the land is indented by the 
Gulphs of Cambait and Scindy, eaftward to 
the confines of Malvaand Chandeifh. It is 
watered by three large rivers wiich receive 
many tributary ftreams, the Mahi, the Nar- 
puddah and the Tapti. On the firit of chefe, 
where it falls into the Sea, ftands the city of 

Cambait, 
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2779. Cambait, on the fecond Baroach, and on 
the third Surat: but the two laft, at the 
diftance of a few leagues from the ocean. 
This fertile province, fo admirably fitted 
for commerce, and efpecially the town of 
Surat, has, from. the earlieft times, carried 
on a moft advantageous as well as extenfive 
trade in cotton, indigo, wheat and other 
grain, and alfo various manufactures.- 


Guzzarat had been governed for ages by 

a fucceffion of native princes, when, in the 
reign of Achar, it was reduced into the 
form of a province of the Mogul Empire, 
The Mahommedan capital of Guzzarat is 
Ammedabad, the work of Achmed and his 
fucceffors, who enlarged, beautified, and 
raifed it to fplendour out of the ruins of the 
antient Hindoo cities, Chappaneer and Nar- 
valla. In Ammedabad we fee, at this day, 
the Mofque and tomb of Achmed its foun- 
der, built entirely of ftone and marble, and 
of fuch exquifite workmanfhip as to remain 
uninjured by the hand of time, although it 
has flood for four centuries. Ammedabad 
is fituated upon the eaft bank of a ftream, 
though 
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though {mall, yet pleafant, wholefome, and 1779. 
conftant. The walls, which’ ftill remain, 
are about fix mules in circumference, and 
there is a very wide and deep ditch carried 
all around them. Befides this ditch, new 
works have been fince conftruGted, where 
the original defences, ether from decay'or 
fituation, were judged infufficient, There 
are twelve gateways, by which you pafs in 
and out of the city. Thefe gateways, and 
other parts of the walls, appear to have been 
adorned, at regular diftances, with towers 
and cupolas, which in the days of its {plen- 
dour muft have equally contributed to 
ftrength and magnificient appearance.— 
Within the city, and upon the banks of the 
river, which is called the Sabremetty Nuddy, 
there is an extenfive enclofure diftinguithed 
by the name of the Budder, which was 
formerly the royal refidence. This place 
has in former times been ftrongly fortified 
and its fituation was fuch as to command 
the principal Buzars or market places, courts 
of Juftice, and the ftreets including the pa- 
laces of the chief nobles. But at this day, 
fo greatly has Ammedabad declined from 
its 
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3779. its original fplendour, that not more than a 


quarter of the fpace within the walls is 
inhabited. Without the walls, the fub- 
urbhs, as is evident from isfallible vefti- 
ges, muft have extended to the diftance of 
three miles round. Such was the flourith- 
ing condition of the capital and whole pro- 
vince of Guzzarat under Mahommedan 
princes, fo late as the reign of the great 
Aurengzebe, who, towards the end of the 
laft century, extended his dominion over 
the whole peninfula of India within the 
Ganges, 


The influence of climate and fail, with 
other phyfical caufes, have a more fteady and 
fixed influence on the characters of nations, 
than forms of government, laws, religion, 
or any thing that depends for its efficacy 
on a mere appeal to our moral nature. In 
two or three generations, it is obferved, the 
progeny of the Tartarian and Perfian con- 
querors of the plains of Hindoftan, are fub- 
dued by an enervating climate, and fink 
down with the effeminate aborigines of the 
rountry into floth and fenfuality. The 

vigour 


LATE WAR IN ASIA, 93 


vigour of Aurengzebe fufpended for a {pace og, 
of thirty years, the fatal effects of luxury 
on the name and power of the Mahomme- 
dan conquerors of Hindoftan. But the 
imbecillity of his fucceffors, con{piracies and 
civil wars in the centre of the empire, and 
a total relaxation of government in all its 
remote and extended provinces, univerfally 
encouraged the fubordinate and tributary 
princes to aflert their independence on the 
Emperor; nor was the Soubah of Guzzarat 
found more loyally attached to the Sove- 
reign Lord of India within the Ganges than 
the other chiefs, who in thetime of Aureng- 
zebe had exercifed only delegated power. 


The ftrength of the Mogul Empire being 
broken by difmemberment and feparation, 
and habits of indolence having taken place 
of that vigour of character which had efta- 
blifhed the power and domination of different 
Mahommedan leaders, the Marrattas, under 
theconduct of Rajah Sahoo-row, iffuing from 
the mountains of the Deccan, and fpreading 
flaughter and defolation wherever they di- 
seCted their deftructive fteps, revenged on 

the 
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1779. the effeminate fons the calamities infli@ed 


by their warlike fathers. Some, unable to 
ftem the torrent, abandoned all to its refift~ 
lefs fury. Others fought to purchafe pre~ 
fent relief, and a precarious refpite from ut- 
ter ruin, by pecuniary tribute and territori- 
al conceffion. In the province of Guz- 
garat, which fell at this time under the 
power of the Marrattas, we find, accord~ 
ingly, fome veftiges of the Mahommedan 
dominion at Surat and Cambait. Thefe places 
are ftill under the government of Mahomme- 
dan princes, who ftyle themfelves Nawabs ; 
but their authority is confined within the 
walls of the cities, and even the fcanty 
revenue of this limited domain, they are 
obliged to fhare liberally with the Marrat- 
tas. The lofs of the capital Ammedabad, 
which, after a vigorous refiftance was be- 
trayed into the hands of the Marrattas, was 
followed by an inftant and complete dif. 
folution of the Mogul authority. 


The defcendants of the Nawab Cum- 
maul-ul-dien, the family which was thea 
difpaffefied of the government, now refide in 

obfeurity, 
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eb{curity, upon a {mall eftate allowed them 4479; 
in the neighourhood of Pattan, under the 
protection and vigilant jealoufy of Futty 
Sing, reprefentative of the family of Gui- 
cowar, to whom the greater part of Guzzarag 
was tranimitted by hereditary {ucceffion from 
Pillajee their original founder. This chief, 
the grandfather of Futty Sing Guicowar, 
the prefent reigning Prince, was eminently 
diftinguifhed by his political as well as 
by his military talents. His important 
fervices in the field to Sahoo-row, Rajah 
of Setterah, were rewarded with the rich 
and extenfive kingdom of Guzzarat, the 
greateft part of which he had himfelf con- 
quered from the Mahommedan princes who 
at that time governed it in the name of the 
Mogul Emperors or Kings of Delhi. But 
after the death of Pillajee, his fon and fuc- 
ceffor Damajee, having repaired, for the 
purpofe of accommodating certain dif- 
ferences with the Marratta government, to 
Poonah, was treacheroufly confined, com- 
pelled to make a partition of his province 
with the reigning Paifhwa, and to enter into 
fuch other engagements as that Prince 
chofe 
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iy7g, Chole to preicribe, before he could oe 
his freedom. 


- Genetal Goddard; who was happily en<. 
trufted with the whole conduct of the war, 
fn the formation of plans as well as in 
their execution, refolved -to commence 
the campaign by the fettlement of fuch 
an order of affairs in Guzzarat, as fhould 
fecure on our fide its importance to 
the general iffue of the conteft. Such 
an atrangement it was particularly new 
ceflary to make, previoufly to the ap- 
proach of the Marratta forces, left their 
prefence fhould intiniidate and draw over 
to the fide of the Paifhwa, the Prince 
Futty Sing Row Guicowar, whofe incli- 
nation at the beft could only be fuppofed 
to be wavering between the two parties, in 
the caufe of one or other of which he 
mutt, of neceflity, be involved. This ob- 
ject was to be accomplifhed only by one or 
other of the following modes: Either to 
make an union of interefts with F utty Sing, 
or to reduce him under our power by the 
force of arms. To have adopted the. laft 

of 
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of thefe meafures would have combined 1779. 


the prince in a common caufe with the 
Marratta government, and their united 
ftrength, prefenting full {cope to all our 
exertions, would have fo confined our 
operations, and exhaufted our refources, as 
to render all hopes of any acquifition of 
revenue, or other public advantages, abor- 
tive. No prefent provifion could have 
been made for the future profecution of the 
war: the Province of Guzzarat muft have 
been laid wafte and deftroyed; or, if we 
fhould have been able to protect any part 
of it from utter defolation, it muft have 
been expofed to the conftant inroads of a 
predatory enemy. On the eve of engaging 
in a war with the moft powerful ftate 
in Hindoftan, unfupported by any friend 
or ally, and uncertain of the real defigns 
of thofe powers that then profeffed them- 
felves neutral, to conciliate and attach to 
our caufe fo powerful a chief as Futty 
Sing, was an object of the firft importance, 
and abfolutely neceffary for enabling us to 
commence hoftilities with any probable 
profpect of fuccefs. 

Vou. I. G The 
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The General, influenced and aGtuated by 
thefe views, determined, if poflible, to ad. 
juft the fettlement of Guzzarat with Futty 
Sing in an amicable manner, although 
certain unpromifing circumftances naturally 
excited in his mind an apprehenfion that 
but little confidence was to be placed in 
any promifts or declarations that the Ra- 
jah, in the prefent juncture, might be in- 
duced to make, however friendly and {pe- 
cious in appearance. That Prince was 
reprefented, by fome individuals at Bombay, 
as a character naturally infincere and per- 
fidious: and he, on his part, had but too 
juft caufe of retorting the charge of perfidy 
on the Englifh. In the year 1775, when 
the forces from Bombay were in the field 
in fupport of the pretenfions of Roganaut- 
row, the Rajah, after a lon g negociation, 
carried on through the mediation of the 
Englifh commander, and under the faith 
of the Company, was prevailed upon to 
rifque an interview, when he was forcibly 
made prifoner by Ragobah, compelled ta 
agree to the payment of a large fum of 
money, and not fuffered to return to his 

capital 
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capital until he had fent for his daugh- 1779. 


ter, a child of ‘fix or feven years of age, 
and delivered her up as a fecurity for the 
performance of his engagement. The 
fear of meeting with a treatment fimilar to 
‘what he had before experienced, might well 
excite a doubt on the part of Futty Sing 
of our proffered friendfhip. Thefe con- 
fiderations, joined to that dread which the 
Rajah niuft naturally be fuppofed to enter - 
tain of the power and vengeance of the 
Marrattas, prefented fuch difficulties as 
would have diverted a fpirit lefs vigorous 
and ardent than General Goddard, from 
the purfuit of his object. To this, how- 
ever, the General continued to bend all 
his efforts with an addrefs, as well as an 
affiduous zeal, which fully proved the 
difinterefted views which governed his con- 
duct. 


The exclufive conqueft of Guzzarat, 
and the ruin of Futty Sing, were tempting 
objects to private rapacity and ambition: 
General Goddard preferred to both, the 
fatisfaction of procuring a folid and per- 
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1779. Manent advantage to the patriotic. The 


General, to patriotic virtue, added great po- 
litical addrefs as well as military fkill and 
prowefs. Senfible of the good effects 
which the rapid movements and approach 
of the army would produce on the coun- 
fels of Futty. Sing, he carried on the nego- 
ciation with that prince, without inter- 
rupting the progrefs of the march. Vakeels 
conftantly paffed between the Englifh ar- 
my and Barodah, the capital of Futty Sing, 
a city recently founded upon the banks of 


_ the Bifwamuntry Nuddy, and fituated be- 


twixt the Mahi and the Narbuddah, about 
twelve miles fouth of the former. The 
Rajah was at length gained over to our 
views, and agreed to an alliance with the 
Company on the terms propofed to him. 
It was ftipulated, that Futty Sing fhould 
be put in poffeffion of a country to be con- 
quered from the Marrattas, northward of 
the river Mahi, in exchange for an equad 
portion of lands to the fouthward: an ar- 
rangement by which the territories of the 
Rajah, as well as our own, would be ren- 


dered compact, and united in one regular 


chain 
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thain of contiguous tracts of land; towns, 1780, 
and garrifons. This treaty was finally 
concluded on the 26th of January 1780, 
at avillage called Condeala, about four 
miles from Barodah, and half way between 
that capital and our encampment. By 
this compact the peace of Guzzarat was 
fecured on the moft folid foundations; an 
immediate refource of revenue was pro- 
vided, and leifure was afforded to turn our 
arms to new and more neceflary, though; 
perhaps, to lefs beneficial conquefts. The 
General, then, who had been ftrengthened 
by a fmall detachment of troops from 
Bombay, and taken the field in December 
1779, having in his route to Guzzarat 
concluded a treaty with Futty Sing-row 
Guicowar, by which that extenfive pro 
vince was equally divided between hint 
and the Eaft India Company, in conformity 
to his engagements to put that prince in 
poffeffion of the Marratta territories to the 
north of the Mahi, marched from the 
neighbourhood of Barodah, and advanced 
towards Ammedabad, the capital of that 
part of Guzzarat which was in the pof- 
G 3 feffion 
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1780. feftion of the Marrattas. This place, 


which was garrifoned by fix thoufand Arab 
and Sindia foot, and two thoufand horfe, was 
carried bya ftorm after a gallant and defperate 
refiftance, in the morning of the 15th day 
of February. Four hundred of the befieged 
were killed in the affault. The greateft 
part of thefe loft their lives in the ditch and 
one of the gateways. The preffure and 
confufion of the diftraéted multitude fhut 
the gate again{ft themfelves, and drove them 
in heaps upon one another. In that helplefs 
fituation, their amunition being blown up 
in their cartouche boxes, all of them perifh- 
ed. Noact of mercy which difciplined hu- 
manity could extend to the unarmed and 
unrefifting was omitted. The prifoners, 
among ‘whom were fome Arab officers, 
were treated with the utmoft clemency and 
indulgence. The wounded were received 
into our hofpitals, ufed with all poffible 
tendernefs and care, and, afterwards in due 
time releafed. The found policy, as well as 
humanity of this indulgence to the conquer- 
ed.in war, was exemplified, foon after this, 
by the active gratitude of an Arabian Jem- 

madar 
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madar in the fervice of the Marrattas. An 1780, 
officer of the Bombay eftablifhment, be- 
longing to a {mall party of Sepoys employed 
in the Concan, haying fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, was fet at liberty through the 
interceffion of this Arab, who declared that 
he had no other motive of mediation than a 
grateful fenfe of the humane treatment 
his countrymen had met with from the 
Englifh commander at the fiege of Amme- 
dabad. 


On the 26th of February, Ammedabad, 
with its dependencies, was formally tranf- 
ferred to Futty Sing. That this_ place 
might appear as important an acquifition in 
the eyes of the Rajah as poffible, every 
precaution was ufed to prevent a general 
pillage; although the valour, and indeed the 
difciplined moderation of our men, was re- 
warded by a prize that fell into their hands 
without the knowledge of the General. 
But indeed the greateft part of the property 
belonging to the inhabitants had been con- 
veyed to places of fecurity previoufly to the 
fiege: and almoft the whole of what remain- 
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1780. ed was the property of people corinedted 


with the new fovereign. 


The General, leaving a garrifon for the 
fupport of Futty Sing, advanced on the 
2d of March to meet the forces of the 
Marrattas, affembled to the number of 
forty thoufand, for the moft part horfe- 
men, who, being ignorant of what had hap- 
pened, were on their march to the relief of 
Ammedabad under the condu¢t of Scindiah 
and Holkar. The Englith army crofled the 
Mahi on the 6th of March, and on the 8th 
encampedon the Bifwamuntry Neddy, about 
two miles from Barodah. ‘The Marrat- 
tas, who had defcended from the Gauts ard 
were advancing to that capital, moved off to 
the eaftward, about fourteen miles from this 
place, and nearly the fame diftance from 
Powan-Ghurr, a very ftrong fortrefs belong- 
ing to the Maha Rajah Scindiah, the moft 
powerful of the Marratta chiefs, fituated 
upon a lofty and almoft inacceffible moun- 
tain, which feparates the province of Guz- 
zarat from that of Malva. While the op- 
polite armies were encamped at thefe dif. 

ferent 
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ferent ftations, Mefirs. Farmer and Stewart, s98a. 
who had been left with Madajee Sciandiah, 
as hoftages for the faithful performance of 
the convention of Worgaum, arrived on the 
oth of March in our camp with letters frem 
that chief and Holkar, containing general 
expreffions of their friendly fentiments, 
and of their inclination to live on terms 
of amity with the Englifh. As a proof 
of the fincerity of their profeffions they 
had liberated the Englifh hoftages, and 
conjoined thofe gentlemen in a commuidfion 
with Abajee Shabajee, to make fuch a re- 
prefentation of affairs to General Goddard 
asmight prepare the way for the re-eftablifh- 
ment of peace. ‘The General, on his part, 
endeavoured by every affurance and argu- 
ment in his power, to imprefs the mind of 
Scindiah with a juft conviction of the fin- 
cere defire of the Englith for peace, repre- 
fenting at the fame time the fentiments of 
particular and perfonal regard which his na- 
tionentertained for Scindiah himfelf, of which 
they were ready to give him the ftrongeft 
and moft convincing teftimonies. He fug- 
gefted fome conditions of mutual advantage, 
on 
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4780, on which the Englith were defirous of unit. 
ing with that chief in fettling the adminiftra- 
tion of the Marratta empire on a bafis that 
fhould be folid and permanent. But thould 
his attempts ‘to eftablifh an union between 
his nation and Scindiah, which feemed to 
him not more defirable to both parties than 
natural and eafy, prove abortive, he alfo ex- 
preffed an inclination to enter into alliance 
with the prefent government upon fuch terms 
as the Englith had a right to expect, and 
to which they were ready to accede. 


While the General indulged the hopes that 
naturally arofe out of thefe friendly and pro- 
mifing appearances, Abajee Shabajee return- 
ed with propofals from his mafter, morehu- 
miliating to the Englifh than thofe that had 
been made before by the minifter him(felf Na- 
na-Furneze. He required not only that Ra- 
gobah’s perfon fhould be delivered into his 
hands but alfo that of Badje-row his adopted 
fon. Ragobah was to refide at Jancy, on the 
allowance which Scindiah had before fettled 
for his fubfiftance, in a private ftation. The 
adminiftration was in future to be conducted 
by Scindiah in the name of Badje-row, who 

was 
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was to be vefted with the dignity of Dewan 1780, 


to Madah-row the Paifhwa an infant. There 
was not, in return for thefe conceflions, 
any mention made of the {malleft advantage 
to the Englifh. On the contrary, the inten- 
tions of Scindiah were, that we thould ad-~ 
here to the convention of Worgaum. 


Terms that were judged difhonourable 
‘previoufly to the campaign, in the midf of 
our prefent fucceffes would have been juitly 
deemed difgraceful. Pacific meafures were 
of courfe interrupted, and military opera- 
tions renewed. ‘Thefe, on the part of the 
Marratta chief, confifted in endeavours to 

avoid, and on that of the Englifh in exer- 
tions to bring on an engagement. General 
Goddard, having twice advanced with the 
whole army, and encamped on the ground 
from which the enemy had precipitately re- 
treated, on the 2d of April, left his main 
army in camp, and, at the head of two hun- 
dred European infantry, ten companies of 
grenadier Sepoys, three battalionsof Sepoys, 
two twelve and ten fix-pounder pieces of 
artillery, and the firft regiment of cavalry, 

with 
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"780. with the Candahar horfe, amounting to# 
gether to about feven or eight hundred, 
formed and atttempted a plan to ftorm the 
Marratta camp. With this fmall force he 
advanced with great rapidity, yet in good 
order, and having paffed their principal 
guard, which confifted of fix thoufand men; 
he immediately fell on their main army, 
drawn up to receive him in order of battle. 
"Fhe effect of our artillery amongft their nu- 
merous cavalry was prodigious. Within 
an hour aftér the commencement of the ac- 
tion they retreated with confiderable lofs : 
and fo completely were they routed, and fo 
gfeat the confternation that had feized them, 
that not a fingle horfeman appeared to mo- 
Feft our little detachment in their return to 


the camp. 


The fuccefs of this party, fo greatly infe- 
riour in numbers to the troops that retreated 
before the Marratta army the preceeding 
year, proved how muth difcipline and mu- 
tual confidence excel the defultory and ill di- 
rected force of the moft numerous battal- 
lions of untrained barbarians, and how much 

the 
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the fate of armies and nations fometimes 14780, 
depends on a fingle mind. The calm and 
well-directed courage of General Goddard 
was diffufed throughout the whole of the 
officers and foldiers under his command, 
and every action of this campaign was glo- 
rious to the Britifh arms. It is impoffible, 
without {welling thefe memoirs beyond the 
limits propofed, to do juftice to the gallan~ 
try of every individual who fignalized his 
valour in this expedition. Many and va~ 
rious are the brave actions that might be re- 
corded, buta feleCtionis neceffarily to bemade 
of fuch as are not only meritorous in refpe& 
of the {pirit from which they flowed, butim~ 
portant in the effects which they produ- 
ced. Captain John Campbell, of the Ben- 
gal eftablifhment, who had been detached 
with a foraging party to a confiderable dif- 
tance from our camp, on his return with a 
large convoy of provifions, was attacked by 
Madajee Scindiah, at the head of twenty 
thoufand men, the flower of the Marratta 
army. This officer immediately drew up 
his {mall force, which confifted of two bat- 
tallions of Sepoys, and four field pieces, in 
the 
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3780. the beft form that the time, the place, and 
difpofition of the enemy wouldadmit. The 
Marrattas were repulfed with the lofs of 
near fix hundred men, a great part of whom 
were killed by the fire of the companies 
which flanked our line. Captain Camp- 
bell, after this remarkable aGion, joined Ge- 
neral Goddard, with his convoy perfectly 
entire, and without the lofs of a fingle 


gan, 


Lieutenant Welth, of the Bengal efta- 
blifhment, at the head ‘of the firft regiment 
of cavalry and a battalion of Sepoys, was 
detached, on the 3d of May, to furprize a 
ody of Marrattas fix thoufand ftrong.— 
‘The Lieutenant, when he had performed 
half his march, found, by calculating the 
time, that if he waited for the arrival of his 
infantry, he would not be able to reach the 
enemies camp before break of day. He 
therefore adopted the {pirited refolution of 
advancing with the cavalry only. With 
this force he entered the Marratta camp, 
fewzed the enemies cannon, which he turned 
upon them in their flight, and put them toa 

complete 
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complete and general route. In this 1780. 
encounter the commanding officer and a 
great number of the Marrattas were flain. 
The * conquerors became mafters of the 
flymg army’s artillery, ammunition, and 
provifions. The victory was decifive : 
and the reduction of two forts by the fame 
party, foon after, with the defeat of fevep 
thoufand Marrattas by Major Forbes at the 
head of two battalions of Sepoys, completed 
the conqueft of Guzzarat. The two 
armies continued on the confines of Guz- 
zarat and Malva until the month of May, 
when they feparated, on account of the ap- 
proaching monfoon. The Marrattasmarch- 
ed off to Ugein, the capital of the territories 
of Scindiah, fituated in the high lands of 
‘Malva on the river Zepra, which falls, 
about two leagues from Mandoo, into the 
Narbuddah. The Englifh army returned to 
Surat, where they arrivedin the beginning of 
June. Thus terminated the firft campaign 
of what has been called the fecond Marratta 
war, in which General Goddard, having 
fucceeded in every attempt, reduced under 
the power of the Eaft India Company a 
territory 
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5780. territory yielding an annual revenue of thirty 


lacks of rupees. 


The brilliant fucceffes of this campaign 
difplayed, in the moft ftricking manner, the 
fuperiority of our arms over thofe of dur 
enemies in the eaft, and effeCtually effaced 
the ftain they had contracted from the 
late difafter at Worgaum. Thefe, indeed, 
were the only advantages that could poffibly 
be gained over an enemy that would not 
hazard an engagement, and who, there is 
reafon to believe, had nothing more in view 
than to draw our force from the defence of 
our new conquefts, and to exhauft our 
ftrength in an unprofitable purfuit of the 
Marratta army in the hilly regions of Mal- 
va. This fyftem of military operations, an in- 
ftance of that prudence and fagacity which, 
in the affairs of both war and peace, mark 
the character of Madajee Scindiah among 
the Marratta chiefs and the other princes of 
India, and which, expanded and directed 
aecording to circumftances, is one day to 
fubvert the domination of Europeans in 
Afia, would not only have laid open-#ur 

late 
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lute acquifitions in Guzzarat to hoftile inva~ 1790. 


fion, but even endangered the fafety of the 
prefidency of Bombay itfelf, which, at this 
time was threatened with an attack from 
France. And, even on a fuppofition that 
oifr arms had penetrated to the very centre 
of Malva, and reduced under our power 
Scindiah’s capital, Ugein, they could not 
have obtained any advantage that might 
compenfate the rifque incurred by fo bold 
an attempt, nor have produced any event 
that might decide the general iffue of the 
war. 


The defence of Guzzarat was committed 
to a detachment of our own troops, and a pro- 
portionable number of cavalry to be fur- 
nifhed by our ally Futty-Sing. The rainy 
feafon being over, hoftilities with the Mar- 
rattas were renewed. And the reduction 
of the ifland and fort of Baffeen, with that 
of Tarrapore, Danow, and other places of 
ftrength, fituated on the fhores of the Con- 
can, fecured to the Englifh, at the clofe of 
1780, an extent of fea-coaft from Cambait 
to the mouth of the river Pen, which dif- 

Vou. I. H charges 
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1780. charges itfelf into the harbour of Bombay, 


a fpace upwards of three hundred miles. 


The {pirited exertions of General God- 
dard, were, in the mean time, feconded 
with alacrity and with vigour, by the Go- 
vernor-general of Bengal, who, finding it 
impradticable to reconcile the Marrattas, on 
proper terms, to peace, continued to pur - 
fue their humiliation by policy and by arms. 
The principal revenues of the Marrattas a- 
rife from the annual tribute paid by the 
Rajahs of Oudepore, Joudpore, Zeynagur, 
Bopaul, Narva, Bundlecund, and other 
Hindoo princes interfperfed through the 
province of Ajmeer, and to the northward 
of Malva. Thefe chiefs, who embrace 
every opportunity of evading their pay- 
ments, had now a favourable opportunity 
of aflerting their independence. And, ac- 
cordingly, the Governor-general endeavour- 
ed to unite them, under the aufpices of 
England, into a combination againft their 


‘Opprefiors. This plan, which was founded 


on common fenfe, and feemed the more {o- 
lid that it had nothing in it complicated or 
refined, 
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refined, neverthelefs failed of fuccefs. Had 1780. 
this failure been confined to one or two of 

thefe chiefs, the difappointment. of the Go- 
vernor-general’s hopes might be aferibed to 

fome of thofe fecret motives which mflu- 

ence the minds and hearts of men, and 
which are not fo much objects of conclu- 

five reafoning, as of {peculation and con- 
jeCture. ‘The extent of the effet prompts 

an inquiry into an adequate caufe. 


Unity and confiftency, in almoft any fy{- 
tem of operation, whether military or poli- 
tical, are preferable to the mof artful ftra- 
tagems and profound views, now adopted 
and now abandoned. On this ground it 
will readily be adm.tted, that in the fluctua- 
tion of the Britifh councils, in the feparate 
views of our different prefidencies in India, 
in the difcordant interefts and paffions of 
the individuals of which thefe were compof- 
ed, and that want of due fubordination and 
fyftem which might be expected in a poli- 
tical corporation fo new in its origin as the 
Eaft-India Company, and formed into its 
prefent complexion and appearance by fo 

H2 many 
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2780, many fingular accidents and wonderful e- 


vents; the man to whofe lot it fell to take 
the lead in the conduct of affairs in Afia, 
while his nation was engaged in a general 
and complicated war, had to contend with 
difficulties of unufual magnitude. The 
meafures of the Governor-general were em- 
barraffed by the miniftry at home, and by 
his colleagues in office abroad. Exagge- 
rated reports of our diftreffes in America 
and Europe, diffenfions in our councils in 
Afia, which loft the feafon of action by of- 
ficial contefts, and an opinion, induftriou{- 
ly fpread over all India *, of the inftability 
of the Britifh adminiftration in the eatt,: 


_while they prepared a train for every {park 


of ambition and difcontent, had a direct 
tendency to damp every attempt to fecure 
the public intereft, by alliances as well as 


* Ever fince the eftablifhment of the Supreme Council in 
1774, at Calcutta, the native princes of India pay the ut- 
maf attention to the political changes in great Britain, fo 
far as thefe may be fuppofed to affe& the politics of that 
country: and their Vakeels at the different Prefidencies 
have orders to fend them all the news, from time to time, 
on that fnbject. 


by 
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by arms. It is in thefe circumftances that 17 80. 


we are to fearch for a folution of the pro- 
blem here ftated. Under an immediate ex- 
pectation of a change of men and meafures 
in our councils, and of fortune in our affairs, 
the Rajahs dependent on the Marrattas de- 
clined the opportunity which was fo well 
fitted to operate on a fenfe of injury, as 
well as on ambition: and the military and 
political operations of our countrymen, in 
this part of the country, were confined to 
an alliance with the Ranah of Gohud, and 
the recovery of his territories from the do- 
mination of the Marrattas. 


The firft of thefe objects being eafily ef- 
fected, Major Popham, in order to accom- 
plith the laft, was fent to the affiftance of 
the Ranah at the head of two thoufand Se- 
poys, forty European artillery, a body of 
one hundred and twenty horfe, and four 
field-pieces. With this fmall force, the 
Major, in the {pace of a few months, drove 
the enemy, to the number of fifteen thou- 
fand, out of the Ranah’s country, purfued 
this advantage, and compleated, by the re- 

H 3 duction 
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4780. dudtion of feveral forts, the conqueft of one 
of their provinces, producing an annual re- 
venue of fix lacks of rupees. Nor was this 
the only, or the chief fervice, performed on 
this accafion, hy this enterprifing and brave 
officer. 


The fortrefs of Gualior, in the dominions 
of Gohud, had been for ages deemed im- 
pregnable, and here, as in a fecure and in- 
acceffible afylum, the Mahommedan con- 
querors of Hindoftan, in the days of their 
magnificence and power, had confined, as 
prifoners of ftate, the vanquifhed rivals of 
their greatnefs. In a country where the 
authority of Great Britain depends upon 
the opinion entertained by the natives, not 
only of the fuperior genius of our country- 
men for war, but alfu of their good fortune, 
the conqueft of Gualior, it was evident, 
would be equal to the moft decifive victory 
in the field. This place, which was fo ftrong 
both by nature and by art, could not be 
taken but by regular approaches: but the 
profound fecurity derived from this circum- 
ftance, might expofe the garrifon to fur- 

prize. 
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prize. It was thus that Gibraltar fell into 1780. 


the hands of ou: nation; and thus, too, it 
is pofiible to be taken out of them. Never 
was there a conjuncture in which the re- 
duction of fuch a fortrefs as Gualior could 
be of more advantage to the conquerors, 
nor any in which a fitter inftrument was 
prefented to a mind that could make a dif- 
tinction between difficulties and impoffibi- 
lities, of attempting it. 


Major Popham, after his detachment 
had gone into cantonements on account of 
the rain, in compliance with the repeated 
folicitations of Mr. Haftings, prepared for 
an attack on Gualior with equal judgement 
and fecrecy ; two perfons only being privy 
to his defign. Having received fome im- 


portant information from a {mall party © 


who found means to enter the place, one 
by one, at different times, by night, he 
wrote to the Governor-general, informing 
him that the attack was to be made early 
the next morning, and expreffing his hopes 
that, in cafe of failure, Mr. Haftings would 
do him the juftice to declare, that it was 

H 4 at 
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19780. at his defire he had undertaken ‘an enter- 


prife, which, if it fhould mifcarry, would 
be denominated rath and impracticable ; 
but which, if it fhould be crowned with 
fuccefs, would redound as much to the 
honour of the Governor-general, by whofe 
advice it was undertaken, as of thofe by 
whom it was carried into execution. Gualior 
was taken by furprife on the 4th of Auguft, 
1780, with the inconfiderable lofs of twen- 
ty Sepoys wounded. The Britifh colours 
planted on the walls of this fortrefs, figna- 
lized the prudence and the fpirit of Major 
Popham, and rendered the Englifh name an 
object of refpect and of dread throughout 
Hindoftan. The whole country adjoining 
to Gualior was immediately evacuated by: 
the Marrattas. Had a detachment been 
formed in Gohud, previoufly to the reduc- 
tion of this fortrefs, as General Goddard 
had repeatedly advifed, and Mr. Haftings 
had propofed in the Supreme Council, a di- 
verfion of the troops under Scindiah from 
Guzzarat might have been effected by an 
invafion of the province of Malva ; and the 
chiefs with whem we contended, reduced to 
~ the 
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the neceffity of accepting terms of accom- 1780. 


modation. But, this opportunity of hum- 
bling the Marrattas being loft, their hofti- 
lity to our countrymen was confirmed by 
the fuccefles of Hyder-Ally’s arms inthe 


Carnatic; and the exertions of Mr. Haf— 


tings were called from fucceffes which he 
had not been permitted to improve, to the 
reparation of misfortunes which he had not 
occafioned. 


Hyder-Ally-Cawn was regent of the 
kingdom of Myfore, a dignity to which he 
had raifed himfelf by abilities and by crimes: 
by valour and policy in arms, by intrigue, 
by treachery, and by blood. He was the 
fon of a Mahommedan foldier of fortune, 
who commanded a fort on the confines of 
Myfore, and followed, of courfe, the pro- 
feffion of arms. When he firft entered in- 
to the Rajah of Myfore’s fervice he was 
diftinguifhed by the name of Hyder Naig, 
or Corporal Hyder. He rofe.by degrees to 
the command of the Rajah’s army; and, on 
the death of that Prince, he feized the reins 
of gdvernment, under the title of Guardian 


to 
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1780. to the young prince, whom he confined in 


Seringapatam, together with the whole 
royal family ; exhibiting them only at cer- 
tain ftated feafons, in order to. foothe and 
pleafe the people. He poffefied great vi- 
gour of body and mind: but his manners 
were favage dnd-cruel; and he frequently 
inflamed the natural ferocity of his temper 
by intoxication. Like many other chiefs 
in India, with whom it is not accounted 
any difgrace to be ignorant of letters, he 
could not either read or write; fo that he 
was obliged to make ufe of interpreters and 
fecretaries. The method he contrvied for 
afcertaining whether his interpreters made 
faithful reports of the letters they read, and 
if his fecretaries exprefied in writing the 
full and the precife meaning of what he 
communicated, difplays, at once, that fuf- 
picion which was natural to his fituation, 
and that fubtlety which belonged to his na- 
ture. He confined three different interpre- 
ters in feparate apartments, who imade their 
re{pective reports in their turns. If alk the 
three fhould make different reports, then he 
would punifh them by a cruel death. If 

two 
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two fhodld coincide’ in their. seport; ‘and* 1780.. 
ope: differ from’ thele twa; they that ‘one 
would: firffer death. But the'interpreters, 
knowing their fate if they fhoufd depart in 
one fingle inftance from the truth; explain- 
ed,.as might be expected, the letters com- 
mitted to their infpection with the utmoft 
fidelity. As to the method by which he 
difcovered whether his amanuenfes were 
faithful or no, he placed three of them, in 
like manner, in three feparate places of con- 
finement, and to each of them apart he dic- 
tated his orders. Their manufcripts he put 
into the hands of any of thofe that were 
about him who, could read, from whom he -° 
learned whether his clerks had faithfully 
exprefied his meaning. When he pafied - 
fentence of death, he was on fome occa- 
fions, like the Dey of Algiers and other 
barbarian defpots, himfelf the executiener : 
for though he affected to confider his army 
as his guards, he well knew that he reigned 
in their hearts not from lave, but fear, 
mixed indeed with .an admiration of his 
fingular add?efs and intrepidity. The force 
of this man’s mind, fuch is the advantage of 
(Vol. 1.) , nature 
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1780, aalere ovetadbl-hert theeagh the prep- 


dicts abecmectionrani the nefhraints of habit, 
aed edtctebed -bie, views tq whatever Euro- 
pris Qugieeerments he, desmed. the moft 
frened! ty: fegure his government, te extend 
his. exuparc, and to render his name imnmor-~ 
tal. He invited and encouraged every ufe- 
ful’ and imgeniaus manufacturer and artifan 
to fetthéim his dominions, he introduced 
the Buropean difcipline in his army, and 
Isboured, not altogether without fuccefs, for 
the formation of dock-yards, and the efta- 
blithment of a navy. 


At the fame time that he was fublime in 
his views, ke was capable of ali that m- 
nute attention which was neceflary for their 
accomplifhment. His ends were great; 
his mseans prudent, <A regular caconomy 
fupplied a fource of liberality, which he 
never failed to exercife, whenever an object, 
which. he could render in any fhape fubfer- 
vient te his.ambition, folicited his bounty. 
He mwarded merit of every kind, but he 
was particularly munificent to all who-could 
bring important intelligence. He hed his 


eyes 
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eyes open on the movements of his neigh-. 1780, 
bours, as well as on every part, and almoft 
on every perfon within his’ dominions. — 
Hence he knew where to anticipate hoftile 
defigns, and where to take advantages ; 3 
where to impofe contributions without 
drying up the fprings of induftry ; and where 
to find the moft proper inftruments for his 
purpofes, whether of policy or war. He 
infpected, in perfon, every horfeman or Se-~ 
poy that offered himfelf'to his fervice : but 
with every officer of any note, he was in- 
timately acquainted. He made a regular 
diftribution of his time: and, although he 
facrificed to the pleafures of life, as well as 
to the pomp of ftate, in bufinefs he was 
equally decifive and perfevering. 


With regard to the perfon of Hyder-Ally, 
for every circumftance relating to fo diftin- 
guifhed a character becomes interefting, he 
was of a middling ftature, inclining to cor- 
pulency, his vifage quite black, the traits of 
his countenance manly, bold, and expref- 
five: and, as he looked himfelf with a 
keen and piercing eye into every human 

face 
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1730. face that approached him, fo he judged of 


men very much from their phyfiognomy, 
connecting in his imagination a bafhful, 
timid, and wandering eye, with mternal con- 
{cioufnefs of guilty actions, or pravity of 
intention ; but a bold and undaunted look, 
on the other hand, with confcious innocence 
and integrity. 


With fuch qualities, and by fuch arts as 
thefe, Hyder-Ally-Cawn raifed a {mall ftate 
into a powerful empire ; and converted into 
a race of warriors, an obfcure, peaceable, 
and timid people. By alluring to his ftan- 
dard military adventurers, of all nations 
and tribes, but chiefly Europeans, when- 
ever it was in his power, and by training 
through their means his Myforean fubyeéts 
to the ufe of arms, he extended his domi- 
nions, which were bounded on the eaft and 
the fouth by the Carnatic, and the plains 
of Combitore, and on the weft and north, 
by the Malabar regions, and the country of 
Ghutta and Bednore, acrofs the peninfula 
to the territories of Palnaud and Ganjam, 

on 


LATE WAR IN ASIA, 


127 


on the coaft of Coromandel, and, on the 1730. 


Malabar fea, as far north as Goa. 


The population of Hyder’s dominions 
has not been calculated on any principles, 
by which it could be afcertained with any 
tolerable precifion. It is computed, that 
he could raife an army of three hundred 
thoufand men, and that his annual revenue 
was not lefs than five milfions of Britifh 
pounds. Emboldened by internal profpe- 
rity, as well as continued fucceffes in the 
field, Hyder ventured to encounter not only 
the Marrattas, but the Englifh. His wars 
with whom, though not fo productive of ad- 
vantage and triumph as his contefts with 
other Indian powers of inferior confequence, 
yet improved him in the art of war, and nou- 


rifhed in his breaft a paflion for conqueft. 


The court of France very naturally con- 
fidering the year 1778 as a fit crifis for re- 
covering their influence, and extending their 
commerce in India, difpatched M. St. Lu- 
bin, as has been already mentioned, on an 
embafly to Hyder-Ally, with an offer of 

the 
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s780. the alliance of the French nation, and their 


co-operation with him againft the Englifh. 
This St. Lubin was a perfon without any 
vifible fortune, who, by a long unfettled 
refidence in India, had acquired an uncom- 
mon knowledge of the cuftoms, manners, 
policy, trade, Janguages, fituations, and 
difpofitions of the feveral powers of that 
country, both nativeand European. From 
the ftation of a private foldier in the ifland 
of Mauritius, by genius, activity, addrefs, 
fluency of fpeech, and a neceflary fhare of 
affurance, he rofe to the confidence and fa- 
vour of the French minifter, M. de Sar- 
tine, through whofe influence he was dig- 
nificd with a military order, and invefted 
with the fole direction of two large trading 
fhips on the coaft of Malabar: a {tation 
which afforded a plaufible pretext for in. 
tercourfe with Hyder ; the oftenfible object 
of which was commerce. 


The Chevalier carried out fome mer- 
chandize with him, as well to ferve for a 
blind, as to fupply immediate neceffaries,—« 
But the bulk of his lading confifted in 

arms 
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arms and ammunition of all kinds, proper 1780. 
both for the field and fortifications. In 
one of his veffels, named the Sartine, of 
eight hundred tons, mounting thirty guns, 
and which was morse elegant, and had more 
accommodations than any fhip, perhaps, 
that was ever built, the Chevalier St. Lu- 
bin frequently entertained Hyder-Ally, 
fome of the principal Marratta Chiefs, and 
certain Malabar Princes, in ftate; exhi- 
biting, on thofe occafions, the colours of 
the Marrattas, and other powerful nations in 
India, provided for this purpofe in the city 
of Bourdeaux. 


The mafters of the fhips under the di- 
rection of St. Lubin had orders to pay im- 
plicit obedience to all his communds.— 
And fo much was this adventurer in the good 
graces of Hyder, that this prince tometimes 
difplayed the French flag, in return to the 
compliment of St. Lubin, on the walls of 
Mangalore, his principal fortrefs. Hyder, 
influenced by the reprefentations, and en- 
couraged by the hopes of military fuccouss 
from the French, was not unwilling to avail 

Vou. I. I him(elf 
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1780, himfelf of the fcattered ftate of the Compa- 
ny’s truops, the reductien of the Nabob of 
Arcot’s army, and the impoverithed ftate of 
his finances and country, in order to gratify 
his inveterate refentment ageinft: the nabob, 
revenge former hoftilities and ‘infractions of 
treaties, and recent injuries as well as acts 
of contempt on the part of the Prefidency 
of Madras *, But ftill there was room for 
hefitation. 


The Englith government in India, in- 
ftead of fhrinking from the dangers of war, 
had attacked the French among their ether 
enemies in that quarter, even before hofti- 
lities, though announced, had actually com- 
menced in Europe. Chandernagore had 
yielded to the Englifh arms in Bengal; 
and Mahee on the coaft of Malabar; Pon- 
dicherry, notwithftanding the exertions 


* In addition to the feizure of the Guntoor Circar, al- 
ready mentioned, and the detaching ‘of a force towards 
Adoni, the eapital of Bajalet Jung, for the defence of that 
chief againft the refentment of his brother, the Nizam, 
and #yder-Ally, that force was dire&ted to march through 
a territory belonging to Hyder, althongh by a {mall cir- 
cuit his covatry might have been entirely avoided. 

of 
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of Mr. Bellecombe in the Carnatic. The 1780. 

fhips of the French were feized, and their 

fleet, under Monfieur de Tronjolly, put to 

flight by the Britifh {quadron commanded 

by Sir Edward Vernon *. The difgrace at 
Woryaum 


* On the 8th of Anguft, 1778, the Madras army, under 
General Munro, encamped on the red hills, a league dif- 
tant from the back of Pondicherry. On the morning of the 
gth General Munro fummoned General Bellecombe to fur- 
render the town and fortrefs of Pondicherry to the troops 
which he commanded. Upon this, Monfieur Bellecombe 
immediately fent orders to Monf. Tronjolly to weigh, 
and attack the Britith fquadton, an order which was forth- 
with obeyed with great alacrity. The Englifh fquadron, 
confifting of five fail, including the Cormorant Sloop of 
War, appeared working up from the northward: that of 
the French, confifting of an equal number of fhips, but 
larger, having a fuperiority of thirty-fix guns, and fever 
hundred men, ftood to the fouthward in order to preferve the 
weather-gage, and anchored at the diftance of two leagues 
from the fhore. An action commenced on the 10th, which 
was continued, with great heat, for feventy-four minutes. 
Three of the French fquadron, hawling their wind, ran to 
the fouthward, full fifteen minates before the aftion ceafed 
between the capital fhips. After the whole French fquadrcn 
had, with all their fails fet, quitted the field, Sir Edward 
Vernon’s fquadron remained fifteen minutes on the {pot 
where they had engaged, as if deliberating whether to pur- 
fue the enemy, or bear away in order to refit. They chofe 
the latter alternative, having firit {pliced their cordage and 

I2 mended 
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1780. Worgaum had been effaced by {ubfequent 


fuccefles, and the Englifh name was.yet an 
object of dread to moft nations in India. 


In fuch circumftances as thefe, Hyder 
Ally, whofe characteriftical caution, 1t may 
reafonably be prefumed, was not diminifhed 


mended their fails. In this adtion there happened a very 
remarkable incident: one broadfide from the Rippon, 
pierced the hull of the Briffon in thirteen places with heavy 
metal. 


Tt is a commonly received opinion, that the Englifh mode 
of firing at the hull is the beft principle of conduéting a 
naval engagement. It is in order that this opinion may 
be examined without prejudice, by our naval officers, that 
this intcHigence refpeting the ensagement between Vernon 
and Tronjolly, and particularly what follows, is inferted. 
The French fquadron, flying to the windward, carried every 
fail and rope with which they entered into ation Thre 
Englifh kept the fea as victors, but fo mauled in their 
fails and rigging, that for a confiderable time, they were 
unable to purfue, or even to fail before the wind. Had 
only the qoarter-deck, and fome of the upper guns been 
levelled againit the rigging of the enemy’s fhips in the ac- 
tion, they could not have efcaped. This intelligence was 
communicated, and obfervation made, by an Englith gen- 
tleman who happened to be a paflenger on board the Briffon, 
a lrench fhip bound from Point L’Orient to Pondicherry, 
which had caft anchor in the road of Pondicherry when the 
action above defcribed commenced. 


by 
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by his advancement in years, was divided be- 1780. 
tween doubt and inclination. But in this ftate 
of mind he liftened with fond partiality and 
pride to the conftant fuggeftions of his eldeft 
fon Tippoo, into whofe breaft Hyder had 
infpired an early love of glory, and hatred 
of the Englifh. The ardour of this youth, 
who had affumed the title of Warrior *,’ 
re-acted with energy and with fuccefs on 
the foil from whence it originally fprung, 
and reftored the vigour of fading nature.— 
Prudence was quickened by courage, and 
courage was tempered with prudence.— 
Whether the quadruple alliance, mentioned 
above, was firft propofed by Nizam-Ally- 
Cawn, Soubah of the Deccan, as has been here 
{tated, on that prince’s own authority, or 
that it originated, as has been attirmed by 
others, in the court of Hyder-Ally; certain 
it 1s, that a negotiation for that purpofe be- 
gan to be carried on fo early as the ficge of 
Pondicherry. At this time it was general- 
ly belicved throughout India, that Hyder 
meditated an attack on the Carnatic. But 
that political warrior fufpended the execu- 
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1780. tion of his defign until a treaty was framed 


and ratified, by which, at the fame time 
that he fhould invade the Carnatic, the 
Nizam fhould attack the northern Circars ; 
Moodajee Booflah, Bengal; and the Mar- 
rattas, commanded by Madajee Scindiah and 
Tukajee Holkar, continue the war againft 
the Englith. 


In the month of May, 1779, an invafion 
of the Carnatic was determined, and, at 
Hyder’s Durbar, became the fubje& of com- 
mon converfation. An army was affembled 
in June, 1780, horfe and foot, to the num- 
ber, as has been computed, of an hundred 
thoufand. Hyder now made no fecret of 
their deftination, but endeavouring to in- 
{pire into his officers and foldiers the fame 
vengeance which fired his own breaft, he 
talked of the pride and the perfidy of the 
Englith, expatiated on the diffenfions by 
which they were torn, and the dangers with 
which they were threatened, and vowed that 
againft the next monfoon there fhould not 
be a white face in the Carnatic. Breath- 
ing fuch fentiments, and ufing fuch expref- 

fions 
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fians as thefes he mpyed onward, with his 1780, 


troops, to the Ghauts, oq Pafles*, that 


{ 

* Tt is erhaps, a fingulay appearance, in the natural 
hiftory ‘of fe world,” that the waft ridge of mountains, 
which, exfendinp from Cape Comorin to the Eaft-India 
Company’s Northera Circars, feparate the Coromandel 
coaft from that of Malabar, do not gradually culminate, 
as they recede from the level of the ocean, but rife on ei- 
ther coaft abryptly to their greateft height, and form a ftu- 
pendous bafis to a vaft plain ftretching along their top.— 
They do not, like moft other ranges of hills, refemble the 
roof of one of our houfes, but rather that of an euftern 
palace ; and form a natural terrace, undoubtedly the no- 
bleft in the world. It is not here intended to fpeak with 
geometrical exaftnefs. In that immenfe plain fupported by 
the chain of mountains which divide Hindoftan, beautiful 
eminences every where arife, covered with Mango and 
other trees, which are green all the year round: but ftll 
thefe bear no proportion to the level fpace which they di- 
verfify. On this plain, the Marrattas, the M) foreans, and 
other nations, that may be, not improperly, termed the 
Highlanders of Hindofian, breed and train up thei horfes. 
In the northern countries of Europe, the foil is commonly 
the more fertile the lower its fituation ; becaufe, in clevat- 
ed fituations, the air becomes too cold for vegetation. But 
in this climate, elevated fituaiion is rather favourable to 
vegetation, at leaft ta moft vegetable productions . and the 
plains here defcribed are for the moft part as fruitful and 
verdant as any in the kingdom of Bengal. It is in thofe 
high lands that we meet with the moft warlike tribes in In- 
dia. Here, as in other countries, if we confine our ob- 
fervations to the native powers, the Gods of the hills have 


generally prevailed, in all contefts, over the Gods of the 
plains. 


I4 open 
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1780, oper a Communication, on either hand, be. 


tween the high lands that divide the peniny 
fula of Hindoftan, and the Low Countries, 
here and there indenting the hills on the 
courfes of great rivers, and expanded and 
united in vaft plains towards the ocean.— 
The boundary by which nature had mark- 
ed the land, recalled to the mind of Hyder 
all the dangers attending an expedition inta 
the country of fuch an enemy as the Eng- 
lifh. He halted for feveral days, and held 
frequent councils with his chiefs, or cawns, 
in which he deliberated whether he fhould 
enter the Carnatic now, or wait till another 
feafon, when he fhould be ftrengthened by 
additional forces from France. The chiefs 
attempted to diffuade him from war at that 
time, mixing with -the conclufions of reafon 
many fentiments of fuperftition. But Tip- 
poo Saib conftantly urged, in this military 
fenate, the {pirit of the troops, the courage 
that animates offenfive operations, the ad- 
vantages of furprize, the defencelefs ftate of 
the Carnatic, the difficulties which the 
E:nglifh would find in aflembling their ar- 
my, the power of the Marrattas and their 


other 
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other‘allies, and the obligation of a facred 1780. 
treaty. With regard to the fuccours pro- 
mifed and expected from France, that ad: 
vantage would, in all probability, be balan- 
ced by fuccours fent from Great Britain to 
the Englifh. That there was difficulty and 
danger in the paths they were about to tread 
he readily allowed; ‘‘ But when,” he afk- 
ed, “‘ were they to wage war with their 
‘© enemies if they avoided danger?” At 
this fentiment, expreffed by Tippoo with a 
noble and fafcinating air, which touched 
every heart, and transfufed his ardent zeal in- 
to the minds of all who faw and heard him, 
Hyder embraced his fon with tears of joy, 
in the prefence of the whole aflembly. He 
now ordered the laft letters which he had 
received from his Vakeel at Madras to be 
read aloud in the hearing of his chiefs and 
principal officers, in which he confirmed, 
with many additional circumftances, what 
he had before reported: the difcordant fen- 
timents that prevailed among the Englith, 
the rapacity of their difpofitions, the felf- 
ifhnefs of their views, their unconcern about 
the public welfare, their difregard to mili- 


tary 
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4780. fary preparation, and their boafts that Hy- 
der-Ally durft not fo mpch as meditate an 
invafion of the Carnatic. All were unani- 
mous that the troops fhould proceed ; and, 
accordingly, this vaft body poured down into 
the Carnatic about the middle of July, 1780. 
After laying wafte the open country, plun- 
dering feveral towns, among which were 
Conjeveram and Porto Novo, and reducing 
feveral forts without refiftance, he laid fiege 
to the town and fortrefs of Arcot. 


The Britith fubjects in Madras, as wellas the 
seft of their countrymen in India, had long 
waited in anxious fufpenfe for the approach 
of that ftorm which had broken on the 
heads of their countrymen in America and in 
Europe; and the man whom they had def- 
tined in their imaginations to diseé&t the firft 
efforts of its fury, was Hyder-Ally. But 
week having elapfed after week, and month 
after month, without any appearance of 
hoftilities, a fupine liftleffnefs and uncon- 
cern appeared to have fallen on all orders of 
men, even thofe not excepted whofe office 
it was to be vigilant for the public fafety : 

when, 
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when, on Sunday the 24th of July, 1780, sf 
late in the evening, an alarm was given 
throughout Choultry Plain, that Hyder- 
Ally’s horfe were at the Mount *. Almoft 
all the families in the fuburbs and neigh- 
bourhood of Madras moved that night into 
the fort; and, in the courfe of a few days, 
not an houfe was inhabited beyond the 
Ifland, except the Government Garden- 
houfe, which the Governor gave up to the 
General, who had it guarded by two field- 
pieces, with artillery, and a company of 
Sepoys. Frefh alarms were received every 
day, and although the Governor, as well as 
others, endeavoured to conceal the intelli- 
gence by which thefe had been occafioned, 
the public had good ground of apprehen- 
fion; which was not a little heightened by 
the fupinenefs of the Governor, and the in- 
difference and contempt which was enter- 
tained by thofe in power, of Hyder, and all 
his army. The burning of all the villages 
between the Mount and Madras, and the 


* An hill, on the fummitof which ftands a Portugueze 
church, about nine miles from Madras. 


de- 
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1780, depredations committed at St. Thomas, did 


not excite thofe public ‘exertions which 
men, anxious for the prefervation of all 
that is dear’to them naturally expected.—+ 
It was the fafhion to treat the name of 
Hyder with {corn ; and many affected to 
look on thofe parties of horfe as mere ban- 
ditti. 


In the mean time, Hyder-Ally-Cawn, 
at the head of about one hundred thoufand 
men, having entered the Carnatic and re- 
duced feveral inferior forts, had begun to lay 
fiege to that which was not only the ca- 
pital of the province juft mentioned, but 
one of the moft convenient pofts that could 
be imagined for carrying on various military 


operations againft the Englifh. 


The troops which the Prefidency of 
Madras had to oppofe to this force, which 
did not amount to fix thoufand, happen- 
éd, at this critical jun@ture, to be diftribut- 
ed in the following manner :—At Fort St. 
George, one regiment of Europeans, two 
battalions of Sepoys, and ’one company of 

mark{men ; 
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mark{men; at the Mount, the artillery, 1780. 
commanded by Colonel James, confifting 
of three hundred and fifty men with offi- 
cers, forty-two field-pieces, five cohorns, 
and four battering cannon: in the fort of 
Poonah-Mallee, his Majefty’s 73d regiment 
of foot, nearly feven hundred ftrong, under 
the command of Lord Macleod: at Pondi- 
cherry, under the command of Colonel 
Braithwaite, one regiment of Europeans, 
and one of native cavalry, four battalions of 
Sepoys, and ten field pieces: under Colonel 
Baillie to the northward at Ellore, two com- 
panies of European infantry, three batta- 
lions and fix companies of Sepoys, with ten 
field-pieces ; and a detachment command- 
ed by Colonel Cofby towards the fouth, 
confiiting of five hundred cavalry, and 
fifteen hundred Sepoys with four field- 
pieces. 


The artillery, with a detachment from 
Madras of one company of European grena- 
diers, and one battalion of Sepoys, one com- 
pany of markfmen, were ordcred to join the 
troops at Poonah-Mallee, and an encamp- 

ment 
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‘1780. ment to be formed there, under the coni< 
mand of Lord Macleod. Thefe troops 
were then ordered to myarch to St. Tho- 
mas’s Mount, and there to be joined by the 
detachment under ‘Colonel Braithwaite.— 
The forces drawn together at the Mount, 
and compofing’the main army, were to be 
put under the command of General Sir 
Hetor Monro, and to march to Conjeve- 
ram, where they were to be joined by the 
detachments under the orders of Colonels 
Baillie and Cofby. 


In purfuance of this plan, Sir Hector 
Monro, being informed that Lord Macleod 
had reached the Mount with the troops 
under his command, and that Colonel 
Braithwaite had arrived with his detach- 
ment from Pondicherry, fent an exprefs to 
Colonel Baillie, at this time at Gumero- | 
ponda, about twenty-eight miles N. N. W. 
of Madras, to proceed from thence directly 
to Conjeveram, and not to the Mount as 
was at firft intended ; and, on the 25th of 
Auguit, in the afternoon, acconypanied by 
Mr. Whitehill, the Governor, Mr. David- 

fon, 


LATE WAR IN ASIA, 


fon, a member of the Council of Madras, 
and the fecond fon of the Nabob of Aréot, 
joined the army, which was ordered to 
march towards Conjeveram at two the next 
morning. 


But when the troops were under march- 
ing orders, the firft regiment of cavalry pe- 
remptorily refufed to move without money. 
On this, Captain Dugald Campbell receiv- 
ed, for the payment of this regiment, two 
bonds from the Select Committee, one pay- 
able in one month, and the other in two. 
But thefe written obligations did not fatisfy 
a body of men, who, at the time they were 
about to rifque their lives in the public fer- 
vite, had, many of them, large families, 
which they muft leave behind them unpro- 
vided with the neceffaries of life, and who 
were not lefs than fourteen months in ar- 
rear, They demanded fome ready mo- 
ney, with intimation that they would not 
march without it. The firft regiment of 
cavalry, therefore, with the exception of the 
commiffioned and non-commiffioned na- 

tive 
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1780. tive officers, were made prifoners, and fen¢ 


under a guard to Madras. 


The main army, then, confifting of fif- 
teen hundred Europeans, and four thoufand 
two hundred Sepoys, with the train of ar- 
tillery already {pecified, proceeded from the 
Mount towards Conjeveram, early in the 


morning of the 26th of Auguit. 


In this march, two hundred men belong- 
ing to his Majefty’s feventy-third regiment 
of foot, overcome by fatigue and the heat 
of the day, were left lying on the road. On 
the arrival of our men at Conjeveram, on the 
29th, we found the whole town in flames, 
which had been raifed before our arrival 
by the enemy’s cavalry, great bodies of 
which, advancing towards the town ftill 
appeared on both their flanks. It wasa fe 
vere mortification to the whole of our lit.. 
tle army, to find no appearance, at this 
place, of Colonel Baillie’s detachment from 
the northward, which, as afterwards ap- 
peared, had been detained on the northern 

banks 
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banks of a {mal} river, by an accidental fall 1780. 


of heavy rains. In this incident we have a 
moft remarkable proof and example of the 
danger of procraftination, and on what mi- 
nute circumftances and fudden {fprings of 
the mind, the fortune and the general iffue 
of war may depend. Had Colonel Baillie 
paffed over the Tripaflore, without halting, 
as fome advifed, and encamped on its 
fouthern, inftead of its northern banks, the 
difafter that foon followed would have been 
prevented, and an order of affairs, wholly 
different from that which in fact took place, 
would have fucceeded. 


Hyder-Ally, informed of the movements 
of the Englifh army, raifed the fiege of Ar- 
cot, marched towards Conjeveram, in the 
neighbourhood of which he encamped, and, 
in. the courfe of feveral days, at different 
times offered battle. 

On the 6th of September, he detached 
the flower of his army under the command 
of his fon Tippoo, a maneeuyre that did not 
ef{cape the obfervation of the Englifh army, 

Vou. I. K to 
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1780. to cut off the detachment under Colonel 
Baillie, who was now encamped at Peram- 
baukum, a {mall village, diftant front the 
main army about fifteen mifes, remaining 
himfelf in the neighbourhood of Conjeve- 
ram, in otder to watch the motions of Sir 
He@or Munro. The detachment under 
Tippoo confifted of thirty thoufand horfe, 
eight thoufand foot, and twelve pieces of 
artillery. 


About ten in the morning a general ¢an- 
nonade ‘was heard from the quarter of Co- 
lonel Baillie’s encampment, which left not 
a doubt that the Culonel’s detachment was 
attacked. by Tippoo Saib. Upon this, the 
General inftantly ordered the troops under 
arms, and marched them on the Perambau- 
kum road, about two miles to the north- 
ward of the Conjeveram Pagodas. In the 
mean time, Colonel Baillie, with his ufual 
bravery, repulfed the numerous body. that 
had been fent againft him for feveral times, 
in an edtion that lafted for feveral hours, 
with very great flaughter. They ftill, how- 
ever, hung upon his party, with an evident 

intention 
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tnteation to renew their attacks whenever 1780. 
they thould fad a favourable opportunity : 

fo that he judged it neceffary to advife the 
General of his Gtuation, and to inform him 

that he had been fo harraffed, and was ftill 

fo clofely prefied by the enemy, and fo much 

in want of provifions and ammunition, as 

to have doubts of his being able to effe&t a 
junction. 


Sir Hector Munro, having received this 
intelligence on the 6th inftant, ordered, on 
the 8th, the following detachment to the 
relief of Colonel Baillie, under the com- 
‘mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher: One 
prenadier company, commanded by Liente- 
nant Lindfey ; one company of light infan= 
try, by Captain Baird of the 73d reziment ; 
two European companies of grenadiers, the 
one commanded by Captain Phillips, the 
other by Captain Ferrier; the native mark{- 
men, amounting to the number of fixty, 
under Lieutenant Muat ; five companies of 
Sepoy grenadiers, uader Captain Rumley ; 
and five undér Captain Gowdie; and nine ca- 
mels laden with ammunition, together with 

K 2 the 


148 


{ 


‘. MEMOIRS OF THE 


1780. the doolies of the army. At half paft eight 


in the afternoon, this detachment, leaving 
the grand army, proceeded on their defti- 
nation. On the gth, at one o'clock in the 
morning, they halted for half an hour in 
order to refrefh the men with a dram and 
bifcuit. 


At this time they were informed by the 
Hircarrah, or meflenger, who had come 
from Colonel Baillie, that fome of Tippoo 
Saib’s parties were not at a greater diftance 
from them than from two to three miles. 
The gallant Colonel Fletcher, who, to the 
utmoft perfonal intrepidity added the found- 
eft jud‘ment, and quick as well as profound 
difcernment and penetration, could not help 
exprefiing a defire of making a diverfion in 
favour of Colonel Baillie on that quarter : 
but his orders were fo pointed, that he could 
not deviate from them. —- 


And here it is natural to refleét on the 
inconveniences that frequently attend precife 
and peremptory orders, in the complicated 
and fludtuating {cenes of military operation. 

Con- 
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Cénjunctures may arife in which the tranf- 1780. 
greffion of orders may lead to certain fuccefs 
and victory, and in which a rigid adherence to 
them, on the other hand, would involve cer- 
tain defeat and ruin. Hence the great advan- 
tage of perfect concord and confidence among 
the principal officers of anarmy, and the pro- 
priety of allowing tothe leaders of parties a la- 
titude of ating according to circumftances *. 


{ 


* In the Introduétion to Cunningham’s Hiftory of 
Great Britain lately publifhed, which abounds with new 
and carious anecdotes, we meet with the following. In 
the battle of Malplaquet, Colonel James Campbell, 
Lieutenent to the Earl of Stair, fignalized his valour in 
fight of both the armies; for while the victory was yet 
doubtful, he rufhed with great fury againft the enemy 
with a party of his men, and cutting all before him, opened 
a way through the midft of the enemy, and returned by the 
fame way to his fiends. The fuccefsful bravery of this 
youth, encouraged the confederates, difheartened the enemy, 
and contributed not a little to turn the whole fortune of the 
Gay. Whether through envy, or from whatever caufe, the 
bravery of Campbell was, by fome of our officers, madz an 
object of cenfure. Prince Eugene, who greatly admired 
fo gallant an ation, and who conceived that a juncture 
might exiit in which tranfgrefion of :ules might be julli- 
ficd by emergencies, thought it not fuficient that Licu- 
tenarit-Colone]l Campbell thould pafs uncenfured, but retarn- 
ed him his thanks for exceeding his orders, on the dey af- 
ter the battle in the face of the army. This was General 
Sir James Campbell, who loft his lite, in an advanced age, 
commanding the British horfe at Fontenoy. 
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After the action of the 6th inftant, i¢4 
which the Jofs fuftairied fell principally on 
Hyder’s beit troops, moft of his officers ad- 
vifed hirr to retreat, as they feared the ad+ 
vance of the main body of the Englifh.— 
But Hyder, who had exact and conftant in- 
telligence of every thing that was done in 
the Englifth camp, determined to purfue 
offenfive meafures. He knew the hour that 
Colonel Fletcher was to march, for the 
reinforcement of Colonel Baillie, the ftrength 
of his forces, and that he had no cannon.— 
He made a moft mafterly movement, and 
muft inevitably have intercepted Colonel 
Fletcher’s detachment, had not Fletcher, 
fufpeGting his hircarrah, changed his route, 
and taken a {weep to the right, by which 
he joined Colonel Baillie without oppo- 


fition. 


On the news of this junction, Count 
Lally, who commanded Hyder’s artillery, 
went to him, and ftrenuoufly advifed him 
to retreat, and crofs the Polaar, reprefenting 
the inveitable deftruction in which his army 
muft he involved by a contrary condud:— 

Hyder 
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Hyder liftened to the arguments of the 1780. 
Count, and appeared to approve of the 
meafure he had propofed, when two hircar- 
rahs came in from Conjeveram, and affured 
him-not only that our army was ftill there, 
but that they were not making any prepara- 
tions to move. This appeared fo extraordi- 
nary to Lally that he fufpected they were 
betrayed by their hircarrahs, and ftill urged 
the neceffity of retreating with the infantry, 
and carrying off his guns. But Hyder, 
who depended on his information, ordering 
a body of irregular cavalry to amufe our 
army at Conjeveram, determined to advance 
and attack Colonel Baillie. 


Colonel Fletcher’s detachment joined Co- 
lonel Baillie on the gth of September, at half 
an hour paft fix in the morning. The junc- 
tion of thefe forces infpired the whole with 
freth {pirits. After the parade in the evening, 
Colonel Baillie, having previoufly directed 
that all orders given by Colonel Fletcher 
fhould be obeyed without hefitation, gave or- 
ders for the whole troops under his command 
to be in readinefs to march. Accordingly, be- 

K 4 tween 
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1780. tween eight and nine o'clock in the evening, 


our men marched off toward theleft, by the 
way of Subdeverim, the baggage being dif- 
pofed on the left flank. Colonel Fletcher’s 
detachment was difperfed in different parts of 
the line. From the moment they began to 
march, the enemy played off their rockets, 
which, from the vigilance of our flanking 
parties, did but litttle execution. 


Nothing of any confequence happened 
until a little after ten o’clock at night, when 
feveral guns were obferved opening on cur 
rear. Captain Powell, who commanded 
the rear-guard, immediately unlimbered his 
guns, and informed Colonel Baillie of what 


‘had happened. The line was inftantly or- 


dered to countermarch, the baggage and 
doolies pafling through the intervals. After 
countermarching a few hundred yards, the 
line was formed with its front towards 
Perambaukum. ‘The enemy kept up an 
inceffant fire, though without any great ef- 
fect; and, and as they did not difcover an 
inclination to advance, Colonel Baillie or- 
dered the troops to face to the right, and 

| march 
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march into an avenue, the fame road they 1780. 

had paffed but a few minutes before. The 

whole line being now formed in thisavenue, 

a general halt took place. In the mean time, 

the enemy kept up an inceflant cannonade, 

which did great execution. This obliged 

Colonel Baillie to detach Captain Rumley 

with five companies of Sepoy grenadiers to 

ftorm their guns. There is nat a doubt 

but this party would have accomplifhed the 

important fervice on which they were fent, 

had not a water-courfe which happened at 

that time to be unfordable, obliged them, 

about half paft eleven o’clock, to return to 

the line. By the time that Captain Rum- 

ley returned, the enemy’s guns were heard 

drawing off towards our front, and a gene- 

ral alarm throughout their camp, owing, as 

was fuppofed, to their having received intel-_ 

ligence of the party that had been fent to 

ftorm their guns. From their noife, con- 

fufion, and irregular firing, one would have 

imagined that a detachment of our men had 

fallen upon them with fixed bayonets. At 

that critical moment, had a party of grona- 

diers been fent againft them, they would 
' have ° 
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xyto. heve routed without difficulty the whole of 
Tippoo’sarmy. Having, about ten o'clock, 
in the evening, advanced a few hundred 
yards in the avenue, the detachment remain- 
ed there in porfect Glence until the morning. 


Colonel Fletcher, being afked by fome 
officers why Colonel Baillie halted, modeftly 
an{wered, that Colonel Baillie was an officer 
of eftablifhed reputation, and that he no 
doubt had reafons for his conduct. It cannot 
however be concealed, that this halt afford- 
ed an opportunity to Tippoo Saib of draw- 
ing off his cannon to a very ftrong poft, by 
which the Englifh were obliged to pais, 
and at the fame time of informing Hyder 
of their fituation, and fuggefting to him 
the expediency of advancing for the im- 
provement of fo favourable a conjuncture. 


On the roth of September, at five o’clock 
in the morning, our little army marched off 
by the right, in fubdivifions, having their 
baggage on their right flank, and the enemy 
on their left. A few minutes after fix, two 
guns opened on their rear, on which the line 

halted 
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halted a few miinutes, Large bodies of the 1790 
enemy’s cavalry now appeared on theie right 
flank, and juft at the moment when the 
_pagoda at Conjeveram appeared in view, and 
our men had begun to indulge the pleafing 
hope of a refpite fram their toils and dangers, 
and a focial refrefhment in the company of 
their friends, a rocket-boy was taken prifon- 
er, who informed them that Hyder’s whole 
army was marching to the affiftance of 
Tippoo, Four guns now opened on their left 
flank with great effect. So hot was the fire 
they fuftained, and fo heavy the lofs, that Co- 
Tonel Baillie ordered the whole line to quit 
the avenue, and prefent a front to the enemy, 
and at the fame time difpatched Captain 
Rumley with ten companies of Sepoy gre- 
nadiers to ftorm the enemy’s guns. Colo- 
nel Fletcher being made acquainted with 
this order, judged it neceffary to have a 
party to fupport Captain Rumley, and im- 
mediately defired Captain Lucas, with his 
battalion, to goon that fervice; but this 
order, being thought improper, was coun- 
termanded by Colonel Baillie. - 


Within 
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Within a few minutes-after Captain Rum-~ 
ley had left the line, Tippoo’s guns, by his 
appearance, not lefs than by the firing of 
our artillery, were filenced. Rumley’s little 
detachment immediately took poffeffion of 
four of thé enemy’s guns, and compleatly 
routed the party attached to them. Cap-. 
tain Rumley, overcome with the exertions 
he had made, and unable, fram bodily fa- 
tigue, to carry into effe@t the ardent refolu- 
tion of his mind, ordered Captain Gowdie, 
the officer next in command, to lead on the 
party, and take pofieffion of fome.more 
guns, placed a few hundred yards in their 
front. But as they were advancing for this 
end, not many minutes after Captain Gow- 
die had been invefted with the command, 
a fudden cry was overheard among the 
Sepoys, of Horfe, Horfe! The camp fol- 
lowers, whofe numbers were nearly five to 
one of the troops under arms, were driven 
on a part of our line, by the numerous and 
furrounding forces of Hyder-Ally, who, be-., 
ing informed of the embarraffing fituation 
of Colonel Baillic, had left his cam with- 
out ftriking his tents, with a view to con- 

ceal 
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ceal his march from the Englifh. A great ry8o. 
confufion amoig our troops was the una- 
voidable confequience of this unexpedted on- 
fet. :The Europeans were fuddenly left on 
the field of action alone: and at that criti- 
cal moment, a detachment from the advan- 
ced guard of Hyder’s army preffed on with 
great celerity, between our line and Captain 
Rumley’s party. The commanding officer, 
apprehenfive of being cut off from our little 
army, judged it moft prudent to retreat. 

Colonel Baillie, when: he was informed 
that an immenfe body of horfe and infantry 
was marching towards him, and that this 
was f{uppofed to be Hyder’s main army, 
faid, ‘* Very well! we fhall be prepared to 
“‘ receive them.” MHyder’s whole forces 
now appeared inconteftibly in view; and 
this barbarian chief, who,: as was obferved 
by the Roman General, of Pyrrhus, had no- 
thing barbarous in his difcipline, after di- 
viding his guns agreeably to a preconcerted 
plan, opened from fixty to feventy pieces of 
cannon, with an innumerable ‘quantity of 
rockets. 

Hyder’s 


Nt3B 
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22780... Hiyder’s nurnetoms cavalry, fupported fy 


his regular infantry and Eusopean corps, 
driven, on by threats, encouraged by pov- 
anifts, and Std on by his moft diftinguifhed 
zfitcers, bare'on: our little army on different 
quarters without making the leaft impref- 
fion. Our men, both Europeans and Se- 
poys, rppeatedly .prefented and recovered 
their fire arms, as if they had been ma- 
mreuvring on a parade. ‘The enemy was 
repulfed in every attack. Numbers of thetr 
beft cavalry were killed, and many more 
were wounded. Even their infantry were 
forced to give way; and Hyder began to 
think of a retreat. A movement which 
Colonel Baillie made to the right, evidently 
fhewing that he meant to attack the enemy’s 
artillery, rendered Hyder &tild moré appre- 
henfive of the iffue of the battle. Fie con- 
faked Lally, who told him that a vetreat 
‘was then too late, that the Englifh army 
fsom Conjeveram was probably advancing 
fin his rear, and that nothing remained but 


“to endeavour, by their artillery and cavalry, 


to break the detachment. 


'Tippoo 
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Tippee Saib had by this timecalleced sy¥o. 
fris party together, and renewed the can- 
monade. And, at the faine time that our 
men were under the neceflity of {uftaining 
the pseffure of both the father and the fon, 
two of their tumbrils were blown up by 
Hyder’s guns, and made a large opening in 
both lines: they had now ng other ammu- 
nition than grape: their guns difcontinued 
firing, and, in this dreadful fituation, va- 
der a terrible fire, not only of guns but roc- 
kets, lofing great numbers of officers and 
men, they remained from half paft {even 
till nine o'clock. 


Hyder, perceiving that their guns were 
entirely filenced, came with his whole army 
round their right flank. The cavalry char- 
ged them in diftinG columns, and, in the 
intervals between thefe, the infantry poured 
in vollies of mufketry, with dneadful effea. 
Mihiar Saib with the Mogul and Sanoor 
cavarly made the &rft impreffion. Thefe 
were followed by the elephants and the 
Myforean cavalry, which campleted the 
overthrow of the detachment. Colonel 

Baillie, 
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(780. Badlic, though grinwoully WOtsswony wenn 
the Europeansyendonee more formed them 
into.a fquare..> With-thie: handful of men, 

‘Ine: gained: an- eminence, @ {mall rifing 
gyound on the plain; where, wiehout amu- 
nition, and moft-of-his people wounded, he 
refitted dad repulfed thirteen {eparate’at- 
tacks but feeth bodies of cavalry continu- 
ally pouring in, they were broken, with- 
owt giving way. Many of our men, defpe- 
rately wounded, raifing theméelves .from 
the ground, received the enemy on their 
bayonets, .-- © 

Captain Lucas’s battalion of Sepoys, at 
the time when our men moved up to a 
rifing ground, was ftationed to the right of 
the European grenadiers, but that corps, 
feeing the Europeans in motion, and mif- 
underftanding, pe:haps, this evolution for 
a retreat, broke im the greateit copfufion —— 
Dhe ‘Europeans, bravely fuftainihg their re- 
petation for. intrepid. valour, remained in 
this: exteemity ‘af difirels, fteady and -ua~ 
datuaeid, sulthaugh -Myrcounded. by . the 
Frenok: traopasvandkby -Hyder’s cavalry, -to 


at. 
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the number of forty thoufand. They even 1780. 

efied a defire, although their numbers did 
not exceed four hundred, of being led on to 
the attack. A party of Topafies, who lay 
at the diftance of about thirty yards in our 
front, kept up an inceffant fire of {mall arms, 
with great effect. Many attemps were 
made by the enemy’s cavalry .to break this 
{mall body of men, but, by the fteady con- 
duct of both our officers and men, they 
were repulfed. | 


Colonel Baillie, finding now that there 
was no profpect of being relieved by Gene- 
ral Monro, held up a flag of truce to one 
of the chiefs of Hyder’s army. But this 
was treated with contempt, and the Surdar 
at the fame time endeavoured to cut off the ° 
Colonel. The reafon the enemy affigned 
for this, was, that the Sepoys had fired 
after the fignal was hoifted. A few mi- 
nutes after this, our men received orders to 
lay down their arms, with intimation that 
quarter would be given. This order was 
fcarcely complied with, when the ¢nemy 
rufhed upon them in the moft favage and 

Vor, I. L brutal 
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1780. brutal manner, {paring neither age nor in» 


fancy, nor any condition of life; and, but 
for the humane interpofition of the French 
commanders, Lally and Pjmoran, who im- 
plored and infifted with, the conqueror to 
fhew mercy, the gatlant remains of our little 
army mmuft have fallen a. facrifice to that 
favage thirft of blood with which the ty- 


rant difgraced his victory. 


Hyder, after the action, as he was appre- 
henfive of being purfued by Sir Hector Mon- 
ro, leaving many of his wounded men on the 
field of battle, retreated to a place called the 
Round Wells, where he had before encamped. 
Having heard, on his arrival at this place, 
of the retreat of our army towards Chingli- 
put, he difpatched his cavalry in purfuit. 
They returned next day loaded with plun- 
der,, and with many prifoners, moft of them 
grievoufly wounded. .Among thefe was 
Colonel Baillie, the unfortunate commander 
of our gallant jittle army, ftripped of his 
clothes, and wounded in three places.— 
Hyder, intoxicated with fuccefs, exulted 
over the Colonel, ia terayns which our coun- 

tryman 
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tryman tetorted, with fach {pirit and con- 2780. 
tempt, that Colonel Affzn, a French officer 
in the fervioe of the-barbarian, who witnefl- 
ed this fcene, and who declared thie with 
other particulars relative to the courfe and 
the idue of the battle to the Portugueze 
Governer of Goa, was apprehenfive that 
the infolent conqueror would have been 
-provoked to an act of fatal barbarity.— 
An European officer in Hyder’s fervice, 
of the name of Elliot, fuffered ftripes, by 
his ordere, in the Durbar, for carrying fome 
neceflaries to Colonel Baillie; and all our 
officers, as well as men, were treated with 
great crucity.—But a very minute account 
of the imprifonment and fufferings of what 
somamed of “Colonel Baillie’s detachment, 
thas been, contmunicated by the fame officer, . 
from whom the compiler of thefe Memoirs 
received the greateft part of that information 
which -has been’ here detailed, : Sea 
the a ore 

While. Colonel Baiflie, elie by the 
troope fent to.his:eid wader the commazid of 
Colonel Fletcher, ftsappled with the ovet- 


Vo..1, i, 2 bearing 


a ie was near noon, when. par 1 inn , m4 er 


a carat lak OF. aie” 





. night, , a fmert cannonade haying comm 

ced, which, v was. ‘dileovered: ‘from an bilge 
on the. left. of. our cline, the. guns. were pr- 
dered: from. the Piguet, and the tents to be 
| ftruck, as it was determined to march with- 
out lofs of. time to the relief of. Colonel 
Baillie. But the cannonade haying. eeafed 
| about twelve, the troops. were order d., “a 
- aeft on. their arms till further orders... i 

this pofture they continued till os 
when they began to march towards. Peram- 
baukum ;.a detachment of the enemy, that 
had lain in watch for. their n moving Follow. | 
Es ing them on their, left flank, . 








Our army, ‘continued { thei oe au nA i sk ~ nt 





: rae 
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returned on their 'fteps towards Conjeve- 1780. 


ram, diftrefS painted in every countenance ; 
for all agrced in their report of the utter 
deftruction of the detachment, and that no 
quarter was fhewn. The army, during the 
whole courfe of their march on that morn- 
ing, faw no appearance by which thefe fad 
tidings might, in any degree, be falfified.— 
It was fix o’clock in the evening when they 
ftacked their arms in the village of Conje- 
veram ; and about this time, more Sepoys 
and drummers came into the camp, all con- 
firming the reports that had been made of 
the fuccefs and the unrelenting fury of the 
enemy. 


The General now gave orders for de- 
ftroying his four cannon, being twenty-four 
pounders, and a great quantity of ammuni- 
tion, as there was not any conveniency for 
carrying it. At two o'clock, on the 11th, 
in the morning, our army moved on with- 
out beat of drum, towards Chingliput, 
where they grounded their arms on the 
glacis, about break of day, on Tuefday the 
12th of September. The enemy crouded 

L 3 around 
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1780. around them, ag they purfued their march, 


in-great numbers, but without making any 
attack, 


\*Colonel:Cofby, juft .as: He was about to 
make a forced march: to Conjeveram, for- 
tunately met. with one of the fugitive Se- 
poys from: Colonel Baillie’s camp, and, after 
having been not a little harraffed in his route, 
arrived Tafely at Chineliput, within twenty- 
foux‘heurs after the General. 


On Wednefday, the 13th, at fix o’clock 
in the morning, our troops began to march 
from Chingliput, dnd after being annoyed 
all the way by the enemy’s horfe, arrived 
about one o’clock in the morning, on 
Thuriday the 14th, at the Mount. 


The retreat of our army to Madras, fill~ 
ed the whole inhabitants at once with for- 
row for their wounded or flaughtered friends, 
and anxiety for their own fafety. ‘The 
more timid were eager to find opportunities 
of returning, with as much of their fub- 
{tance as poffible, to Europe, while thofe 

of 
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of greater courage caft their eyes to Bengal, 1780. 
looking with folicitude for fuccour from that 
rich and extenfive province. There was 
not an inhabitant in the Pretidency of Ma- 
dras that did not wear mourning.  Civi- 
lians and foldiers united in their murmurs 
againi{t certain perfons, to whofe egregious 
negligence and infatuation they afcribed the 
calamities that had overtaken the Britifh in 
India; in paying the tribute of praife to the 
memory of Colonel Fletcher, and the brave 
officers and men who fell with him in the 
unequal conteft; in doing juftice to the 
bravery of Colonel Baillic and his fellow 
prifoners ; and in applauding the councils 
and firmnefs of Lord Macleod, who had ad- 
vifed the General to form a junction of the 
troops at the Mount, and afterwards folicit- 
ed him in the ftrongeft manner to move to 
the relief of Colonel Bailie with the whole 
arniyz: + ; 


; $0 great.was the panic that had ftruck all 
orders ofmen in the Prefidency of Madras, 
n this mournful occafion, that if Hyder 
had iniinediately purfued and improved his 
; L4 victory, 
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1780. viftory, the roth of September might have 


proved the moft unfortunate in the annals 
of Britain. Nor,would the calamities with 
which that day feemed pregnant have been 
long averted by the caution of Hyder-Ally 
at that important crifis, if the towering ge- 
nius of one man had not, in this precipice 
of fortune, prefented an intrepid front to 
the enemy, and nobly dared to revive the 
fpitits of his countrymen, by attaching in- 
ftead of fleeing from the conqueror. 


The Prefidency of Madras, as foon as 
they received intelligence of the difafter of 
our army, made a requifition to the Su- 
preme Council in Bengal, of a reinforce- 
ment fuitable to the exigency of their af- 
fairs. This requifition was accompanied 
by advice, that a confiderable French fleet, 
with land-forces on board, were on their 
way to India. That fuccours fhould be 
fent to Madras to a certain amount was 
readily agreed on by the whole Council : 
but concerning the quantity of thefe, as 
well as the time of fending them, there 
were different opinions, Mr. Francis, 

deeply 
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deeply imprefied with the unexampled dif- 1780. 


after which had befallen our arms, and the 
progrefs of Hyder in the Carnatic, was 
alarmed for the fafety of Bengal itlelf, the 
centre and feat of the Britifh government in 
Afia. , As in an animal body, under the in- 
fluence of terror, the blood naturally runs 
inward to fortify the heart, leaving the ex- 
tremities pale and trembling; the main ex- 
ertions of government, if guided by the 
counfels of that gentleman, would have 
been confined to Bengal, which would 
have become the feat of war, and the other 
pofieifions of the Company in India left, 
almoft wholly, to their own refources.— 
The courage of the Governor-General, and 
other members of the Supreme Council, 
repelled the vital fluid from the centre to the 
moft diftant movements, and preferved and 
fuftained the unity of the fyftem. Mr. Haf- 
ings, kept a fteady eye on every part of our 
eaftern empire, and, with an out-{tretched 
arm and i:beral hand, carried relief to the 
diftrefled. By invading the dominions of 
our enemies, he drove the battle from our 
gates, deprived them of their refources for 

carrying 
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#780. catrying on the war, and infufed freth fpi- 
rits into the whole of the troops, Sepoys as 
well as Europeans, in our fervice. It was 
determined in the Supreme Council tu at- 
tack ‘obf corhbined foes’ in every quarter : 
in the eaft, in the s»weft, in the north; on 
the coaft of oramandel, on that of Mala- 
bar, agd'in the province of Malva. 

Zar *¢ 

t *The Governor-General, in the firft coun- 
cil that was held after the difafter near Con- 
jeverarny ptopofed that Sir Eyre Coote fhould 
be requefted:to take the command of the 
foutliern army at Madras ; that a reinforce- 
ment of Europeans fhould be fent thither 
by fea, with a fupply of fifteen lacks of ru- 
pees; that a large detachment of Sepoys 
fhould be forméd in order tomarch, as foon 
as the fedfon fhould permit, into the Car- 
matic; that an offer of peave,'on reafonable 
térms, fhtould be made to ‘the Marrattas, 
but if this thould be rejetted; that the wer 
agai: them fhduid be profecuted with vi- 
go#li The ‘advanced feafon of the year 
rendered an embarkation of troops both dif- 
ficult and dangerous; and the expences to h¢ 
incurred, 
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incurred by Bengal, for the fafety of Ma- 1780. 
drasy were uncommonly great. .But there 
ary conjuncturesiin which extraordinary, exe 
pences are ab{blotely. neceflary, and wher 
great dangers muft be ‘hazanded, The Su- 
preme Council, therefore, notwithftanding 
the oppofition of Mr. Francis to the embar- 
kation of the troops, and to any fupply be- 
yond the amount of feven lacks of rupees, 
fupported the motion that had been made 
by the Governor-General. And Sir Eyre 
Coote, with fix hundred and forty Europe- 
ans, fifteen lacks of rupees, and a large fup- 
ply of provifions, arrived at Madras on the 
5th of November.., | : 


Hyder-Ally, on the retreat of our army 
to Madras, refumed the fege of Arcot, 
which yielded to his arms on the laft day of 
October. Many other pofts of ftrength fell 
into this‘ hands without refiftance. He 
was now proclaimed Nabob of the Carna- 
tic * and exercifed in fac all the preroga- 
tives of fevereign power. From policy, 
s Othirs affirm, that it was Tippoo Saib who was pro- 
claimed. | 

‘ not 


is 
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1780,, not lefs than the natural infolence of prof 


perity, he was at pains to cherifh among 
his officers the pride lof victory. He boafted 
that he would prevent the Englifh army 
from moying from the Mount, and that, in 
the courfe of a month, when he would be 
joined by three thoufand French troops, 
from the iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon, 
he would commence the fiege of Fort St. 
George. Mean-while, his numerous ca- 
valry over-ran and ravaged the country.— 
Numbers of inoffenfive and  unrefifting 
people were facrificed to a favage thirft of 
blood: fome were cruelly tortured that they 
might be induced to give up treafures they 
were fuppofed to conceal; others were 
wantonly mutilated, and at this day, many 
wretched men, without their hands, or 
ears, or nofes, record the inhumanity of a 
barbarous conqueror. Women were fub- 
jected to the brutality of luft, or forced to 
fave their honour by the forfeit of their lives; 
a ranfom which fome had the fortitude to 
pay. The mother of two beautiful young 
ladies of Arcot, rather then confent to their 
degradation in the H[aram of the Sultan, 

emanci- 
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emancipated them, with their own confent, 1780. 
as well as herfelf, from the infults of the 
enemy, hy means of poifon. Thoufands 
of boys and girls of different caftes and 
different religions, were carried into cap- 
tivity, in order to people the Myforean 
dominions of the conqueror. A new vil- 
lage was built on this occation, for their re- 
ception; they were placed on an equal foot- 
ing, and enjoyed equal privileges with the 
natives; and were inftructed by matters, 
many of whom were themfelves captives, 
in divers manufactures. For amidft the ra- 
vages of war, Hyder did not lofe fight of 
the arts of peace, by which, in the prefent 
refined period, the refources of war are 
moft effectually fupplied. And it muft be 
allowed, that although the inhuman cuf- 
tom of the vistors enflaving the vanquifhed 
in battle, in Eurape at leaft, be happily 
abolifhed, it is in moft cafes, wafer policy, 
in the eye of ambition, to ftrengthen the 
conquering ftgte by the introduction of fo- 
reigners, than to weaken it by fending forth 
a part of its own population for maintain- 
ing diftant conquetts. 

The 
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‘The'firft fury of invafion having {pent 
its force, and the ferocity of animal nature 
yielding to the'returiy of teafon and hume- 
nity; ‘multitudes of people who had fied 
from thofe legions-of ‘barbarian cavalry that 
overfpread tHe land, to the hills and woods, 
were iivited back to the fettlements which 
they had ‘abandthed, by affarances of pro- 
tection’ from !Hydef-AHy-Cawn, who de- 
clared himfelf a friend to’ the Matives, but 
the inveterate enemy of the Englith. He 
reftored that difcipline in his drmy which 
the licentioufnefs of war “had ‘unavoidably 
mlaxed. He reftrained his -feldiers from 
tapine ; and encouraged the country people 
to fow'’ their land, ‘telling them, that if 
they were i want of (ei he would furnith 
it, and that thenceforth they fhould enjoy 
thefraits of thei indaftry. Never, indeed, 
was the foftering hand of:government more. 
npotfiaty thay on the‘prefent @ecafion. The 
calumnities: that overwhelnid the: Camatic 
wete followed bywant and famine, Under 
the walls of Madras, men, women, and 
children perithed in-crowés, and fome wete 
feen-fwooning in the itreets. 

Hyder 
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Hyder, having, exhaufted ajl that cauld 1780, 
minifter fuel either to fery or to rapine.in 
this country, determined te lead his yittor- 
ious army to-the segions fouthward of the 
Coleroon, . Thefe alfo.had, by, this-time ex- 
perienced the iravages-@f ipredatory war, and 
avery where bere marks of, defplation.—~ 
Multitudes of negdy. adventusers; who were 
drawn to his ftandard by thethope‘of- plune 
der, pouring down frona the njountains of 
Myfore, overran the coyntries of Kavalore, 
Tanjore, ‘Fritchinopoly, and Madura. A 
luxuriant crop was inftantly fwept off the 
ground, and every water-dyke 44d encayap- 
ment totally deftroyed.. The inhabitants: who 
efcaped the fword fought thelter in the forts, 
where — want they we ae 

The couatty of Tanjore was in, on pot 
Sefion of the invaders, who fecured its crops 
and cattle, repulfed. the Compamy’s tranps 
at diffeyent: places, and confined theni with- 
in 4 dingle, fottreds in the capital ; where 
Ske graaaries were empty, the Rajah’s fub- 
jects ripe for.gnnovation and revolt, and he 
himfelf accufed of clandeftinely introducing 

: arms 
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4780. arms into his palace, and carrying on ine 


trigues with Hyder, ‘That nominal king, 
bearing royalty in fetters, .and mortified by 
the humiliating condition to which he had 
been reduced, though he had not dared to 
avow a with for hig emancipatian, began now 
from policy tq favour the caufe that feemed 
to prevail, and from inclination to liften to 
the fuggeftions of a confederacy formed for 
the expulfion of ftrangers. While he fe~ 
cretly endeavoured to convert his palace int 
an arfenal, he fuffered the whale crops of 
the country to be collected by the enemy, 
at the fame time that he refifted every foli- 
Citation to fill his magazines, and to provide 
for events neither evitable nor diftant. 


In the provinces to the fouthward of, 
Tanjore and Tritchinopoly, the afpect of 
affairs appeared equally alarming to the 
Englith. The great Marawa was infefted 
by ‘a numerous body of rebgls; under the 
conduct of a chief nearly reJated to the fa- 
mily on the throne: the little Marawa, 
by the murderer of the late Rajah, who, 
after the perpetration of that crime,. had. 
fled, in 1773, for protection to Hyder, 

but 
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but returning, at the prefent crifis, feized 1780 


the reins of government by the authority of 
that prince, kept the infant Rajah in con- 
finement, and carried the defolation of war 
into the adjacent territories of the Company, 
held under the name of the Nabob of Ar- 
cot. The flames of difaffection and war 
were {pread in their progrefs to Cape Como- 
rin. An hundred thoufand Colleries and 
Polygars harraffed the fouthern provinces ; 
and the fubjects of Great Britain were often 
attacked within the range of their forts. 
Such, then, was the ftate of our affairs, 
on the coaft of Coromandel, towards the 
‘conclufion of 1780, and the commence- 
ment of 1781. The native powers were 
united among themfelves, and with other 
ftates and princes of India, in defire and 
defign to emancipate themfelves from foreign 
controul ; French auxiliares were incérpo- 
rated with their armies, in order to invigo- 
rate their attacks and dire&t their mieve- 
ments, and more were promifed and confi- 
dently expected; a political and warlike 
‘prince, who united the’ military difcipline 
~ Vor. I. M and 
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4780. arms into his palace, and carrying on ine 


trigues with Hyder. ‘That nominal king, 
bearing royalty in fetters, and mortified by 
the humiliating condition to which he had 
been reduced, though he had not dared to 
avow a with for his emancipatian, began now 
from policy to favour the caufe that feemed 
to prevail, and from inclination to liften to 
the fuggeftions of a confederacy formed for 
the expulfion of ftrangers. While he fe- 
cretly endeavoured to convert his palace into 
an arfenal, he fuffered the whole crops of 
the country to be collected by the enemy, 
at the fame time that he refifted every foli- 
Citation to fill his magazines, and to provide 
for events neither evitable nor diftant. 


In the provinces to the fouthward of, 
Tanjore and Tritchinopoly, the afpect of 
affairs appeared equally alarming to the 
Englith. The great Marawa was infefted 
by ‘a numerous body of rebgls, under the 
conduct of a chief nearly related to the fa- 
mily on the throne: the little Marawa, 
by the murderer of the late Rajah, who, 
after the perpetration of that crime,. had. 
fled, in 1773, for protection to Hyder, 

but 
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but returning, at the prefent crifis, feized 1780 


the reins of government by the authority of 
that prince, kept the infant Rajah in con- 
€inement, and carried the defolation of war 
into the adjacent territories of the Company, 
held under the name of the Nabob of Ar- 
cot. The flames of difaffection and war 
were fpread in their progrefs to Cape Como- 
rin. An hundred thoufand Colleries and 
Polygars harraffed the fouthern provinces ; 
and the fubjects of Great Britain were often 
attacked within the range of their forts, 
Such, then, was the ftate of our affairs, 
on the coaft of Coromandel, towards the 
conclufion of 1780, and the commence- 
ment of 1781. The native powers were 
united among themfelves, and with other 
ftates and princes of India, in defire and 
defign to emancipate themfelves from foreign 
controul ; French auxiliares were incorpo- 
rated with their armies, in order to invigo- 
rate their attacks and dire&t their meove- 
ments, and more were promifed and confi- 
dently expected; a political and warlike 
prince, who united the’ military difcipline 


Vor. I. M and 
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ayBor and fkill‘ef Europe with the fubtility ang 


craft of Afia, freely ranged over the whole 
land at the head of a acmy fipfhed with 
fuccefs, arid daily increafing in numbers as 
well as courage. To thie force and thofe 
difficulties, the fortune of Great Britain op- 
pofed the armyat Madras, to be reinforced by 
the fuceours which have been already ftated 
from Bengal, and whatever cquld be {pared 
from Guazarat by Genera] Goddard, themili- 
tary talents of Sir Eyre Coote, and the genius 
of Mr. Haftings, whofe eyes were open on 
every part of India, who fupplied the re- 
fources of war, and united the power of 
AGreat Britain in the eaft, not more {cattered 
in place than difunited by civil diflenfion, in 
one wigorous fy{tem of military operation. 


The refpeCtable veteran, now invefted 
with the command of our troops in the 
Carnatic, was in the fixty-third year of his 
age. Though his conftitution had fuf- 
fered the debilitation of an enervating cli- 
thate, he chearfully underwent, at this ad- 
vanced period of life, as much fatigue as 
any foldier, and as readily encountertd dan- 


ger 


LATE: WAR IN ASIA, 


79: 


gtr as-any officer ity his army. -He was an 1730. 


handfome maa -with ¢ ferious military air. 
He united {pint with caution, and the gene~ 
ral courfe of his military conduct had been 
fortunate. There was in his charafer 
and example fomething that engaged the 
affections of men, at the fame time that it 
commanded their confi-dence and efteem :. 
objects which the General well knew how to 
value, and which he endeavoured on all 
occafions to acquire.— It was on this prin- 
ciple, that although he poffeffed the fole 
command of the army, he communicated 
his plan of operations, before he took the 
field, to a council of war, compofed of 
‘Brigadier-General Stuart, Sir Hector Mon - 
ro, and Lord Macleod, and alfo ta the Se- 
leét Commnittee at Madras. 


In every point of view, it was expedient 
for the Englith to bring Hyder to a decjfive 
action; buthow to accomplith this object was 
the queftion. Experience had fufficiently pro- 
ved that this was not to be effected by ra- 
pid marches. In a former war, Hyder, 
after leading an Englifh General who pur- 

M 2 fued 
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s780, fued hin is and-dowh'throtgh the whole 

kinpdom '6f Myfore; and thus ‘weakeiting 
his force by fatigne!! by etimate, and bad 
nourithment, imarelidd bat tiini'to Madras; 
and iritimiited the Zévethmtidlitirito a difho- 
ndurable treaty of ptace’? Nor was the ex- 
periment made by General Smith, neceflary to 
evince, thatan army formed likeours, of in- 
fantry, could not poffibly out-march fuch a 
force as Hyder’s, which derived rapidity of 
motion from bullocks, camels, elephants! 
and cavalry. 


« On'the other hand, to have 24ed on the 
principles of a befieging army would have 
‘protracted time, diminithed our’ force by 
gatridens, and multiplied all thofe advanta- 
ges’ which the enemy had over’ us in num- 
bers, “fapplies, ahd the poffeffion of the 
éountry. In thefe circumftanées, the Eng- 
ith General determined, if poffible, to bring 
Hyder to 4 clofe engagement, “by a plan of 
davtdua chat feemod to hold a middle place 
Between fitld-operdtions, on the one hand, 
and fieges on the other ; inclining to ether, 

according 
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apcording tocontingent events and circum- 1780, 
ftances. , And as Hyder’s nunaerons cavalry 
enabled him th drive the country, it became 
a part of the Emglith General’s plan, to.fe, 
cure, in all cafes,,a communication avith the 
fea, by which he was to receive from time 
to time the neceffary fupplies for carrying 
onthe war. Hyder, on the-contrary, wes 
careful, in all his movements, to fequye a 
paffage into the interior part of the penins 
{ula through the mountains. 


The Englifh army, which had been dif- 1781. 
perfed in cantonements for the rainy feafpn, 
again took the field on the 17th of Janyary, 
1781. This, in point of difcipline and 
numbers, was the fineft body of mey, that 
ever took the field in India. It confifted of 
eight thoufand infantry, eight hundred ca- 
valry, and iixty-two pieces of cannon, with 
a {usable proportion of gunners, and a due 
provifjon af military ftores. The confi 
dence which the army repofed in their 
commander, was exprefled by a loud 
huzza. , . 

} 
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At thig period, the places of ftrength that 
now remained to the Englifh in the Carna- 
tic, were \Vandiwafh, Vellore, Parmacail, 
Amboor, Chingliput, Cuddalore, and Tia- 
par: of which the- four firft-mentioned 
were befieged or invefted by the enemy.— 
On the igth ‘the army paficd Chingliput, 
and encamped on the fouth fide of the river 
Polaar. On the 21ft, the fort of Charan- 
gooly was furprized by a‘detachment under 
the command of Captain Davis, who very 
defervedly received the thanks of the Gene- 
ral for his fteady gallantry on that oceafion. 
Our troops, leaving a garrifon at Charan- 
gooly, refumed their march, and, on the 
2ch, carried relief to the long-invefted gar- 
rifon of Vandiwafh. The enemy, at the 
approach of our men, fled with precipita- 
tion: but this advantage was counter-ba- 
lanced: by the fall of the ftrong.fortrefs of 
Amboor, one of the inlets to the Carnatic. 
The Englith army, leaving Vandiwath, di- 
geéted the line of their march towards Par- 
macoil, when intelligence being received by 
two expreffes, which arrived at the fame 
time, that a French fleet had paffed Madras, 
sthey faced about, and. returning on their 

fteps, 
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fteps, encamped along the eminences above 1781. 
Charangooly. On the 2d of February they 
marched from the left towards Parmacou, 
where they encamped on the 3d; and, on 

the sth, they fat down on the red hills of 
Pondicherry, with their front towards Ar- 

cot; the chief ftrength of the enemy in the 
Carnatic. 


The town and fortrefs of Pondicherry, 
after a brave refiftance by an handful of 
men under the command of General Bel- 
combe, though defended in many places 
only by new mud walls, was reduced, as 
already mentioned, by a detachment of 
the Company’s troops under the condu@ of 
General Sir Hector Monro, and garrifoned 
by a military force commanded by Colonel 
Braithwaite. The Colonel, having firft de- 
manded and obtained the folemn allegiance 
of the inhabitants, evacuated the town and 
fortrefs, in order to join the genéral rendez- 
vous of our army, on the irruption of Hy- 
der Ally, -at Conjeveram. The moment 
our troops were withdrawn, the inhabitants 
of Pondicherry, in direct violation of their 

. M 4 recent 
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1781. recent engagements, flew to germs, plunder- 


- ed the folitary Englith refident who hag, 


been left as a-{py on their condudt, and with — 


fixed bayonets pointed, to his breaft, forced 
him to fign a written inftrument, of the 
contents of which he was wholly ignorant. 

They ‘armed a number of Sepoys, and col- 
leftéd prodigious quantities of provifions, 
which they depofited at Charangoloy, a ma- 
ritimie town not far diftant. Sir Eyre Coote 


difartned the inhabitants of Pondicherry, 
removed their ftores, and deftroyed a num- 


ber oF boats belonging to the French {qua- 
dron.* 

Large bodies of hor{e, in the mean time, 
took poft in fight of our camp, and obliged 
our advanced ‘parties to obferve the greateft 


vigilahee. Here the General intended to , 


make a halt, both for the relaxation of the 
troops, and in order to learn the intentions 
and niovements of the enemy. The Frenoh 
flect, confifting of {even large fhips of war 
and fout. frigates, lay at anchor off Rondi- 
cherry: * Certain intelligence, -howeyer, was, 


received, that the F rench Admiral was him-, - 


felf 


» 
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felf too much diftrefied for want of men to 173 Ie 
fpate-any for the affiftance of Hyder. . 


But this commander, though unaffifted by., 
his European ally, did not remain isfactive. 
He was obferved, on the 8th of February, 
nearly within cannon-fhot of the front of 
our encampment, paffing, with his eye fix- 
ed, as was fuppofed, on Cuddalore, at the 
head of hisarmy. The drums inftantly beat 
to arms.’ At four in the afternoan the army 
began to move, filing off by the left into 
the lower road towards Cuddalore. The 
enemy kept, what is called the Porto Novo 
road; fo that the marches of both armies 
were parallel. Night was no fooner fet in, 
than the enemy began to throw rockets on 
our rear-guard, but at too great a diftance 
for them to do any execution. On the gth, 
the army encamped with its right to the 
ruins of Fort St. Davids, and its left to 
Cuddafore: a pofition which fhewed our 
apprehenfions of the farther defigns of the 
enemy. This minute defcription will, 
perhaps, be excufed, when it is confidered 
that this is the firft inftance of an Englith 

army 
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1781. atmy Being pliced in fuch g fituation with 


regard to any of tHe native powers of India: 
an army, too, the beft appointed that had 
ever taken the field in that country. 


The Enptifh army, on the roth, leaving 
their tents ftanding, moved out from the 
cover of the guns of Cuddalore, and was 
formed in order of battle. A river ran 
along their front, and covered their right 
flank, Their left extended towards a range 
of ftrong ground where cavalry could not 
act, and the bound hedge of Cuddalore, 
with three redoubts, fecured their rear.— 
The army being thus arranged; the General 
rode along the line, and encouraged the {ol- 
diers to do their duty, with affurances that 
this day their labours would be at an end. 
¢¢ What I have all along wifhed for,” 
faid he, “* has now come to pafs, and in a 
“* few hours you join battle with the ene- 
«© my.” Other officers addrefled the foldiers 
itt words to the fame purpofe. In this fitua- 
fion, without tents, and the comforts which 
theft afford, our men for three complete days 
offered battle to the enemy : who, it mnuft not 

. be 
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be omitted, were at this time not lefs than 178a 
ten miles diftant. The General, upon the 
fourth day, finding that Hyder would not 
accept of battle, returned, ta.his camp, with 

a great increafe in the number of his fick. 

It was no wonder that the General: was 

thus eager for battle. He was reduced to a 

few days provifions ; and delay to engage 
might be equal to defeat in an engage- 
ment. 


Here Ict us paufe for a moment to con- 
template the alarming fituation of our army, 
and the means by which they were extricat- 
ed from impending ruin. Their provifions 
were nearly exhaufted; an enemy's fleet 
was on the coaft; Hyder-Ally was in pof- 
feffion of the country round ; and their cat- 
tle, on which they depended for the ability 
of moving from oné place to another, dy- 
ing in numbers for want of forage. The 
fudden and unexpected departure of Mon- 
fieur D’Orves, the French Admiral, from the 
coaft of Coromandel, brightened up the 
gloom that hung over the minds of our ge- 
neral officers, although they were careful to 

conceal 


a8 


SEEMOIRS OF FRE 


373%. coneed] their. anxiety from the troops agdet 


theit commend, by -opening a channel fos 
the reception of thofe fypplies which thy 
Einremitting vigilanee and forefight of the 
Supreme Council of Bengal conftantly fur- 
nifhed, -It is to the fame vigilance and fore~ 
fight in ovr ¢ouncils, that we are to afcribe 
the feafonable departure ef the French Ad. 
miral. Sir Edward Hughes, after reducing 
the French fort of Maheé, and ruining Hy- 
der’s fleet in his own ports of Callicyt and 
Mangalore, returned with a reinforcement of 
troops on board his fleet, from Bombay to 
the Coaft of Coromandel. The certain, in+ 
formation received by Monfieur D-Orves 
concerning the deftination of the Englith, 
together with the lofs of the boats at Pon- 
dicherry, determined him to fet fail, which 
he did on the isth of Rebruary, fog the 
ifland of Mauritius. ut had the French 
Admiral left only two fyygates,ag blosk up 
the road of Cuddalore, cogfequences might 
have happened as fatal to the interefts of 
Great Britain in the Eaft Indies, as flawed 
in North America, from the canveptign, of 


Saratoga. we? ra 
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* Thete is ‘no téafiti, ‘either of entertainment 178#, 


or iAftrndtion,, to derail the particulate which 
fill the ‘fXace’ ‘between tlie departure of the 
French ‘fleet, -ahd the arrival of Siri Edward 
Hughes with the Enplith {quadron' and 
tranfports on the 1 4th-of June. “It may be 
mentioned, however, in general, that during 
this time Hyder: Ally was not idle. : Hé 
plunderéd the country-of Tanjore, ‘he tedus 
ced ‘the fortrefs of Tiagar,’ and cut off fome 
of our flying parties: by which fuccefies 
he fupported the fpirits of his troops 
and raifed their courage; and, what was of 
equal importance, maintained and height- 
ened the glory: ef his name among the native 
powers of India, 
any 
Sir’ Eyre Coote, having’ encamped neat 
Porto ‘Nove on thd 17th of June, marched, 
an perfon; a ftreng’ detachment on the 18th 
td attack the fortified Pagoda of Chilfuir® 
brum, ‘making the fame defperate affault 
that ‘fueteeded at Charangooly." He ‘was 
répulied; with the lof of eight oicers’ 
and from two to three hundred men Killed 
and wounded. A twelve-pounJer, whith 
Wie 
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5781. was’ ufed in blowing open the gates, added 


a fitld-piece to the train of the enemy.— 
When it is'‘faid that a commander in chief 
heads an affault, or any defperate enterprize 
in perfon, nothing more is commonly meant 
than that he,is a {pectator of what paffes. 
Here the General’s perfon was expofed to 
great danger. Lieutenant Young, who com- 
manded the European troops in this expe- 
dition, had his leg broken by the thot of a 
cannon, as he ftood talking with him clof¢ 
by his fide. 


It is but a fhort way that the utmoft ha- 
man fapacity can penetrate into the mazes 
of future events. The repulfe at Chillum- 
brum, which feemed pregnant with danger, 
extricated the Englifh army from a moft 
perilous fituation, and happily changed the 
whole face of our affiiss in the Carnatic. 
Even a return to Madras, if it could have 
been effected without a further lofs of men, 
would have been followed by effects little 
lefs difaftrous then what ufually ‘accompany 
or flow from a defeat. It would have dif- 


covered to the native powers of India that 
dered 
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gur,want of magazines would always oblige 1781. 
us to keep near, the fea, or ta make excur- 

fions into the inland country ; .circymftan- 

ces which might be improved by a prudent 
adverfary for.qur difadvantage and ruin. 


The. repulfe of our arms from Chillum- 
brum, which was greatly exaggerated to Hy- 
der, with the prefling entreaties of his auxi- 
liary chiefs, and the French officer Lally, 
prevailed on the wavering mind of Hyder, 
notwithftanding the remonftrances of his 
eldeft fon, to offer the Englith battle — 
Hyder, having remained for fome weeks 
within random fhot of Tanjore, fet his face 
againft Trichinopoly, and threatened to fill 
up the ditch with his Moormen’s flippers. 
Tippoo ftrongly advifed him to purfue this 
object, urging, that the reduction of this 
place, which was equally defencelefs and 
important, would extend his authority over 
the fouthern provinces in the peninfula that 
acknowledged fubjection to the Englifh.— 
Hyder was not ignorant of the importance 
of Trichingpoly ; but he was flufhed with 
facccefs, and hoped that he would be able, 


by 
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1781. by aclof engagement, to defeat the only 


force that could endanger cither the con- 
queft of the provinces fouth of the Cole- 
roon, on the one hand, or that of the Dec- 
can on the other. He, therefore, took a 
pofition for that purpofe, at a village called 
Mooteapofiam, which commartided the com- 
thon road from Porto Novo to Cuddalore, 
and to the natural ftrength of his ground 
added feveral rédoubts. 


Our army, confifting of eight thoufand 
rank and file, with above fixty pieces of can- 
non, marched from Porto Novo, with the 
fea at no great diftance on the right, early 
en the :ft of July, towards the enemy, 
whofe number, according to the higheft 
computation, exeeeded an hundred, and ac- 
cording to the loweft, did not fall fhort of 
fixty thoufand men, varioufly armed, with a 
field train of forty-feven pieces, of different 
calibses. 

A detachment, confifting of two regi- 
ments of cavalry and 2 battalion of Sepoys, 
with feven pieces of light artillery, was ora 
dered to protect the baggage from Hyder’s 

horfe. 
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horfe: - Fhis body of our troops, with the 17$1. 


izfual guard of an hundred and fifty Sepoys, 

a few Polygars, and a Marratta corps, were 
judicionfly placed between the right of the 
army and the fea. Our troops, formed ,in 
two lines, proceeded in order of battle.— 
Parties of herfe paraded in every directidn, 

and great quantities of rockets were thrown 
withopt intermiffion, to confound the ob- 

fervation, and, if pofhible, to throw: the 
Englifh army into diforder, and to impede- 
their movements. A large body of the 
enemy's cavalry now appeared, drawn up in 

great force on an extenfive plain. On this 
body the Englifh opened an heavy canno- 

nade, which forced them to retire as qur 
men advanced. Their retreat opened tothe 
General’s view a range of redoubts, which 

commanded the road:—Struck with this 

unexpected appearance, he ordered the tropps 

to halt, and called a council of his principal 
officers. To proceed forward in the direct 
line of tkeir march, was to ruth into the 
very throat of danger; the fea confined their 

movements on the teft hand, and impracti- 

cable fand-banks on ghe right. 

Vou. I. N During 
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178. ) During the halt of the army, and while 


a Council of War deliberated whether they 
Should advance or retreat, an officer, care- 
lefsly walking to the right, difcovered a 
road cut through the fand hills. This road 
being qxamined, was found to be newly 
made, and calculated for the movement of 
troops and artillery. Hyder had made it the 
very night before, for the purpofe of attack- 
ing the right of the Englifh army, whilft 
they fhould be engaged in ftorming the bat- 
teries in front. This further difpofition 
was intended by that artful commander, 
that, on the confufion of our men, the 
main body of his cavalry fhould rufh from 
behind the batteries and complete the rout. 
This road, defigned by Hyder-Ally for the 
overthrew of the Englifh, was deftined by 
Providence for their prefervation: for by 
this Sir Eyre Coote marched the troops, 
and effected their deliverance from apparent 
ruin. 


Hyder, difappointed in his ftratagem, 
evacuated hiss works, and moved a-breaft 
with 
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with our army, which, after paffing through 1781. 
the fand-banks and quitting the road, turn- 
ed to the left, and faced the enemy, who, 
in the poffeffion of a ridge of fand-banks in 
front, feemed to offer a decifive action.— 
The General, now, had not certainly any 
option; but, from fome caufe or other, a 
fecond hefitation took place. Certain unafk- 
ed opinions were given in favour of a re- 
treat, under the abject and ruinous notion 
of looking for more equal ground. To the 
honour of General Monro, it is right to 
mention, that when the enemy’s batteries 
were difcovered in front of our army, he 
gave his opinion againft the madnefs of an 
attack: but that, in this fecond fituation, 
he urged the neceffity of an attack, by the 
moft fenfible arguments and manly elo- 
quence. A {pace of time, which appeared 
to every individual in our army of great 
Jength, was confumed, under the enemy’s 
fire, who had withdrawn their guns from 


the batteries tq the line, and prefented a new 
front, before the General determined to 


come to a clofe attack: and it was during 
N 2 this 
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1781. this interval, chiefly, that we fuffered the 


lofs that was fuftained in this action. 


Meanwhile, the heights in the rear of 
the firft line of our army, led on by Sir 
Eyre Coote, were feized by General Stuart, 
who commanded the fecond. ‘This excel- 
lent difpofition encouraged Sir Eyre Coote 
to advance with confidence on the enemy. 
‘He marched up, at the head of the firft 
line, to the enemy’s artillery, quickly threw 
them into diforder, and forced them to give 
way. But, previoufly to this attack, Hy- 
der had detached a ftrong body of difci- 
plined infantry, with a fuitable train of ar- 
tillery, a prodigious number of irregulars, 
and cavalry, to attack the Englifh pofted on 
the heights. Another detachment alfo at- 
tempted, by penetrating into the interval 
between our two lines, to attack Sir Eyre 
Coote in the rear. Thus was each wing 
feparately, and almoft equally engaged.— 
The frefh forces with which the enemy were 
inceflantly relieved, rendered the battle long 
and obftinate. It lafted above fix hours, 
in 
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in which every individual in the Company's 1781. 


fervice fought as if the fate ofthe day had 
depended on his fingle efforts. The firft 
line, triumphing over every obftacle, drove 
the enemy, infantry, cavalry, and artillery, 
promifcuoufly before them. The fecond 
line, under the command of Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Stuart, had by this time, not only re- 
pulfed the other divifion of the army, but 
driven them from their poft and defeated 
every attempt they made to attack the Ge- 
neral’s rear. It was alfo the mafterly dif- 
pofition, and fpirited exertions of the fecond 
line, that protected the baggage, difpofed, 
as has been mentioned, clofe by the {ea, 
from even the attempts of the enemy. 


The rout was complete and general.— 
The tumult and confufion in the retreat of 


{uch a multitude of people tempted an eager - 


purfuit, which, could it have been made, 
muft have effected an unexampled carnage 
among men and cattle. But our guns 
were dragged flowly through deep and fandy 
foil ; while the numbers and the ‘fpirit of 

N 3 Hyder’s 
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1781. Hyder’s cattle gave a celerity to his motion 


which ours could not equal The ¢ reateft 
lofs fuitained by the cnemy haprer:ce vefore 
our fecond line, where, ignorani o: its fo:ce 
and ftrong pofition, and miftaking it for a 
common baggage guard, they made the only 
{pirited attempt on their part ; although, it 
muft be allowed, that their artillery was 
ferved with great promptitude and addrets, 
during the whole courfe of the action.— 
What lofs of men is fuftained 1n an engage- 
ment by an Indian army, cannot be afcer- 
tained with any degree of exactnefs, as it is 
a religious maxim with all the Hindoos, to 
carry off as many of their wounded and flain 
as they can. This they think of great im- 
portance, being perfuaded, that after the 
body is burned, neither the evil principle or 
being, nor the demons of wrath who are 
{ubfervient to his will, have any power over 
the emancipated fpirit: a notion that is in 
exact conformity to an ancient and very ge- 
neral doctrine, that matter is the grand prin- 
ciple of evil, and that the fouls of thofe who 
have departed from life, hover around, and 

are 
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are attracted to their bodies, as long as they 1781. 


are entire; either the whole coporeal frame, 
or any of the organized parts or members. 
The Marrattas, the Myforeans, the Poly- 
gars, and in general all the Gentoo warri- 
ors, have their loins begirt with girdles or 
belts. The horfemen have an hook which 
they dart with great dexterity between thofe 
belts and the dead bodies of their friends, 
and therewith carry them off from the field 
of battle. As nearly as could be conjectur- 
ed, the number of the flain, on the fide of 
HIyder, amounted to three thoufand: but 
what appeared in his fight a greater lofs, 
was the mortal wounds of Meer Saib, his 
favourite General and fon-in-law, who, at 
the head of the Mogul and Canara cavalry, 
made the firft impreffion on the Britifh 
lines, in the unfortunate action near Conje- 
veram. TheEnglifh General halted near the 
field of action, from inability to purfue the 
enemy. Our lofs did not exceed four hun- 
dred, nor was there an officer of rank or 
diftinction among either killed or wounded. 


N 4 Although 
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ied no trophies were gained, or 
prifoners made, the firft of July, 1781, will 
ever be accounted an important day to the 
eaftern branch of the Britifh empire. It 
broke that {pell which was formed by the 
defeat of Colonel Baillie, and deftroyed that 
refpect which the name of Hyder-Ally- 
Cawn had obtained, from that difaftrous to 
this profperous event, among {uperftitious 
obfervers, whofe opinions are formed by the 
impreffion of ftriking events, more than by 
the deductions of reafon. 


The General, on the 3d of July, return- 
ed his thanks to the troops, gave orders for 
a feu de joe, and difpatched exprefles to 
every quarter with the news of the victory. 
His Majefty’s 73d regiment, on account of 
their diftinguifhed fteadinefs in the field, as 
well as their exemplary deportment in quar- 
ters, were prefented by the General with fifty 
pounds to buy a pair of bag-pipes. 


While thefe things were tranfacted near 
Porto Novo, a detachment under Tippoo 
Saib had invefted Vandiwath, and begun to 

conftruct 
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conftrué batteries, and to make other ne- 1781. 
ceflary preparations for a fiege. The Ge- 

neral therefore determined to march to the 
northward, in order to relieve this place, 

and afterwards to form a junction with the 
Bengal detachment. Tippoo, on the ap- 
proach of our army, precipitately raifed the 

fieve of Vandiwafh, and joined the main 
army under Hyder, in the neighbourhood of 
Arcot. 


Sir Eyre Coote, reinforced by ten batta- 
lions of Sepoys and twenty pieces of can- 
non, fent from Bengal under the command 
of Colonel Pearle, laid fiege to Tripaffore, 
which furrendered on the 22d of Augntft, 
on terms of capitulation. A very feafon- 
able fuppiy of paddy being found in the 
fort, the troops were provided with fubfiit- 
ence for feveral days, and the General, hear- 
ing that Hyder was, in full force, at the 
diftance of about fixteen miles, marched to- 
wards him, in order if poffible to bring him 
to an engagement: the only meafure that 
feemed to promife enlargement from {ur- 
rounding difficulties. Hyder, on the ap- © 

proach 
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1¥8z. proach of the Englith army, fel] back a fevs 


miles, to the ground on which he had de 
feated the detachment under Colonel Bail- 
lie, where he took a very ftrong pofition ; 
and where, under the notion of its being a 
fortunate fpot, he determined to try his for- 
tune in a fecond battle. 


Thefe things being faithfully reported to 
the Britifh commander, he marched towards 
the enemy on the 27th, in the morning, 
when, about eight o’clock, he difcovered 
his army drawn up in order of battle, in 
full force, to receive him, and in poffeffioh 
of many ftrong and advantageous pofts, 
rendered ftill more formidable by the nature 
of the interjacent country, which was in- 
terfected by very deep courfes of water.— 
Some cannon-fhot being fired at our advan~ 
ced guard, the army was immediately or- 
dered to halt, till the baggage could be 
drawn to a ftation allotted for it in the rear. 
This being’ done, the fecond line, coniifting 
of two brigades, turned to a fituation of 
fome ftrength on the left. The firft line, 
confifting of three brigades, filed off to the 

place 
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place where the advanced guard had been 1781. 
fired on and formed in the face of a fire of fix 
or eight piecesof cannon, This brought the 
front of the firft line to a right angle with 
that of the fecond, or, in military language, 
it gave the army a double front with a large 
interval, The General then ordered the 
firft line to pufh through a {pace of ground 
covered with bufhes and underwood, and to 
ftorm the enemy’s guns. When they clear- 
ed thefe obftructions, nothing was to be feen 
except 2 line of horfemen at fome diftance: 
but fuddenly the fame guns that had been 
firing on our front, opened an enfilade on 
both our flanks. 


When Hyder had thus completely entan- 
gled the firft line, and not before, he opened 
a moft tremendous cannonade on the fecond. 
Sir He€tor Monro, who commanded the firft 
line, was of his-own accord bringing round 
his front to the left, when he received orders 
from the General to join the fecond line, as 
the left brigade under Colonel Owen were 
fcarcely able to maintain their ground.— 
Thediyifion of thearmy commanded by Mon- 

TOs 
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581, ro, after making the circuit that has been des 


{cribed, found iemflves, now, on the very 
fpot where Colonel Baillie made his laft 
ftand. The fragments of bodies, the legs, 
arms and fkulls, the manceuvres that were 
made, and the noife of the cannon, brought 
the bloody tragedy of September, 1780, full 
in their view, and made an imprefiion on 
their imaginations, which was to be fur- 
mounted only by military difcipline, and a 
fenfe of honour, 


- The firft line now clofing, and prefent- 
ing the fame front with the fecond, the 
whole army, in one conneéted line, was 
ordered to advance on the enemy’s artil- 
tery. On this order, ‘Sir Hector Monro 
{ubmitted to the Commander in Chief, what 
was murmured throughout the whole line, 
Whether it would not be i improper to aban- 
don the fhelter they derived from a long a- 
venue arid other trees, fince the ground be- 
tween the two armies was fuch as could not 
be paffed, and that an attempt tu move clofe 
up with the enemy, -in that direction, would 
only expofe them to the weight of their can- 

non, 
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non, without the poffibility of their effet- 1731. 
ing any. objet that might compenfate fo 
great a difadvantage. The General, in an 
hurry of {pirits, which at fuch acrifis might 
be well excufed, and not perhaps attending 
to what Sir Hector Monro had faid, replied 
to his fecond in command, “ Sir, you talk 
‘© to me when you fhould be doing your 
<* duty*.” In obedience, therefore, to the 
General’s orders, the troops advanced move 
and more within reach of the enemy’s can- 
non. The men dropped faft, difliked their 
fituation, and became impatient. One tum- 
bril had blown up at the inftant when the 
two lines of the army were clofing in one: 
a fecond blew up now together with fome 
limber boxes. Orders for fome manceuvere 
were now expected from the General, by 
. the firft line, with great anxiety, but none 
arrived. Sir Hector Monro, fitting by the 
only tree that was in the plain, in a fullen 
mood, refufed to give any orders whatever. 


* This circumftance is mentiond here, on account of Sir 
Heétor Monro’s having quitted the army, as foon as he could, 
and never again ferving under Sir Eyre Coote. 


The 
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2781. The fecond line was in the utmoft conftt. 


Gon. The battalions, in opening for the 
purpofe of giving way to the enemy’s fhet, 
fad fallen into clufters and become noify. 
Had the enemy charged our men with his 
numerous cavalry, from the left, at any pe- 
riod of the two hours during which our 
affairs were in this perilous fituation, it is 
not improbable that we would have fuffered 
difcomfiture and defeat: and that the plains 
of Ticoallum, a fecond time ftrewed with 
the mangled bodies of the Englifh, would 
have rivetted the fuperftition, and inflamed 
the cruelty of the barbarian conqueror.— 
Our cavalry, indeed, might have made good 
their retreat, as they were at fome diftance 
with the baggage: but the foot foldicrs 
would never have been able to efcape from 
the field: no! not perhaps even in the 
character of prifoners. 


Happily, the diforder of our line could 
not be eafily perceived by the enemy : and 
there is reafon to fuppofe that he neither 
knew of that confufion, nor formed the plan 
of his operations, on the fuppofition that 

: any 
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any confufion was to happen. His chief 1781. 


defign, was to revive the {pirits of his troops, 
and to convince the princes of the country, 
that he could yet engage, and-make head 
againft the greateft European army thag had 
ever talsen the field in India. 


The evening was now far advanced, when 
Hyder drew off his gurfs, and all was fi- 
lence. It was thought advifeable, at the 
fame time, that our army fhould march 
back to the ftrong ground from which they 
had advanced. When the circumftances 
that rendered it expedient to retire, were 
urged in a conference among the principal 
officars, one of the gentlemen happened un- 
fortunately to make ufe of the word retreat. 
The General {wore that he had never re- 
treated in his life, but that he would perazt 
the army to fall back. This happy exprefiion 
was followed by immediate orders for the 
troops to turn to the right about. 


Our lofs, on this day, was heavier than 
on the 1ft of July, and that of the enemy 


lefs, which was owning to their having. 


fheltered 


\ 
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4781, fheltered themfelves under the cover of tanks, 
and other grounds which they poffefied, 
favourable for that purpofe. Of our privates 
fix -hundred either perifhed in the field or 
were defperately wounded. General Stuart 
loft his leg by a cannon-fhot, whilft bravely 
conducting the fecond line to the fupport 
of a poft which the Commander in Chief 
had occupied at the commencement of the 
engagement, and on which the enemy 
had kept up a fevere fire. The fame fhot 
alfo carried away the leg of Colonel Brown, 
and by his death, which {oon followed, de- 
prived the Eaft-India Company of a very 
old and faithful fervant, and the army, of 
an able and very experienced officer. Cap- 
tain Hiflop, alfo, a very active and fpirited 
officer, and one of the General’s aid-de- 
camps, fell in this obftinate and indecifive, 
not to fay undecided, engagement. 


The hircarrahs, or fpies, fent out by the 
General to difcover Hyder’s further plans, 
brought intelligence that the enemy had de- 
termined to attack the Englifh army, fome 
hour between midnight and break of day. 

Ine 
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In confequence of this, orders were iffued 1781. 


for the whole line to lie all night under 
arihs, in the front of the encampment: 
While our army guarded againft an imagi- 
nary attack; the report of which had been 
induftrioufly circulated by Hyder, that cau- 
tious commander, who judged it imprudent 
to leave his unconnected, in the vicinity of 
our difciplined army, under the cloud of 
night, was retreating to a diftance that 
might {ccure him againft a furprize. 


On the 28th of Auguft, our dead were 
buried, and the wounded collected and 
dreffed. The next day, our troops being 
mafters of the fieid of battle, and Hyder at 
fome diftance, the General ordered the men 
under arms, when our guris and {mall arms 
announced a victory. The tents and bag- 
gage were then packed, and the troops put 
in motion for Tripaffcre, where they en- 


camped on the 30th. Hyder called this 


march a retreat, and claiming a victory, pro- 
claimed one, in all the pomp of war, to the 
nations of Hindoftan. 


Vou. I. Oo There 
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There was not any thing memorable that 
occurred before the 27th of September, 
when the Englifh army, having pitched 
their camp, the day before, within four 
miles of Hyder, who waited for them at the 
pafs of Chillangur, was put in motion to try 
the fortune of a new battle. The baggage 
was thrown into a theatre which the hand 
of nature had formed. The fecond brigade, 
with the two flank companies of the 7 3d regi- 
gent, the cavalry, and a train of twenty-two 
pieces of cannon, broke from the main body, 
and moved for fome high ground to the left 
of the enemy’s line of encampment, not yet 
ftruck, while the main army continued to 
advance, in one line, upon the enemy’s front. 
Hyder, who had affured himfelf from ex- 
perience that Sir Eyre Coote would keep 
the whole of his truops together, and of 
courfe, had only guarded againft a dire& 
movement on his fiont, kept a ftcady eye on 
the left of our line and on the baggage.— 
A change of difpofition in an army unwieldy, 
and without {ubordination, involves an im- 
mediate retreat. Such was the army head- 
ed by Hyder-Ally. That experienced Ge- 

neral 
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neral, therefore, inftead of refifting the de- 1781. 
tachment, endeavoured only to alarm them 

with a fhew, and a flight attack by a body 

of horfe. He abandoned his defign upon 

the left wing of our army and baggage, and, 

after a fhort fire from his guns, ordered them 

to be carried off. 


In doing this, his horfe were brought 
under our cannon, and fuffered greatly. In 
the hurry of retirement, his guns were, at 
one time, huddled together in a miry place, 
which encouraged our men to advance a- 
gainft the enemy with greater rapidity.— 
Hyder, on perceiving this, inftantly charged 
the affailants with a body of his beft cavalry. 
This force interrupted the progrefs of our 
line: but after receiving many difcharges of 
grape, and in reality furmounting their dan- 
gers, inftead of riding againft the files, they 
galloped through an opening they found in 
the line, and never {topped till they found 
themfelves without the reach of our cannon. 
One field piece, being a fix-pounder, was 
found by our men, funk to the axle, and 

O 2 dif- 
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1781. difcovered to be one of the eight guns be- 


* longing to Colonel Baillie. 


Night having overtaken our troops in 
the midi of their viCory, the fecond brigade 
was cajle3 “n, and the army encamped. In 
this adion, which, from the pafs, is called 
the battle of Chillaneur, Hyder-Ally loft 
one thoufand men, and a greater number of 
horfes. The lofs, on our fide, did not ex- 
ceed that of one officer and fixty private fol- 
diers. 

The General, without money and with- 
aut provifions, did not think it advifable to 
puriue the retreating enemy: but, on the 
day after the action, directing his march to 
the interior Pollams, he came over eight 
miles of fatiguing ground, and encamped. 
What he had now in view, was, to offer the 


‘Polygars the fame terms which, in the day 


of our profperity we had violated, if they 
would efpoufe our caufe, and give up the in- 
terefts of Hyder- Ally. 


: Thee 
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The Polygars enjoy a degree of freedom 1781. 


unknown in the plains of India, the ftrength 
of their fituation, amidft hills, woods, and 
deep ravines, producing the fame effects 
with the like fituations in other countries. 
There never was a power, among al} the 
conquerors in India, to whom they fo-foon 
became tributary as that formidable invader, 
Hyder--Ally. The chief of the Polygars, 
in this part of the country, Bom Razee, 
had promifed to furnifh Sir Eyre Coote 
both with money and rice, after Hyder 
fhould be defeated, when he might do it 
with fafety. The Gencral now called upaqn 
him to fulfil his promifes. The promifes 
were continued, but the rice and money 
were not produced. The General, there- 
fore, having ferved out his laft meafure of 
rice, broke through the barrier, and pene- 
trated into the interior Pollams, by a forced 
march, on the sf of October, determined 
to compel Bom Razee to fulfil his engage- 
ments. On the sth, he fent out detach- 
ments from his camp at the village of At- 
tamancherry, to bring in cattle and rice 
wherever they could be found. Thefe Bom 

O 3 Razee 
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1781. Ragee induftrioufly threw in the way of our 
parties; a policy by which he honed to avert 
the immediate vengeance of the Englifh, 
whom he effentially ferved, and to obtain. 
from Hyder, in cafe of a reverfe of fortune, 
not only indulgence and excule on the {core 
of compulfion, but indemnification for his 
heavy loffes. 


On the 7th of October, 2 detachment of 
fix battulions, two hundred horfe, and 
twelve field-pieces, under the command of 
Colonel Owen, matched out of the camp 
in the night, with the defign of intercept- 
ing a large convoy from the Myforean coun- 
try on its way to Hyder’s encampment at 
Lalpet. -But Hyder, as ufual, receiving- 
early inteHigence- of this attempt, ordered 
the convoy to return to one of his pofts.— 
In the mean time, as our affairs had now 
begun to wear a pleafing afpect, the army, 
without departing from that vig lance and 
military difcipline which became their fitu- 
ation, enjoyed a gratcful and falutary relaxa- 
tion after their toils, in the delightful vale 
in which they were encamped, and Sir Eyre 

Coote 
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Coote liberally entertained his officers at a 1781. 


plentiful and feftive board. But, on the 

23d, having received the news of Colonel 
Owen’s difappointment and retreat, as foon 
as matters could be arranged after being fo 
long in a fixed camp, they defcended from 
tne Polygar country, crofled the plain of 
Paliput, and joined the detachment under 
Colone] Owen at the village of Mydowad- 
dee. 


A few days previous to the 23d, @ com- 
pany of European grenadiers commanded by 
Captain Moore, together with two twelve- 
pounders and fome petards, joined Colonel 
Owen for the declared purpofe of ftorming 
the-fort of Chittore. Hyder, not waiting 
for Owen’s march to Chittore, formed the 
defign of cutting him off, by coming be- 
tween his camp and the pafs to which it 
was near. For this end, foon after it was 
dark, in the night of the 22d, he began his 
march from Lalpet, and, notwithftanding 
the delays that ufually attend a nocturnal 
movement, he had gained in his prozrets 
four hours of day-light before Colonel Owen 

O 4 received 
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z7$s. receved any intelligence of his fecretexpee 


dition. The Colonel, .who had encamped 
only ‘two miles. weftward of the pafs, fortu- 
nately arrived, by a rapid march, beforesthe 
enemy. As the detachment began to defile, 
Hyder’s cannon-fhot fell among them with 
great execution. The confufion into which 
this threw the battalion in the rear, encau- 
raged a body of horfe to rufh upon them at 
fall gallop. The battalion was quickly dif- 
perfed, and Captain Walker, who com- 
smanded it, was killed. The fall of this 
excellent officer and amiable man, on whom 
the according voice of all who knew him 
had heftowed the epithet af Jozef, was ex- 
eecdingly lamented, and drew not a little 
odium and reproach upon his battalion, to 
whofe irrefolution it was generally afcribed. 
The Sepoys fecing this battalion, which had 
hitherto been efteemed one of the beft in 
the feryice, thus driven before the enemy, 
loft all regard to the word of command, 
and fell into diforder and confternation.— 
What faved the detachment from entire de- 
ftruction, was, Captajn’s Moore’s company 
ef Europeans, who at this critical moment 

wheeled 
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wheeled rapidly to the rear, and poured a 373s. 


volley of fhot among the enemy, prefling 
in crowds round a fidld-piece which our 
Sepoys had deferted. By this {pirited action 
the gun was recovered, the party that croud- 
ed around it difperfed, the rapidity of the 
purfuit checked, and the Sepoys, recaver- 
ed from their panic, reunited to the ef- 
fective force of our little army. Captain 
Moore ftill kept in the rear, which enabled 
Colonel Owen to make good his retreat with 
fifcipline, and without further rifk of de- 
ftruction. Intelligence being received of 
the approach of the army, the detachment 
halted, and Hyder, rightly conjecturing, if 
not particularly informed of what had hap- 
pened, withdrew the purfuit, and returned 
to his camp at Lalpet. In this expedition 
feven officers, and about three hundred men, 
were killed or wounded. Colonel Owen, 
with all his camp equipage, loft his private 
baggage: but this was paid for by govern- 
ment, at the particular defire of the Com- 
ymander jn Chief. 


The 
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The-General, on the 26th October, re- 
moved his camp to Paliput, whither a de- 
tachment returned'on the 30th, that had 
carried the fick. and wounded to Tripafiore. 
This party fell in by accident with feven 
hundred bullocks laden with falt, which 
afforded a feafonable {upply to our troops. 
Thefe bullocks were the rear of a convoy 
of five thoufand deftined for [Iyder’s camp: 
a due degree of information would have en- 
abled our men to make an eafy acquifition 
ef the whole. 


Thefe immaterial circumftances are in- 
troduced here as prefatory to an important 
obfervation made by every gentleman in the 
army that ferved in the war againft Hyder- 
Ally-Cawn, and Tippoo Saib, whether on 
the coaft of Malabar or the Carnatic.—A 
battalion was never detached from our army 
but Hyder had the earlieft notice of it: of 
Hyder’s moft capital movements we had 
not the {malleft intelligence.—Hyder, it is 
well known, paid liberally for information ; 
and it is as well known, that a moft {paring 
hand dealt out the money that was paid for 

ours. 
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ours. The natives of the Carnatic, though 1731. 


by nature pufillanimous, will undergo great 
hazards for the fake of gain: but the mean- 
eft hireling will not incur the rifk of tor. 
sents and death for five pacodus: yet fecret- 
fervice money was charzed to government 
to a large amount.—Surmifes fell on fome 
agents; but none on the General. 


About the 1{t of November, at fome dif> 
tance ftom the Englith camp near the village 
of Paliput, a valuable quantity of rice wis 
found, and fufficient for the fupply of the garri- 
fon of Vellore, which from the want of that 
neceffary article was at this time in the great- 
eft diftrefs. In conveying the rice to that 
place, our army met not with the leaft mo- 
leftation: not that our movements efcaped 
the ufual vigilance of Hyder, but becaufe 
he was not able, at this juncture, to bring 
his numerous and ill-regulated body, go- 
verned not by difcipline, but in a great mea+ 
fure by circumftances ot tuperftition and 
currents of paffion, to meet our men in the 
field of battle. This fupply, therefore, 
notwithitanding the reports induftrioufly 

{pread 
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1781. fpread by the enemy, of ftations occupied 


for cutting it off, was fafely conveyed :to . 
Vellore: and, on the oth, the army fag 
down before Chittore, which, after a fiege 

of two days, when our traops were in rca~ 

dinefs to ftorm it, propofed, on the roth, 

terms of capitulation. The Keeladar, ha- 

ving fortified himfelf with bang, came out, 

with 2 few attendants, cairying a flag of 
truce, and boldly declared, that he would 

defend Chittore to the laft extremity, un- 

lefs the garrifon fhould be permitted to go 

where they pleafed, and to carry off all their 

private property. His conditions were grant- 

ed,and thefort was given up. The fenior en- 

ginecr ofourarmy, Captain Tippet, was killed 

by a random ball from a match-leck piece ; 

but the firing from two very bad guns did 

not the fmallcf hurt to any of our officers 

or foldiers. From the forts of Charangooly, 

Tripaffore, and Chittore, being without ar- 

tillery, we may fuppofe that Hyder never 

confidered them as tenable. The garrifons 

held on the frontier were in 3 far different 

ftate of defence. 


At 
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At this tire the heavens threatened every 173%. 
iiftant the fall of the Monfoon floods: yet 
till the army continued to lie before Chit- 
tore, from the reduction of which they had 
net derived one advantage. They became 
ftraitened for want of rice to feed the Se- 
poys, and began to feel the diftrefles of for- 
ces checked in their views, and cut off from 
their fupplies. The General, whoo doubt 
had his reafons for continuing before Chit- 
tore, was difappointed in fome expectation, 
not publicly revealed, and manifefted un- 
‘equivocal fymptoms of chagrin and difcon- 
tent. 


But, upon the 15th of November, Sir 
Eyre Coote was called from this fcene of 
inaction, and apparent fufpence, by a letter 
received from Captain Temple, the officer 
left at Paliput, informing him that Hyder 
in perfon had fallen on his poft unexped- 
edly, that he himfelf and his Sepoys had 
found protection in the hills, but that the 
baggage and guns had become the property 
of the enemyg Orders were now given for 
the army to march next morning from 

Chittore, 
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2781. Chittore, in which Captain Lamotte was 


left with two fitld-pieces and a battalion of 
Sepoys. When the General began to move 
from this place, on the 16th, Mahommed 
Ally, one of Hyder’s auxiliary chiefs, made 
a thew of cavalry, as if he meant to difpute 
the paffage of the Englifh over the rivet 
Ponee, but retreated before a few cannon 
balls. The army foon after this encamped 
at the pafs of Delamampetta, through which 
they defcended on the 17th of November, 
and halted at Paliput. Here they were 
joined by Captain Temple’s battalion, and 
the General was informed that it had been 
determined by Hyder, that Tippoo fhould 
march through the Pollams, ftop at Pollore, 
and, with the guns he fhould take there ad- 


‘ded tothofe of which he had became mafter 


at Paliput, advance to the fiege of Tripaf- 
fore.: 


A heavy cannondde, heard in the En- 
glifh camp, within a few hours, con- 
firmed this intelligence, and fummoned, in 
all the terrific pomp of was, the Englith 
army, to the relief of their friends in diftrefs. 

: On 
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On the roth, they had no fooner fet out 1781. 

in their march to Tripaffore, than the 

clouds broke, and thofe rains defcended, 

which, in the fall of the year, pouring from 

the perpendicular fides of extenfive moun- 

tains, render the rivers impaflable in the 

fhort {pace of two days. ‘The General, ur- 

ged by the gathering floods, with the beds 

of three rivers on the rout that lay before 

him, continued his march without interrup- 

tion till ten o’clock at night, when the 

van was ordered to halt: but the rear did 

not come up till one o’clock on the next 

day. The roads were already fo much 

deepened by the rains, that an elephant, 

three camels, and a number of horfes, with 

many carriages and bullocks, ftuck faft in 

the mud, and were left behind our men on 

their march. The laft branch of the Polaar 

was found juft fordable when they croffed it 

on the 2ift. On the evening of that day 

the army encamped near Tripaffore, with 

no more than two days provifions. Tippoo 

Saib, although he had made a breach in one 

of the fides of the forts, had withdrawn his 

forces: a circumftance which feemed to juf- 
tify 
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5781. tify the Opisiion of the commanding officer; 


that Fippoo.did not act with a view to ob- 
tain poffeffion of Tripaffore, and that the 
attack on this place was a plan of Hyder’s 
for drawing the Englifh from the Pollams. 
Ft happened fortunately for our army, what- 
evet were the ftratagems of the enemy, that 
the cannonade againft Tripaffore haftened 
their fteps as they mension from thofe hilly 


regions. 


Sir Eyre Coote, November 23d, altered 
the pofition of the troops by encamping on 
the Coccalore plain above Tripaffore. The 
army, having loft one third of the ftrength 
it poffeffed when it marched, in Auguft, 
from the Mount, occupied, on the 3d of 
December, the cantonements from which 
it had been drawn together on the fame 
month of the preceding year. This cam- 
paign abounds with incidents more inter- 
éfting in their nature, as they lead to ge- 
nefal conclufions, than important in their 
immediate and particular effects. It was not 
mirked by any event that promifed to decide 
the general iffue of the war, but it fhewed 

Europeans 
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Europeans the means by which they may i78 Te 
be fuccefsfully oppofed by Afiatic enemies. 


' While our army lay encamped on the 
plain of Coccalore, a royal falute was fired 
on account of the reduction of the Dutch 
gatrifon of Negapatnami, by the combined 
forces of the navy under Sir Edward 
Hughes, and the army ftationed in Tanjore, 
the command of which had been given to 
Major-General Sir Hector Monro. The 
gartifon, in this place, had been reinforced 
by a large detachment of Hyder-Ally’s 
troops, and new works had been added, by 
French engineers, to the fortifications.— 
The garrifon confifted of eight thoufand 
men, but of thefe only five hundred were 
Europeans. On the 21ft of October, the 
Company’s troops appeared at Nagore.— 
The fame day, the whole corps of marines, 
amounting to four hundred and forty-three, 
officers included, landed, and joined the 
Company’s troops ; and, on the 22d, a bat-$ 
talion of feamen from the {quadron, confift-  . 
ing of eight hundred and twenty-feven, in- 
cluding officers, was alfo landed : the whole 
Vor. I, P under 
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1781, uoder the, command of the Captains ‘Mata 


kengie, Mackay, and Reynolds, with: or 
ders to co-operate with Sir He@tor Monro 
to the ptmoft, in all meafures for the reduc- 
tion of Negapatnam. In the mean time, 
battering cannon for the attack, confifting 


. of four eighteen-pounders, and two twelve- 


pounders, iron guns from the tranfports, 
with twelve eighteen-pounders from the 
fhips of the fquadron, two mortars with 
their carriages, and a fuitable quantity of 
amunition of all kinds, were landed through 
a great furf by the boats of the {quadron, 
and on rafts, or catamarans, made for 
that purpofe, with incredible fatigue to the 
men, but at the fame time with incredible 
{peed and alacrity. 


The ftrong lites which the enemy had 
thrown up, flanked by redoubts, to cover 
and defend the approach to the town, being 
stormed, and carried by our troops, the Ge- 
netal opened ground againft the north face 
of the fort on the 3d df November, and the 
approaches were carried on with great ra- 
pidity. On the sth Sir Edward Hughes 
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moved with a part of the fquadron nearer 1781. 


to the fort, on the flank of the Britith lines,’ 
and on the 6th, early’ in the morning, he 
came on fhore, to concert’ with the General 
the beft means of carrying on the fiege with 
vigour. A battery of ten eighteen-potnders, 
within three hundred paces of the walls of 
the place being ready to open, a joint fum-~ 
mons was fent from the General and Ad- 
miral to the Dutch Governor, requiring him 
to capitulate, which he refufed to do in po- 
fitive terms. But a moft formidable breach- 
battery having played on a baftion with 
great effect, the Dutch Governor, who, du- 
ring the courfe of the fiege had made two 
de{perate fallies, with thc greater part of 
the garrifon, early in the morning of the 
11th demanded a parley, and fent out two 
commiffioners to the General in camp, with 
terms of honourable capalation, which 
were granted. 


* The Admiral, after experiencing all the 
viciffitudes of a monfoon, and receiving 
on board his fquadron a detachment of 
~ Company’ s land-forces, confifting of an 

P 2 officer 
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officer and thirty European and native ars 
tillery, and about five hundred volunteer Se- 
poys, under a captais and five fubalterns, 
failed from the road of Negapatnam, op the 
2d of January, and arrived in Trincomalé 
Bay, in the ifland of Ceylon, on the 4th, 
where he found an Englifh thip of war, 
under the command of Captain Montague, 
that had been ftationed, by the forefight 
and activity of Government, ever fince the 
month of Auguft, 1781, for the purpofe of 
blocking up the Dutch {hips in the har- 
bour. Our troops were landed on the sth, 
and, on the night of that day, Trincomalé 
fort was taken without refiftance. The 
grenadier com pany of marines, with the 
guns, rufhed into it through the gateway, 
while the Governor was drawing up terms 
of capitulation. In this fortrefs, which com- 
manded the only place where provifions and 
ftores could be landed from the fhips, ten 
iron guns were found of different calibres : 
and three officers with forty mep were made 


paifoners, 
The 
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The Admiral now directed his force a- 1782. 


gainft Fart Oftenburgh, fituated on the top 
of an high hill which commanded the har- 
bour, and cohtaining all that rema'ned of 
the ftrength of the enemy. After an inter- 
change of feveral polite and friendly letters, 
between Sir Edward Hughes and Van Al- 
bert Homoed the Governor, who had lived 
on the footing of intimate acquaintance and 
perfonal attachment, Oftenburgh was taken 
by affault, about day-light, in the mornin 
of January rith. The affailants had the 
misfortune of lofing Lieutenant George 
Long, fecond lieutenant to the Admiral, 
who was killed as he bravely advanced to 
the affault at the head of his company, and 
alfo twenty non-commiffioned and private 
feamen and marines. Lieutenant Wolfely, 
who commanded a company of feamen, 
Lieutenant Samuel Orr, who commanded 
the grenadier company of marines, and did 
duty as a Brigade-Major, and forty non- 
commiffioned and private feamen and ma- 
rines were wounded. The enemy loft but 
few men, as they foon, for the moft part, 
threw down their arms; and their lives, 
Ps though 


€30 


‘1792. 


“"thhamorRre oF THE 


though forfeited by the laws of war, were 
fpared hy the clemency of the conqueror.—- 
The Governor with the garrifon, confifting 


-of about four hundred Europeans, inelud- 


ing officers, were taken prifoners. 


By thefe fuccefles, eafily obtained, the 
Dutch were driven entirely from the coaft 
of Coromandel, an avenue was opened to 
the reduction of their fettlements in Ceyldn, 


‘and a door was opened into the heart of 


¥ 


Tanjore, which f{pread the terror of the En- 
glifh name throughout that and the adjacent 
countries. Hyder-Ally’s troops evacuated 
all the forts and ftrong-pofts they held in 
Manjore; and the Polygars-in the Marawa 
and Tinavelly provinces, who, at the irifti- 
gation pf Hyder, had rebelled againft the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, and taken part a- 
gainft us, returned to their obedience, 


The reduction of the Dutch forts was a 
meafure that originated with Lord Macart- 
ney, who fucceeded to the inglorious Mr. 
Whitehill in the goyernment of -Madras, 

and 
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‘and who firft brought the news of a Dutch 478s. 
war, in June 1781, to India. 


While the Engiith fleet was employed in 
making and fecuring the eafy acquifitions 
above defcribed, the movements of our land 
armies in the Carnatic and in Tanjore were 
as follow.—-Sir Eyre Coote, informed of the 
diftrefs, marched to the relief of the garri- 
fon of Vellore: but, on the sth, indifpofi- 
tion, arifing not more from bodily fatigue 
arid the cares of war, than from the vexati- 
ous difputes in which he found himfelf in- 
volved with the new Governor of Madras, 
was obliged to halt at Tripaffore, The 
General’s declining frame, on this anxious 
day, was threatened with inftant diffolution, 
and his lifé was defpaired of for feveral 
hours. On the 6th, however, his ftrength 
was fo far reftored, as to admit of being 
borne in his palanquein. The army rejui- 
ced at his dicovery, refumed their march, 
and encamped at a village called Edinburg, 
which, from its famenefs with the name of 
‘the gapital of Scotland, affected the 73d 
P4 regiment 
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1782. regiment with a lively and tender recollece 


tion of their native country. 


Nothing material paffed till the roth, 
when the army, now in the fight of Vellore, 
with the convpy tq the right under the hills, 
drageing their artijleryethrqugh a deep mo- 
rafs, which Hyder had thrown in their way 
by breaking down the banks of a tank, 
were ftruck with the appearance of the 
enemy’s line, which to the eye appeared to 
be reoular, fhoating towards their rear and 
baggage. But happily our army had croff- 
ed the morafs before they came up. A di 
ftant cannonade now commenced, which 
lated above fix hours, and by which we 
had three fubaltern officers and fixty-nine 
foldiezs killed, or loft ta the fervice by heavy 
cannon-fhot wounds. ‘The convoy was 
fafely lodged in Vellore on the 11th, and on 
the 13th, the army coming up to the fame 
mora{s, in their return, found Hyder pre- 
pared on the other fide to difpute their paf- 
fage. . A diftant canngnade took place be-+ 
tween the two armies, by which the Eng- 
glith loft Captain Lucas of the artillery, and 


nearly 
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nearly the fame number of men that fell by 1789. 
the firing of the roth. Hyder fell back, 
and our men purfued their march, 


Upon the 15th, the army, after a long 
snarch, encamped near Tritani Pagoda, from 
whence the enemy’s camp was feen at a di- 
ftance, fronting ours. On the 26th, the 
General moved the army about two miles 
nearer the enemy, who alfo, on their part, 
drew fomewhat nearer to our troops. Va- 
rious manceuvres were prattifed on both 
fides. Sir Eyre Coote challenged Hyder- 
Ally to try the fortune of a battle on ground 
approved by the Englifh; and Hyder, in 
his turn, challenged Sir Eyre Coote to come 
on and meafure the ftrength of the Englith 
with his, on ground which he had chofen. 
After a mutual difcharge of artillery, the 
armies parted, and pitched their tents. 


The Englith General, having returned to 
the Mount, applied himfelf to the conftruc- 
tion of magazines, one at Chingliput and 
one at Tripaffore ; a meafure which, could 
it have been carried into execution fooner, 

would 
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&38e. would: have Yoftened the inconveniencies, 


given fyftera‘to the matches, and adyantage 
arid effect to the victories gained by the ar- 
my. The continuance of our troops in this 
ftation was prolonged by the unhappy dif- 
ferences between Sir Eyre Coote and Lord 
Macartney, which made it*neceffary for the 
General to folicit from the Supreme Coun- 
cil of Bengal ths-reftoration of his authori- 
ty over the fouthern army, that he might 
be able to dire&t the co-operation of the 
whole force under his command, in {uch a 
manner as might facilitate his own, and 


,counteraG@ the movements of the enemy. . 


f 


With the inaction of our main army 
at this time, however neceffary in fome re- 
{pects, we are to connect, perhaps, in the 


. relation of caufe and effe&t, the overthrow 


ef our fouthern army in Tanjore, under 
Colonel Braithwaite, and the re-capture of 


-eonquefis madefrom Hyder- Ally on thecoaft 


ef Malabar. 


The troops under the command of Ge- 
lonel Braithwaite, deftined for the protec- 
tlom 


LATE WAR: IN ASIA, “235 


tion of Tanjore arid the neighbouring pro- 1782. 
vinces, coniifted of twenty-five European 
and one hundred and thirteen native artil- 
lery, ten field- pieces, one howitzer, one hun- 
dred and forty-two native cavalry mounted, 
and the fame number difmounted, one hun- 
dred and nineteen light infantry, with twen- 
ty-three artillery attached to che ‘cavaliy, 
the tenth battalion, and eight companies of 
the thirteenth battalion of Sepoys, two gre- 
nadier companies of the fixteenth battalion, 
aud fix grenadier companies of Sepoys.— 
This force, amounting to about two thou- 
fand and thirteen men, infantry and cavalry, 
Jay in camp on the banks of the Coleroon, 

‘at the diftance of forty miles from Tanjore. 
Colonel Braithwaite, fituated in an open 
‘plain, was evidently expofed to the enemy's 
cavalry ; though apparently fecured from 
any fudden attack, by feveral large and deep 

. rivers which lay between him and Hyder- 
Ally, who was at a confiderable diftance.-— 
But Hyder, apprized of thefe circumftances, 
determined to cut off this detachment, as 
he ad done that under Colonel Baillie. 


e- Tippoo 
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Tippoo Saib, accompanied by Monfieur 
Lally with four hundred French infantry, 
marched on this enterprize, at the head of 
twenty thoufand troops of his own, one half 
of which was cavalry. With this formi- 
dable army, ‘and twenty pieces of cannon, 
he ‘fuddenly furrounded the Englifh, unpre- 
pared and unable to refift him. Colonel 
Braithwaite, on the approach of Tippoo, 
endeavoured to march off to Tanjore, or 
fome other place of fafety. Superior num- 
bers on the fide of the enemy rendered this 
impoffible, and brought on an action, which 
was continued from the 16th to the 18th 
day of February. For the {pace of twenty- 
fix hours, an unremitted fire of cannon and 
imall arins was fupported on both fides. 
The Engiifh, commander, attacked in every 
quarter, that he might prefent a front every 
way to the enemy, threw his detachment 
into an hollow fquare, with his field-pieces 
ariter{perfed in its faces, and his fmall body 
of cavalry in the centre. The Colonel, 
though woundcd and bleeding, would not 
withdraw from the fcene of aétion for a 
moment: but encouraged the efforts of his 

an intrepid 
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intrepid little army, by looks, voice, and 7%2. 
action, A violent cannonade on all fides 
was expected to make a breach in our lines, 
in fome quarter of the {quare in which our 
troops were formed or other. « Tippee 
watched every appearance that might en: 
courage an irruption of his cavalry, and 
wherever he judged that his fire arms had 
‘made an impreffion, he led them on by ex+ 
amples, by promifes, by threats, by ftripes, 
and fugitives flain with his own hands.— 
They advanced repeatcdly to the charge, 
but were as often repelled by fhowers of 
grape-fhot, and that of mufketry. The 
moment they were driven back, the Britifh 
cavalry rufhing forwards from the centre 
of the fquare, through openings made by 
our well-difciplined troops for that purpofe, 
purfued them with heavyand unrefifted exe- 
cution toa proper diftance, and then return- 
ed to their proper ftations. But, at latt, 
when great unmbers of our men had fallen, 
and thofe who remained were worn down 
with wounds and fatigue, Monfieur Lally, 
at the head of his four hundred Europeans, 
with fixed bayonets, fupported by feveral 
battalions 
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£78¢. battalions of infantry, and flanked’ by protli« 
gious numbers of cavalry, marched with 
fteady refolution to attack that fide of the 
{quare which had been moft expofed, and 
faffered moft in the ation. Our exhaufted 
Sepoys, unable to repulfe the onfet of fuch 
#.body of Europeans coming frefh into ac- 
tion, daring from the vaft army that fup- 
ported them, and confident of fuccefs, were 
inftantly thrown into confufion. The ene- 
my’s cavalry rufhed in amongftour diforder- 
ed troops. A dreadful carnage enfued ; nor 
would one have remained of this unfortunate 
bedy of men to report the fate of his friends, 
if tho humanity of an European officer had 
not been oppofed to the barbarous fury of 
Afiatic conquerors. Monfieur Lally loft 
not a moment in putting a ftop to the ef- 
fufion of blood. The French troops readily 
ebeyed his orders. But it was not till the 
fword of the Commander was dyed with 
the blood of frve individuals, among his na 
tive troops, that they ceafed to indulge their 
fayage fury. 


It 
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It is remarkable, that notwithftanding 1782. 
the length of this engagement, and the 
flaughter that followed, of upwards of 
twenty officers, one only was killed, and 
only eleven wounded. Tuppoo Saib treated 
his prifoners, efpecially the officers and the 
wounded men, with great humanity: not 
was aught omitted, within the compafs of 
his power, that might alleviate their dif-. 
treffes. But a particular account of all thefe 
things is added in the fequel of thefe Military 
Memoirs. 


The efforts of the Governor-General 
and Council, and the perfonal exertions 
of Sir Eyre Coote, ftemmed the torrent 
of invafion: but, without new channels 
for its reception, were unable to divert 
it. Hyder-Ally, notwithftanding that in 
every encounter our main army kept the 
field, and marched and countermarched 
whitherfoever the relief of the diftreffed or 
the hope of advantage and decifive engage- 
ment called them, by the poffeffion of 
many ftrong holds, and the devaftation of 
the open country, had eftablithed himfelf fo 

firmly 
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1781. firmly in. the Carnatic, that every egérties: 
of-our part, to drive him out from, that 
quarter, was evidently beyond our ftreagth 
and impracticable, To attack Hyder’s do-+ 
minions from the coaft of Malabar, which 
had before been a collaterel, became, now} 
a primary object’ of political confideration: 
for this was the only meafure that could de- 
liver.our poffeffions on the Coromandel cogtt 
from their dangerous irfyader. 


What was now confirmed by experience, the 
fagacity of government had fufpected. The 
firft idea, accordingly, which occurred to the 
Governor-General, after fending a fupply of 
men and treafure to Madras, was, to make 
a diverfion in favour of our operations on 
the eaftern, by an attack on Hyder on the 
weftern coaft of the peninfula of Hindoftan. 
But this was infeparably connected with an-.- 
other object: peace with the Marrattas.— 
For this purpofe, propofals for an accom- 
meodation with that nation, were tranf- 
mitted, in October, 1786, to the admini- 
{tration of Poonah, in which we offered to 
relinquifh every conqueft, excepting Am-~ 

medabad 
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medabed and Gualior, the firft of which 1781. 
had been guarantied to Futty Sing, and the 
fecond to the Ranah of Gohud, upon con- 
ditions that the Marrattas fhould unite with 
us in an offenfive alliance againft Hyder- 
Ally, of whofe pofleffons a conqueft was 
to be made, and equal divifion. Some fti- 
-pulations, fufficiently favourable, were pro- 
pofed refpecting Roganaut-Row. The Ra- 
jah of Berar’s offer of mediation and gna- 
rantee on this occafion was accepted, him- 
{elf permitted to become a party, and the 
treaty of courfe tranfmitted to him through 
the Marratta minifter. 


It was ftipulated, among the preliminary 
articles of peace, fent at this time to Poo- 
nah, that the Commander in Chief of the 
Englifh army fhould immediately fufpend 
all hoftilities and military operations againft 
the Marrattas, whenever he fhould receive 
a requifition to that effect from the Paifhwa; 
and that fimilar orders fhould be given, on 
his part, to the officer commanding the 
Marratta armies. Copies of the provofed 
treaty were fent to the Scle€&t Committee of 

Vou. I. Q. Bombay, 


242 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


1781. Bombay, and to General Goddard. To the. 


General formal orders were alfo fent for a 
ceflation of arms whenever the Marratta 
minifter fhould require it : but, until a fuf- 
penfion of hoftilities fhould be required, he 
was directed to profecute the war with the 
utmott vigour. 


Three months having elapfed from the 
date of the treaty, and no notification re- 
ceived from the Paifhwa, either of its arri- 
val, or of any refolution to which he had 
come after taking it into confideration, our 
military operations were continued with un- 
remitted ardour, and, in the middle of Ja- 
nuary, 1781, the whole of the army afiem- 
bled at Vifrabuy, a place about twenty 
miles inland from Baficin, which is ac- 
counted among the Hindoos a place of great 
fanctity, and alfo held in high reputation for 
its hot-wells, which are {aid to have great 
medicinal virtues. From this poft it was 
determined to advance to Puonah, the feat 
of the Marratta Government. 


There 
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* There is a chain of high hills, rifing al~ 1781. 
moft perpendicularly from the plains below, 
which extends itfelf from north to fouth, 
along the Malabar coaft, from Guzzarat to 
to Cape Comorin, though indenting the 
land at different diftances from the ocean. 
Between the Gauts or Pafies that lead 
through this range of mountains into the 
country of the Marrattas to the eaft, which - 
from its great elevation is ftiled the Bala 
Gaut, and bounded by the fea, on the weft 
lies a tract of country of confiderable extent, 
called the Concan. In this country, and 
at the foot of the hills and Gauts that form 
its eaftern boundary, there was a Marratta 
army, confifting of at leaft twenty thoufand 
horfe and foot, with about’ fifteen pieces 
of artillery. Thefe were pofted on the road 
to Bore Gaut, one of the moft eafy and 
practicable paffes, and where the enemy ex- 
pected that we meant to make our afcent 
into their country, as it had been made 
choice of for the fame end by the government 
of Bombay on a former occafion, and was 
in fact the neareft, and moft convenient route 
to the Marratta ‘capital, which is not at a 


Q2. . greater 
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1781. greater diftance from this pafs than five and 


forty miles. --, The Marrattas, notwithftand- 
ing their numbers, oppofed not any thing te 
the progrefs of our troops, excepting a few 


‘Gight fkirmithes, in which they always fuf- 


fered defeat and difadvantage. But when 
our troops reached Campoley, on the 8th of 
February, at the entrance of the Bore Gaut, 
they were informed that the enemy had 
previoufly afcended this pafs, and that there 
was reafon to apprehend that they had come 
toa refolution of difputing it obftinately. 
Certain intelligence was brought, that about 
forty thoufand infantry, with a fuitable train 
of artillery, had taken poft at the top of it, 
and that the whole Marratta army, lately re- 
inforced by fifteen thoufand men under Hol- 
kar, and about half that number under an- 
other chief called Roganaut Pundit, was 
encamped at no great diftance, 


General Goddard, confidering that dday 
would not only increafe the confidence of 
the enemy but afford them an oportunity of 
confiruing new works, which would ren- 
der the pals every day more difficult and 


hazardous, 
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hazardous, refolved to feize it that very 1781. 


night by ftorm. The grenadiers, under the 
command of Colonel Parker, entered into 
the foot of the Pafs at midnight, and by 
fteep and rugged paths, through narrow ‘and 
winding defiles, afcended to its very {ummit, 
drove them from Condolah, and thus com- 
pletely fubdued all that could now obftruct 
their progrefs to the place of their deftina- 
tion. The terrour of the enemy, at the near 
approach of our army to their capital, was 
fo great, that they entirely burnt and de- 
ftroyed Tullicanoon, a very confiderable 
town, about half way, and had actually 
made every preparation for fetting fire to 
Poonah, by filling the houfes with ftraw, 
and removing the inhabjtants with their ¢f- 
fects to the neighbourhood of Setterah. 
This circumftance being known, with 
many other confiderations, prevented our 
army from advancing to the capital, and 
confined the remaining operations of the 
campaien to a defence’ of the conquefts al- 
ready made. As our whole force -did not 
exceed fix thoufahd men, while that of the 


Q3 enemy 
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1781. enémy was stot lefs than eight times that 


number, it was impoffible to make any di- 
vifion of their force, or even to leavea de- 
tachment fufficiently ftrong to defend the 
poft at Bore Caut, if they fhould advance 
beyond it : unaffifted by cavalry, they could 
not hope to command provifions, or even to 
procure forage, in a country defolated and 
ruined: and this circumftaace would have 
obliged them to carry along with them a 
‘very ample fupply of grain, which, of courfe, 
would have greatly encumbered and endan- 
gered their march. 


It is further to be obferved, that an inva- 
fion of the Deccan, where there was not 
any hope of their beiig joined by any party 

‘of the Marratta ftate, promifed not any event 
that could materially infiuence the ftateof the 
war, and furlefsdecideits termination. With- 
out any determinate object to be attained, 
or the hope of a revolution to encourage 
their continuance, for any length of time, 
in the country, all that they’would have ac- 
quired, would have been the empty glory of 
poffefling for a few days, the Marratta capi- 

tal, 
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tal, in effecting a retreat from which they 1781. 


muft have incurred the moft imminent dan- 


gors. 


It had uniformly been the decided opinion 
of the Governor-General and Council of 
Bengal, that nothing but a vigorous profe- 
cution of the war againft the Marrattas 
could bring either that, or the general war 
in which we were engaged in India, to an 
honourable iffue. Yet, in repeated letters 
from the coaft of Coromandel, the moft 
pointed and urgent reprefentations were 
continually made of the neccflity of mak- 
ing a powerful diverfion im favour of our 
army in the Carnatic. , In thefe letters the 
difadvantages which that meafure would re- 
lieve, and the farther loffes which’ it would 
obviate, were painted in lively and alarming 
colours, without any confideration of the 
actual ftate of Bombay, or of the certain ruin 
with which that Prefidency, if the force 
neceflary for its fecurity fhould be detach- 


ed on a remote and feperate fervice, would be’ 


menaced by the Marrattas, 
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In thefe embarafling circumftanges, the 
Government of Bombay, in concert with, 
General Goddard, ftrained every nerve tp 
afford relief to that of Madras, without 
leaving themfelves entirely defencelefs.— 
But the utmoft exertion that could be made 
on the weftern fide of India, at a time when 
they were engaged j in a war with the whole 
Marratta empire, was, to relieve the Ma- 
dras troopsat Tellicherry, by an equal pro- 
portion from Bombay, and to fend the former 
round to the coaft of Coromandel. Gene- 
ral Goddard, in order ta carry this expedient 
into execution, defcended the Bore Gaut, 
and marched towards the fea coaft. This 
movement was concerted with fuch fecrecy 
and fkill, that the whole of the artijllexy 
and heavy ftores reached the foot of the pafs 
in fafety, and without the {malleft interrup- 
tion from the enemy, who were aftonifhed, 
on the morning of the 18th April, to find, 
that our poft at Condolah had been deferted 
during the preceding night. 


The country through which the army 
was to pafs, in their march to the {¢a-coatt, 
was 
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was well calculated to refift any impreffion 1781. 


from horfe, being exceedingly full of thick 
bufhes and juhgles, with broken ground and 
narrow defiles, where it would be impoffi- 


ble, except in a very few places, for cavalry 


to avin a body. Yet was not this {trong 


ground the lefs dangerous to our troops.—_ 
Fhey were fecured by difcipline, valour, 


and confidence arifing from invariable fuc- 
cefs againft the moft furious charge that 
could be made by Marratta horfe: but they 
were expofed to the attacks of infantry, that 
might be lodged, in feparate parties, in hol- 
low ways, behind rocks and bufhes, and in 
other places of concealment. ° 


It was accordingly this very mode of at- 
tack that was adopted by the enemy, who, 
to the number of fifty thoufand men, ten 
thoufand of which were infantry, and moft- 


ly Scindies and Arabs, the braveft troops — 


unacquainted with Euroropean difcipline in 
Hindoftan, fell down into the Concan, un- 
der the command of their principal chiefs, 
Hurry Punt, Furkea, Burifs Rambow, and 


Tuckajee Holkar. The diftance from the 


fea 
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2785. fea to the foot of the Gauts was about twen~ 


ty-four miles, and during the whole march 
of the Engtith army, which jafted three 
days, the enemy exerted their utmoft efforts 
to harafs and annoy their liné, without any 
other effect than killing and wounding a 
few of their camp-followers and private 
foldiers. But, while they were unable 
to obtain the {malleft advantage over our 
troops, or even to feize any part of the great 
quantity ef neceffary ftores that attended 
them, the number that fell, during a con- 
fli@ that continued for three days, by the 
well-directed fire of our men, on their part, 
was very confiderable. 


In this action, the laft of any confe- 
quence that took place between the Mar-. 
rattas and the. Englifh, Colonel Parker, 
the fecond in command, gallantly loft his 
life. 

Y 

While the army were difpofed in winter 
quarters, General Goddard, notwithftandin g 
the tempeftuous weather, which renders the 

navigation 


~ 


on the coaft of Malabar, dependant on 
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navigation on the coaft of Malabar, at that 2781< 


feafon, extremely dangerous and almoft im- 
practicable, failed for Surat, where he arrived 
oh the fecond of Auguft. Soon after his 
arrival, he effected an interview with Futty 
Sing and obtained from that chief a body of 
five thoufand horfe for the fervice of the en- 
{uing campaign, which exceeded by two 
thoufand the number he was obliged to 
furnifh by treaty. This important object 


being accomplifhed, and fuch military ar- . 


rangements being made as were not only ne- 
ceflary for the proteGtion of Guzzarat, but 
for co-operating with the Benzal detachment 
ftationed on the northern confines of Mal- 
va, the General returned to Bombay. 


- Immediately after ‘the return of the 


_enemy from the Gauts, the greater part of 


the Madras detachment, relieved by troops 
from Bombay, agreeably to the refolution 
above mentioned, was fent round from 


‘ Tellicherry to the coaft of Coromandel. 


Tellicherry isa valuable fettlement up- 


the 
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a78r. the PreGidency.of: Bombay.:. It has.a:goad 
road: for: Ahipping ;. vand..shere the:.coafting: 
veflels.’ between. ‘Bombay. -and. the coadt :.of 
Coremandel.are {upplied with refrefhments:: 
A. beifk) commerea has been! carried on-at 
this place; particularky.in the pepper trade, 
ever fince. the. firft .difeovery.. ef India by 
Europeans: After the capture of Mahe¢from 
the, French, it. was garrifoned by the Ma- 
dras-detachment, who defended it againft the . 
attacks of. the Nairs;: ceed to — 
Ally. [ere bea a) ae 








_ On the oth of May 1781, Major Wil 
liam. Abington arrived.at Tellicherry, with a 
relief to the Garrifon, confifting of a detach~° 
ment.of artillery, one company of infantry, 
and the roth and rith battalions. of Sepoys. : 
After landing his troops, which.-were imme. : 
diately fent to,relieve the Madras. Europeans - 

and Sepoys in various parts of the lines, . his . 

firft care was to vifit and in{pect the fortifica- . 
dons. . Thefe were. of great extent, reach-: 
ing. from Moylan to Codoley and nearly: fve:. 
miles. ia: ene a had: of late . 
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been much neglected, on a fuppofition that 1781. 
the fettlement was to have been withdrawn, 
and, in many phaces, they exhibited the ap- 
pearance of deformed and defencelefs ruins. 
Thefe circumftances, ‘joined to the fituation 
of the enemy, fuggefted to the Major the 
idea of making an attack, inftead of purfuing 
defenfive operations ; -but that. defign not 
being approved of by the Madras comman- 
der, was dropt. On the 15th, Major Cot- 
grave-embarked with the Madras troops, and 
left the garrifon to the charge of Major 
Abington. 


_A truft of fuch difficulty was not to be 
difcharged fuccefsfully by common genius, 
nor confined experience in the art of war. 
Lines of vaft extent, and ruinous condi- 
tion, were to be repaired and defended: by 2 
{mall number of troops; while they were ' 
continually aflaulted by an enormous army 
of fubtle, -fierce, and obftinate barbarians, 
The reparation of the works became the 
grand object of the Major’s attention, and fo 
conftantly and affiduoufly were the engt- 
neers employed, that in a few days a {mall 

battery 
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5781. battery was opened with confiderable effect, 


The moft judicious orders were, at the fame 
time, iffued to the outpofts and centinels, to 
prevent the danger of a fudden attack. 


- A hircarrah fent out in queft of intelli- 
gence, returned with an account, that the 
enemy’s force altogether exceeded not 
twelve thoufand; that Surdar Cawn, their 
leader, had lately received fome letters re- 
{pecting Hyder-Ally, which feemed to affect 
his {pirits ; but that, notwithftanding his 
vifible dejeCtion, he ftill continued to affure 
his officers and men of his fixt intention 
never to quit the place till he had taken 
Tellichérry. ‘Two days after, accounts ar- 
rived of this formidable chief’s being killed 
by a cannon fhot, as he was reconnoitering 
the lines. 


The fortifications ftill continued to be 


repaired, improved, and extended; not, 


however, without frequent interruption and 
annoyance from the enemy. The fyftem 
of defence was not embraced by Major 
Abington from choice, but neceffity. He 

might, 
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might, indeed, have made fallies, and dif- 1781. 
lodged the enemy from fome of their pofts; 

but he faw the abfurdity of taking pofts 
which he wanted troops to defend, while 

he could not {pare a fingle man from duty 

to adi asareferve. For three whole months 

the lines remained unbroken, the enemy 

were detected and counteracted in every 
ftratagem, and in every attack repulfed with 

lofs. . 

Early in the morning of the 24th of Au- 
guft, they made a vigorous affault upon the, 
lines between Wood’s poft and the Green 
Redoubt, and, owing to the negligence of 
the auxiliaries, about three hundred rufhked 
within our out-works. ‘The Moplas gave 
way at firft, but, obferving that the Sepoys 
preferved their wonted {pirit and bravery, 
they fuffered themfelves to be rallied, and re- 
turning to the attack, made dreadful havock 
among the affailants. Twenty of them 
were killed within the lines, above fixty 
lay between the ditch and abattie, and great , 
numbers all along the field. Had the morn- 
ing been clear, their lofs muit have been 

far 
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4781. far more confiderable, On the part of the 


garrifon, the lofs was only five wounded. . 


On the 6th of the following month, an- 
other attempt was made, by three parties of a 
thoufand each, at different places. They ad- 
vanced under cover of a very thick fog, got 
in by one of the pofts defended by the irre- 
gulars, and took poftat Wood’s Redoubt with 
two ftand of colours. They were very foon 
diflodged by the Sepoys, fixteen being killed 
on the platform and the rock below, and 
above thirty driven into the fea. Indeed 
their lofs was not exaétly known, the fame 
fog which favoured their approach enabling 
them to carry off their dead unobferved. 


Notwithftanding thefe fucceffes, the fitu- 
ation of Major Abington and his garrifon 
was very diftrefsful. His difpatches which 
he had fent to Bombay, requefting fupplies 
of men and military ftores, had been loft at 
fea. A heavy and almoft continual canno- 
nade from the befiegers, together with ex- 
ceffive fatigue, daily leflened the number of 
his effective men, and thofe that remained 

were 
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‘Were haraffed with the double duty of {ol- 1781. 


diers und labourers. For the enemy had 
run feveral mines within a yard of the works, 
and fome even under the lines and counter- 
{carp of the ditch at Fort Moylan, to dif- 
cover and deftroy which, required unceafing 


toil. ‘The engirieers were indeed very fuc- 


cefsful in counteracting thefe fubterraneous 
approaches, and thereby fo difconcerted the 
befiegers, that, concluding their meafures to 
be betrayed by their Captain of Pioneers, 
they cut off his nofe and ears *: but ‘fuch 


advantages were frequently rendered imper-' 


fect and abortive by the fcarcity of ammu-- 
nition. The report of Surdar Cawn’s death, 
too, was difcovered to be falfe. He had 
been wounded, but was recovered, and had 
again taken the field. 


On the 13th of November, in tlie even= 
ing, a Niar entered at Fort Moylan, with 
two human heads in a bafket, in fuch a ftate 
of putridity as not to be approached. They 


* A barbarous and flocking punifhment, of ancient 
fianding in the eaft, as appears from the aTair of Zopirus. 


Vou, I. R belonged, 
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7 2. belonged, . .he faid, to the Zamoria and 


his minifter; and he gave this account 
of the lamentable fate.of that unfortunate 
prince. About twelve days before, he had 
left his brothers at Toonr, to go to-~Manje- 
reg,,a village fituated five leagues above Ca~ 
licut, defigning to colle& his fhare of the 
harveft; a practice: which, though not pub- 
licly authorized by Hyder’s government, 
aad for fame years been connived at; but 
always difputed by the people, particularly 
the Moplas. The prince brought with him 
only an hundred of his own Niars, but, in 
his. way to Manjeree, he was joined by feveral 
more, for the fake of plunder. A number 
af thefe had {words and targets, fome had 
lances, and others mufkets ; but all were ill 
provided of ammunition, not having more 
than two or three rounds each. ‘They ar- 
rived at Mangeree and collected fame grain. 
In the mean time, about eight hundred 
Moplas fecretly aflembled, and in the night, 
furrounding the place where the Prince and 
his party lay, furprized them the next 
morning in fuch confufion, that few had 
time to make any refiftance. Every one 

confult- 
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tonfulting his own fafety, the Prince was 178% 


foon defertéd by all his people; and, think- 
ing to coriteal himfelf from the Moplas till 
4n opportunity offéred of making his efcape, 
he jumped into a deep pit overgrown with 
bufhes. Of the prince’s party, twenty, 
with his minifter were killed, and three ta- 
ken prifoners, of whom this Niar was one. 
Thofe who efcaped rallied, and made fome 
attempts to refcue the prince, or carry off 
his body if he fhould be killed; but they were 
repulfed by the Moplas, who, after a long 
and fruitlefs fearch, threatened to kill their 
prifoners, unlefs they difcovered the retreat of 
their mafter. One of them, hoping to fave 
his own life, betrayed that of his prince, by 
pointing to the place where he was con-~ 


cealed. 


The Moplas immediately fhot him dead, 
dragged up his body, and having cat off 
his head, obliged the prifoners to carry it, 
together with that of his minifter, to Cali- 
cut, from whence they were fent to Sardar 
Cawn. At this piteous fpettacle, the fa- 
vage chief was greatly pleafed; but, to avoid 

' R 2 the 
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1782) the efluyia,heordesed them to be placed at 
a diftance from, him, and the prifaners ta be 
unbound and releafed, The Cawn having 
{ogh after retired into his tent, and his guards 
being difperfed, i¢ appeared. not impoffible 
to the faithful Niar to fave his mafter’s head 
from fuffering greater indignities, and fecure 
it a burial; he therefore watched his op- 
portunity, took up the bafket, and made 
his efcape into the lines of Tellicherry. 


The warm reception which thé enemy 
had found in repeated attempts to ftorm the 
lines, had given them a difguft at that mode 
of attack, and they now confined themfelves 
to diftant cannonading, difcharges of muf- 
ketry, and running of mines in varigus di- 
se€tions, ‘This laft, by the great number 
of their working people, they were enabled 
to purfue with eafe and expedition; fo that, 

in fpit: of all the vigHance and affiduity 
of the garijfon, fiequent and formidahle 
breaches were made in the lines ; but to 
fhefe the Sepoys of the enemy aka never 
advance, though urged on by threats, ftrines, 
eye wounds. | : 4 

In 
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In the midft of thefe efforts of gallant 1482: 


perfeverance’ a lettet arrived from the Gover- 
nor and Selett ‘Committee of Bombty, de- 
claring their uttér inability’ to make any fur- 
ther provifion for the maintainance of Pel 
Echerry, and their reluGtant purpofe of with- 
drawing from the pldce}"pointing ott, like- 
wife, what appeared to them the fafeft me- 
thod of retreat, and the probable affiftance 
which might be expected from the royal 
{quadron. Inftead of executing, inftead even 
of publifhing this abfurd and cruel plan, 
Major Abington carefully concealed it, to- 
gether with his own emotions of difguft and 
anxiety. Preferving ftill the appearance of 
fecurity and intrepidity, he fhewed the im- 
poffibility of performing their orders, with- 
out the moft ruinous confequences. By 
arguments flowing from a benevolent heart, 
as well as a paffion for military glory,’ he 
pointed out the miferies that muft await the 
abandoned fettlement, and the improbability 
of even efcape to the troops. Allnuding, 
probably, to the difafters of other places in 
fimilar fituations, he declard himfelf un- 
equal to the tafk of delivering brave meh 
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47 81. up to famine or poifon ; and patheticalfy’ in- 


treated to be releafed froma command, which 
expofed his honour to ruin, and his name to 
execration. He informed them, at the fame 
time, that if he could be fupplied with a 
fmall reinforcement of troops and warlike 
{tores, he would anfwer for the fafety of the 
place, and of the furrounding country. 


His remonftrance had the defired effet. 

A packet foon arrived exprefs from Bom- 
bay, with intelligence of the Committee’s 
refolution of fending a force, confifting of 
two battalions of Sepoys and forty artillery, 
with four fix-pounders, for the rclief of the 
fettlement, EjJated by the profpect of fuch 
aid, the Major neglected no means of im- 
proving it, While he continued fuccefs- 
fully his defenfive operations, he formed an 
admirable plan for a grand fally and attack 
on Surdar Cawn’s camp; and difpatched 
proper inftructions to the neighbouring po- 
tentates, in alliance with the Company, for 
regulating their co-operations, Of thefe, 
the King of Cotiote was chief, who, during 
the fiege, had conftantly fignified his friendly 
intentions, 
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intentions. The Kings of Zamorin_and ~~ 


Travancore were alfo addreffed : but none of 
thefe took any active part in raifing the 
fiege. 


The reinforcements being all arrived, and 
every proper difpofition made for the fally 
and attack, on the 8th of January, 1782, 
the army marched out of the line. The 
clock ftriking twelve in the fort, was the 
fignal for getting under arms, and at one the 
march was begunin profound filence, nodium 
beating, nor other warning given. After 
pafling a deep morafs, and efvajia,, the no~ 
tice -of two of the enemy’s pirquets, the 
army, about five o’clock, reached the new 
road leading to Putney Hill battery, and the 
grand camp. The front divifion had or- 
ders to attack the former, while the main 
body advanced to the latter: a manceuvre 
that divided the force of the enemy. Juft 
at the dawn of day, the enemy’s centinels 
challenged the advanced party. They were 
anfwered only by the bayonet. The alarm, 
however, very foon took place, but not be- 
fore the affailants had reached the battery, 

R 4 where, 
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where, hyitheir nithing impetucuffy an, the 
placa waa‘ cacried.ih-an infant, and the con~ 
quériae ocloursdifplayed'in triumph. After 
haying formed the line, the~main body ra~ 
pidly advanced to the camp, and the enemy 
immediately fled“in the utmoft confufion, 
making feveral attempts to rally and form, 
which the inapetuofity of the attack ren- 
dered ineffectual. They were purfued as 
far as Curchce, where Surdar Cawn, being 
wounded in the leg by a mufquet ball, had 
taken fhelter in a fortified houfe, fcoopedout 
of a folid rock, with a party of his beft 
troops. This poft he defended for near 
two hours, when, fire being communicated 


" to it, the remains of his people endeavoured. 


to cicape through the flames, but were 
moftly killed or taken. After the flames 
had. abated,, Surdar Cawn with his family 
were brought out from the mins, and fent 
to Tellicherry. , , 

tod, 7 

-¥p the courfe of that day and the next: 
foliaywing, all the enemy’s pafts {yreendered 
in- fucqgflion, , The poffeflions of the vies. 
tors now extended as far: as Ajar to. the, 


te north, 
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north, -and' Inilanda t# the fouth. - Of 1732, 
fpoils they collected altogether one tleitfand: 
two hundred: French firelocks, four brafs 
field-pieces, from fifty to fixty iron guns-of 
various calibres, thirteeri elephants, horfes, 
&c. and a great quantity of powder, thot,’ 
fhells, and other ftores. Their lof$ exeeed- 
ed not nine killed, and forty-nine wounded; 
while of the enemy five hundred were kill- 
ed and drowned in Maheé river, a vaft 
number wounded, and one thoufand five 
hundred, including many of their principal 
officers, fent prifoners to Tellicherry. 


Fhe wound of Surdar Cawn was in his 
ankle. When taken, he expected imme- 
diate death, enquired why it was delayed, 
and regarded the humanity of the Englifh 
in -{paring him with aftonifhment. He 
defired::to have his wives and children re- 
ftored, which was done. He died ‘foon 
after, of grief and agony of mind, rather 
than any confequence of his' wound, de- 
firing ws the laft favour that his family 
might-be fent to Seringapatam. His re~ 
queit was pundually performed. — 

Major 
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1752. Major. Apimgian’s. ‘views were now turaed 


towards the fettlement and fecurity of, bis 
conquefis. Remaining encamped qn the 
field of victory, his firft care was to rein- 
ftate the feveral kings and.princes, who had 
been foeced, .by the cruelties of Surdar 
Cawn,: to conceal themfelves and their 
familics in. woods and {wamps, for near 


’ three years. The only prince on the Ma- 


Iabar coaft who had efcaped oppreffion and 
violence was the King of ‘Travancore. 
His means of defence were extraordinary 
and romantic. Around his capital, and 
chief province, he fuffered the woods ta 
grow for a number of years, till they 
formed an impenetrable belt of great 
depth. This, cut into labyrinths, afforded 
ealy egrefa to his people, and rendered all 
attacks from without impracticable. Im- 
mured within this matural fortification, he 
encouraged the cultivation of the arts and 
fciences ; he invited the approach of men of 
genius and knowledge; he cultivated the 
friendthip.of the Bramins, and was himielf 
admitted into their fociety, by the ceremony 
of pafling through a golden cow, which be- 


came 
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came the property of the Brgmins, the cow 1773. 


being facred-in India, as formerly in Egypt; 
and by preparing his own military ftores, 
cafting cannon, making gun-powder, é&c. 
he rendered himfelf independent of foreign 
aid. The fubjeéts of his remoter provinces, 
who, to avoid the ravages of war, had taken 
refuge within the woody circle, now return- 
ed with their families and effects, to their 
former habitations, 


The kings of Cotiote and.Cartinad, with 
the Nambiers of Invanard, were, on vari- 
ous conditions, reftored to their fovereignties 
and pofieffions, To have feized on thofe 
countries, and annexed them to the other 
conquefts of the Company, would have been 
partly unjuft, and was in fact impoffible.— 
Fhe views of Major Abington, therefore, 
in reftoring them, were folid and juft; for 
they pointed te the eftablifhment of peace 
On a permanent bafis, by~conciliating the 
minds of the princes and people, and fe- 
curing thei affiftance on any fyture emer- 
gencies, 


In 


£08 


mrkhorr's'or THE ' 


syboi |: Ini fath endiiaéibris, and in demohthine 


the eneiny’s “wilks! fending off their Mterds;" 
antd pnts proper Yoarils at the forts arid 
pafles: éf ‘the’ miountdihs, - the” Major was 
erapfoyed™ till tHe’ ya UF FeBrudry; when, 
ha¥inis Yettled every thing in thé beft’man- 
net that circumftdnces’ Would’ permit) -he 
marched towards Callicut: Before that fort 
he arrived on the morning of the 12th, and 
toek poft within two hundred yards of the 
walls. Next day, he had the good fortune 
to blow up, ‘by a fhell, part of the grand 
magazint,which fo totally expofed the gar- 
rifon to'an affault, that they immediately 
farrenidered. Upwards of fixty iron guns, 
mounted, were found in the fort, with great 
quantities of military ftores: feveral {mall 
and large veffels alfo, lying in different ri- 
vers with naval ftores, fell into the hands of 


the conquerors. 


Cofonel Humberftone arriving foon after 
at Calicut, claimed the command of the 
army, 2s ‘being fenior officer to Major Ab» 
ington. 

F 
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Tha date of thele tranfatiions, with the 4732, 


inactivity of opr army, in the Carnatic, by 
which theyi,were fo materially affeGed, re- 
calls aur attention to the fituation of affairs 
on the-coaft of Coromandel, Here we are 
prefented with a more extended theatre, 
and with more complicated fyftems of mili- 
tary operation. The ocean, which, divides 
the Indian nations from Britain and France, 
unites their arms: and while fquadron af- 
ter {qguadron fiom Europe brings frefh fap- 
plies of men and warlike ftores to the au 
merous bands of Afia; fleets co-operate 
‘with armies 1n all the various attempts and 
ftrategems of war, and bring foryard,into 
various and impogfept action, the yakour, the 
abilities, and the refgurces of the twa great, 
eft nations in the world. , Co: 2 ony 
ata at - ef 

A French armament, confiftiag, of thir- 
teen fhips of the line, with a number of fri- 
gates and tranfports under the pommand: of 
that great naval officer Monfieur Suffrein, 
appeared on thegth of February off Pulicat. 
The Englith fquadron, lying in the Road of 
Madras, 


“eeDt MR MOLRS oF THE 


* Matloas;: Withee! "they had repaited; ‘ater 
thie tedvétion’ of Tiihcomilet, ford fupiply 
of fitires’dind proviftetts,“ Uobfifted énly of 
foven tive’ Hethérs'and ont final frigate: 


While! Saffiein Was Randits off" and on, 
fér the purpofe of’ proctiting ititelipence of 
the ftate of our affairs, Sir Edward“ Hughes 
was mbit fortunately joined by thtee large 
fhips' of war under the cominand of Cdim- 
srédore Almes. This critical janttion took 
pfaet-on the 12th of February, and, on the 
13th, “Morifidur Suffrem hove in fight! 'ite~> 
comibiteret Madras, und anchored 2 few 
mites té windward of: Sir Edward. Upon 
the 14th, Suffrein paffe Madras in fine of 
battle to the fouthWatd. ‘Towards the 
evening Sir Edward ‘having received on 
beard three hundred officers and meh of the 
o8th repitreht, weighed -anthor, tid ‘ftood 
after Kiin. On the rsth, the fleets’ met, 
and a partial action commenced. Night 
parted them : and in the morning, the ene- 
my’s Hifi of war, to the umber of twelve, 
of the lnc of battle, with a frigate, appéatdd 
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in view, bearing ,caft of the iHaglith fleet, 1783, 
at the diftance of four leagues, while fixteen 
fail of their frigates and. tranfports, about 
the diftance ‘of three to. the welt, ftcered 
dire@ly for Pondicherry. Our Admiral, 
on this, inftantly made the fignal: for a ge- 
neral chace to the fouth-weift, .in order, if 
poffible, to come: up with the tranfporsts.—. 
Six of the enemy’s fhips and veffels, ac- 
cordingly, fell into our hands, five.of which, 
were Englith, taken to the northward,of, 
Madras: the fixth was the Laurifton, a 
tranfport, having on board many .French 
officers, three hundred men of the regiment 
of Lanfanne, and laden with all kinds of. 
ammunition. ‘This ‘fhip, which was as; 
great an acquifition to us, as it was a lofs to: 
the enemy, was taken by Captain Lumley 
of the Ifis. The other veflels, after the, 
Frenchmen were taken out of them, wore 
fent with their own crews to Negapate 
nam. - an a 

Monfieur Suffrein, having difcovered the 
intention of Sir Edward. Hughes to chafe 


and take his tranfports, loft not a moment 
to 
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1782. to make all the fail after him that was in 


his power. By three o'clock in the after- 
noon four of his largeft and beft failing fhips. 
came within a league of the fternmoft of 
ours.' The fhips in chace, being {cattered 
by the various courfes of the fhips they 
were chafing, the Englifh Admiral made 
the fignal for them to join him, which they 
all did, about feven o’cloek in the even- 
ing of the 16th. Our fleet continued to 
ftand to the fouth-caft all that night under 
an eafy fail. In the mean time, the enemiy 
appeated ftill in fight, making many fignals, 
and with crowded fails, bearing directly on 
our {quadron through an hazy atmofphere, 
light winds, and frequent {qualls. 


At fix in the morning of the 17th, the Ad- 
miral made thefignal for our {quadron to form 
the line of battle 2a head. At twenty-five mi- 
hutes paft eight, our line being formed with 
greatdifficulty, from frequent calms, the tig- 
nal was made for the leading fhip tomakethe 
fame fail as the Admiral, and towards Kim, 
in the‘line a-head, that the fleet might, if 
pofible weather the enemy, and aigagc 
thei 
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might, if poflible, weather the enemy, and 1782. 
engage them clofely. Meanwhile, the 
French fleet, having the advantage of 
{qualls fram the N. N. E. advanced on 
our fhips very faft: fo that the Admiral 
made the fignal for our line to alter their 
courfe two points to leeward, the enemy 
then ftee1ing down on the rear of our line, 
in an irregular double line a-breaft. Sir 
Edward Hughes, in order to draw the rear 
of his line clofei to the centre, and to pre- 
vent the enemy fiom breaking in, and at- 
tacking it when feparated, at half paft noon, 
made the fignal for our fquadron to form 
the line of battle a-breaft. At three in the 
afternoon, the enemy ftill pufhing onward 
to our rear in a double line a-breaft, the 
Admiral again altered his courfe in the line, 
in order to draw his rear. {hips full clofer to 
the centre; and, at forty minutes after 
three, finding it impoflible to avoid the ene- 
my’s attack under all the difadvantages of 
very little wind and a leeward ftation, he 
made the fignal to form at once into the 
line of battle a-head. At four the Exeter, 
the fternmoft thip in our rear, when formed 
Vout. I, S in 
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1782. in line of battle a-head on the larbord tack, 


not being quite clofed to her fecond a-head, 
three of the enemy’s fhips in the firft line 
bore right down upon her, whilft four 
more of their fecond line, headed by Mon- 
fieur Suffrem himfelf in the Hero, moved 
along the outfide of the firft line to our 
centre. Ai five minutes paft four, the ene- 
my’s three fhips began their fire on the Exe- 
ter, which fhe and her fecond a-head re- 
turned. 


The Englifh Admiral now made the fig- 
nal for battle. About twelve minutes paft 
four the action became general from the rear 
of our fleet to the centre, which was formed 
by Sir Edward Hughes, on board the Su- 
perbe. The French Admiral, with the 
other fhips of his fecond line, advanced as 
far as the Superbe, but no farther. Thus 
eight of the enemy’s beft fhips were en- 
gaged in an attack on five of ours. Suf- 
frein adopted this plan of action in confe- 
quenceof the difadvantageous fituation of our 
fleet, the van of which, confifting of the 
Monmouth, Eagle, Burford, and Worcef- 
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ter, could neither ,be brought into the en- 1782, 


gagement without tacking on the enemy, 
nor tack om the enemy for want of wind. 
And, as cur van was thus prevented from 
clofing with our centre and rear, fo the five 
fhips of our centre and rear, then engaged 
with the enemy, forely preffed, and greatly 
difabled in their matts, yards, fails, and 
rigging, ‘could not follow the other four, 
without the utmoft hazard of entire {epara- 
tion. But, at fix in the afternoon, a fquall 
of wind from the fouth-eaft brought the van 
of our line round, and a-head on the ene- 
my to the north-eaft, when the engage- 
ment was renewed by the ftarboard guns 
of our other five fhips, with great fpirit and 
alacrity. The approach of night parted 
the two fleets: the French hauled their 
wind and ftood to north-eaft: the Englifh 
failed with a favourable wind for Trincoma- 
leé to repair the damages fuftained in this 
hot engagement. 


In this a@ion, Monfieur Suffrein difplay- 
ed equal fkill and gallantry, and Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes {uftained with fingular bravery 
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4782. and addrefs the difadvantages under which 


he laboured in a leeward pofition with re- 
gard to the enemy, and inferiority of force 
anid number. The French fleet directed 
their fire principally againft the Superbe and 
Exeter, both of which fhips fuffered great- 
ly. Captain Reynold’s of the Exeter was 
killed, and Captain’Stevens of the Superbe 
died of his wounds. 


The French {quadron, when it left the 
iflands, was commanded by Monfieur D’Or- 
ves: but on the death of that officer, which 
happened a few days after his arrival on the 
coaft of India, the command devolved on 
Monfieur Suffrein. On their paffage from 
the iflands, they fell in with his Majefty’s 
fhip the Hannibal, which they took off the 
weft coaft of Sumatra. The Hannibal 
raifed the number of their line of battle 
fhips to twelve, againft nine under the com- 
mand of the Englifh Admiral. Monfieur 
Suffrein came to anchor in the neihbour- 
hood of Porto Novo, where, in confequence 
of thealliance between his nation and Hyder, 
he landed three thoufand four hundred men: 

the 
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the firft diyifion of that force which, under 1784. 


the command of the Marquis de Buffy, was 
intended to fubvert the Englifh power in 
India. . The fort of Cuddalorc, weakly 
garrifoned, immediately became a place of 
arms and of comfort to the French troops. 
Sir Edward Hughes, having effected the ne- 
ceflary repairs, failed from Trincomaleé on 
the 4th of March, and on the 12th arrived 
at Madras. 


Towards the end of March intelligence 
arrived that Monfieur Suffrein had fuddenly 
flipped from Porto Novo, and put to fea.— 
He had learned from a foreign veffel that 
an Englifh fleet was upon the coaift, and it 
became, of courfe, his obje& to intercept 
it. But Sir Edward Hughes immediately 
got under way, and in fight of the flag-flaff 
of Fort St. George fell in with the fleet of 
which the French Admiral was in purfuit, 
confifting of feven Indiamen, with the 78th 
regiment on board, eight hundred brave 
Highlanders, under convoy of two line of 
battle fhips, the Magnanime and the Sul- 
tan. He ordered the men of war te join 

S 3 him, 
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1782. him, recruited himfelf from the merchant 


fhips, and ftood direétly for Trincomalee, 


there to land a reinforcement, and military 


ftores for the garrifon. Sir Edward pru- 
dently ftudied to decline an engagement, till 
he fhould land the troops and ftores he car- 
ried to Trincomaleé. It was the bufinefs 
of Suffrein, on the other hand, to coust an 
action: he was upon an enemy’s coaft, with- 
out any harbour near, where he might fhel- 
ter and repair his fhips: and he was engaged 
in a daring enterprize, which required both 
ability and prompt execution. 


The Englifh and French admirals, pur- 
fuing their refpective views, on the 12th of 
April, braced up to the wind, which blew 
from the land on the weft. Sir Edward, 
by his fuperior feamanfhip, had gained the 
weather-gage of the encmy, and had reafon 
to look with confiderable <ffurance for the 
accomplifhment of his object, when fud- 
denly the wind changed to the eaft, leaving 
the Englifh fleet fo alarmingly clofe to the 
banks that lay near to Jaffanapatam, that 
one of the fhips actually felt the ground. 

Suffrein 
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Suffrein faw his advantage, bore down, and 1782. 


began the Battle. The number of guns, on 
both fides, was nearly equal: but the French 
flect was full of men, while the Englith was 
fhort of its compliment, and fickly. Thus 
cruelly circumitanced, did Sir Edward 
Hughes maintain an action with Monfieur 
Suffrein until it was broken off by the dark- 
nefs of the night. The nature or charaCer 
of this fea-fight may be learned from this 
circumftance, that for feven days the fleets 
lay within random-fhot, without attempt- 
ing any attack, or giving the leaft molefta- 
tion to each other. Monfieur Suffrein, who 
was enabled by the number of his hands to 
briag his fhips firft into order, after making 
a parade of offering battle, failed, for the 
purpofe of compleat repairs, to Batkalo, in 
the ifland of Ceylon. Sir Edward Hughes, 
for the fame purpofe, entered the harbour of 
Trincomale¢. 


The Englith army had now remained a 
confiderable time at the Mount: but, on 
the 17th of April, it was put in motion for 
the relief of Parmacoil. But the General, 
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1782. on his arrival at Charengooly, was informed 


that Pagmacoil had furrendered on terme, 
oniMay the 16th. On the 24th, the army 
encamped at Vandewafh. The general or- 
ders of this day, for the purpofe of confirm- 
ing the courage’ of our men, looked back 
to the victory obtained by Sir Eyre Coote 
over the unfortunate French General, Lally, 
in 1760. The camp was pitched on the 
fpot where that victory was obtained, and 
an extraordinary batta was iflued out to the 
troops. But, on the following morning, it 
was found neceffary, on account of water, 
to remove the camp to the oppofite fide of 
the fort. 


Hyder Ally lay encamped in a ftrong poft 
on the red hills, near Parmacoil, from which 
various movements of the Englifh General 
aimed to draw him, in vain. But the ma- 
gazines of Hyder being depofited in the 
ftrong fort of Arneé, Sir Eyre Coote con- 
ceived that a march tewards that place, 
might induce the enemy, for the fafety of 
his ftores, to hazard an engagement. The 
General, therefore, turning his back on 

Parmacoil, 
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Parmacoil, and leaving his laft ground fif- 1782, 


teen miles in the rear, encamped at Defore. 
A fummons was fent, on the 31ft, to the 
fort of Chittaput, to furrender to the arms 
of the Englifh: to- which the Keeladar, en- 
couraged by the nearnefs of Hyder, in terms 
of great haughtinefs, bade defiance. Our 
army, therefore, .paffed this place on the rit 
of June, and encamiped on the weft and 
fouth fide of the river, with an opening of 
three miles between them and the fortrefs of 
Arneé. Hyder, as foon as he received in- 
telligence that Sir Eyre Coote had ftruck in- 
to the road leading to Chittaput and Arneé, 
immediately marched after him, and com- 
ing over a {pace of forty-three miles in two 
days, took up his head quarters in. Chitta- 
put, on the evening of the fame day in which 
our troops fat down in the encampment 


juft defcribed. 


Although Hyder, when he has an ob- 
ject in view that requires expedition, ob- 
ferves not any order of march, and the whole 
country appears to be in motion, yet, .his 
innumerable bodies of horfe guard him 

againit 
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4782. againit ferprize,.and enable him before, fueh 
an armyias ours can ftrike any blow of im- 
portance, to form his trogps in order of bat- 
tk. It may, perhaps, at the {ime time, 
afford fome meafure of gratification to Eu- 
ropean curiofity, to be infurmed, that the 
-andifciplined troops of Afia, generally in- 
flamed with bang and other intoxicating 
drugs, pour forth as they advance, 2 tor- 

“gent of menacing and abufiye language on 
their adverfaries. Every expreffion of con- 
tempt and averfion, every threat, fitted to 
make an impreffion of terror, or to excite 
ideas of horror, that cuftom readily pre- 
ents, or inventive fancy can fuggeft, accom- 
panies the utmoit ferocity of looks, voice, 
and gefture. A murmuring found, with 
clouds of duft, announee their approach, 
while they are yet at the diftance of feveral 
-miles. As they advance, their accents are 
more and more diftinctly heard, until at laft, 
with their eyes fixed, and weapons pointed 
at fome individual, they devote him, with 
many execrations, to deftruction; giving 
his fieth, like the heroes in Homer, and 

the 
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the Philiftine warriors*, to the dogs, and 1782. 


the birds of the air, and the beafts of the 
field. ‘The mumbers of the Afiatic armies, 
‘the ferocity of their manner, and the novelty 
of their appearance, would unnerve and 
overcome the hearts of the fmall European 
bodies that are oppofed to them in the field 
of battle, if experierce had not fufficiently 
proved, how much the filence of difcipline 
excels barbarian noife, and uniformity of 
defign and action, the defultory efforts of 
brutal force, acting by ftarts, and liable to 
the contagion of accidental impreffion. 


Sir Eyre Coote, on the 2d of June, with 
his eye fixed on the treafures and the xtores 


of Arnet, began to move towards that im- ; 


portant place, before break of day. But-no 
fooner had the approach of the fun enlight- 
ened the horizon, than a heavy cannonade, 
of eighteen and twenty-four pounders, was 
opened on our rear, and fell very near it. 
Our army came twice to the right about, 
and the baggage was brought twice through 
the files before it was found poffible to afcer- 


* 1 Samuel, xvii. 44. 
fain 
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7782, tain the quarter from whencethe enemy’s fire 


proceeded. The General called a confulta- 
fion of his officers, and encouraged them to 
deliver their fentiments, concerning the pre- 
fent fituation of affairs, without referve. 
Some were of opinion that the enemy’s horfe 
would charge in fquadron: others agreed, 
in part, with this opinion, but added, that, 
after the baggage fhould be thrown into 
confufion, they would probably come round 
by a rapid wheel, and charge our troops in 
the rear. The reports that continued to be 
made from that quarter, having inconteft- 
ibly proved that it was here that the encmy 
defigned to make their principal attack, 
the General, without farther deliberation, 
brought about the line, and drew it up in 
order to receive them. But no fooner were 
our troops formed to the rear, than a divi- 
fion of the enemy, commanded by Tippoo 
Saib, moved rapidly to Arneé, carried away 
the treafure, gave orders to the Command- 
ant, and reinforced the garrifon. The enc- 


my, in the mean time, occupied all the cir- 


cumjacent grounds, and their cavalry, gal- 


loping to and fro. in every direction, har- 
‘raffled 
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raffed the Englith, who poffeffed a low fitu- 1782. 


ation, and galled them, not a little, while 
they were forming to the rear in order of 
battle. The General made fuch difpofiti- 
ons as might beft remedy the difadvantage 
of his ground ; and advancing againft the 
enemy, endeavoured to bring them to a clofe 
and decifive engagement. But, as he ad- 
vanced, Hyder fhrunk back, and left the 
Englifh in poffeffion of the fcene of action. 
The inftant our troops were ordered to re- 
linquifh the purfuit, and halt on the field 
of victory, a gun, with fome tumbrils, was 
obferved, oppofite to the 73d regiment, 
{ticking faft in the bed of the Arneé river, 
and a party of the enemy labouring to draw 
them out. The Honourable Captain Lind- 
fey, again{t pofitive orders, as well as the 
rules of war, advanced with his grenadier 
company beyund the line, chafed away the 
enemy's party, and feized the gun and tum- 
brils, the poffeffion of which, converted 
the General’s difpleafure into commenda- 
tion. When Captain Lindfey advanced, the 
other companies of his regiment followed, 
mi order to fupport him, and were drawn 


bed 


286 


MEMOIRS OF THE ; 


5782. up.in one battalion, yader that fteady yete- 


ran CaptainSham, on. the oppofite banks of 
the xiver. ‘This victory, :if.it may be called 

a.vactory,’ was obtained at the inconfider- 

able expence of .fixty Sepoys: killed and‘ 
wounded. The enemy, it' was conjeCured, 

did not lofe above half that nunaber. 


As we were unprovided with battering 
cannon, {caling ladders were made of green 
bamboos, and a fummons was fent to the 
Keeladar of Arneé to furrender: but, as 
neither the anfwer of that commander, nor 
the fituation of the fort afforded any hopes 
that it might be attacked with any proba- 
bility of fuccefs, our army, on the 6th of 
June, marched towards Madras. Having 
crofied and recrofied the courfe of the Ar- 
nec, they encamped, on the 7th, on the fame 
fide of the river from which they {fet out. 
While they lay in camp, on the eighth, 
the enemy, from a military knowledge of 
the ground, than which there is no circum-. 
ftance that is oftacr improved by a fkilful 
commander ‘imo happy projects, drew out 
our grand guard, confifting of a regiment of 


European 
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European.cavalry, mto an ambufcade, where 1781, 


they were either cnt off by an open and 
heavy fire in their front, or taken prifoners 
by a numerous party of horfe that came 
fuddenly: between the main army and their 
rear’ The Englifh General returned, on 
the gth of June, to Vandewath, where, af- 
ter a fruitlefs attempt to retaljate the lofs of 
the preceeding day, by {nares fimilar to thofe 
through which it was occafioned, proceeded 
on his march, and on the 2oth arrived at 
Madras. 


In thefe ftratagems and encounters, the 
laft in which Sir Eyre Coote and Hyder- 
Ally-Cawn were deftined to meafure their 
ftrength in the field, we behold the con- 
du& of the commanders, and the whole 
chara@er of the war The Englifh Gene-~ 
ral oppofing to numbers, artiffces, and local 
advantages, the difciplined valour of his 
little army, according to the plaineft and 
moft approved rules of war, and,’ without 
expofing his troops to too great hazards, 
conftantly endeavouring to reduce the va- 
sious movements and feints of his antage- 

"  nift 
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&782. nift to a point, where he could bear ‘upofi 


him -with his whole firength at once, and 
bring him to a clofe- and decifive adctian ; 
the Afiatic politician and warrior, avatling 
himfelf of prefent and vaft refources, elu- 
ding regular and compacted force by ftrata- 
gems the moft various and profound, and 
declining to commit to the fortune of a 
fingle day, what would be enfured by a fe 
ries of conjunctures rightly improved, by 
diftance of {pace which might deprive his 
adverfary of fupplies in the moment of exi-« 
gency, and by the very lapfe of time, which, 
transferring the arts of the refined to the 
rade, levels in its progrefs the condition of 
nations. 


Sit Eyte Coote fecure, after the toils of 
the field, in the arfenal of Fort St. George, 
had the fatisfa€tion of reflecting, that he 
had marched and countermarched, in {pite 
of all oppofition, .whitherfoever he would, 
catried relief to the diftreffed, beaten back 
the enemy in every battle, and done every 
thing but bring him to a decifive engage+ 
ment... Hyder-Ally, repofing in the for- 
is trefls 
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teefsof Arned, prefervedby his arms, rejoiced 1782, 


that he had been able to avoid a decifive 
action; that he was ftill in a condition to 
prefent a front to the foe; that the wounds 
he had given to the Englith were deeper 
than any they had inflicted on his army; and 
that, while he thus maintained his ground 
in the Carnatic, and braved with advantage 
a power deemed irrefiftible, he might rea- 
fonably hope that in proportion as the pref- 
fure of terror, which alone kept the native 
ptinces under awe and fubjection to the 
Europeans, fhould be removed, they would 
gradually be united in a determined refolu- 
tion to expel them, without exception, from 
the coafts of India. 


We muft now, take a fhort review 
of the ftate of the war on the fide of Ben- 
gal. 


When it was determined, on the motion 
of Mr. Haftings, to afford effeCtual affiftance 
in men, money, and provifions, to Madras, 
it was thought necefflary, alfo, by the Go- 
vernor-General, to break the grand and 

Vor. I. T dangerous 
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s782. dangetous konfédereey which had been 


foreied ‘ugeinf ws, and, in order -te effed 
this, be -prepufed that ax offer of recontile- 
inelit:'pén very reafénable terms, fhould 
be! rhe: to the Marrattas, through the 
Rajah'of Berar. “This offer was made, but 
vejedted; thenext fiep, therefore, wa tocom- 
pel that people to accept of peace, by mul- 
plyif the calamities of war. ° 


‘We have already faid, that Mr. Haf- 
tings -had recommended an expedition into 
Malva, the country of Madajet Seindiah’: 
a:meafure that was thwarted by the vio- 
‘lent oppofition and intriguesof Me. Francis. 
But {on after the departure of that yentle~ 
mah from India, which happened’ - to- 
wards the-clofe‘of 1786, and.Which. fhall 
By “nid by be explained, it: was deter- 
amined to- profecute- the ‘expedition to 
‘Malva with the utmoft vigour. -Lieute- 
sant-Colonel,’ then ‘Major Popham, re- 
t#tlained ‘with a parrifom in ‘Gwalior: and 
Llicutenant-Colonel Camac was ordered to 
ddvalicd, at the head of five battalions. of 
Sopdysy with the'utmoft rapidity 4o Uyein, 
aly j . Madajee 
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_Madajoe. Scindiah’s capital. This move- 1732. 
imemt was dttended wath all thof beneficial 
confequendes which Mr. Haftings had pte- 
dicted. .-feindiah, who was the General of 
tle Miarratte army, ants oppofed the, Baitith 
Génotal- Gaddard-in Guzzaret, at the head 
of fixty thoufand hotfe, Airidenly quitted the 
Marratta amp, for the defence of his owa 
country. He advanced to Seronge in the 
month of February, 1781, furrounded Co- 
lonel Gamac with large bodies of cavalry, 
amterrupted his fupplies, and reduced him to 
the greateft difttefs. In this fituation, the 
Colonéi wrote in the moft pieffing terms for 
reinforcements to Major Popham, and alfo 
to Colonel Muir and Colonel Morgan, who 
commanded our troops on the borders of 
Corah and in Oude ; recommending, at’ the 
fame time, that a diverfion fhould be made 
in his favour from Calpee. Meafures were 
immediately taken for the fupport of Celonel 
Camao, hat be had the good fortune to extri- 
cate himéelf from abl his difficulties, before the 
reinforcemems arrived to his affiftance. He 
called a council of war on the 23d of March, 
in which it was propofed by Captain Bruce, 
T 2 who 
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1782. who commanded the ftorming party at Gua- 


lior, to attack Scindiah’s camp that night, 
as the only poftible means of preferving the 
army. This advice, moft ftrenuoufly fecond- 
ed by Major Maclary, a gentleman now in 
England, was, after fome debate and con- 
fideration, adopted by the Colonel. At 
fun-fet, on the 24th, the army moved from 
their ground, and, after a march of thir- 
teen hours, effectually furprized the two 
camps of Madajee Scindiah, made them- 
felves mafters of all his artillery, took his 
ftandard elephant, a number of camels and 
bullocks, and a prodigious quantity of pro- 
vifions. 


This action was decifive of the Marratta 
war. Colonel Muir, who, in confequence of 
Colonel Camac’s letter from Seronge, had 
been detachedacrofs the Jumna, had advanced 
as far as the Ranah of Gohud’s country, to 


"his affiftance, joined the army with his re- 


inforcement the following month, and being 
the fenior officer, fucceeded to the general 
command. The Governor-General and 
Council could not remove Colonel Muir, 

who 
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who was one of the beft officers in their 1782. 


fervice, from a command to which Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Camac himéfelf had expreffly 
called him. In the month of Auguft, 1781, 
Scindiah made overtures of peace. A negotia- 
tion was opened for that purpofe, andatreaty 
concluded with that chief in the month of 
Oétober, 1781, which, in its confequences, 
led to a general peace with the Marrattas. 
A total ceffation of hoftilities with the 
Marratta {tates was the immediate confe- 
quence of the feparate peace with Madajee, 
and a general pacification was figned in May, 
1782. Thus did that expedition, on the 
fuccefs of which Mr. Hajftings, when he 
propofed it, had declared he would rifk his 
life, terminate precifely as the Governor- 
General predicted: and, in the year 1782, 
of all the confederacy which had been formed 
again{t us, two members only continued 
hoftile, Hyder-Ally-Cawn, and the French. 
Moodajee Booflah had been bought off by 
a fum of money: and the Nizam confiding, 
or pretending to confide in our promifes, 
according to his ufual policy, continued in- 
active. ‘To the honour of the troops em- 

T 3 ployed, 
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1782, ployed | againft Scindiah, it is necéflary to 


mention, that they were five months ib are 
rears during all the fervice. _ *; 

tt “was for this reafon, and. becaute the 
treafury of Bengal was totally inadequaté td 
the continued and iricreafing demands of an 
hundred thoufand men under arms, in the 
fervice of Great Britain in different parts 
of India, that the Governor-General deéter- 
mined, in themonth of Auguft, 178, to de- 
mand from the Nabob Vizier of Oude, ‘the 
balance due to the Company, and from the 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, a Zemindar who rented, 
under the Englith Company, the rich city 
and dependencies of Benaras, togetlier with 
fuch farther contributions asthe necef- 
fities of war rendered cuftomary in the 


eaft, from vaffals to lords paramourit, and 
“from a fubje& to his fovereign: The 
_Princeffes of Oude, the mother and grand- 
_mother of the Nabob Afoph-ul- Dowlah, 


together with immenfe treafurés, poffefled 
a confiderable force, and not 4 fmall hare 
of the authority of governntent.— 
Rajah Cheyt Sing, from his fathér Bul- 
want Sing, who derived whatever degree 
of 
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of independency he pofleffed, during the lat- 4782. 


ter period of his life, from the protection 
and intervention of our government, inherit- 
ed a vatt mafs of wealth, which he fectred 
in the two ftrong fortreffes of Bidjey Gur 
and Lutteefpoor. But, if common fame 
made juft reports, neither the Begums of 
Qude, nor the Rajah of Benaras, were 
friends to the Englifh. Hoftile intentions, 
it was every where faid, were manifefted by 
oyert ations: infolent treatment of the En - 
glith, correfpondence with the powers who 
were, or might eventually become our ene- 
mies, the collection of ftores, and other acts 
of military preparation. The general ftate 
and temper of the country, and particularly 
the evafions by which Cheyt Sing fought to 
with-hold the {ubfidies which our government 
had demanded and he had promifed, ren- 
dered thefe reports not incredible to a mind, 
anxious, like that of Mr. Haftings, for the 
publi¢ fafety, which hung in fufpence on 
his decifions. In fuch circumftances ‘as 
thefe, ‘the Governor-General determined to 
Rize, in good time, an engine that might be 
turned againft himfelf, and to anticipate any 
. TTY, farther 
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78% c» farther inftances of hoftility, which muft in- 
‘volve’ ih their progrefs, either the ruin of 
the princes from whom they proceeded, or 
that of the power againft which they were 
pointed, 


But before we enter into any detail of 
thefe hoftile defigns and actions, it will be 
proper to examinethe fprings from whence 
they flowed: the chief of which undoubtedly 
were, internal difcord, and undefined govern- 
ment. However the calamities that affailed 
or threatened us in India were excited and en- 
couraged by the confederacy that was form- 
ed againft Great-Britain between America 
and Europe, they would have been early 
fupprefied, or eafily quafhed, by our fupe- 
rior advantages, had we pofleffed harmony 
in’our councils. But the individual mem- 
bers of the Prefidencies were divided among 
themfelves; the Prefidencies, by politi- 
cal views and the love of power, from one 
another: and, while a permanent jealoufy 
was confirmed between the Eaft-India Com- 
pany and the nominal Princes in whoft 
name they exercifed the powers of govern- 

ment, 
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ment, diffenfions alfo arofe between the ci- 1782. 


vil fervants of the Company, and the mili- 
tary officers of the Crown. While Hyder- 
Ally was at the gates of Madras, the Eng- 
lifh, like the Greeks when the Barbarians 
approached to Conftantinople, diftracted by 
internal difputes, not only concerning mea~ 
fures but the power of enforcing them, 
feemed almoft to have forgotten that they 
had any enemies to contend with but one 
another. The Governor of Madras affum- 


ed a controul over the troops within that - 


Prefidency, for the direction of meafures in 
which he confidered himfelf as refponfible : 
the Commander in Chief, acting under theau- 
thority of the Governor-General and Supreme 
Council of Bengal, claimed authority over 
every party or detachment, that he might 
be enabled to unite and direct their com- 
bined force in one fyftem of military opera- 
tion. The General, reflrained ijn his views, 
made partial efforts, or remained inactive. 
Detachments of our army were cut off, and 
the enemy was enabled to repair his loffes 
where our arms were fuccefsful. The re- 
venues of Arcot were feized for the purpofe 


of 
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1782. of mapintajining. the war, by Lard Macart, 


nex; ,but reftored, by Mr. Haftings. , The 
erdenfpr reftitution, the governmentof M3 
dras determined ta refift, and Sir Eyre Capte 
ty execute, if nece@flary, even by force of 
arms. rc 


Meanwhile, the futuations in our admi- 
niltration and councils at home, gave birth 
to various projects for the appointment of 
new men, and the eftablifhment of new 
fyftems of government abroad. Thefe chan~ 
ges and defigns were conveyed in private 
letters and printed publications to the pow- 
ers of India, who, expecting the removal 
of Mr. Haftings, and unaccuftamed to fe- 
parate in their imaginations the perfons of 
princes from their plans of policy, were 
deterred from taking any part with fo un- 


Ready a government. 


Diffention and intrigue find, their way 
evet into the Divans of defpotic powers : 
baat when, in jarring councils and incom- 
patible fyftems of government, it was eafy 
to find plaufible theories and pretexts, as 

well 
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well as rnoft powerful countenafce and fup« «782. 


port for zlmoft any conrfe'of coridistt, fae~ 
tid: Waktinvited; and indeed wriaVoidsble In 
fac titcimitances as'thefe, it was-ndt inna 
tural fur Mr. Francis, £ man‘of great abili. 
ties, both natural and acquired, as welf as 
great ambition, and who might be diftin- 
guithed from all his cotemporaries;- bf an 
extreme irritability of temper, if he had ‘not 
been as tenacious of revenge as he was prone 
to refentment; to apply himéelf, with all the 
affiduity of habits formed by a lifeof bufinefs, 
‘to counteract the defigns, and to fully theglo- 
ry of his immediate fuperior, Mr. Haftings, 


From~the death of General Clavering, 
which happened in the month of Augirft, 
1777, to that of December, 1779, Mr. 
Francis was, or pretended to be, in hourly 
expectation of fucceeding to the govern- 
ment of Bengal. Mr. Haftings had uni- 
formly ptoféfied the utmoft indifference with 
regard to'his own fate. In his correfpon- 
dence ‘with the Minifter, and with the Dr- 
rectors, he htver' once folicited his conti- 
nuarice iit government, though he uni- 
‘formly reprefented, in very ftrong terms, 

the 
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1782. the neceflity of increafing the power of the 


Governor-General, The Britith Minifter, 
who had ufed the moft violent and unjufti- 
fiable methods to remove Mr. Haftings 
from his office, in 1776, was the firft to 
propofe his continuance, two years there- 
after. Whether on account of his growing 
embarrafiments, and the ftrenuous fepport 
which the Governor-General, in his laft 
conteft with government, received from the 
friends of the Marquis of Rockingham, or 
that. the death of Colonel Monfon, and af- 
terwards that of General Clavering, had dif- 
armed him of the refentment which he once 
entertained againft Mr. Haftings, or in 
whatever proportions all thefe feparate 
circumftances might have beer combined, 
certain it is, that Lord North, unfolicited, 
propofed, in 1778, that Mr. Haftings fhould 
be continued in the government of Bengal 
for one year longer ; that he made a motion 
for a fimilar end in 1779; and that parlia- 
ment, on his motion, in 1781, continued 
him in office for ten years. The motives 
that induced thefe fucceflive appointments, 
are as honourable to Mr. Haftings, as they 
are difgraceful to thofe who then voted for 

his 
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his continuance in . office, and have fince 178 
joined in his perfecution. Lord North open- . 

ly averred, that he had moved the Houfe of 
Commons to re-appoint Mr. Haftings; three 
feveral times, becaufe, our fituation in Eu- 

rope and in India was difficult and danger- 

ous, and Mr. Haftings poffefled vigour and 
abilities, and- the confidence of the Eaft- 

India Company. : 


As foon as the firft of thefe re-appoint- 
ments was known in Bengal, a propofition 
was diftantly made for a conciliation be- 
tween Mr. Francis and Mr. Haftings. This 
propofition was attended with fo many im- 
portant confequences, that we fhall ftate 
them from fuch authentic materials as we 
have been enabled to obtain upon the fub- 
ject. 


The firft converfation that led to this 
‘coalition pafied between Major Scott, then 
aid-de-camp to the Governor-General, and 
a gentleman in Mr. Francis’s confidence, 
on the 24th of December, 1779. This 
conference was, on the Monday following, 
communicated by Major Scott to Mr. 
Haftings, 
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2782. Haftings, Wha declared his resdinefstte.nes 


cominaiate.ali: differences with Mr Bran+ 
cis;. but requiring unequivocally,. that lie, 
Mr. Haikings, fhould fave the conduct of 
thie :Marratta war; Mr. Franess, having 
thrioven upon ‘Mr, .Haitings the wefponfi- 
hility:of that ~vdr in. fo far as it was con- 
nected with the Bengal government. This 
arnanpement was afterwards fettled under 
the niediation of Sir John Day. Nir, Fran- 
cis, vas aceufed by Mr. Haftings, in the 
nioath of July, 1780, of having violated 
his engagements. A duel effued in the 
following month, im which Miri. Francis 
was wounded: and, on the oth of Deceme 

ber, 1780, this gentleman quitted Indias 
Major Scott at that time cbmmanded a 
battalion of Sepoys, at Chunar, about fix 
hundred and fifty miles from Calcutta. The 
moment he heard of Mr, Francis’s intérided 
departure, he wrote to Mr. Haftings, and 
pointed out tu him the neceffity af fome, per- 
fon, acquainted with the late tranfactions in 
India, being dent in order tq explain any 
cigcumftances that might be mifreprefented. 
If 
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If no iter perfon oceurred to Mr. Haftings| 1782. 
for ‘this:férvice, Major Scott offeted.him- 
felf,' a3 his battalion was at that time/doing 
parrifom duty, without a probability of 
being relieved: or employed according: ¢o the 
ufual.¢ourfe of the ferbice, before the. claie 
of the war; and as‘he ‘himfelf poflefiéd, 
thotgh a moderate, yet an independent for- 
tune. Major Scott quitted Chunar on the 
1sth-of December, 1780, and left Bengal 
ina tieutral fhip, the oth of January follow- 
ing, with inftructions to which he rigidly 
adhenedi-*. Thefe were, to explain fuch parts 
of Mr! Haftings’s conduct as might be mif- 
reprefented, and to endeavour to procure 
him confidence and fupport as long as he 
fhould be continued in office, but, by no 
meahs to folicit his continuaace in the g0- 
verhment of Bengal. 

Major Scott,, in private circles, in par- 
Jiament, ahd in ‘printed publications, repel- 
led the.arrows of reproach, and maintained 
the caufé. of Mr, Haftings with an enthu- 
afm that nothing but aa unaffected admiras 
Soh of the man} and indignation at injured 

: merit, 
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1782. merit, could have infpired. Yet-his clos 


quence was not of that kind which ftorms 
the heart by the contagion of paffion ; nor 
yet that which amufes the imagination by 
the ftores of literature and fancy ; nor that, 
fill farther, which aflumes the fublimity of 
abftracted terms,and the pomp oflogical form. 
What he faid carried in it that clearnefs and 
conviction which were the natural refult of 
an intimate acquaintance with his fubjed, 
and he often oppofed with fucoefs a fact to 
aflourifh. He marked thé inconfifiencies 
of his opponents both in {peech and action, 
proclaimed aloud the eminent fervices of 
Mr. Haftings, poured light on what feem- 
ed dark and doubtful in his condu@, and 
glanced, by fevere contraft, at the unfortu- 
mate errors, not to fay mifdemeanors and 
crimes, of men who had arranged themfelves 
under the ftandard of perfecution. Here 
the Major had indeed an ample field. Fo- 
reign nations are aftonifhed, and pofterity will 
not believe, that he, who, by faving India, 
faved the Britith empire, was, on the return. 
of peace, the only objectof public enquiry and 
accufation. Admirals had loft opportunities, 

Generals 
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Generals:had loft armies, Commanders in 1732. 


Chief aufpicious cohjunctures never to be re- 
called, but they threw themfelves into the 
feale of oppofition, artd were loaded with 
offices and honours. Mr. Haftings court- 
ed not the favour of any party, but looked 
up with confidence to the nation for jufticc. 


In the month of December, 1781, the 
Britifh nation groaned under a load of pub- 
lic debt. Her commanders were generally 
unfortunate : her fleets were out-number- 
ed: her armies had been captured: her 
miniftry was diftracted: and an oppofition 
to government, powerful from the talents 
of its leaders, was hourly gaining ftrength. 
The moft fanguine politicians, in that hour 
of diftrefs, looked to the prefervation of 
India, as the only means of faving us from 
a general bankruptcy. In fuch a fituation, 
Lord North clearly and unequivocally fup- 
ported Mr. Haftings ; and, notwithftand- 
ing the general diftrefs of the empire, very 
confiderable reinforcements of fhips and 
troops were fent to India, in the winter of 
1781. 
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In the month of March, 1782, Lord 
North was compelled to refign his office. 
His fucceffors ftipulated, that not an atom 
of his adminiftration thould remain, the 
prefent Lord Chancellor excepted. 


_ The confidential dependant of the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham was Mr. Edmund 
Burke. This celebrated perfon is a native 
of Ireland. He quitted his own country 
nearly at the commencement of the prefent 
reign. Amongft the various peculiarities 
which diftinguith this reign from all others, 
there is none more ftriking, than the very 
extraordianry increafe of that body of men 
who are generally termed, political adven- 
turers. Mr. Burke, amongft this order of 
men, has been eminently fuccefsful. He 
made his firft entrance into public life in the 
character of private fecretary to the Marquis 
of Rockingham, in the year 1765. He 
continued fteady in his attachment to the 
noble Marquis, from the year 1765, to the 
time_of his deceafe, and it has been generally 
thought, that he governed the party, the 
heads of which, though men of good un- 
derftanding, were more remarkable for the 
" affluence. 
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affluence of their fortunes, and their private 1782. 


worth, than for talents as orators and ftatef- 
men. Bya prudent though not fordid ceco- 
nomy, he avoided the inconveniencies and 
the dangers of embarraffed circumftances, 
and amidft all the vicifiitudes of his public 
life, preferved an independent and erect mind, 
with a narrow private fortune. 


From the earlieft years of Mr. Burke, 
there was fomething in his fentiments, pur- 
fuits, and manners, that indicated to the 
difcerning eye fublimity of genius and deli- 
cacy of tafte. As he advanced in years the 
prefages formed concerning him were more 
end more confirmed: and he grew up in 
favour with all around him. An intereft- 
ing fweetnefs and fenfibility of countenance 
prepared the ftranger for thinking juftly 
of the humanity of his difpofition, and, 
from the richnefs of his converfation on 
every fubject, he was pleafed, though not 
furprized, to find intellectual excellence in 
conjunction with moral goodnefs. There 
is nothing in nature that is folitary, or inde- 
pendent of that univerfality of things which 
conyers one harmonious whole: nothing 

U2 fo 
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1782. fo mfignificant that it may not be aflociated 


by a vaft variety of connections, with fome- 
thing moft interefting and fublime: and all 
the arts and {ciences are linked together in 
one chain, affected by mutual influence, 
and fuftained by mutual fupport. Hence 
the copious and difciplined fancy of Mr. 
Burke, whether in private converfation or 
public difcourfe, both in {peaking and 
writing, diffufed a captivating charm on eve - 
ry fubject, and gave relief and animation to 
topics the moft dry and barren. 


The fciences have a natural tendency to 
produce candour and foibearance, by indu- 
cing in the minds of their votaiies an habit 
of tracing every action and every effect to 
its proper caufe. And polite literature and 
the fine arts, by exhibiting human nature in 
an infinite variety of inteicfting fituations, 
excite a thoufand focial and humane emo- 
tions, which cannot {pring from all the oc- 
currences and viciffitudes of the moft varied 


life. Thus the man of letters becomes a 


citizen of the world. His enlarged mind 
acquires ap habit of fympathetic indul- 
gence. The antipathies and prejudices 

which 
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which fet menat variance with one another, 1782: 


are gradually worn off. Nothing that’ be- 
longs to human nature; no peculiarity’ i in 
aational charaéter 5 no common failing or 
imperfection of the individual member of 
foriety, moves either the ridicule or the rage 
of the man, who is accuftomed to contem- 
plate nature and humanity under manifold 
forms, and in whofe breaft difguft and even 
indignation at the effect, i$ partly loft in 
the contemplation of the caufe. The 
character of Mr. Burke, accordingly, was 
marked by nothing more than by fuperiori- 
ty to vulgar prejudices, and unbounded phi- 
lanthropy to all clafles and nations of men. 
It was this expanded fentiment that, on dif- 
ferent occafions, infpired him with courage 
to refift the popular fury, when it had bro- 
ken loofe with a favage ‘ferocity againft un- 
fortunate criminals, and a profcribed reli- 
gion. It was perfe@ly natural for fuch a 
fpirit to enter by a lively fympathy, into the 
fufferings of the Indian nations, under Eu- 
ropean tyranny, and to indulge an honeft 
indignation againft their oppreflors. He 
fuffered his imagination to dwell with plea- 
fure on the vifionary project, of uniting the 
U2 freedom 
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1782. freedom of the natives of India, with their 


dependence on Great Britain, and of bring+ 
ing to exemplary punifhment, an individual 
who had: uniformly acted, in the character 
of the firft minifter in India, on thofe very 
principles by which our poffeffions in that 
country had been acquired, by which they 
had been maintained, and by which alone, 
beyond all manner of doubt, in times of 
civil convulfion, they could be recovered or 


preferved. 


The fineft genius, the moft generous dif- 
pofition, is not unufually found in conjunc- 
tion with an irritability of temper, which 
magnifies its object. Although it may be 
too much to affirm, that belief is nothing 
more than vivid perception, attention has 
undoubtedly a microf{copical power, and this 
power we can command at pleafure.— 
Hence that wonderful variety of opinions 
that prevail, on fo many fubjetts, among 
men of equal underftandings: for while rea- 
fon and truth are uniform and invariable, the 
paffions and interefts of individuals are vari- 
ous: and when once the will begins to infly- 
ence the judgment ; fertility of invention, 

inftead 
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inftead of being.a lamp of light, becomes a 17. 
fource of error. Mir. Burke, in his eager- 

nefs to impeach the Governor-General of 
Bengal, loft fight of conftant precedent, 

and political neceffity: and, for what had 
become the predominant paffion of his foul, 

his imagination, fertile even to excefs, eafily 
found a cover in partial views, and plaufi- 

ble theories and conjectures. 


In the affairs of India, this gentleman 
and his party had for fome years but little 
concern. To Lord North’s regulating bill, 
of 17°73, they gave a feeble and unavailing 
oppofition ; but when his Lordfhip endea- 
voured to remove Mr. Haftings, in the 
year 1776, on account of the Rohilla war, 
they exerted themfelves fo ftrenuoufly in 
oppofition to that meafure, that they de- 
feated the Minifter in Leadenhall-ftreet, and 
prevented him from fo much as bringing 
the fubje& before parliament the enfuing 
feflion. It is of little confequence to ob- 
ferve, that the fame party which actually 
preferved Mr, Haftings in office, when the 
Bohilla war was made the ground of his 

U4 removal 
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1782. removal,in 1776, would have impsached, 
hing forthe fame meafure in 1786, 


_dndhe year 1977, Mr. Burke. began to 
appear more confpicucully as an Indja poli- 
ticaa. In that ycar,. his near relation, Mr. 
Walham Burke, quitted England, ,fecretly, 
and.proceeded to Madras. In the follow- 
ing year he returned to this covatry, the 
agent of the Rajah of Tanjore. In the year 
1781, he again proceeded by land to Ma- 
dras, and in the following year, 1782, 
Mr, Edmund Burke, now a Privy Coyn- 
fellor, and Pay-Mafter-General of his Ma- 
jefty’s Forces, appointed his relation Mr. 
William Burke, Pay-Mafter of the King’s 
forces in India, anoffice whichhe {till retains. 


It was early determined by the Rocking- 
-ham adminiftration, that Mr. Haftings 
fhould be removed. Mr. Dundas, who 
had been Chairman of the Secret Gominit- 
tee, the origin. of his greatnefs, concurred 
with them in this point, thaagh he has 
fince publicly exprefied his fatisfaction, that 
his views were counteracted. Atthe minnts 

this 
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this!veftsitition “was takeh ih England, our ’1782.- 
empire in ETiridoftan tittdred to its fouhdaw 

dation. We have already fhewn the diffi- 

culties ufder Which Great Britain’ laboured 

in IndféS‘dnd the aftohifhing efforts that 

wete madé by Mr. Haftings, and thofe who 

acted under him, to prevent the total fub-' 
verfion of‘our power in ‘that quarter of the 

wofld. ‘Tn fuch a fituation, Mr. Haftings 

required'fupport from England, but he re-" 
ceived counteraction, 

The King’s minifters, who poffeffed the 
public confidence of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, intoxicated with the novelty of pow- 
er, deterimined, in defiance of law and com- 
mon fenfe, that the Company fhould be Idid 
under new reftrictions in the exercife of thofe 
privileges which they enjoyed by charter.— 
The Directors were, in fact, ordered, by.a’ 
vote of the Eloufe of Commons, to remove 
Mr. Haftings ;and‘thus did Mr. Burke, who 
was the grand mover of this bufinefs, lay the 
foundation ofthofe extraordinary events which 
have agitated the political world for the laft 
fix yeafs, Which occafioned the overthrow of 

: his 
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1782- his party, and involved many of his com> 
nections in ruin. 


Intelligence of thefe extraordinary pro- 
ceedings in England, circulated throughout 
Hindoftan, in the months of Auguft and 
September, 1782, produced an effe& per- 
fe&tly natural. ‘The Marratta peace, figned 
by Madajee Scindiah, and Mr. David An- 
derfon, in the month of May, was on the 
point of being ratified at Pounah, in Au- 
guft; buat the Minifters of the Paifhwa 
declared their determination, firft to wait 
the arrival, and to know the fentiments of 
the new Governor-General. Fortunately 
for the exiftence of the Eaft-India Company, 
a packet difpatched over land to Mr. Hatt- 
ings, by Major Scott, arrived at Calcutta 
in November, with intelligence of the death 
of the Marquis of Rockingham, and the 
determination of the Court of Proprietors 
to refift the mandate of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, for the recall of Mr. Haftings. 
This intelligence produced a very happy al- 
teration in the ftate of public affairs. The 
peace with the Marrattas was ratified in 

the 
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the month of December, 1782, fince which 1782, 
time, all the conditions of it have been feru- 
puloufly obferved by both parties, 


When we thus compare the actual fitua- 
tion of affairs in the eaft, with what paffed in 
Great Britain, we {hall be led to conclude, 
that .we owe the prefervation of India to 
the India Company. And here it is natu- 
ral to reflect, on that fteadinefs and ftabili- 
ty of government, which arifes from com- 
mon fenfe, and a concern for independent 
property, contrafted with the vifionary pro- 
jects of the fublimeft and moft cultivated 
geniufes. ‘To haye removed Mr. Hattings, 
and attempted to introduce a new order of 
affairs in India, during the rage of war, 
did not appear abfurd to Mr. Burke and 
Mr. Fox, and to a majority in the Houfe 
of Commons: but the Proprietors of India 
Stack were unwilling to hazard fo bold an 
experiment ; and their prrdent caution has 
equally contributed to the prefervation of 
private property, and the promotion of pub- 
lic profperity. The Eaft-India Company 
may thus be confidéred as an anchor, that 

fixed 
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£7 82. fixed the agitated veffil of ftate, tofled amid 


the pill ws of foreign war, and internal dif- 
fentians. This aflociation of men age Not 
to he viewed, by the political eye, fo much 
as A. fet of " private, rnonopolifts, )psya mot 
i member or branch of the {tate ; 
ich could not now be lopped off with- 
out Jacerating the parent ftock, and the 
danger of even mortal wounds. Were the 
trade to India thrown open to private ad~ 
venturers, where is the fecurity that thefe 
adventurers, in their exports and imports, 
would confine themfelves to the ports of 
Great Britain? Nor is the lofs of public 
revenue, and of the advantage of an extended 
circulation, the whole, or perhaps « even ‘the 
greateft part of the evil to be apprehended 
from fuch a meafure. The Britith Govern- 
ment, deprived of the Company’ § fleet, 
would be deprived of a faithful and power- 
ful affociate, who has uniformly adhered to 
the caufe of the nation, and mingted h her in- 
fereft with her’s in every, fortune. The 
Eqfty India thips haye ever been. found of in- 
finite feryice tg the public fecurity ; : Ww er 
by co-Operating with the: royal navy for the 
defence 
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defence of our foreign fettlements, in tran& 178% 
fr 
porting tibops to Afia from Europe, of 
from ore ‘Bort th to another in India. It were 
fuperflugas to prove fo notorious a fact by 
—— examples. I fhall jutt thention 
Tt. was 'in the Kingfton Eaft-india- 
man, conmanded by Captain Nutt, that Gir 
Eyre Cooté, with a body of European in- 
fantry, ‘and a large fupply of provifions aid 
money, carried falvation from Bengal to the 
Carnatic. 


Yet, at the fame time that a clamour was 
excited againft Mr. Haftings, certain wild 
projectors began to propagate ideas of diffol- 
ving the Company, while others propoled, 
what would have amounted, in the end, to 
the fame thing, the moft ruinots innovations 
in their thipping. Nor were the Direétors 
of the Eaft-India Company wanting to 
liften to offers of neceffitous and whimfical 
{peculators, who, playiug a defperate game, 
endeavoured to intrude themfelves into the 
Company’ s fervice, by holding’out illufory 
views of a redis€tion i in the freight of fhips. 
—The favings propofed, which, at the 

utmott, 
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1782. utmoft, it was computed, would not have 


exceeded fixty thoufand pounds annually, 
could never have compenfated for thofe 
alarming hazards which mutt have been in- 
eurred by any innovation in the fy{tem of 
the: Company’s navigation: a fyftem that 
had ftood the fhock of fo many accidents, 
and fo many hoftile and formidable combi- 
nations. The owners of fhips, by affording 2 
eonftant and fure refource of fhipping, at fta- 
ted and proper times, give that fteadinefs, 
conftancy, and uniformity of exertion to the 
commerce of the Eaft- India Company, which 
its particular nature requires, and which ne- 
ceffarily accompanies the fuccefsful manage- 
ment of all extenfive concerns. ‘Fhe necef- 
fary vefiels are fitted out by them, equipped, 
victualled, manned, and drawn together at 
an appointed place and fixed time, with 2 
degree of regularity approaching to mecha- 
nical exactnefs ; an exactnefs, which a re- 
gard to protection, and the winds, called 
monfoons, renders indifpenfable. All nati- 
ons that have been ambitious to extend and 
eftablith their commerce on fure grounds, 
in diflant quarters of the world, have Been 
. careful 
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careful to unite with navigation and the re- 1782. 
quifites for commercial conveyance, the 
means of protectien from hoftile invafion. 
The number of fhips neceffary for carrying 
on the commerce of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, is not lefs than ene hundred. Such 
a quantity of thipping may be converted in- 
to a moft formidable navy, that fhall not 
only be independent of convoys, but form 
amighty addition to the maritime force of 
England. The owners of fhips, it is faid, 
have determined, and one or two excellent 
citizens *, happily diftinguifhed by an union 
of fortune, capacity, and public {pirit, have 
of late fet an example of building fhips on 
an enlarged plan, and conftructed in fuch a 
manner, as to admit at once a reduction of 
freight, and todo as much excution as a 
fixty-gun fhip of the line. This example 
will undoubtedly be followed, and the Eaft- 
India Company, which has the glory of 
having faved the nation, by the indepen- 
dent virtue of their counfels, will alfo have 
the renown of making a moft important ad- 
dition to the force of its arms. It is not fit 
that the conftitution of fuch a body, thould 
be 


* Captain Newte, Mr. Cameron, dc. 
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4782. be lightly tampered with. Experi¢nee has 


proved, tat a conjuncture may happen, 
when slacy may form a neceflary coanter- 
paile ta the levity of political fpeculators ; 
and there is fcarcely a family of any note in 
Hritain, that is not from perforal mtereft, 
er ties of confangninity, nearly concerned 
in their ftability and welfare. But let us 
naw return to the means employed by Mr. 
Haftings, in the hour of danger, for the 
GZalvation of India, from which we have been 
led to this political digreffion. 


Bulwant, the father of Cheyt Sing, had 
benaved fo treacheroufly to the Englith in 
the war with Sujah Dowlah, that the Gover- 
nor and Council had determined to deprive 
him, in 1765, of the Zemindary of Benaras, 
though it was afterwards judged prudent 
to make ufe of his fervices in colleGing the 
revenues of that province, to protect him 
from the hoftile refentment of the Nabob 
Vizier, who had compelled him, in May, 
1765, to pay him twenty lacks of ru- 
pees, as a fing for his former contumacy, 
and in order to enable him, the Nabob, 
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to difshasge the fubidy- due, by treatyzfrem. 1782. 
him to the Casapany, and to raife hins:teia 
degree of independence which the had déver 
before enjoyad .On the death ofchis mean, 
his fon, Cheyt Seng,:by.a woman of a-very 
low «ofa, was continued in the Zeftmn- 
dary -shrough. the :Einglith influence -with. 
the: Vagier. »AmshiMr: Haftings, in r9¥3,. 
procured. from,¢h¢: Nabol a confirmation 
of Cheyt Sing: and his pofterify- in thas 
rich poflefion. By the treaty bf Luelt., 
now, concluded .in 1775, the fovereipnity 
of Benaras and Gauzipore was transfered 
from the Nabob to the, Eaft-India Com- 
pany. -Cheyt Sing wae ftill treated with 
the ytmoit indulgence, and no demands 
were made, on.account of his annual reve- 
nue, beyond the fum, fonmerly ftipulated.— 
But on the eruption of a war.with France, 
in July, 1778, Cheyt Sing was called upon, 
according to oriental cuftem, to contribute 
his fhare of the additiqnal expences now to 
be incurred by his fovereign. 


When Sir Eyre Goote was about to emr 
bark, ia October 1780, for the coait of 
; You. l ».4 Coro-~ 
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1780, -Coromandel, arid there was a very genat dep 
gtep-of; probability, that. Bengal would, bs 
invades hy-the, Wiasrattas, . the plan adapyed- 
by the Goverment for the protection o£ Bene - 

' gal audlite dependencies from ithe attagks of 
our.cnemies, was, to :put the troops of the 
native princes, connetted with pur nation, 
either by the ties of alliance gr allegiance). 
undet the difcipline, and the gommantl of 
Briaifh officers. Asa part of the Sytem ef 
defence, it was unanimoufly refolved in 
Council, that a part of Cheyt Sing’s cae 
valry fhould be put under our orderg,, 


‘Fhe Rajah did not difpute the .right. of 
his fovereign to demand military aid, but. 
he fought to evade compliance,,on pretenge 
of poverty: and his exeufes and delays;sq 
pay his promifed fubfidy, there, was seafen 
to believe, were dictated-by the dpubts he 
had been taught to entertain: roncerning, the 
ftabikity of that authority by-: which it had 
bees impofed. His repeated: inftances of 
contomacy and difobedience, theugh un- 
juftifable Sn thesnfelves, and agegravdted by | 
the extreme diftrefies and dabgers of the fu- 


perior 
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perior Rate, appeared to the GovernomGe- 7792. 
neral of: Jefe confideration on account of their 
own triminality, than as they were eviderices’ 
of a Geéliberate and fyfternatic condud&, aim - 
ing at-thé total fxbverfion of the authori- 
ty afxhe Company, and the erection of his 
owil'diidépemtlency on its ruins. He'con- 
fidefed’ @hiéyt -Ging-as!i-culpable, in a very: 
high Bagrve, towards our ftate,: anc hié 
pus@ianeny,-df which he had given him - 
freffaent warnings if he did not amend his 
conduct, as an example which juftice and 
policy required, equally for the reparation 
of the wrongs which its dignity had fuftain- 
ed, and for the future prefervation of its 
authority. He faw a political neceflity for 
curbing ‘the over-grown power of a great 
member of the Company’s dominion, and 
tendeting it fubfervient to their prefent exi- 
gencies. Thefe are the reafons urged by 
Mr: Haftings in his narrative of the infur- 
retion at ‘Benaras, in a {tream of eloquence 
that rarely, if it ever flows, at once with 
fuch tranfparency and fuch force, where 
the couélufiens of the underftanding de- 
_— X 2 rive 
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. 1782. rivg not an if ifipetus from the emotions of 


Se ie heart. 


"The Governor-General, with a view" ‘to 
pie fupplies for maintaining the war, and 
in the hopes of being able to "CHG: fome 
interviews that might lead to peace, {fet 
out from Calcutta on the 7th of July, 
1781, with an intention to proceed to 
Lucknow, the principal refidence of the 

.Royal Family of Oude. He arrived ‘at 
Benaras on the morning of the 14th of 
Auguft, whither alfo Cheyt Sing came to 
meet him fome hours later. The Gover- 
nor-General forbad the Rajah to come that 
evening to his quarters, as he had intended ; 
and required him to defer his future vifits 
until he fhould receive his permiffion, as he 
had fome previous matters to fettle with 
him, of which he would be informed by the 
Refident whom he would depute to him, 
next morning, for that purpofe. Mr. 
Markham accordingly carried a paper to 
the Rajah, in which Mr. Haftings recapi- 
tulated the feveral inftances of his condu@ 
which for fome time pait'had repeatedly 

drawn 
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drawn upon himielf the fevere reprelich- 178. 


fions of goverment, and demanded 4 clear 
and fatisfa¢tory explanation. He charged 
him not only with fhifts and delays in 
the payment of a fum of money, which 
he had promifed to contribute in the ftrong- 
eft terms, and which was deftined for dif- 
charging the arrears due to the army that 
had marched towards Malva, but alfo with 
difaffeCtion and infidelity to the Company, 
the patrons on whom he depended, and 
with endeavours to excite diforders in their 
government. The Rajah, in reply, profeff- 
ed the utmoft gratitude to Mr. Haftings, 
whom he confidered as the fource from 
whence alone he derived the fulfilment of 
all his wifhes and defires, apologized for his 
delays in paying the required fufidy, and 
number of cavalry, from inability, and ur- 
ged that the delay in remitting the fum 
which he had been able to raife to the army 
did not reft with him. He affirmed, that 
his whole cavalry did not exceed one thou- 
fand three hundred, of which feveral were 
ftationed at diftant places. In compliance, 

x 2 he 
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8782. he fald, with the Governor-General’ withhes, 


he Had VelleGted five hurdred horfe,-and, a0 
#fabRituse for. other five hundred, he ead 
provided an equal number of Burgandazes, 
wt that mioment ready to go ‘to whatever 
plice they fhould be fens. He added, that, 
happily for him, the arrival of the Gover- 
nor-General at Benaras, would enable him 


. wafleertain the truth of what he had affert- 


ed concerning his horfe, on the fpot, He 
Kiad conftantly endeavoured to fulfil tle 
Governor’s orders, and to preferve good 
government : ‘* But,” faid he, * if: a’ per- 
“« fon having committed a deliquency 
* fhould efcape to fome other place, fo as 
** to elude all difcovery, in that cafe 1 4m 
* hebple(s.” 


This anfwer appeared to the Governor-Ge- 
heral tobe notonly unfatisfactery infubftanee, 
But, from:an inferior in India to a fuperior, 
6ffenfive in ftyle, antl.:lefs a vindication of 
himfelf than a tecrimination on the Gaver- 


nor. It exprefied not any: coricern for the 


canfed of complaint contained in his-letedr, 
nor defire to atone for them. .An.anfwer 
i ae couched 
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couched weary: in-terms of defiance, 0) mH 1782. 


quifttions of fo ferious a nature, .Mr,, Haft 
tings: '\contidered as an indication of. that 
fpwit..of;-independency which the |Rajah 
had affumed for fome years paft. , Under 
thee alismaing: appearances of the Rajah’s 
conduftand difpofitions, he conceived him~ 
felf to be indifpenfably obliged to form, fome 
immediate and decifive plan for fecuring the 
bmpuny’s interefts and rights in Benaras. 
He ordered the Refident to proceed, early 
on the morning of Auguft the fixteenth, 
-to'the houfe of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, with 
his-ufual guard, and put him in arreft.— 
Mr. Markham, followed by two companies 
of Grenadier Sepoys, according to his in- 
ftructions executed the arreft, to which the 
Rajah quietly fubmitted, affuring the Refi- 
dent, that whatever the- Governor’s orders 
were, he was ready to obey them. He 
hoped :that he would allow him a fubfift- 
ence: but, as for his Zemindary, his forts, 
and his tecafure, he was ready to lay them 
down, with: his life, if required, at his feet. 
In two letters, alfo addrefied to the Gover- 
nor-Gerteral, in the language of de{pondent 

»  X4 fuppli- 


$3t 
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#782. frpplicationy ‘he’ profefied eritire fabmifion 


to! his wi. ‘Fhe Governor having now 
brodphehe refraftery Rajah to the tempor 
he defiredd; comforted him with a thort note, 
in which: he infotmed him, that Mr. Mark- 
barn fhould wait upon him in the afternoon, 
atid explain particulars. In the mean time 
he defired him to fet his mind at reft, and 
nt to Conceive any terror or apprehenfion. 
The Rajah to this confolotary affurance re- 
plied, <‘ My Prote&tor! wherever you {pread 
** your fhadow over my head, I am entirely 
‘* free from terror and apprehemfion; and 
«¢ whatever fou, who are my Mafter, hall 
** as {uch determine, will be right.” 


The Governor-General had by this time 
prepared new inftructions to Mr. Mark- 
ham; but before he could fe out with them, 
intelligence was received, that large bodies 
of men, in arms, had crofied the river from 
Ramnagur, and proeseded to Shewallah 
Gaut, Cheyt Sing’s houfe. The guard placed 
over the Rajah, confifted of two companies 
of grenadier Sepoys, as above mentioned, 
from Major Popham’s en com- 

manded 
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“wranided iby: the Lieutenants ‘Simes, Scott, 1782. 
and Stalker, and ftationed: in an enclofed 
fquare which: furrounded: the Prince’s ‘apart 
ment in the palace: the Refident’s auard 
had returned. with him to Mr. Haftings. 
It now-appeared that thefe troops were un- 
provided with ammunition. Major Pope 
ham, therefore, fent another company of 
Sepoys, with ammunition, to reinforce and 
fapport the firft party. But, on their ar- 
rival at the Rajah’s houfe, they found all 
the avenues blockaded by a multitude of 
armed men. The minds of this tumultu- 
ous affembly, fermented into rage, by a re-~ 
ciprocation of fentiments and paflions, and 
affluming courage from their numbers, 
made an inftantaneous and fierce attack on 
the Sepoys, who, wanting their accuftomed 
means of defence, fell an eafy facrifice to 
the fuperior numbers of their affailants. 
The officers, it is fuppofed, were the firft 
victims to their fury; but not until they 
had, by aftonifhing efforts of bravery, in- 
volved in their fate far — ‘numbers 
of their enemies. 


In 
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a782.°?. Sn the. midft of this confugea, Cheyt 
Suif fouhtl means to efcapa threugh: a 
winket that opened to the river; and the 
Eeoks being exceedingly fteep in that place, 
the-was let down by turbans tied together, 
into a boat which canveyed him te the ap- 
polite fhore. His adhereats SoHowed him 
aerofs the river in the fame tamultuous 
manner in which they had aflembled, leaw;- 
img the party of our Sepoys which had taft 
arrived, in pofleftion of the houfe. Bus if, 
inftead af crouding after the Rajah, they 
had proceeded to Mahadow Datfs’s garden, 
the refidence at that critical hour of Mr. 
Haftings, the blood of the Gowernor-Ge- 
neral, with that of about thirty Englith 
gentlemen of his party, would have been 
tidded to the recent carnage, and the Bri- 
tify’ empire in India wonld dave ceafed 
from that moment to exift. Forevery ftate 
around it would have ftacted into arms 
again it: andits own fubjeés, according 
to their degrees of power, would haye begn 
forward to renounce their allegiance. 


ai, Mr. 
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'. Mr. Haftifivs, on the firtt intelligence 1782. 
of this.cottunotion, direGted Major Pap- 
ham -to, repair immediately to his canyp, 
which was about two miles from the Refi- 
dent’s Woufe; and at the fame diftance frodh 
the Rajahis,-and to march inftantly with 
the remainder of his detachment to the fap- 
port of the party. Major Popham, though 
he loft not a moment to execute this om 
der, arrived too late, and beheld with for- 
tow the effects of a maffacre which he 
could‘neither prevent nor revenge. Cheyt 
Sing fied to Lutteefpoor with his family, 
and all his forces, except the ordinary 
guard of Ramnagur: a vait pile of irregular, 
but maffy buildings, conftructed of ftone, 
on the river fide, and partly within the 
bed of the river. To the original ftrength 
of this place, Cheyt Sing had added fome 
{mall baftions of. ftone and earth; but it 
poffefied a ftronger defence in a large town 
which had grown around it, and the com- 
plicated intricacies of the apartments and 
paflages of the palace. Ramnagur had been 
evacuated during the commotions at She- 
wallah Gaut: but the firft tumults of con- 
fternation 
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3782. flernation having fubfided, about two thou- 
fand men had returned to that_ fortrefs, 
on ‘the 18th of Auguft, under the com- 
mand of Ramjeewuun, a confidential and 
domeitic chief of the Rajah’s family. 


~The whole ftrength of the Goycrnor- 
General at Benaras, confifted originally of 
fix companies of Major Popham’s regiment, 
about fixty Sepoys which he had taken 
from the garrifon, at Buxar, for the pro- 
tection of his boats, and a few men with- 
eut difcipline, and without arms, who 
had been newly recruited for the Refident's 
guard. Of Major Popham’s rcgimeut, 
eighty-two men had fallen in the maffacre 
of Shewallah Gaut, and ninety-two were 
wounded. The whole number of killed 
aod wounded, amounted to two hundred 
and fiye. 


The remainder of Major Popham’s de- 
tachment, confifting of four companies of 
Sepoys, one company of artillery, and a 
company of French rangers in our fervice, 
were ordered to march immediately to Ram- 

nagur, 
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nagur, and a letter was fent to Lieutenant- 173. 
Colonel Blair, to detach a battalion of Se- 
poys on the {ame deftination, from the gar- 
rifon at Chunar. Thefe different forces 
were ordered to halt at a fecure diftance 
from Ramnagur, to avoid all hoftilities, and 
to wait for further orders. Major Popham, 
formally invefted with the command of this 
little body, in order to fecure the fuccefs 
of his operations, had chofen a convenient 
and open plain, on the fhore oppofite to 
Ramnagur, for a battery of two mortars, 
expected from Chunar. Thefe difpofitions 
promifed a fure and eafy conqueft; when 
an accident happened, which blafted the 
reafonable expectations, and had well nigh 
proved the ruin of the whole party. Cap- 
tain Mayaffre, the fenior, and confequently 
the ruling officer before Major Popham af- 
fumed the command, unwilling to lofe the 
opportunity which his prefent and cafual 
authority afforded him of acquiring miljtary 
reputation, without plan, without inquiry, 
againft the advice of his officers, and againft 
orders, led the detachment into the narrow 
ftreets of the town of Ramnagur, where, 
‘ expofed 
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4782, .empofed to: the five of an enemy furrourding: 
thers :-upfeen} tone hundred and ‘feven then, ° 
indluding: Ozptnin Mayaffrs who cothiand. 
edgsitnd Captain Dexat who led on the at. 
tacky were inftamly killed, add cfeventy<’ 
twho.iwouoded.. Captain Bhily;! with tha 
remains. .of the. detachment,’ made a judich- 
ous hnd dafe-retreat. The date of titis-maf- 
facre, rather than defeat, wes tle shorning 
of the 20th of Auguft, 1781. — 

oe 25 a 
‘The Governor-General, plunged irt a .de~ 
cided war, and anxious both to prevent its 
progrefs, and to bring it to a fpeedy: ter. ° 
manation, difpatched written orders, in nial. - 
tiplied copies, to our different military fta- 
tions, for afhiftance, to the Refident at the 
ceurt of the Vizier, for a fupply of:treafure, - 
andto Lieutenant-Colonel Blais for an inftant 
reinforcement. Certain intelligence was re- 
ceived of preparations at Ramnagur for an 
affault on his quarters, fituated-in the midit 
of the fuburbs of Benaras, and confifting of 
many detached buildings within one’ large 
inchefure, furrounded by houfes. and trees, 
whith. inseneepted every other — 
fds ‘ i$ 


aa 
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His whole.fprce was 20w -neduced to about 1782. 
four hundred aad fifty men, The seports.of: 
an'intendad: affanlt, endseafed: with the ada 
vaacing, day; amd. boats Teen an conftant 
mation. én ithe other didelaf. the river, pros 
cluded al) hefitation canctrning a defign fe; 
probable, exoept what’ might atife in. chine 
fing mesps,for lefeating it. - Divided -bes- 
tween the dangers of a confined fituation,: 
and the want of provifions, even for.tweni: 
ty-four hours, on the one hand, and the 
difgrace ofa. fight, and compafiion for air 
wounded Sepoys. en the other, the Gover 
nog-Genssat semained during. the whole 
courfe ef the day,. in the moft agonizing 
fufpance. But the difgrace of a flight, 
yielded to the fiiperior weight of neceffity ; 
and,. with regard to the wounded men, the 
diftanoe at which they were quartered, their 
diftrefied fitwation, and the multiplicity of . 
prefling exigencies which the refolution to 
remain mruft have created, would have ren- 
dered it ampoffible either to relieve or re- 
move thom. Mr. Hastings, therefore, 
uniting as much as poffible hamanity with 
prudeace, in. the firit place, difpatched.a 
_ meflenger 
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&382. meflenger to the Nabob Saadut-Ally« 
Cawn, or the brother of Afoph-ul-Dow- 
lah, informing hins .of, his refolution to 
leave Benaras, and recommending to his 
egre, the wounded Sepoys; a requeft which 
he afterwards renewed when.he had effected 
his efcape to the place he shad. defined. for 
his retreat, In.the eveniig, hy the advice 
ef Major Popham, and that of the other 
Field-officers prefent, feparately afked and 
given, he gave orders ta form their. little 
corps, that they might have time;ta gain 
the open «country before the enemy, 2zp- 
prized of theirudefign, conld crefs and ob- 
ftrud his march ; entangled jn ftreets, lanes, 
and broken ground. They pafied.a batta- 

. lion of Sepoys, detached by Colonel Blair 
_ to his affiftance, who, immediately turned 
, and joined them. Early the next morning, 
they arrived at Chunar. About this time, 
the Governor-General received a letter from 
Cheyt ‘Sing, fraught with expreffions of 
concern for what, had. pafled, and general 
profeffions of fidelity in future; and {oon 
afer, application was made by the Rajah 
§o fome.gentlemen. of the Gevernor’s partys 


for 
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for their friendly offices and interceffion in 1782. 


favour of certain fpecific propofals for an 
accommodation. Thefe advances, on the 
part of Cheyt Sing, Mr. Haftings, from 
feveral appearances indicitin> hoftile inten- 
tentions, confidered as artifices t- +4. time. 
He did not, therefore, think it becc. ing 
to make any reply to the Rajah’s letter. 


Soon after our little party was 1."med, and 
the line in motion from Benaras to Chunar, 
Mr. Haftings was met by Beneram Pundit, 
formerly mentioned in this Memoirs, mi- 
nifter to Moodajee-Booflah, Rajah of Berar, 
and his brother Beffumbar Pundit, on foot, 
with only one attendant. The Governor- 
General thanked them for the proof they 
had given of their attachment, but infifted 
on their return to Benaras, where they had 
a large family, which, by their continuance 
with him, might be expofed to the refent- 
ment of Cheyt Sing. But they perfifted in 
their refolution of accompanying, and com- 
mitting their fate with that of our men: 
nor could all the importunities of Mr. 
Haftings divert them from their purpofe. 

Vor. I. Y Benaram 
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Benaram Pundit, who was a man of a warm 
and edger temper, underftanding the diftrefs 
in which our {mall detechment was involved 
by the want of both credit and money, of- 
fered and prefied on the Governor’s accept- 
ance, a lack of rupees in ready money, 
which he received in the nature of a loan, 
giving him a note for it in the Cothpany’s 
name, and in the ufual form. 


In the mean time, the Nabob Vizier, 
who had expected a vifit from the Gover- 
nor-General, had left his capital, and ad- 
vanced a fhort way to meet him. The Go- 
vernor was not infenfible of the advantages 
to be derived by the prefence of the Nabob : 
but thefe, he confidered, world invert the 
relation of their alliance, and inveft that 
prince with a fuperiority in their meeting, 
which would defeat its object. Befides, 
he thought it inconfiftent with the dig- 
nity of the Company’s Government, to em- 
ploy foreign aid in reftoring #8 tranquil- 
lity. He, therefore, wrote a ‘letter to the 
Wabob, reqiefting him to return to Luck- 


frow, Cand: tiere- remaia untikhe, tht Go- 
=e ~f vernor, 
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vernor, fhould have leifure to profecute his 1782. 
original journey. ‘The Nabob, however, 
on the firft intimation of his difficulties, 
was more earneft than ever to join and fup- 
port him: a purpofe which he executed 
with fuch apparent zeal, that he made his 
firft ftages with no other attendance than 
about one hundred horfe, and about four 
companies of his body-guards, with his ufual 
domeftic attendants. Mr. Haftings, inform- 
ed of thiscircumftance, in order to remove 
any unpleafant impreffions that might have 
been made on the mind of the Nabob by 
his former letter, fent a fecond, exprefling 
perfect confidence in his fidelity, and apo- 
logizing for what he had before written, 
from an unwillingnefs to involve him in a 
{cene of trouble, and fignifying his defire 
of feeing him, according to his ewn with- 
es, at Chunar. 

Whatever fufpicions, or tendency to fuf- 
picion, the Governor-General might have 
felt within his own breaft on this occafion, 
hot of the Nabeb, who depended on the 
protection of our government, but of others 

Y 2 who 
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1782. who were near his perfon, and endeavour- 


ed to abufe his confidence, he prudently 
{upprefled: nor did he ever fuffer his ap- 
prehenfions to influence his ations; fince 
it was not in his power to ufe any means 
for counteracting their defigns, which would 
not appear to proceed from a diftruft of 
the Prince himfelf. The favourites of the 
Nabob, the companions of his loofer hours, 
men of weak underftandings and diffolute 
morals, jealous of the fuperior influence of 
Mr. Haftings, united with the relations 
of the Royal Family, in infinuating to their 
immediate fovereign, the moft pernicious 
counfels, reprefenting the prefent, as a fit 
conjuncture for afferting his independence. 
It is a common error, that plots are to be 
defeated only by counter-plots. Confede- 
racies and intrigues, in the paffions that 
prompt, and the variety of circumftances 
which muft concur in order to crown them 
with fuccefs, involve weaknefs in their na- 
ture, and uncertainty in their iffue: and 
the moft dire road is ufually the fafeft. 
The undaunted air of the Governor-Gene- 
ral, the confidence which he placed, or 
pretended 
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pretended to place in the Nabob, the pre- 1782. 
parations he made for crufhing the firft 
beginnings of revolt, without calling, or 
even accepting the aid of tributary and de- 
pendent princes: all thefe circumftances 
had a dire&t and powerful tendency, to main- 
tain an {cendant on the weak mind of Afoph- 
ul-Dowlah, andto confine his hopes and fears 
within the channels in which they had 
been accuftomed to flow. But, had the 
Governor-General openly avowed his fuf- 
picions, and demanded the removal of evil 
counfellors from the perfon of their fove- 
reign, on the one hand; or endeavoured to 
form a party in his favour, in the Durbar 
of the Nabob, on the other: in either cafe 
his conduct would have been attended with 
danger. In the firft cafe, he might have 
precipitated the defigns of his enemies, who 
might have feized the perfon of the prince, 
and armed themfelves with his autharity : 
in the fecond, he would have betrayed 
weaknefs and fear, which, inftead of di- 
viding, would, in all probability, have 
united his enemies in a firm purpofe, at fo 
tempting a crifis, to effect his ruin. No- 
Y 3 thing, 
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1782. thing, therefore, can be imagined, either 


more magnanimous, or more judicious, than 
the condu& of Mr. Haftings, who, with- 
out either holding a parley, or inviting an 
open conteft with his enemies, rufhed, 
without a moment’s delay, into the fecureft 
fortrefs. 


‘There was not, in reality, room, amidft 
the difficulties with which he was envi- 
roned, for the flaw and indirect modes of 
political intrigue. The contagion of re- 
volt had flown, in an inftant, from Benaras, 
to Fyzabad, and the territories of Goruck- 
poor and Bareech. In the city of Fyzabad, 
the mother and grand-mother of the Na- 
bob, openly efpoufed the party of Cheyt 
Sing, encouraging and inviting people ta 
inlift in his feryice: and the ftandard of 
revolt was raifed by their own fervants. 
Two battalions of regular Sepoys, in the 
Vizier’s fervice, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hannay, ftationed in 
Oude, were in various places furrounded, 
attacked, and many of them cut to pieces. 
Many of the Zemindars of Bahar, had dif- 


covered 
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coverd fymptoms of difaffection ; and le- 1782 
vies of men, if common report can be cre- 
dited, were openly entertained in that pro- 
vince for the enemy, by our own fubjetts. 


Through an unfortunate train of official 
perplexities, which had happened fome 
time preceding this, both Major Popham’s 
regiment, the rangers, and all the corps of 
the garrifon of Chunar, were four months 
in arrears. The Governor-General, in the 
mid{ft of thefe alarming circumftances, when 
the war in the Carnatic wore an afpect that 
portended, at beft, no more than the proba- 
bility of being able to prolong an uncertain 
ftruggle ; when we were engaged in a war 
with the Marratta ftates, on the coaft of 
Malabar, and with Madajee Scindiah, near 
our own borders ; when a fudden rebellion 
dad deprived us of every foot of land in Be- 
naras, and, having involved the province 
of Oude in a fimilar defection, was extend- 
ing its Contagion over: thofe of Rohilcund, 
and Doab, and when even our own pro- 
vince of Bahar was ripe for infurrection : 
whije troubles ,had overtaken, and were 
. Y 4 "$l 
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1782. ftill gathering around him on every. fide, 
the Governor-General found himfelf ua- 
able ta command three thoufand rupees. 


Under thefe accumulated difficulties and 
dangers, Mr. Haftings derived comfort and 
relief from the public {pirit, the adtivity, 
and the perfonal confidence and attach- 
ment of all the officers in the neareft milie 
tary ftations, to whom, after the mafiacre of 
Shewallah Gaut, orders, in different letters 
had been fent for affiftance, and from the una 
fhaken fidelity of the Nabob Vizier. The 
early exertions made by Colone] Blair and 
Major Popham have been already mention- 
ed. Though every letter fent to Colonel 
Morgan, commanding'the troops at Cawn- 
pore had been intercepted, that ofhcer, 
rightly judging of the paft mifadventures 
of the Governor and his prefent fituation, 
from conftant report and the fudden failure 
of intelligence, with a folicitude and deci- 
fion which reflect equal credit on, his cha- 
racter, detached to his aid, under the com- 
mand of Major Crabb, two regiments of 
Sepoys, thirty European artillery men, and 

twa 
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two companies of the Eurupean regiment, 1784. 
with four fix-pounders, one howitzer, tum- 
brils, ammunition, draft and carriage cattle, 
and as great a quantity of provifions as he 
could {pare, 


He’ was afterwards ordered to follow 
with his whole force : and Colonel Sir John 
Cumming, on receiving an order to occupy 
his ftation at Cawnpore, marched thither, 
with the utmoft diligence and alacrity, ‘in 
the fpace of four days. Lieutenant Pol. 
hill, on the 27th of Auguft, arrived with 
fix companies of Sepoys belonging to the 
Nabob Vizier’s body-guard, ftationed at 
Iiliabad. He was ordered to encamp on 
the oppofite banks of the river, for the pur- 
pofe of preferving a communication with 
that fhore. On the‘ggth he attacked and 
defeated a confiderable body of troops un- 
der the command of the chief Shehaub 
Cawn, who was ftationed at a {mall fort 
and town called Seekar, within fight of 
Chunar. 


On 
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On the 13th of September, Major Ror 
berts, with his regiment and a lack of rus 
pees in filver, arrived from Lucknow, 
whither he bad been fent for a guard to 
the Governor-General’s perfon, in his ins 
tended vifit to that capital. A farther fup- 
ply of fifty thowfand rupees wag receiyed a 
few days after, by the colleGor of the Na-~ 
bob’s sents at Illiabad. On the 11th, the 
Nabob Vizier arrived at his encampment, 
which had been formed on the fhore oppo- 
fite to Chunar. Mr. Haftings chofe te 
make him the firft vifit, the fame morning 
on which he arrived: and it was returned 
by the Nabob on the next. On the 15th 
Lieutenant Polhill croffed theriverand joined 
Major Popham’s camp. 


The whole detachment now canfifted of 
one company of European grenadiers, one 
of light infantry, one ef French rangers, 
thirty European artillery men, four regi- 
ments and ong battalion of Seppys, and fix 
gompanies of the Nabob’s body guard. 


The 
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The ,troops entertained by the Rajah 1782. 
Cheyt Sing, amounted nearly to twenty- 
two thoufand, befides a great number -of 
hufbandmen and others, who voluntarily 
took up arms; entreafing his whole forces, at 
this time, regulars and irregulars, to the 
number of forty thoufand. Thefe were 
ftationed in Luteefpuor, Patecta, and Ram- 
nagur. Thofe of them that were reputed 
the beft, were at Pateecta. The great mafs 
of irregulars, with part of the other troops, 
remamed with the Rajah at Luteefpoar, 
his refidence fince his flight from his palace 
at Benaras. lLuteefpoor, fituated fifteen 
miles eaftward of Chunar, is a large fort 
built with ftone, furrounded by hills, and, 
whether from neglect or defign, concealed 
from diftant view with thick coppice wood 
and trees. Pateeta isa very large town, 
furrounded by a rampart of earth, which 
extends to a great diftance beyond it, to the 
adjoining hills, and including a {mall {quare 
building of ftone invifible, at firft, to affail- 
ants, fortified with four round towers, and 
enclofed with an high rampart and ditch, 
which is in moft parts broad and deep. 

The 
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The plan of operations originally intend- 
ed, as above mentioned, was, in the firft 
place, to reduce the town and fort of Ram- 
nagur ; the capture of which would lead to 
the repoffeffion of the capital, and reftore 
the authority of the Englith over the whole 
province. For this purpofe battering can- 
non and mortars were ordered to Major 
Popham’s camp, and all other preparations 
made that were neceffary for a fiege; when 
the fyftem that had been adopted by the 
Governor-General and the officers of his 
party, was exchanged for another fuggefted 
by Bundoo Khan, a native and inhabitant 
of the town of Chunar. This man had 
accompanied Captain Blair, farft in his ac- 
tion, already mentioned, at Ramnagur, and 
afterwards in another action at Pateeta, af 
which the following is a brief account. 


Captain Blair, on the 3d of September, 
was detached by Major Popham with his 
battalion, and two companies of grenadiers, 
to fuprize the enemy’s camp at Pateeta.— 
Having marched at three in the moaning, 
they arrived by day-light at the ground ; 

but 
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but they found it abandoned, and the ene- 1782, 
my, who had by fome means or other been 
apprized of their defign, waiting for their 
approach, on ground which they had cho- 
fen about a mile beyond it. An engage- 
ment immediately enfued, in which the ene- 
my, furious and daring from recent fuccefs, 
fought with defperate intrepidity. Our Se- 
poys had begun to give way, when the 
Lieutenants Fallon and Birrel, at the head 
of the two companies of grenadiers, turning 
the tide of fortune, obtained poffeffion of 
the field of battle, with four guns and 
four tumbrils loaded with ammunition. 


The lofs fuftained by our {mall detach- 
ment in this bloody action was very great : 
forty-eight men killed, and eighty-five 
wounded. The enemy were furnifhed with 
all the apparatus of artillery, equal, or near- 
ly equal, to the production of an European 
elaboratory. It was from their cannon, 
which was well ferved, that our party prin- 
cipally fuffered. This victory, though it 
did not drive the enemy from Pateeta, and 
though purchafed by the expenditure of one 

fourth 
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fourth of the party, was yet a victory in its 
effects, as it encouraged our troops, but dif- 


pirited the enemy, and, at a time when the 
minds of ali men were in fufpence cencern- 


ing the party it would be prudent to flee of 
to follow, tended to form an important pre- 
fage of our fuccefs in the public opinion. 


Bundoo Cawn, who, by his knowledge of 
the ground and his advice in the application 
of it, had rendered eminent as well as gra- 
tuitous fervice to Captain Blair, in this as 
well as a former action at Ramnagur, was 
induced by the intereft and fafety of a large 
family, which depended on our fuccefs, and 
encouraged by the confidence and applaufe 
of the little Englifh army, to offer his in- 
fotmation and advice, on all occafions 
where he thought they might be of fervice. 
Fe reprefented, that, as the Rajah’s force 


* ‘was principaliy collected at Luteefpoor and 


Pateeta, and was daily increafing, it would 
be exceedingly difficult to difledge him, ifhe 
Should be fuffered to eftablith him({elf by,a 
feries of detatled operations, fupporting each 
ether and egmbined in a fyftem, 

The 
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The approaches both to Pateeta and Lu- 1782. 
teefpoor were ftrongly guarded, and efpecially 
thofe of Lutteefpoor, to which the only 
road that was practicable ran through Pa- 
teeta. But even if Lutteefpoor could have 
been carried, on another fide, it would be 
untenable, the Cawn reprefented, from the 

firength of the pafs, called, Suckroot, be- 
hind it; of which the enemy would keep 

poffeffton in defiance of all their efforts, 

and againft any fuperiority of numbers. 

He therefore advifed that two attacks fhould 

te executed at the fame inftant of time: 
one on the pafs of Suckroot, another on the 

fort of Pateeta. Of the pafs, he faid, which 

was of the eafieft accefs, being unguarded 

from above, our forces might eafily obtain 

poffeffion, and thereby gain the fame advan- 

tage over the garrifon of Lutteefpoor, as 

the garrifon would have over them, if they 

took poffeffion ef that fort firft: and every 

other road of communication with Lutteef- 

poor, would be commanded by the poffef- 

tion of Pateeta. Bundoo Cawna offered to 

conduct the party which fhould be feng 

againit the-palt, by a road unfrequented-and 

unknown, 
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3782 unknown, but which he defcribed moft 


minutely, and, as has fince appeared, with 
aftonifhing correctnefs. 


A fimilar inftance of this topographical 
ingenuity in the natives of Afia, which ap- 
pears to be fomewhat akin to their difpofi- 
tion and faculty for imitation *, was expe- 
rienced by Colonel Fullarton, who coms 
manded the Englifh army fouth of the Co- 
leroon, ‘towards the conclufion of the war 
With Hyder and Tippoo Sultaun. When 
the army encamped before Daraporam, it 
was not found practicable to approach fo 
near the fort, as to determine with precifion 
the moft advantageous point of attack.— 
But a Bramin hircarrah, or intelligencer, 
explained every particular refpecting the po- 


* The nature of the Hindoos is peculiarly fitted for works 
of imitation by a delicate fenfibility of corporeal orga- 
nization, by that patient peifeverance, which fo eminently 
diftinguifhes them, and by another quality, if it be another, 
namely, that they are wholly occupied and abforbed in the 
prefent object. No diftraction of thought; no wandering 
of imagination : the force of their mind 1s brought to begr 
with efse& on one .point, by means of deeply fixed atten- 
tion. Hence, the original model is not to be diftinguifhed 
from the new produdtion, in any kind of cloth, earth, mre- 


tal, wood, er ftune. 
fition 
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fition of the works, and the nature of the 178g, 


ground adjacent, in fuch’a manner as en- 
abled him to draw a plan from his defcrip- 
tion. The Adjutant-General, Captain 
Oram, alfo drew a plan from the accounts 
of another Hircarrah. The two plans thus 
drawn from verbal information, were found 
fo exactly fimilar in every material point, 
that, on the ftrength thereof, a body of our 
troops marched in a dark night, croffed a 
river, and occupied a {trong pofition within 
four hundred yards of the fort, from whence 
they erected batteries, and effected a breach. 


A better military plan than that which 
had been propofed:by Bundoo Cawn, could 
not have been laid down by the moft expe- 
rienced commander. Major Popham in- 
{tantly faw its propriety, and adopted it. He 
formed the army into two divifions. The 
Major, at the head of one of thefe, march- 
ed to Pateeta, which he took by ftorm, 
on the morning of the 2oth of September*. 

% 


* At the form of Pateeta, two Najeebs were wounded 
and taken prifoners. They were part of a body of fx 


hundred men recruited at Fyzabad, by the Begum’s orders, 


and fent to join Chevt Sing, 


Vor. I. Z Major 
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4482. A iajor Cra b conducted the other divifion 
i ca ways almuft 1m practicable, toa vil- 
‘Tage’ Cailed Lora, about two miles from the 
"“Guckréot pafs, where he found a body of men, 
“with three guns pofted to oppofe him. “The 
““énemy, after a ftout refiftance, by which we 
‘Sot twelve men, but they themfelves a much 
"greater number, fled through the pafs to 
Lutteefpoor. Our detachment’ followed 
them as fat as the head of the pafs, where 
“they encamped for the remainder of the day. 


The mind of Cheyt Sing, amidft thefe 
events, appears to have been actuated by 
ideas of ltoftility or of fubmitlion, accord- 
ing as it was impreffed by prefent objects 
of hope or of fear. After the attian of 
Captain Blair, at Pateeta, it which his 
party fuffered feverely, and his return to 
Chunar, which was probably reprefented as 
a retreat, the Rajah, either authorized, 
or countenanced a maffacre of fourteen of 
our fick prifoners, who had fallen into his 

“thands, in cold blood. At éther times he 
fent ‘letters, fraught with affertions of his 
junocence, profeffions of fubmiffion, and 

a , (8 offers 
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e ‘ a dj 
offers of accommodation. Thefe, indeed, 1782. 


were fo ftrong, and fo often repeated, that 
had they proceeded from a fenfible and 
manly character, the Governor-General, fi 
tuated as he was, muft have been inclined 
to liften to them with pleafure. But Cheyt 
Sing was a weak and irrefolute man. He 
varied in his views according to accidental 
advices and impreffions, and, in proportion 
as he was removed from actual danger, by 
diftance of place or time, he became con- 
fident of his wealth, his ftione-holds, the 
number of his adherents, the diftreffes of 
our government, and the power of its in- 
cieafing enemies. And, whatever may be 
thought concerning that political neceflity, 
which impelled the Governor-General to 
provide for extraordinary exigencies, by ex- 
traordinary means, or, when the fate of his 
country ftood trembling on a precipice, 
concerning the propriety of fixing his eye 
for relief, where wealth, acquired by the 
Company’s patronage, was united with de- 
figns againft the Company’s fafety ; ceitain 
it is, that hoftilities againft the Rajah, had 
been too far profecuted to be abandoned ; 
Z 2 for 


y 


) 
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saorde UE ad Britifh ndtion in India. 
tube ’ 

The news of our faccefits apainft Patees 
ta, dhd the Sucktbot'pafs, heightenirig ter- 
rot by furprize, difarmed Cheyt Sing of all 
refolittion. His laft refuge was BidjeyltGur, 
a fort erected on the folid rocks of # hill, 
rifing from the ground to the height of fe- 
ven hundred and forty-five perperidicular 
fect. This fort, which was the repofitory 
of all his own and his father’s treafures, 
is fituated about fifty miles in a fouth-caft 
direction from Chunar. The road to this 
place lay through the pafs, which he durit 
not attempt. But, by making a eircuit 


over the hills, he gained the high read, at’. 


the diftance of fome miles beyond Suck-~ 


root, and proceeded with a few followers ° 


to the neighbourhood of Bidjey-Gor. He 
was now forfaken by all hisadherents. On 
the approach of Major Popham, who ad- 
vaneed from Lutteefpoor té Bidjey-Gur, 
without lofs of time, he fled by the route 


of Rewa;‘to the capital of Butdle-Cund ; ' 


takitig’ with him as much treafure as his 
elephants 


=a 
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elephants, gad camels could cary, which, +782, 
befides jewels, amounted in fpecie, to four ;. 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling. He left 
his«wift, @ woman of an amiable character, 

his mother: Pauna, and. all the other wo- 

men of his houfe, with the furvivors of 

his father’s family, who were connected 

with his,, in the fort. : 


The whole province of Benaras retyrned 
under the obedience of the Company. The 
town was placed under the government of 
a newly-created and independent magiftra- 
cy; and the Zemindary beftowed, on the 
39th of September, on Bauboo Mehipna- 
rain, grandfon in the female line, to the 
Rajah, Bulwant Sing, according to the 
Hindoo Jaw the next lineal heir, after 
his mother and grand-mother, who, in his 
favour, formally yielded 7 their preten- 
fons. 


It was agreed on between the Governar- 
General, in the name of the Eaft-India , 
Corapany, and the Nabob Vizier, that a re~ 

Z 3 duction 
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1782. duction” fhotitd He" inade in the expehte and 


the Wuntibérs df the Nabob’s troops; cori- 
Bvt s chiefly of'4 diforderly and tifelefrab- 
Hie Unid that’a riew military eftablithment 


- 


| dura He formed? Well a ppointed hnd com- 


fianded, efficient in‘fervice, and fisch as 
thould protect; inftead of diftreffing his 
country: and that, as great diftreffes had 
arifen ta the Nabob’s government, froth the 
military power and dominion affumed by 
the Jagheerdars, he fhould be permitted to 
refume fuch Jagheers as he might find ne- 


‘eeflary, with a referve,'in cafe of the te- 


{umption of any jagheers fot the amount ef 
which the Company were guarantee’, thatan 
equivalent for their clear collections or 
rents, fhould be paid through the refident at 
Lucknow in ready money. | oat 


Agreeably to this convention, a refump- 


"tion was advifed by Afoph-al-<Dowhh, and 


agreed to by Mr. Haftings, of the jagheers 


“or eftates of the Begums ‘ar Princeffes of 


Oude, his mother and grand-mother, who, 
‘as above mentioned, had united their autho- 
rity dnd influence to embarrafs the ‘Nabob’s 

government, 
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government, and to, extend and egorenate 1782. 


the difficulties of the Englith, A sproyifion 
at the, fame time was made, for neplacing 
theis,inggmpe, at the exact rate at which, iit 
{toad ip, thei own eftimate,. while they held 
the jagheers, by making it the condition of 
the refymption, that they fhould regeive ja 
penfign equal to the amount of thof pof- 
Seffians, in equal monthly payments: and 
thefe, for the fulleft fecurity, were made 
payable fiom the produce of the Company:s 
affignments. The hoarded treafures of the 
Begums, at the requeft of their fon and 
grandion, to whom they belonged by the 
right of hereditary fucceffion, were alfo re- 
fumed; by which means the Nabob was en- 
abled ta pay, the airears of fubfidy due from 
Oude for the protection of the Company, 
which furnifhed a very feafonable and ne- 
ceflary fupply for the fupport of, his own 
authority, by that of the Britith government 
in India. But this was not effected with- 
outa temporary confinement of two eunuchs, 
confidential fervants of the Begums, and 
even {ubyefting them, for a fhort time, to 
the rigour, and.indighity of irons, The yfual 

ZL 4 and 
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1783 .and, neceflasy fubfftence, ton, was-.sith- 
held from, theinfgrior, womed ant]. children 
of the ate, Nabob Spjgh-a)-Dowlah, . for 
fore, days;;.,an act, of crusty, which ofigi- 
nated, am the negligence af; the Phoufdar: af 
Lutteefpgor, and which was removed. by the 
interference of the Bntifh officers.- ,Je-ean- 
not be imputed in any degree to-thasGoyer- 
nor-General, who was entirely ignorant. of, 
it til it was over, 


The fuccefeful vigour of Mr. Hattings, 
the alacrity with which he was fupperted- 
by our military ftations, the rapidity swith 
which his collected force quathed rebellion, 
and exalted the power of his country on sts 
ruins, excited the aftonifhment, of India, 
and the admiration of Europe, Bug the 
exultation of a great party in the Houle of 
Commons, on this occafion of triumph, 
was loft in compaffion for Cheyt Sing, the 
imprifoned eunuchs, and the Begums; in 
indignation againit the Governor-General, 
whom, they compared to .Nero,, Cortez, 
Pizasrp, and other odious tyrants and ia 
melancholy forebodings of that ruin aan 
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the awakened refeitnitht of all the mative ¢782. 
Pritices muit foon tnvolve, if they had hét 
already involeed the Britith interefts in Int 
dia. They expatiated on the royal blood” 
of Cheyt Sing, ‘atid betwailed the hardthips 
of the Ptihceffes-of Ouide, whofe advanced: - 
years, tedder fex, and reclufe manner of lifes” 
rendered: thetn very unfit perfons to wage 
war with a difciplined European army.— 
They denied that the:e was the leaft reafon 
for imputing rebellious defigns to Cheyt 
Singer the Begums, and found fault with 
whatéver kind o1 degree of evidence was 
alledzed er produced of hoftile intentions or 
actions. If the teftimony of Hindoos was — 
produced, "they were under the influence of 
fear: if that of Europeans, they were under 
the impreffions either of gratitude, or the” 
hope of favour. If in any inftance the 
Governor-General aGed on the ftrength of 
public notoriety, they demanded legal evi- 
dence: if the beft evidence that could be 
obtamed was given, they conftrued the 
forefight that ubtained it into a proof of 
confeious guilt. If the friends of Mr. 
Haftings pled the difference between Afia- 
Lic 
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1782. tic aad five Epropan Governtents, they 
rephed, that, however fear might here heen. 
the tiling principle in India formarly,; they 
hadipnojested, and even: begun todnake ah * 
expenonent ofan dppofite fyfhemi fut was 
fait -that dominion, e[pecially, in: tinies of 
political danger, is beft 1etained through the 
fame maans by winch ét was acquaied, and 
that, in fuch cafes, new experaments are 
dangerous, the anfwer was, Frat juffitiay, . 
runé celum“. 


To maintain a profecution againit a mar 
allowed to poflefs many amiable quatities is 
well as great talents, unfufpected of private 
rapacity, and who, at the worft had faved 
ou: fettlements in India by drts’ tkaftly 
fimilar to thofe by which we had obtained 
them, required uncommon abilities, and 
found them. Mr. Burke, in his charge 
againft Mr. Haftings, was abfy fupported 
by imany of his polrticat'friends : but the 
moft diftinguifhed of his — was Mr, 
Sheridan. ‘ = 


ree ve Th 

© Thi mage, which may be tranflated, Ds jupice, and be 
Pre ny very jultly confidered by Mr. Hume ds an abfurd 
fattifice of the‘end to the means. ‘ 


- * by 
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Richard Brindfley ‘Sheridan, & deftendant 1782. 
of that Sheridan. whofe name is immortalized: 
in. the writings -of Dean Swift, was, dike’: 
Edmund Burke, ‘a political adveatarér, amdlia -. 
native'of Ireland, though “he was educated. 
in Enplasid, and, for feme years, under’the 
tuition'gf th learned and claffical Dodtor - 
Samuel’ Paty. He poflefed, like his il- : 
luftrious countryman, excellent qualities 
both ef body and mind, improved by a 
learned and liberal education: an expreflive 
countenance, a manly yet pleafing deport- 
ment, great infinuation and addrefs, veraf- 
tility and accommodation of manners in the 
common intercourfes of life, but, in mat- 
ters of, importance, inviolable attachment 
to his profeffed principles. He was intro- 
duced to public life by Mr, Fox ; and he 
has paid the fineft compliment that was 
ever yet made to that wonderful man’s pe- 
netration and difcernment of character. 
He was diftinguifhed, as well as Mr. 
Burke, by learning, eloquence, wit, and 
humour, and, like Mr. Burke, he majntain- 
ed unfhaken fidelity to his friends, with a 
narrow private fortune. In fhort, the 
country, the fituation and the friends of 
thefe 


te 
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s762, thefgunen, werg the fame; and their talents 


qagi-wistues measly equal in degree, , bug 
different; in kind. Though Ms, Burke 
knew bow'to exeufe the follies and, frail-, 
Gexjok hip feHoy-men, he was, from the 
fenfiuity of, his temper,, neti indifpofed 
to' remark them. Mr. Sheridan:had a 
quick apprehenfion of whatever was either 
odious or ludicrous in human life and coa-. 
duét, but, excepton the theatre he feemed too 
geod-natured to obferve it. Mr, Burke An- 
clined fomewhat to the fternne(fs of repphjican 
virtue: Mr, Sheridan to the indulgence of a 
court, They both of them feafoned- their 
erations with the pleafing exqurfiqns of 
fancy: but, while Mr. Burke often, rofe 
from Earth to Heaven, and it was nog every 
ane who accompanied him in his fight thap 
could diftinguifh the fummits of mountains 
from clouds, clear argument and, bafinefs 
were always the predominant feptures in. the 
fpreches of Mr. Sheridan. The former 
preferved his dignity by huibanding fortune ; 
the latter by defpifing it. Mr. Burke, like 
Cicero, facrificed, at his fu/cufam*, both to 
the muses, and the houfhold Goday Mr, 


* © A beautified farm. 
Sheridan, 
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Sheridan! ‘Hke Cafer, fought to relen It 178%! 
the’ heaftacof thett, refufed nothitig ‘wheit 
he ad aubhat te beftew, and, in every fitudl 
tion; ! with hid-eye fixed on ‘the objeéts of a 
lofty: aiibitiot,, waited in perfed tranquillity 
for that: Heli¢f’ which the common viciffi- 
tudes of tutnah affairs, rightly improved by 
conimanding’ gents, are wont to bring to . 
comael 
‘Mr. thd, acting the part committed 
to Hilm’by his political friends, on the 
17th of November 1782, at night, paid a 
vifit: to'a pentleman, who was known to 
have taken a very active part in favour of 
Mr: Flattings, in whofe family he had lived 
in India. This gentleman Mr. Sheridan 
had abt vifited before this night for feveral 
months, and the intimacy between them, 
thouzh’ not broken off, had long been fuf- 
perided. The exprefs and avowed purpofe 
of this vifit,' was, te tatk over the affairs of 
Mr. Haftings; and it was agreed between 
this gentleman and Mr. Sheridan, that the 
formetr fliould call on the next morning: 
upon Major Scott, to communicate what 
had 





Tem Emo ikE “or? Trane 


sby62¢ tal mela Mayor Seat whe Wee Ye. 
ied rorndeteWNtr Shida Gt AH Sidhe 
rithwdninani nel ening Heute! TREES 
-onibsiaior ade by deo pees ah 
PEA” Majer? Stet! wag!'a8 fe iiitettobd, 
- whbe the earth’ 1G HHA a ThE ole: BPinch ; 
i thse Mrs Haltings’ aight uate HuAe with 
perf Entity} wi with hats a Hb FOF whide- 
hraveb thisht Be the 
2i@hab the minifters had ‘Aiengeht : ndlighy to 
~eunrey Mik: Fox’s bill by which the’ youth - 
viHeat‘of Fadia was to be’ ‘Peftell fi fevén oth 
‘hiifonert appointed by ‘the’ fou 6f Chin. 
“aiofisy but! they knew it’ wolltd be Uppbted 
‘vat the India Houfé. © The’ donthitiony ‘thére- 
-Foresrtquited from’ Major Stott; “wasy’ ‘thiat 
othe filénds of Mr;. ‘Haftings’ fhoukt H6t4 join 
iid-the oppofition ‘to’ the bill.” ‘th teply ‘to 
this ‘comimithieation, ‘Major ‘Se te at orice 
ifid-he would ‘nét inet ME Sheridan; but 
vthat he would go t6 ete batlery or the Hour 
‘agf-Cominions; wher RE! (Houta heat’ ‘Mr. 
wn vio himfelfs aid“ he farther told the eth- 
ebodinal whe: gale tupbia ‘hit; in dniwer te 
: “dade danbe! that “werd txprefied: ‘whether 
“iNest Haftingy- would corte when YecaHled, 
as that 
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that all, the workd knew there had, beet a- 3782. 
letter upon, the table of the Court of Di- 
rectors, fince the month of Septehaber,' in 
which. he exprefsly defired them immediate- 
ly to appoint 4 fucceffor tp the government 
of Bengal. The gentleman-who waited 41p- 
on, Major Scott further told him, that): if 
the negoriation came to rothing, na- no- 
tice was to he taken of any cffer of the kind 
having been made. Mr. Fox made ‘his 
famous {peech on the 18th of -Noevem- 
ber, in which he grounded the neceffity 
for his bill upon the mifmanagement of Mr. 
Haftings, and faid, that his whole proceed- 
ing was the proceeding of a man who had 
drawn the {word, and thrown away the 
fcabbard.. The following morning, the 1gth, 
Major Scott, and the friend who had called 
. upon him, metagain, when the latter clear- 
ly declared, that after Mr. Fox’s fpeeeh, 
Mr. Sheridan had no right to expect feerpcy 
from either of them. The prefs was not 
idle : ,every paper teemed with grofs and 
anonymous abufe of Mr.Haftings, with threats 
of vengeance, and now and-then with fome- 
thing like a promife of favour, if the fridads 
of 
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2783. 6f Me. Hehings would be left active. ~ ¥n 


kG ‘to-orte of thefe parzgraphes, “Wisjor 
Seat, wporttyy and with his namewe full 
hengeltto thieaffettion, avewed, on fie #7th 
of November, -deri‘days after Mr. Sheridan 
had vifited his friends, tharhe, Majér“Scott 
wetieted the er of. .un-ak-oF oblate joe 
seBiE principal, Protided-be woithd teninte f% 
Sslamt-during the prefent attack-ipeh Me Bak 
“tivdiz Company.” This arowe® writtdé 
yabore the Committee of proprittardwe'the 
Hitdim Bouts, and inferted in-the'Mering 
Whreditte, ws snever anfwered nor“ was 
ties: perttlenian whom Mr. Sherittin ftad vi- 
fied, or Major Scott,- taved- wid & breach 
afvitdrecy:f” 
ple tiiin .}., 4 
-?Mr.: Sherkdpa®thaving fuiled- ofl. fuacett 
tw the: charactet-oF & nvposiatet,’ difplayed 
erad(Pénddet Glogtence: in’ thi -of an ac- 
Ofer -Phépare Reiundertodky was, to 
Aiéke pood the ehard of appréfiion and cru- 
oy, « ore the-part of MrHaftings, towards 
he-Pricetiel of Oftle, or, vs they were 
aankthonly hed, the Begum bf Ryzabad. 
Hie Ppoke Bx¢*hours' and arishalf without 
pasdating in his audichce any fymptamis of 
fatigue, 
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fatigue. He fhewed confummate apt ia 179% 


the arrangement of his matter, and fall an 
the conduct of the paffions; making a jut 
eftimase gf the impreffion that it wag reaa 
fonable to fuppofe what. he had -faid, in 
the different tages of his oration, had 
produced, addrefling himéelf to the sone 
of his audience, pafling by natural tranfi- 
tions from-one topic to another, relieving 
the attention by wit and humour, or com- 
manding it by glowing fentiments of camhp 
pailion and of indignation. At the cah- 


clufion of his {peech, a great number of~ 


the members had the indecency to clap theie 
hands, and to ftamp with their feet and their 
ftaves, as if they had thereby expreffed theis 
fatisfaction at a theatrical entertainment, 
Yet, although he acted the part fo proper 
ly committed to his powers, with all thie 
ability, a little recoljection would have fufe 
ficed to difcover, in many inftances, the 
weaknefs of his ground; nor would his 
eloquence haye filenced, for a time, 
almoft the whole Houfe of Commons, if 
they hag not been pre-difpofed to acquiefce, 
either in reality or in appearance, in his 

Vou. I. Aa reafoning. 


Sf? 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


1782. renfoning, Mr.-Pitt, the firft Lord of the 


Treafury, jealous of the great mind ‘of Mr.- 
Haftings, embraced with avidity ‘a pretext 
for humbling the man whom he confidered: 
as his rival, and veiled his own-hoftile fears: 
under the facred name of a regard to juftice. 

But, as he owed his ftation tothe friends, 
and to the perfonal magnanimity of Mr.? 
Haftings, in refufing to purehafe his qui- 
etus by joining a faction againft him, and- 
might ftill, perhaps, have need of fuppors. 
froht ‘the Eaft-India Company, he.mingled. 
praife with his flight cenfures, and feemed 
Willing that no heavier ftigma fhould be 
affixed to the name of Haftings' than what 
might juft He fufficieat to preclude all ideas, 
at-leaR-for & long time, of -placing his- at 
the head of the adminiftration for India.—~ 
When Mr. Pitt, after an equivocal ¢xor- 
dium, gave his voice for bringilg an im- | 
peachment againft Mr. Haftings, on the 
day after Mr. Sheridan made his f{peech, 

certam {fpectators in the gallery of the 
Houfe- of Céurmons! exprefied their fur- 
prize and difguft, in involuntary burfts of 
aftonifhment ‘and indignation. . Among 


o : ve ‘. «fhofe 
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thofe who walked out on that day, under 1782. 
the thadow of the miniftetial wing, ‘to vote 
againft Mr. Haftings, was, Mr. Henry 
Dondas, who, on ‘different occafions, 
had emphatically - acknowledged, thar, 
but for tthe ¢xertions of the Governore 
General, India mut have been loft to Gret 
Britain. Here we fhall take an opportu- 
mity of recording the following extrdorti- 
nary fact. The vote of the Houfe of Com- 
mons for recalling Mr. Haftings, abové- 
mentioned, though it originated with Mfr. 
Burke, Was moved by Mr. Dundas, who 
publicly bind repeatedly declared, that he 
did not thake his motion, though prefftd 
to make it by the importunities of Mr. 
Burke, on the pround of delinqtency. 


Other inferior charges were broficht a- 
“gainft Mr. Haftings' by inferior orators.— 
“At a time when the world waited to know 
what mark of honour the Court of Lon- 
don would beftow on the manwho hid 
faved India, Wad in fact the Britifh empire, 
Sir Janes Erfkine, one of the reprefentd- 
tives of the people, pyefued him with hof- 
.tile vengeance, for not driving an harder 
Aaz2 bargain 


She 


‘Mtfofres* or THs 


ire Maria 28 cleat dpium and bullock éon-' 


hepegtgra 
TO 
V'dBut, in the 1ilGEof il! thee’ procetiings, 
when a fingwier Yoncurrened of prejadice, 
‘faétion, and’ privite jeatou(> under the 
‘tindard ‘of the nok ‘fateinatine eloquence, 
‘aimed at the ruifi’ of MrJ:Fdaftwibe,-‘arld 
-‘GazZlied and confounded ‘the crédulous thul- 
“titude with the beldnefs of their,aflertions, 
-thé candid and confiderate part ofthe na- 
‘tion, whether in Parliament or -pivdte’ {o- 
életies, in favour of the Governor-Gerteral 
“df Bengal, urged, or liftened ‘to-fuch argu- 
“gents as thele : 


1 £«¢ In the whelé cémpals 6fitviorality' there 
(% aré two thing? principally w te confider- 
** ed :--firft, What are the fitirhenty and 
‘’Cwhat the tenor of: cofiduét (that dénomi- 
»#¢ nates oneadtion, or colr{e of actions, virtu- 
‘ 4 ons, and-the contrary vicious tvand, fecond- 
& Ty, -by what principl¢ oflaw:le-rirtile recon - 
~ % mesided and authorited; andl vite ftigma- 
 theeil and: teprobatedy ‘@bncerniiny the 
sh jaft of thefe queftions Ni rr 
‘* differed, 
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s¢ differed, and will probably-continue ,fo 2732 
‘¢ differ: but, with regard to the firft.and 
‘* moft important, they are, all of them, 
*<, very neasly, if not wholly.agreed. They 
‘“‘ afagn, as the ultimate reafon for. every 
s«. rulg which they eftablith, the neceffities 
‘‘ and the. gonyeniencies of mankind, and 
* readily udmit, that the firft and fundge 
** aental law in all political conftitutions, 
‘* is the prefervation of fociety. It has ac- 
** condingly been the uniform practice of all 
** countries, when there was a profpect of 
1 * war, @n public grounds of fufpicion, to fe- 
** cure the perfons of individuals thought to 
«« be difaffected to the ftate, by which means 
** great public calamities are prevented.— 
- “© Oa the fame ground of public utility and 
‘* advantage, villages are deftroyed, left they 
‘* fhould afford fhelter to the enemy, -It 
‘* ts true,. that, in fuch caées, reparation is 
‘* made to the inoffenfive inhabitants: and, 
‘* accordingly, separation has. been made to 
“ the Princefles, of Qude, -for the refump- 
*< tioa oftheir jegheers;. and. their hoarded 
** treafvres: belonged: .of xight, 4a their fon 
““and-erandiop,. 2g, eo 
on Aa 3 «¢ With 


Pe 
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“¢ With: “hegard to Cheyt Sing) without 
** determining whether the infurrrétion ‘at 
** Benaras was accidental or defigued,.it is 
«« fifficient to ebferve; that having ded on 
t the reftoration ‘of tranquillity with his 
$“treafures ¢6 the Rajah-of Bundle-cund, 
** he neither ‘experienced the:yigour of our 
é‘ ‘government,’ nor ‘its ‘lenity dr: jufti¢e.— 
‘* TYas‘the Britith Parliament, in.which we 
‘¢ find the men who held in their hands 
** the reins of Government, daring: that 
** confi with fo many nations, whote-af- 
«¢ flicting confequences we all feel and de- 
‘* plore, has the Britifh Miniftry and Par- 
‘* Jiament, in all cafes, made edmpenfation to 


.“© thofe who have fufferéd in the caufe of 


** England, as anrple, as eqnal, as permanent 
‘© and fecure'as that which the juftice of Mr, 
«« Haftings has granted to the Prinedffes of 
“© Afia, The Amertean Loyalifts, on the very 
© {cene, braved the fury of prevailing rebellion 


.** with an intrepidity and conftancy that re- 


<< proached that timerous and temporizing 


.** policy, that indolence and infatuation in 


:** the fervants of the crowa, beth by fea and 
““ Jand, and that cruel rage of faction, 
‘© which 
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4‘ which: anipeded the wheels ofig weak 1782. 


** sovernmestyin more forcible ftraing.than 
ithe mofh piteaus complaints that could be 
«« poursd:derth before a generous people. — 
‘* Thess ie w fubject worthy of all the Mu- 
“ fes fire, never worfe employed than in 
“* arraigning ops of their moft favoured fons! 
“In what pathetic accents might not the 
* inimitable eloquence of Burke and She- 
§ ridan reprefent the difcanfolate widow, 
*© fitting in folitary places, mourning an hud- 
if* band. flain, an infant loft ? And how eafy 
** would it be for the logical diftinGion of 
.«; Mir, Pitt, were he inclined, to find fome 
“ precedent or pretext for ranking the mif- 
“< conductof Mr. Haftings, and the fufferings 
<¢ of women whohad been reduced to the me- 
“ ceflity of accepting a yearly revenue from 
- 6 their {gn inftead of a landed eftate: how 
‘* eafy would it befor the fubtlely of Mr, Pitt 
‘* tofind fome reafon or other,for ranking the 

. © mifcondud of Mr, Haftings, and the grie- 
‘* vances of the Begums, in an order infe- 
<< rior-to the enormities that difgraced dif- 
** ferent parties in the conduct of the,Ame- 
. “rican war, and the calamities that afflict 
‘6 ed 
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$7%0.- {* edcand fill afflact the (loyal: sobjeite: of 
‘* Goeat Britain acrofs the Atlantio{ds Dees 
‘* the pittancé allqwed by Governmentyias 
‘* dn iddeninification:to‘the Loyabitts]' bear 
‘any proportion to the income ¢datmactl” 
‘€ to the Begums? Ladies fecluded from the 
** world in thereeeiies .of:a:feragtinj.dnd in 
‘¢ whofe hands political power:ani import- 
4 ance ferved:only, by nourithing a-{picit of 
‘* ambition, -to diffolve the ties.iof dsipad, : 
‘‘ and ta.embitter the fallen ftdte.of:their 
** family by domeftic difcord?. (Far. deffepemit’- 
** from® theirs is the condition of the depart. * 
**-4d families of the LoyaliftshiAged pat - 
**.sents, accuftomed to receive:theirikindsed - 
*‘ aah friends -with planty-and:hofpitality, ’- 
‘Snow in the characher of petitibness | for: 
** fome provifipa..againft tbe. fetromity fof 
‘* sydnt for thensfelves'‘ and .thotr vhidier; ° 
‘* and the terider fex Mruggling bylevdryief- ’ 
** fort to unite. that dolicney:imkbshiguity of 
‘¢ fentiment, ‘in which.they have: been bred, 
** with themecahs of felf-prefervation |-W hile 
“ feck: alijedts, rebated , to us :by -bload,i by 
‘* fonpnage,:. «manners; anc: ‘oeligson, . by 
* ftienfhip All-respaited om our: part, “and 
y - * fond 
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‘fond: enfidende mifpliced-ofhith¢irg ;Suchite 
{aot objadtsipicfent theméelvesin aievie®, * 
*¢ wheneraltub gallanwy fo Baw: Recor,’ 
°¢ avd thdwtowoch of.the: Higram:bfifayah> wk. ** 
‘¢ Dowlah? ; 

sey on? Ybabolost whad “ems auc 

¢* Gharityoemitarally: ‘begins’ ati honw.** 
“ Bhat whichs teks! objette of cerhpaftien®* 
<¢ mn nmgppofitahhemnfphere,-is (utpicaise.—<** 
‘¢ Inthe telation thatfublifts betweertfove-’' 
‘*-gorpnsaanst :theer' fubpects; if allegiance: is** 
“© temrplied on the ane-part; protection ie ped~"” 
*¢ fumed od.the other. The Loyhiafts, thera." 
‘* foxe sah ‘the affairs pf @ate; even'en whe’ 
‘‘renéatedtremi¢rpency, dre to be fquared:by 
‘“ thd abitoattedb accuracy af eternal -jubléce * 
‘‘-and aruthyihave'sn undoubted right tower’ 
‘‘tabfolutowefiiedtion jaf all they have toft,” 
$° aged bhp atioh, vas fares:that is-poffible,’* 
‘* forabthey baue fuffered. But as.:itar- ” 
“Fe wod; thia tind] reftetation, asoweall as coni-' 
‘* plete aoparatiah te.the nafortunate fylyjetts' 
‘of Britansins}Amenta, is impoibie?’ 
** Thewakds gdmitted, what political exigen-" 
‘“gies meynot dmdy fufpends but “fuperfede' 
‘4the execution of jofhige, ‘Under: this* 


ase ‘© conviction, 
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ry782. “ conviction, then, let the candi¢ mind 


*¢ sudge of the conduct of Mr. Hadtings re- 
‘“fpecting the Begums of Oude, and the Ra- 
“jab of Benaras. a 


“< Whoever imagines that, by all the 
** mildnefs we have mixed, ag, that it is 
“* pofible for us to mix with our tyranny 
** over the Princes of Afia, we thall be 
“* able to gain their confidence and affedtion, 
‘* is egrepioufly miftaken. Whatever :aro- 
‘‘ matics we may infufe in thgar ,.cup, 
“< the bitter tafte will fill fo fay, prevail as 
“* to induce a {trong defire of cafting, it from 
«* them whenever they can: and the greater 
‘« the hope of being able ta do fo, the more 
“ardent alfo will be the;defire. It is a 
** property in human nature, that any emo- 
“< tion which attends a pafiion. 1s eafily con- 
‘verted into it, though in their natures 
‘“they be originally diferent, and even 
“* contrary to each osher, Hence hope is 
*« eble not only to inflame the defire of ob- 
‘* taining any particular object, but allo to 
‘+ excite anger againft the perfon who with- 
holds it, or to, heighten it where it was 
“© before-hand the predominant paffion. 
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“a To govern reduced provinces, efpeti- £782. 
5‘ ally fixch as are remote frém the feat of 
** pevertiineht, ‘by flackening the curb of 
‘* power, and granitng a few indulgencies 
‘© to a fubjected people, imperious nations 
‘‘ have always found to be dificult, and 
“‘ror the moft part impofiible. After 
‘s what has 46 recently paffed in America 
£6 awd in Treland, we cannot be at a lofs ta 
judge of the effects of partial conceffion. 
“Every degree of liberty indulged to men 
‘* tends to produce at once a defire, anda 
“* fenft of their natural right, to enjoy it in 
‘* its full extent. 


‘© It was through the grand-mother of 
*¢ Afoph-ul-Dowlah, as was juftly obferved 
** by the accufers of Mr. Haftings, that he 
‘* fucceeded to the rank and power of the 
‘‘ Nabob Vizier, fhe being the daughter 
“and only heir of the antient Soubah. 
‘‘ She is allowed to be a woman of an 
** high fpirit ; and her pride is naturally 
‘«* heightened by the recollection of her an- 
** ceftry and of former times. She therefore 
** confidered the Englith as the oppreffors of 


é ‘6 her 
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1782. & hen fantily, and the udurpers,af its, inke- 
*‘ritance. Tike sefantment whieh fhenntu- 
‘< rally entertained againft our nation, there 
** wes teafon iter dread, would be iffamed 
by the hope of gratifiaation.: « She was 
** not uninformed of the Gtuatioa of affairs 
*¢ in the wefteun world. Ths growns of that 
*¢ monarch, whofe power fhehad lang equal- 
‘¢ ty dreaded and detefted, fearned now to tot« 
s* ter on his head; and that of Amerigésaad 
* already fallen. The French, the Spant« 
«< ards, the Dutch, the three greatest mari- 
‘S4imae powers in the world next to our- 
** felves, whoie ftrength was but too well 
« known in theeaft, preffed with their uni- 
“Stel weight on the Enghth, and the 
4° Qandard of revolt began to be raifed in 
“ Beraras. In fuch eircumftances whet 
** copfdence could Mr. Haftings repofe in 
the attachment of: the high-{pirited Be- 
“sum, or what.in her numerays fubjects? 
‘* Mankind are governed by dpinion ; and 
* the opision by which they are governed 16 
two-fold: an-opinion of intereft, and an 
opinion of sight. Ideas of «ight, have 
“f en mfiuence on the minds of meg which 
., 66 have 
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¢ have sheen ‘fond, in ome tafancesy! te 
* prevail does thoft of inverett. nS 


- 80 Honce iblalt wationsy and in‘none more 
‘¢ thadin Great-Britam, ‘Chiefs have been 
* found, vei, int the full poifeffion of: their 
§* srivilebws ‘aad ‘fortune, ‘have flown to the 
*< Mandatd! of exiled Princes, followed-: by 
‘* Hands of voluntary vaflals. But in Afia, 
6 Wheraithe reverence to ‘royal blood’ is 
‘Sjoned? than in Europe, and where the 
‘$ ospéeftions of Europeans, compared with 
‘“.thof the people fuffer under their na- 
“tive princés, are preater; in Afia, where 
‘f all‘ranke af men are divided againft us by 
‘an-opinior both of right and intereft, and 
** realy! to’ ftdrt into a pofture of hoftality 
‘on every’' Gécdfion where there is any 
“* peolpat of fuecels, and in circumftances 
“* fo fall of alurm, why ‘fhould Mr. Haf- 
** tines deem itiictethble.that the Princefies 
““ of Oude fhould join the general confpiracy 
“ofthe world-againf{ Great Britain, or 
** feck fortheories by which he might recon- 
eile hoftile appearances with benevolent 
ies dntkations-? Is not our government over 
‘y. “* the 
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1782. ** the natives of Andin, whatever palliatives 


<< we may: apply-orprojedt, in reality ‘defpo- 
“de? Is not the firlt principle of 'def- 
‘‘ndtifin, jealdufp of its’ fubjedis?' Was 
‘“s@here no ground” ef jealowfy, jealoufy 
“«* heightened beyond the pitch of its ufval 
“‘ vigilance, in the'cir¢umftances in which 
“© the Governor-General of Bengal’ was pla-- 
** ced towards the clofe of the year r781 ? 
*¢ If there was, is his country, which his’ 
<¢ fervices have fo eminently contributed 
*“¢ to fave, to make no allowance for’ the 
‘* force, for the violence with which reports 
‘¢ of military preparations muft have: fallen 
‘* on a mind anxious for the prefervation of 
<° ali that was committed to the exertion of 
** its powers ? If there weré aittortp his’ col- 
*€ leagues in. the -Company’s~ fervite, mén 
*¢ who were perfeGly undifturbed amidét 
¢4. growing alarms, there-was the thore reafon 
‘for Mr. Haftinps to be vigifant:' On the 
“* one: -hand,-vit was at -léalt ~probable 
‘<ehat-a revolt was begin! tf the pro- 
«vince -df Ondeias well adh 'Beriaras, 
‘Sand mete ‘tian’ probable “that * i! whs 

interidod: ' oxi’ che deen! “3¢*Wae HATE 

“ that 
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“that the reports conceraing the _oenlers-1782. 


‘ and.defigne of the Begums might be falle: 
“If the. fears of the Governor-Genem! 
<¢ fhould prove to be groundiefs, and that, 
‘© in feizing phe zefources:of the Begums, he 
*t fhould, commit an injury, that injury 
‘* might afterwards be repaired; but if, on 
“the prefumaption that their intentions, 
* notwithftanding all appearances to the 
‘¢ contrary, were pacific, he fhould forbear 
“«to act ashe did, the empjre of Great 
«¢ Britain ia the Eaft might be loft. 


‘© In our wars with the houfe of Bour- 
** bon, have we not been accuftomed, on 


‘« the appearance of hoftilities on the part 


<“‘ of that kingdom, to anticipate an attack - 


‘¢ by making.one? Is this conduct to be 
‘“* condemned? Are the minifters who fol- 
“‘ lowed it with fuccefs to be impeached, and 
** thofe who, notwithftanding the commu- 
“* nications from Lord Stormont when am- 
‘‘ baffader at Paris, neglected it to the dif- 
** prace of Britain, to be promoted.and ho- 
** noured? ‘Was not the cendud of Mr. 
“ne exattly.in the fpirit of the great 
«¢ Karl 
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1782. “ Earl of Chatham, when, being appre- 


. hen Gve of the defigns of Spain, he riobly 


“*-dared to defpife vain forms, and bye fud- 
*8den blow to ‘prevent their execution !—- 
“ And whether are we to reprobate the 


-*€ memory of the father, or to approve the 


‘6 been! policy of the fon; who, as if he 
*‘ were born to refute the dodtrine that the 


6 qualities of the mind are hereditary as 


*¢ well as thofe of the body, condemns in 
«* Mr. Haftings what raifed his cea 
«* to immortal honour ? 


' © Though the Begums of Oude lived 
‘* under the protection of our ally, and were 
“in fa& our fubjects, they were divided 
** from the Englith by all thofe circum- 
*ftances of diverfity which commonly 
¢¢ prove the fources of animofity and con- 
#* teft among nations. Though overborne 
*€ by fuperior power, the unconquerable 
** will remained of fhaking off the Englith 
< yoke: and who, rtafoning on the princi.” 
s* ples of the law of nature, will affirm that 
“‘ they had not a right to- {purn it if they 
§¢ could-?: ‘The very circumftence of their 

«* fubjection. 


ea ** * hs 
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a ‘ ubisttion., wag, a.zegfon why. we. fhould 1782, 
te * Pe J wont, their endeayours ta overturn 
antes RIF More, points of oppo- 
; ‘fidjonyhesween sheng. and, the- Brititlyna~ 
£. 11900, , between.,thg, Britifh. nation 
ss — the. pa eal their minds 
were, Rail equally haftile. “What 6 
“ the magia then, in the name of God, of 
“¢ their being our friends, allies, or fubjects, 
Me « that fhould fuperfede the propriety of con~ 
re fidering what are their real inclinations, 
*‘and what their power in all fitua- 
*<.tions when vigilance becomes the firft 
<‘ duty,.of a ftatefman, when jealoufy be- 
F comes.a vartue? The only queftion,, is, 
*“ concerning ,the different degrees .of.the 
‘< dangers, which threatengd Great Britain 
* from, the Spaniarge in 1762, and from 
“ the Princes, of india in 4781. And here 
an opportunity, is prefeated of difplaying 
“* the ftribing cantraft between the glorjous 
** fuccefigs of the Englith arms in the for= 
-, mer period,, and the misfortunes. which 
"* menaced yr, independence inthe latter. 
*< But it is faperfluons toalmellt on: fe fertile 
a theme... For who that, difmiffing the 
Vor, I. Bb ‘« jllufions 
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*§ illufians of the imagination, ,yields to the 
‘“¢ condu& of his underftanding, does ,not 
“* perceive the abfurdity and injuftice of ap- 
‘* plguding the vigour, promptitude, and 
‘* prevention of the Earl of Chatham in 
‘* times of national {plendour pafullied by a 
<‘ cloud, and condemning the fame quali- 
“* ties and a fimilar courfe of condu¢t in Mr. 
«« Haftings, when condenfing ftorms feemed 
‘* ready to wreck the ftate on recks and 
“* fhoals, or overwhelm it in the troubled 
** ocean 


‘* Suppofing, not granting, that there was 
** not fufficient evidence to convict the Be- 
‘* gumseither of rebellious actions or defigns, 
‘* before an ordinary court ef juftice in ordi- 
“‘nary cafes, yet if the fiiuatian of affairs 
‘was fuch, that either the public fafety 
‘© muft be ruined, or fome facrifice or other 
‘* made for its prefervation, it was the duty 
‘“* of Mr. Haftings to make fuch a facrifice: 
‘* and if there was an option of facrifices i 
“« was alfo his duty to fix on that which was 
“‘ the matt effectual for obtaining its end, 
“and | which could ” made with the leat 


re <: . ‘© violation, 
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¢¢ violation, or appearance Of violation, of 1782. 


juftice. 


«¢ But to: refume the jagheers (an equi-~ 
« valent being intended), and to feize the 
& treafures of the Begums, was the moft 
‘¢ effectual facrifice that could be made. 
‘It was alfo that which could be made 
*¢ with the leaft violation, or appearance of 
‘¢ violation, of juftice: for there was at 
** leaft a degree of probable evidence that 
‘* thofe Begums entertained hoftile defigns 
‘“‘ againft the Englith, and that they had 
‘© even begun to carry them into execution : 
‘« therefore, the meafures taken by Mr. 
“« Haftings, on the emergency in queftion, 
‘* were, in all refpects, the moft proper that 
“© could have been poflibly imagined. If 
‘* they were improper, let the Englifh na- 
‘** tion reftore their treafures to the Bea 
“* gums. 


© The governments in Afia are defpotic, 

‘* and it is by fummary proceedings alone, 
** and a ftrong arm, by which, in their pre~ 
‘* fent moral condition, they can be govern< 
Bbh2- ‘* ed. 
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1782. “ed. ‘Fo introduce new forms of goverrt< 


*¢ ment into nations, if practicable at all, is 
“« the work of time. Attempts were made 
‘to introduce at once liberty into Ryfia, 
“' but they proved abdrtive; and, in like 
«¢ manner, the fteps that have been taken to 
«« introduce the Englifh law into India have 
‘* been attended with great confufion, and 
*‘ been productive of much inconvenience 
*¢ and mifchief. It is found difficult to 
*¢ govern the Hindoos by our Jaws, even in 
‘‘ times of profound peace. What then 
‘* was Mr. Haftings to do in times of infi- 
“* nite difficulty and danger ? In proportion 
‘* to the embarraffments of the Englith, the 
** ideas and pretenfions of the native princes 
“ of India naturally revived. The novelty 
* and the odioufnefs of our inftitutions were 
“ more fenfibly felt; the fanétions by which 
“they were eftablifhed were weakened ; 
“¢ and all things feemed rapidly to revert 
“* to that fituation in which we found In- 
‘¢ dia, when, under the pretence of being 
“the treafarers and tax-gatherers of the 
‘« Great Mogul, we extended cur power 
* over fo many provinces of Afia. 


ss The 


LATE WAR IN ASIA. 389 


“The Britith power in India was only 1 782 
“‘ of an artificial kind, the who'e mafs of . . 
«¢ numbers, and opinion of right being againft 
“it. If the truth muft be told, it was 
‘* purely defpotic, and depended, for its ef- 
« ficacy, on the principle of rgar. Should 
«¢ the preflure and weight of Government 
<* be leffened, the fire, which was fmo- 
«* thered only by that weight and -preffure, 
‘« muft break out with an explofion fatal 
‘* to the oppreffors. The feeble, the par- 
“‘ tial, and varying attempts that had been 
“‘ made to eftablith a new order of affairs, 
‘‘had not formed fuch a ftrength of Go- 
‘‘ vernment as could be depended on in a 
‘“‘new and unprecedented fituation, big 
‘¢ with danger and final deftru@idh. The 
‘* artificial mounds by which we had fome~ 
‘* times endeavoured, and might yet pro- 
“* pofe to confine and lead the ftream of po- 
‘‘pular opinion, would give way ta that 
** form which was ready to fall, and reftore 
“* all things to their ufual, and their deepeft 
“‘ channel. it és juftly obferved by the ko- 
*© man Hiftorian Salluf, that dominion 1s 
** eafily preferved by the fame means through 
— Bos , . © which 
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1782. “ which it wds gained. On the oceafion 
of an extraordinary and alarmin’ conjune- 
*“‘ ture ih India, the Governor-General of 
““ Bengal reverted to the principles by 
¢¢ which our dominion there had been both 
“ acquired and firpported, and provided for 
‘‘ the public fafety by expedients, which, 
‘* in times of tranquillity, and in European 
** Governments, might be deemed violent 
“* andirregular, but which, in the circum- 
«* {tances in which he was placed, were 
** proper, becaufe they were neceflary. He 
© burft through the cob-web fublimations 
“<< of cafuifts, which cannot, in all cafés, 
“< confiftently with the beft ends of 
ee oe ment, be reduced to practice, and 


*¢ left faction to blame, his country to judge, 
© and the world to admire him.” 


But among thofe who, on the whole, 
admured the character, and approved the con- 
duct of Mr. Haftings, there were not a few 
who, under the conviction, that the proofs of 
premeditated rebellion in Oude and Benaras 
were vague and imperfect, regretted that the 
GovernoreGeneral did notopenly avow the 

neceffity 
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neceflity of feizing for the public fafety, mo- 1782. 
ney, wherever he could find it. Without 
entering either into the defigns of Chevt 
Sing and the Begums of Fyzabad, or inte 
the opinion that Mr. Haftings might be 
fuppofed, on probable evidence, to enter- 
tain coneerning thofe defigns, and to con- 
fine our views merely to local circumftan- 
ces and political advantage, it is obvious that, 
to have acknowledged a neceffity, on the part 
of Great-Britain, to feize the wealth of indi- 
viduals, would have undermined that power 
which it was intended to fupport. It would 
have anounced our extreme neceffities to all 
India: thé natives would have made no 
diftinction between an act of rapacity, and 
a feizure of property in the nature of a loan, 
or apromiffary note or bond; and the whole 
circulation of the country would at once 
have fhrunk and difappeared. Mr. Hajftings, 
even when. the clamour excited againft him 
was at the higheft pitch, was, on the whole, 
juftifed by men of integrity and fenie on 
this ground, In this, unprejudiced men, 
of all denominations agreed. The propri- 
etyof Mr. Haftings’s conduct was admitted 
Bbh4 by 
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1782. by the moft diftinguithed lawyers, foldiers, 


and c@untry gentlemen. It was aflerted by 
the manly fenfe as well as metaphyfical acu- 
men of Lord Thurlow; by the the folid 
jedgment and liberal views of. Lord Hood ; 
and the fair and juft conftructions of Mr. 
Dempfter. In reality, even without makisg 
allowance for Afiatic manners and cuftoms, 
there was nothing in the condudt of Mr. 
Hattings that was not perfectly confonant ta 
common fenfe and the practice of all nati- 
ans. It readily occurs asa natural and in~ 
centrovertible maxim, that the dependants 
of an empire, who have flourifhed under its 
aufpices in the days of its profperity, fhould 
contribute to its fupport in the hour of dif- 
ficulty anddanger. It was thus, that, about 
twenty years ago, the Britifh Parliament 
impofed arbitrary taxes on the Americans. 
If we abftra& certain accsdental circumftan~ 
ces of maral and political fituation, there 
‘was not any matteria] difference betwixt the 
cafe of the Zemindar, William Penn, and 
that of the Rajah Cheyt Sing. It thould 
be recorded, at the fame tame, that-there 
wasan unaffected, though vague and undew 

fined 
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fined fympathy with the opprefied Hinsloos, 1792. 
that pervaded the nation. Yet neither fhould: 
it he omitted, that Mr. Fox was almoft 
the only man, who had confiftency enough 
to talk ferioufly of reftoring CheytSing to: 
his Zemindasy: and not one man ever pro- 
pofed ta returm their treafures to the Begums. 
The fad is, the progrefs of luxury, in this, 
as in other nations, keeps pace with that 
of humunity. We feel a little for the Hin-: 
docs, but we would feel more from the 
want of thofe advantages which we have 
been accuftomed to draw, by all means in 
our power, from their country, 


As inthe courfe of thefe Memoirs, it 
has been to often neceflary to introduce the 
name of Mr. Haftings, who was, in fac, 
the great fupporter of the Britith interefts in 
India, during a long and moft arduous 
ftruggle, it may be expected that we fhould 
give the world a more particular account of 
this extraordinary man. 


Mr. Haftings is the fon of a clersyman 
eof the church of England, and was born at 
Darlesford, 
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1782. Darlesford, in Worcefterfhire,- the feat of 


his anceftors for many generatidns, m the 
year 1732. His family is one of the oldeft 
and the moft refpeGable in that county: 
but having taken part with Charles the Firft 
during the civil ‘wars, many of its poffeffions 
were fold, and the produce expended in the 
fervice of that unfortunate Monareh. Four 


‘manfions near Barford, in Oxfordfhire, are 


now in the poffeffion of the lineal defcend- 
ant of Mr. Lenthal, the Speaker, which 
were made over to that gentleman, in order 
to preferve Darlesford, which had been in 
the family of Haftings fince the year 1250, 
as appears by Doctor Nafh’s Antiquities of 
Worcefterfhire. The laft portion of their 
patrimonial eftates was fold by the grand- 
father of Mr. Hattings, to Sir John Knight; 
and his father dying when he was young, 
Mr. Haftings was left under the care of an 
uncle, Mr. Howard Haftings, who {ent 
him to Weftminfter fchoel, where he was 
diftinguifhed as an excellent {cholar, and 
went into College, the head of his election, 
in the year 1746. He there gave the firit 
proofs of thofe ‘* uncommon abilities,” 
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as Mr. Francis calls them, which have 8c. 
diftinguifhed him throngh life-—nor was he 
more retnarkable as a {cholar, than for per- 
fonal intrepadity. His uncle dyingin the 
yeat.1749, Mr. Haftings was left under 
the guardianfhip of Mr. Crifwicke, an Eaft- 
India Direftor, who appointed him a writer 
to Bengal, much againét the inclination of 
of Doé&er Nichol, the Head Mafter of 
Weftminfter, who entertained fo high an 
opinion of little Warren Haftings, as he 
called him, that he offered himfelf to eda- 
eate him at Oxford. 


Mr. Haftings arrived in Bengal in the 
year 1750, when the Englith poffeffed nei- 
ther territory nor power in Hindoftan.— 
He was in the interior parts of Bengal when 
Calcutta was taken by Surajah Dowlah, in 
the year 1756, and was allowed his liberty 
at Manhedabad, a fingular mark of the 
efteem in which his character was at that 
time held. At the capture of Calcutta by 
Colonel Clive and Admiral Watfon, he 
ferved as a volunteer in the arm;, and be- 
ing the firit Englifhman in Bengal who 

{poke 
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3782. fpoke the Perfian language, he ‘facceeded 


Mr, Scrafton an the year 1758, as: Refident 
at the Court of Meer Jaffier, one of the 
moft confiderable offices in Bengal. 


Here Mr. Haftings remained until he 
ebtained 2 feat in the Council of Calcutta. 
Ele quitted India in the year 1765, ‘with an 
vnblemifhed reputation, and a fortune fo 
snoderate, as only to entitle him to lodgings 
in Effex-ftreet in the Strand. 


Difappointed in his hopes of returning to 
India, he had formed a plan, in concert 
with the late Doctor Samuel Johnfon, of 
founding a Profefforfhip for the ftudy of the 
Perfian language at Oxford; but a change 
foon after taking place in the Eaft-Indis 
Direction, he was appointed fecond in the 
Council at Madras, in the year 1749, and 
erdered to facceed to that Government.— 
In the year 3771, the Directors removed 
him to a country with which he was bet- 
ter acquainted, and he became Governor- 
General of Bengal in the year 1772. 


He 
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Fe foon found that Lord Clive had fta- 1734, 
ted the revenues of the company teo-high, 
and the expentes of government too low: 
The Eaft-India Company, by paying an- 
nually four hundred thoufand pounds to the 
ftate, dividing twelve per cent. on their capi2 
tal, and receiving bills from Bengal toa 
véry large amount, were reduced, in a féa~ 
fon of profound peace, to the neceffity of aps 
plying to parliament for relief, and Lord 
North feized this opportunity of affuming 
the management of their affairs: an act of 
ufurption which has been tran{mitted to 
pofterity by the proteft which was made on 
that occafion by the Dukes of Portland and 
Richmond, the Lords Rockingham and 
Fitzwillam, and other members of oppo« 
fition. Mr. Haftings did not expofe the 
alarming neceffities of the Company with. 
out taking meafures for fupplying them *. 


The 


* The difpates which at prefert prevail m 4 neipbouring 
kingdom, prefent, at this lage of our narrative, fome pointe 
of comparifon. Mr. Neekar over-rated the revenues of 
Frarice, ahd under-rated the pablic debts and expenditure, 
A demand was made of extraordinary taxes to fupply the de- 

deficiency 


998 
1782. 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


The Mogul, .before the return of Mr. 
Haftings to Bengal, had withdrai#n him- 
felf from the Company's protection, and 
thrown himfelf into the arms of the Mar- 
rattas. The Governor-General, therefore, 
withheld from that Prince the tribute ftipu» 
lated as a condition of his amity, and con- 
cluded a very advantageous treaty with 
the Nabob Vizier, Sujah-ul-Dowlah, by 
which a part of that treafure which had 
been fo abfurdly exported frem Bengal, 
was brought again into circulation. A fec- 


deficiency in the revente, under the fan@ion of the Notables, 
and advantage was t2ken of this circumftance to wrelt if 
poflible the impofition of taxes from the crawn, and there- 
by to introduce an innovation in the moft important branch 
of legifiation. So natural it is for popular affemblies, as 
well, as kings, to {eize every opportatiity of extending their 
power ! 

Mr. Haftings, from the fame comprelienfive view, and mi- 
hute acquaintance with the Companys affairs that qualified 
him to point out the diftemper in their ftate, was alfo enabled 
to effect the remedy. Mr. de Cafonne, who difcovered the 
public embarraffments of France, and beft knew their ori- 
gin and progrefs, was the moft proper perfon in the kingdom 
fer retrieving them, and in all probability, he would have 
retrieved them, if he had not been abandoned in the midh 
of his procefs for this pur pofe. 


cefsful 
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cefsful war with the Rohillas, founded on thei 382. 


breach of, treaty, by the cnqueft of: a rich 
but hoftile country, extended and fecured 
the frontiers of the Nabob Vizier our ally, 
and added fifty lacks of rupees to the Com- 
pany’s treafures. : 


Mr. Haftings, by his regulations of the 
public offices, of the collections, and hy 
yarious other ceconomical reforms, which, 
notwithftanding the difficulties that retarded, 
aud the temporary odium that accompanied 
and followed it, he had effected in the {pace 
of thirty months, with the fupply of treafure 
juft mentioned, raifed the reputation of the 
Government of Bengal to the higheft pitch. 


It was this profperous ftate of the Com- 
pany’s affairs in Bengal, at his acceffion to 
the chair deemed irretrievable, which en- 
abled him_to make thofe exertions of which 
fome account has been given, for the fup- 
port of our other eftablifhments in India, 
and, in {pite of the formidable confederacy 
that aflailed us in every quarter, to imprefs 


OR 
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2784, Uti the hinds of ‘the Princes of india a fits 


perftitious dtead of the name of Hlaftings. 


The Governor-General had refieved the 
inctimbrances aud improved the revenue of 
Bengal, drawn off the Nizam and the Rajah 
of Berar from the confederacy againft the 
Englifh by ftrokes of policy, and Madajee 
Scindiah by force of arms, effected a peace 
with the Marrattas, carried relief to Ma- 
tras, and, by well-timed fuccours, enabled 
the Bombay government to divert the My- 
forean armies from the Carnatic, and was 
continuing his efforts for the welfare and, 
glory of his nation, when the Grey-hound 
Packet arrived with difpatches from the 
Court of Directors, tending to perfuade 
tvery man in Bengal, that the removal of 
Mr. Haftiugs was neither diftant nor evit- 
able. 


fe had long borne up under this counter- 
ation, but conceiving now that there 
was a determination to force him from 
Bengal, and that, without fupport from 
home, he could not expect to conduct the _ 
" public 
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public affairs with fuccels, he fent a letter 1383. 
to the Directors, on the 21ft of March, 
1783, in which he briefly touches, with juft 
confidence, both on the fuceefs of his mea- 
{ures amidft the dangerous viciffitudes inci~ 
dent to an unfettled and undefined Govern« 
ment, and the rectitude of the motives from 
whence they fprung; complains of an uni-~ 
form counteraction from thofe very powers 
from whom he derived his authority, and 
who were bound to fupport it: and detires. 
them to obtain an early nomination of a 
perfon to fucceed him in the government of 
Fort William, declaring that it is his in- 
eention, after allowing a competent time for 
the choice of a fucceffor, to refign the fer- 
vice. But he added, thatif, in tne inter- 
mediate time, they fhould proceed to order. 
the reftoration of Cheyt Sing to the Ze- 
mindary from which, by the powers he le-_ 
gally poffefied, and conceived himfelf bound 
to affert, he had expelled him, and that 
their council fhould refolve to execute 
their orders, he would inftantly give up 
his ftation. The Court of Proprietors, 
on the receipt of this letter by the Direc- 
Vor. I. Ce tors, 
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248z. tors, voted thei thanks to Mr. , Haftings 


forihis:fervices,; to which they-added are- 
queft, that he would not refign until the 
complete reftoration of peace, and the ef- 
tablifhment of the fipuleted amraegenients 
“in India. 


| By this time Mr. Fox, tiem Seoretary.-of 
State, had formed the plan of :bringing the 
odgomplete management of India :under.the 
controulofadminiftration. Toeffes this, vir. 
- Haftings was reprefented as a man who had 
formed connections dangerous to the-in- 
. terefts of Great Britain, and it was faid that 
she had fo far mifmanaged India, .as:to make 
it abfolutely neceffary both -tb recall hip, 
and to annihilate the Company? Mr. Pitt 
on this occafton joined moft gdrtlially with 
. the friends of Mr, Haftings, and- Mr. Fox 
,and his bill fhared the fame fate. ‘The 
friends of the Governor fcogned to ftipulate 
- any conditions eather for themfelves or for 
him ; the confeqnence of which was, that 
aMr., Haftings, on his rcetura, became an 
:@bjet of wengeance ta a defeated party.— 
>dBus. shefe.political intrigues have caxsied.us 


% far 
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far beydnd that point of the-war in India, 1762. 


from which they have diverted our sine 
tion, ' 


A private letter from Mr. Haftings, Go- 
vernor-General of India, to Lord Matart- 
ney, Prefident of the Council of Madras, 
informed his Lordfhip that peace was ¢on- 
cluded with the Marrattas. This intelli- 
gence was announced with the firing of the 
dans in tamip, and the artillery of Fort St. 
George, on the 29th day of June, 1782. 
Sir Eyre Coote, invefted withthe powers of 
peace or war, required Hyder to accede to 
"the treaty, with intimation, that if he did not 
reftore all the forts fe had taken, and at 
the end of fix months evacuate the Carna- 
tic, the Marratta arms were to be joined, 
for the purpofe of compelling him, to thofe 
of the Englith, On this Lord Macartney 
was alarmed, and, in order to participate, at 
leaft,in-whatever honour or advantage might 
be found in this pacificatory negotiation, 
acquainted Hyder, that without their con- 
currence and mediation, no permanent 
treaty, or temporary convention, would be 

Cc2 valid, 
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valid, , What, effect this interference muft 
have produced on ‘the difcerning mind of 
Hlyder-Ally, it is ‘impoflible fo te i, but not 
difficult to conjecture, 


re The General, with a view to counteract 
the alarming induftry, and to be ata dif- 
tance from the eye of Lord Macartney, left 
Madras on the 1{t of July, and on the bu- 
finefs of peace, approached to Hyder. The 
Khan, grown old in Afiatic arts, amulfed 


and detained him in the neighbourhood of 


Vandewath, till our army had confumed not 
only their own rice, but that alfo which was 


for the ufe of the garrifon. Having gained. 


‘this point, he fuddenly required time for the 
better adjuftment of preliminaries, and with- 
drew his vakeel, leaving the General wholly 


‘in the dark concerning his intentions. ir 
_Eyre Coote returned with the army to 


Madras. 


A combined attack on Negapatam had 
been planned by Hyder and the French Ad- 
‘miral ; to favour which, by detaining the 
amy, the former amuled | our people with 

the 
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the hopes of peace. His artifice, however, 14$2, 


was foiled by the chances of war. Suffrein, 
in failing for Negapatam, was defcried by 
the Englifh fleet, and in fpite of every at- 
tempt to gain the roads without fighting, 
he was, by the mafterly manceuvres of his 
opponents, forced to give them battle. At 
three o’clock, on the 3d of July, the 
Englith Admiral left the road of Negapa- 
tam, ftietching fouthward with his fqua- 
dron all that evening and night, in order to 
gain the wind of the enemy. He effected 
his purpofe, and by day-break gave fignals 
for forming the ling. About eleven, the 
engagement became clofe and general, and 
continued fo till half paft twelve, when the 
I'rench line appeared greatly difordeied, {e- 
veral of their thips having fuffered feverely 
both in their hulls and rigging. At the mo- 
ment when victory feemed ready to declare 
decifively for the Britifh flag, a fea breeze 
{pringing up refcued the enemy from im- 
pending ruin. Our line was thrown into 
diforder, and Suffrein effected a mafteily 
retreat, fighting his beft fhips to piotedt 
thofe which had fuftained the greateft da- 

Cc 3 mage. 
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1782, mage. Thevittors remained floating about 


in the utmott confufion, without being able 
to renew the attack, The next day, the 

French, without the lofs of a finple thip, 
elcaped to Cuddalore. From this nomii- 
ngl victory no advantage refulted s ahd it 
was accompanied with the lofs of Captain 
Dunbar Maclellan, an officer, for his na . 
val and military abilities, defervedly in high 
eftimation, He commanded the flag thip, 
and was fhot through the heart early in the 


engagement. 


@ 


Sir Edward Hughes, after informing the 
garrifon of Negapatam that the danger 
which threatened them was retarded, for a 
feafon at Jeaft, brought his {quadron to the 
roads of Madras, where he was joined by 
the Scepter, a new fhip of fixty-four guns, 
belonging to Sir Richard Bickerton’s fleet. 


The defigns of Suffrein againft Trinco- 
malé bejng known, or fufpected, it was de- 
termined to reinforce that important place. 
Accordingly, about the firft of Auguft, the 
Scepter and Monarch, ships of the line, 

with 
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with about, two, hundred troops, failed on 1782. 


that exprdititon, leaving the reft of the 
{gaudron for,repairs in the roads of M adras. 
Two days after the departure of this rein 
forcement, Sir Edward was informed, that 
the Freneh, Admiral, with his fleet, had left 
Cuddalpre on the firft day of the month. 

On the 16th, the Coventry, a frigate of twen- 
four guns, arrived from Bombay. Captain 


Mitchell, her commander, reported, that he 
had by the way engaged the Bellona, a 


French fhip of forty guns, off Friar’s-hood, 
on the ifland of Ceylon ; that after a fevere 
conflict of two hours and a half, the Bel- 
Jona fled towards the French fleet, confifting 
of twenty-three fail, in’ Battacola road ; and 
that the Coventry had fuffered fo much in her 
tmaits and rigging, as not to be able to over- 
‘take her, The Scepter and Monarch re- 
turned with information, that they had fourid 
Suffrein off Trincomalé harbour, and had 
with difficulty efcaped. Atlength, on the 
arf, Sir Edward Hughes having compleat- 
ed his tedious repairs, {et fail to protect Trin- 
comale, to fight Suffrein, or, if neceffary, 
Cog. to 
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1782. to co-operate with the army in, the intended 


attack on Cuddalore, : 


" Hyder having marched, to the Tanjore 
country, found that, the defeat of Suffrein 
had fruftrated their intendeg . qperations 
againft Negapatam, He therefore return- 
ed, directing his march towards his maga- 
zine at Arnce. This movement being re- 
ported to the Britifh army, the General 
took the alarm, being apprehenfive of dan- 
ger to the fort of Vandewafh. Abandon- 
ing, for the prefent, his defigns on Cudda- 
lore, he advanced a day’s march towards, 
the fort: but receiving intelligence that 
very evening from the commanding officer, 
that Hyder had paft the Arneé river, he re- 
fumed his original route, and, en the 6th 
of September, encamped on the Red-hills 
of Pondicherry, the place of rendezvous 
appointed for the enemy’s fhipping. Two 
days paft, without the appearance of any 
fhips, or any accounts of them. But, on 
the third, certain notice arrived, that Suf- 
frein’s active valourhad reduced Trincomalé: 
and foon after, a frigate brought intelligence, 
that 
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that the two fleets had foucht a fourth bat- 2782, 
tle, and that the Englith “Mnniral was on” 
his way for Madras. Sir Eye Coote, who 
had fuffered’about this time a fecond ftroke 
of the' palfy, fhiled for Bengal in the begin- 
ning of October, leaving the army under thé 
command of General Stuart. The General, 
connetting with this return of Sir Edward all 
the confequences of a defeat, gave inftant or- 
ders in perfon foi beating an alaim. A hafty 
retreat from Pondicherry enfued, the more 
remarkable for happen’ng on the fame day 
and month of the year with the flight fiom 
Conjeveram ; a circumftance which did not 
efcape the notice of the foldiers. At eleven 
in the night, the army encamped at Kille- 
nar, having in the hurry loft their rice and 
baggage. The march continued, unaccom- 
panied by any circumftance worthy of re- 
cord; and, on the roth, the arrival of the 
army at the Mount concluded the campaign 
of 1782: a campaign fomewhat refembling 
the expeditions of feudal times, when 
kings could only keep the field for thirty or 


forty days, 


The 
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s7¢2,  ‘Ehd army mow found, that, inftead of ag 
imaginary defeat, Sir Edward Hughes: had 
obtained another. victory. On-the.night of; 
the'ad of September, he.arrived off Tria 
eptnal¢é, and ‘the next morning oe 
French colours flying on-all the forts, and 
ticir fquadron, reinforced by. the [l|pfire of 
venty-four guns, the St. Michael. of Gxty- 
four, and the Elizabeth of fifty, with. feve- 
ral frigates, making in all thirty ily at an- 
chor in their feveral bays. The Englith 
inight eafily have avoided an engagement, 
for though, immediately on thefr_appear- 
ance, the French {quadron got under fail, 
yet, for feveral hours, they thewed manifeft 
tokens of hefitation. But the ardor of ons 
officers, incenfed at the lofs of Tyincqmale, 
was not to be reftrained. At half paft two 
o’ clock, the French lise began firing on 
ours; and five minutes after, the engage- 
ment, from van to rear, became general.—. 
“The Worcefter, in the rear, was furioully 
attacked by two of the,enemy’s additional 
fhips, but made a brave refiftance, and was 
gallantly fupported by the Monmouth; 
while, at the fame time, in, the wap, fiye 
fhips 
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fips bore down in a crowd on the Exéter 12782, 
and'Ifis, ‘and by a clofe and concerted fire,. 
forced the former, much difabled, fram the 
line, leaving the Ifis to receive their fire as 
they paft in facceffion. The oppofing 
centers, mn the mean time, were warmly 
engaped, fhip‘to fhip. For three hours the 
battle continued to rage, with equal fury 
and: obftinacy .through every part of the 
line. The contending Admirals difplayed 
greatbraveryand fkill. Suffrein, inthe Heros, 
having come down upon the fire of two of 
our largeft fhips, two of his mafts were fhot 
away by the board, and his veffel {oon re- 
duced to a mere wreck. He inftantly re- 
moved his flag to another, giving the Heros 
up for loft; but, by fome negligence on our 
part, and the brave conduct of a French fri- 
gate, fhe was towed round to their fleet. 


The fight was terminated only by the 
darknefs of the night ; and its confequences 
muft have been far.more fignal, had the 
French wanted the fhe]ter of Trincomalé: 
nor would the Britith Admiral have imme- 
diately fleered for Madras, if Suffrein hed 


not 


se SEM OLE OF THE 


1782, act been’ & near his port. So completely 
routed were the eyiemy, that their fhips 
crowded without order into Trincomald. 
“One of them was lof ppon the rocks; and it 
was ten days before two others, difmafted and 
fhattered, were able to get, into harbour. 
Thefe, Suffrein didnot feraple to fay, he 
‘tegarded as prefents made himby the Englifh 
‘Admiral. 


The Iofs on our fide in men was incre- 
dibly fmall, not exceeding fifty-one killed, 
and three hundred wounded ; but in, officers 
we fuffered moft feverely. The Honourable 
Captain Lumley of the Ifis, a very promifing 
young man, was fain; Captains James 
Watt, of the Sultan, and Charles AVood, 
of the Worcefter, both officers of high de- 
fert, were mortally wounded. The 78th 
and g8th regiments, too, loft many of their 
braveft men, 


' Whe lofs of the French wag, compara- 
tively, enormous, amounting. to fopr hun- 
deed. dnd twelve killed, fix hundred and 
feventy-fix wounded. ‘The carnage on‘ board 


of the Hero was fuch as is feldom feen, 
except 
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except in cafes of burning or explofion. Six 178.2. 
French Captains were oke: and fent pe 
foners to the Hland of Mauritius. 


On the arrival of thé Englifh fquadron 2 
Madras, ‘their fituatién was found to be 
‘fach as imduced the Admiral’ to, think of 
‘proceeding to Bombay, and i in this purpole 
"he perlifted, notwithftanding the oppolition 
of the Governor, Lord Macartney. A preat 
number of fhips, at this time, fent from 
Bengal, lay in the roads, Jaden with fice. 
The Governor laid an embargo on thein; 
yet refufed, it was faid, to give a price for 
‘the grain equal to the rifks of trade, or to 
allow it to be foldto the fuffering inhabitants, 
who, amidft a famine that raged throughout 
the whole of the coaft of Coromandel, wéfe 
dying by hundreds in a day. Sufpicions 
were entertained according to the manner of 
the people, of a contrivance for engrofling 
the grain. Neverthelefs, the paffive genius 
of a defpotic climate confpired with the ar- 
tillery of Fort St. George to prevent fuch 
an infurrection as would have been unavoid- 
‘able, in fimilar circumftances, under the 

. moft 
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£784. mo awebitrary Government “in ~Europe. 


(Ths genthemen of Madras, dlatried at the 
édndac of the Governor, having affembled 
~tégether, drew up 2 decent remonftrance. 
(But his Lordfhip threw it 4fde, charging 
the meeting ih which it wad framed with 
audacity and fedition. It affdrded but little 
feonfolation to dying multitedes of men, 
women, and children, that the Governor 
obferved the decency of fending away his 
carriage horfes. The approach of the mon- 
foon made not any impreffion on the mid 
of Lord Macartney. He perfevered in his 
views, whatever they were, and the rite 
fhips were forced {till to lie at anchor. But, 
oh the fifteenth of Odtober, the fky began 
to lower, and the gathering clduds burtft 
towards the evening in a violent ftorm. 
The return of day prefented the difmal 
profpect of wrecked vefiels, and dead bodies 
floating along the fhore. Of the rice fhips, 
driven by the hurricane from their moor- 
ings, the greater part were loft, and the 


‘ rémdindet ftranded ‘on different coafts. As 


the t¢mpeft blew from the fhore, his Ma- 


jefty’s feet, anchored in water fifteen fathom 


deep, 
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deep; on .the frit. appearance of the floom, 1783. 
Kood out to fea, and, after weath¢ring mufy 
idasngert, happily arrived, though aat a itdle 
fhattetedy:at Benabay, in the end of ‘De- 
cember, , But the wideft. doors of calamity 
feemed, now to be thrown open at Madras; 
and feats,andsfuture evils preffed down the 
load of actual fuffering, Our {quadron 
«was, abfent, the French Admiral 4a,-ogr 
_atighboushoad, multitudes {wooning in the 
fubarbs and ftreets of the town for want of 
ifoed, provifions nearly expended in. the gar- 
_rifon, the land around, fince Hyder’s irrup- 
tion, uncultivated and unfown : in a ward, 
faynine and war encircling the Fort of St. 
~Gearge without, and civil diffention blazing 
; Wighia it. 


~ It was dreaded at this time, that Suffrein 

_ would block-up Madras, and that the army 
muit ,be difperfed: but the fea remained 
open, and this difgrace was prevented.— 
A few days after the ftorm, Sir Richard 
_ Bickerton arrived from, Bombay with five. 
fips af the line, without having either ex- 
perienced any ill weather, or feen a fingle 
ia {hip 
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782, fhip belonging to the fleet. After covering 


the Indidmen under his convoy, having on 
board three. regiments of infantry, with 4 
thoufand recruits raifed in Ireland, and Sir 
fotin Burgoyne” 6 regiment of light horfe, 
Sir Richard returned immediately without 
making a halt, that he might join Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes at Bombay, at which place 
Sir Richard arrived even fome weeks before 
the Admiral. It was, perhaps, the move- 
ments, and the confequent junction of our 
{quadrons, that diverted the attention of 
Monfieur Suffiein from Madras, and {a- 
ved our army from difperfion. 


During the whole month of Odtober, our 
affairs in the Carnatic continued to weat a 
gloomy afpect. But, in the month of No- 
vember, they affumed a more profperous ap- 
pearance, and, before the end of the year, 
the face of forrow was brightened up by 
the meritorious exertions of the government 
of Bengal, who fupplied Madras with plen- 
tifal ftores of grain. ‘The condu& of Lord 
Macartney, with regard to the rice fhips fent 
_ Bengal formerly, has never been made 


a fubject 
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4 fubje& of either public accufation or en- 1782, 


quiry. Neither has his perfiftence in refu- 
fing, to the repeated requefts of Monfieur de 
Suffrein, an exchange of prifoners—Of this 
matter, as it is not the object of this narra- 
tive to connect events merely by coinci- 
dence of time, but much more by other re- 
lations, it is not unnatural to give fome ac- 
count in this place, which may be done by 
a fimple exhibition of the following corre- 
fpondence between the French Admiral and 
Mr. Haftings. 


Mr. de Suffrein, in a letter dated on 
board the Hero, at Tranquebar, the 8th 
of May, 1783, writes thus: ‘* Permit me, 
‘* Sir, torecommend to you the French pri- 
‘‘foners detained in Bengal, particularly 
«¢ Mr Soverain, a gentlemanof my province, 
‘sand Mr. de Goy, an Officer embarked 
‘‘ with me, and for whom I have a great 
‘‘ regard. I do not know whether they are 
‘¢ allowed to write, but I have not received 
«* any letter from them. I have not onlyallow- 
<¢ ed letters to. be. written, but I have taken 
fame trouble to give a paflage tothem. I 

Vou. I. Dd “< have 
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- “ have left {everal people on their parole at 


‘‘ Tranquebar: I have fent fome of them 
‘¢ «9 the Ifle of France, and from thence 
“to Europe; for example, Mr. Chrittie, 
‘* Captain of the Hannibal. None of my 
‘* prifoners has had this fatisfaction. I have 
‘* written to Lord Macartney, and propofed 
‘“* tohimanexchange. Hefays, that henever 
‘* received my letter. But knowing my incli- 
<* nations, and that I had written to him on 
‘© that fubject, he might well have written 
“to me. He has received the letters of Mr. 
‘¢ Motaix, Intendant of the Army, charged 
‘* with full powers from me, to agree to an 
‘“‘ exchange. Sir Eyre Coote has received 
“‘ thofe of Mr. du Chamier. Sir Edward 
‘‘ Hughes daily refufed the exchange of 
«* Mr. Degoy and feven men. Amudft the 
“« ambiguity of all the anfwers I received, 
“‘ it was clearly apparent, that they did 
“* not defire an exchange. 


*« Having no place of fecurity on the 
“ coaft, deftitute of provifions, grieving 
‘ to fee the unhappy men, who had been 
** fix or feven months at fea, die of the 

** {curvy, 
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‘© fourvy, Ihave been xow obliged, to my 1782. 
‘* great regref, to deliver the prifoners * to 
“© the Nabob. I took every precaution for 
their good treatment. I am fure, thofe 
‘© who know me, will do juftice to the 
“ feelings of my heart. Even the un- 
«¢ happy men will pity me, and, in their 
«© defpair, only curfe thofe whofe cruel 
policy reduced me to this ternble ne- 
‘“¢ ceffity. I have entered into this detail, 
“¢ becaufe I prize the efteem of any one, 
who is fo generally efteemed as you are. 
Lord Macartney has written to a Cap- 
tain of the {quadron, a letter antedated 
fix months, to make an overture, for- 
getting all that has pafled, and attend- 
ing only to the intereft of humanity. 
I wrote inftantly to him, to affure him 
of my defire, that an exchange might be 
‘© made; and to apprize him, that I had 
* no longer any concern init; that it was 
to Monfieur le Marquis de Bufly that 
« he fhould addrefs himfelf.” Poffcript. 
«© I fend you back an unfortunate invalid 
Dd 2 “ with 
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1782. “ with a wooden leg; and at different. 


‘« times, I have given leave to more an 
‘© twenty Captains or Officers, befides thofe 
** which I permitted to be Tranquebar, 
‘‘ on their parole, and who went away 
“ from thence without any other reafon, 
¢¢ than that they found the relidence there 
‘© inconvenient.” uo 

Mr. Haftings, in anfwer to this, after 
re{fpectfully faluting M. de Suffrein, wrote 
as follows: 

“© Your letter, and the candid intention 
«© with which it was written, deferved an 
« earlier acknowledgement of it; nor 
«© fhould I have failed to make an imme- 
«: diate reply, had I not been difabled by 
‘* a fevere indifpofition. 


« T hope that the gentlemen of your na-. 

« tion will all do this Government the 

¢¢ juftice to atteft, that however I myfelf 

“* may have been deficient in perfonal at- 

« tention, its conduét towards them has 

«* been marked with every fubftantial effect 
‘ “of 
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of humanity and tendernefs. ‘To Mr. 1782. 


de Soverain I am precluded from ‘af- 
fording any proof of the refpetct which 


I am defirous of fhewing to your recom- 


<i _ mendations, as his own perfonal merit 


« had befor re excited i in my breaft every 
¢ {éhiiment which could have been pro- 


duced by the knowledge of your wifhes 


« in his favour. I have requefted that he 


would afford me an opportunity of being 
acquainted with Mr. Degoy, whom I 
have not yet feen, as he has been fome 


. time confined by ficknefs. 


*¢ T am forry that none of the letters 
from your Officers, who are refident in 
this province, have reached your hands. 
No prohibition has been ever exprefsly 
made azainft their maintaining fuch cor- 
re{pondence with their friends, as the 
precautions neceflary to a ftate of war 
might allow. On the contrary, they 
had frequent opportunities by Danifh 
fhips; and I believe it has been well 
underftood, that they would not have 
been prevented, on a proper application, 

D d 3 ‘ from 
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1782. © from fending them through the chan- 
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nel of our own. 


'¢ The regret which you exprefs for'the 
unhappy neceflity which compelled you 


‘to fend the prifoners of our ‘nation ta 


Hyder-Ally-Cawn, is evidenced by terms 
which could only have been dictated by 
a mind confcious of its truth, and a 
fenfibility wounded by the reflection of 
having been, however repugnantly, the 
inftrument of others fufferings. It is 
too late to look back.---I truft to the 
generofity of your fentiments, and above 
all, to the virtues which have moft emi- 
nently diftinguifhed your public charac- 
ter, and which are rarely known to ex- 
ift in an unfeeling heart, that you will 
exert your influence to its utmoft effect, 
for obtaining the deliverance of our pri- 
foners who are now in the hands of the 
Ruler of Myfore. It is inmy private 
character only that I exprefs to you this 
wifh, the duties of my office not ex- 
tending to the object of it: nor is itin 
your authority that I rely for its accom- 

“* plifhment, 
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‘* plifhment, as you have told me that 1782. 

“* this is the province of the Marquis de 

“ Buffy, but on the claims which you 

© poffefs on every Chief of your own na- 

*€ tion, which youhave fo faithfully ferved ; 
and yet more on the man, who owes his 
prefent exiftence perhaps wholly to your 
fupport.” 


This letter, the production of an elegant 
and feeling mind, was dated at Fort Wil- 
liam, the 16th day of July, 1783. 


From this correfpondence it is evident, 
that if the conduct of Suffrein, in giving 
up his prifoners to the Barbarians, was not 
wholly excufable, his offence was attended 
with circumftances of extenuation. But, 
before thefealleviating circumftances, which 
the letter here publifhed has firft revealed, 
were known, that act of the French Ad- 
miral, which was regarded by every gen- 
tleman in Hindoftan with horror, in Eng- 
land was fcarcely mentioned, and never 
with any marks of difapprobation; while 
theridiculous circumftance of two eunuchg 

Dd4 confied 
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confined until they fhould givepthe tran, 
fgnds aader-theic cuftody, in payment ef a; 
legal debt, has been circulated throughout. 
the whole kingdom in terms of the grofieft . 
exaggeration. It deferyesto he. recorded, 
as ,ftrongly characteriftical of the times, 
that from the commencement of the Ame- 
rican war to the prefent moment,’both o- 
rators and authors, by aggravating a few 
faéls, and circulating, if not savenung 
many falfehoods, have laboured, with an 
induftry that exceeds the ufual-liceatjoul- 
nefs of liberty and extravagance of fagtion, . 
to degrade our national character, in the 
eyes of Europe and of the world. - It was 
in this fpirit, that, when the Boftonians in 
1776, treated Sir Archibald Campve]l with 
the moft {hocking inhumanity, a pow- 
erful and active party in England fympa- 
thizged with the Americans, whom they 
called our injured fellow-fuhjects, and al- 
moft exulted in the fufferings. of that gal- 
lant General. Several Englifh gentlemen, 
connected with the firft families in the 
kingdom were put to death, in cold blood, 
by. Hyder Ally-Khan, or his mercilefs fuc- 
ceflor. 
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ceflor. ‘Some were confined, upwards of 1782. 


three years, in dungeohs, and loaded with 
irons, withan allowance fcarcely fuffcient 
td purchafe’ rice and water for the fufte> 


ndnte of tife. Others were compelled to- 


renouticeftheir religion and their country; 
in otéey to aveid a cruel and lingering 
death. “Yét no one man in England has 
publicly-lamented the fate of thefe mere- 


totrous Officers, and many have affirmed, ° 


that theit fufferings were well deferved. We 
are happy, that we have been enabled at 
laft, from authentic documents, to prove 


their innocence: which fhall, by and by, - 


bedone in its proper place, 


The conclufion of 1782 was marked by 
the death of Hyder Ally. His age is not 
exaétly known, though it is certain that it 
was not under four-fcore. He preferved 
the powers of his mind entire, and perfe- 
vered in his ufual habits, acting the part of 
a profound pohtician, and able comman- 
der, to the morning, }t 1s faid, of the third 
day before that on which hedied. 


Tippoo- - 
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Tippoe-Saib, at this time, was engaged 
in oppofing an irruption, of which an ac- 
count fhall be given hereafter,, into .the 
Myforean territories. But, the moment he 
was informed of the death of Hyder, he rey 
turned with incredible celerity to the Car- 
natic, fecured the good will of the principal 
officers of the army, by liberal prefents of 
money, as well as promifes of favour, and 
anticipated the formation of any hoftile 
faction, by the authority of his prefence, 
and an immediate exercife of the powers of 
Government. Tippoo, though the firft- 
born of Hyder, was the fon of a concu- 
bine. His brother, though younger, pof- 
fefled the advantage of being, defcended 
from a Princefs of royal extraction.—— 
Though neither the capacity nor the am- 
bition of this young man were fuch as to 
ymprefs the great mind of Tippoo with 
fear, he yet judged it prudent to fix him- 
{elf in the adminiftration of affairs, in the 
firft place, and by firm poffeffion, to pre- 
yent all ideas of competition. 


The 
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The firft-important att of Tippoo Sul- 7783. 
tan’s Government, was a prdépofal of peace 
to Lord Macartney, on terms that were re- 
jected by his Lordfhip without fubmitting 
‘them to his:‘Council. The Sultan, thus 
repulfed, connected himfelf as much as 
poilible with the French. And, although, 
in order to avoid the arms of the Marattas, 
he determined, within the time fpecified in 
the treaty between that nation and the 
Englifh, to withdraw his troops from the 
Carnatic, he deftroyed Arcott, and the 
forts which he had garrifoned; carried with 
him a battalion of French troops, and left 
for the ufe of our enemies at Cuddalore 
2,000 cavalry, under the command of Sid- 
Saib. Thefe things were tranfacted before 
the end of February. 


Our army having difmantled the forts 
of Charanagooly and Vandewabh, and re- 
lieved the garrifon of Vellore, returned to 
the Mount, where they encamped on the 
20th of March. On the rath of April, 
Sir Edward Hughes, with his whole fqua- 
dron, came to anchor in the Road of Ma- 

drafs, 
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#783. drifs. ‘Phis was the fineft fleet that had ev ev 


th the Indian Ocean. ‘Tee io 
of feventecn fail of the line, four Beata 
dite fisép “of war, two_cutters, and a fire- 
2 alf flieathed’ with copper. Suffrein, 
fot fulpeéting ‘that the Enghth fleet wv was fo, 
fear, had fcattered his thips for’ the pur- 
pore of making captures. ‘Tt was only on 
e evening preceding the arrival of Sir 
Edward Hughes, that a cruizing {quadron 
6f French fhips pafled almoft within can-. 
non fhot of Fort St. George. On the 
night of the 2oth, the French Admiral, 
with only feven hips, paffed Sir Edward 
Hughes on his return to Trincomalé: Sa 
niarrow were the efcapes which were made 
at this time by the fortune of France, 
from utter ruin in India, 


The hopes that were entertained, onthe 
arrival of Sir Edward, in fuch force, from 
Bombay, were fuddenly exchanged for an 
apprehenfion that a large and valuable fleet 
from England, whofe near approach was 
aiinounced by the arrival of one of its 

IS, would fall into the hands of the 
French 
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F rench Admiral., _ The fituation of Sufr 1783 
frein to windward, and that of Hughes fo 
eeward, al ded matter of ferious alarm. 
But ‘He; aven “foon relieved the anxiety “of 
our cquntrymen,” T 1e arrival of the Brif, 
tol man O wat, wit ten Indiamen, and 
three. froré-thips, g: gave upwards of 600 men, 
to the {quadron, and about 1,000 recruits, 
tothearmy. A French officer, who ftood, 
by ‘when this fleet landed at Madrafs, eX5 
dlainied, ‘There is but one God, and that 
God mutt be an Englifhman!” 


“The military preparations for an attack 
on Cuddalore, retarded by the diffenfions 
of men in power, with oppofite opinions 
atid pretenfions, advanced but flowly, 
when a circumftance occurred which con- 
verted thofe very diffenfions into the means 
of accelerating them. Intelligence was re- 
ceived that Sir Eyre Coote had failed from 
Calcutta, with power to head the aimy,, 
independently of the Madrafs Government.. 
Lord Macartney had determined to refift 
to thé utmoft, the powers with which Sir 
Eyre was invelted by the Supreme Autho-, 
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rity of'Bengal. That he might the more 
eafily effect this purpofe, it 1s faid, he re- 
folved'that the General fhould not find the 


army m the neighbourhood of Madrafs. 


A peremptory command was fent to Ge- 
neral Stuart to march the army on the 
21ft of April, towards Cuddalore. On 
that day, before theneceffary arrangements 
were completed at land, or the {tore and 
fire-fhips ready to accompany thém, they 
marched from Tamberam. At Chinghput, 
where they halted to bury their dead, 
which, for the moft part, were Imfh and 
Hannoverians, they were mformed that 
Sir Eyre Coote died at Madrafs, on the 
26th of April, being the third. day after 
his arrival from Calcutta. The fhip that 
cairied him was chaced for five days by 
the French cruizers that pafled Fort St. 
George onthe rith. This circumftance, 
it is thought, operating with too forcible 
an mmpreffion on his mind, which was 
lofty, and prone to irritation, was that 
which brought on the third and mortal 
blow of the palfy, which terminated his 


life without pain, and without 4 gtoan. 
On 
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On the 7th of June our army arrived 1783. 
before Cuddalore. The enemy, who had 
hitherto’ only guarded againft a north at- 
tack, begah new to raife works to the 
fouth. ‘On the 12th, it was difcovered 
that they had, with uncommon celerity, 
extended wotks from the fea on thetr left, 
to the Vandy-Pollam Hills, which formed 
a fweep around the Britifh front and 
flanks. ‘To have poftponed an attack any 
longer, would only have expofed our army 
to farther difficulties. It was therefore 
determined in a Council of War, to attack 
the enemy the next morning. 


Colonel Kelly, with a brigade of native 
troops, -and 180 Europeans, marched, 
about midmght, - without artillery, by a 
foot-path unknown to the French, which 
led to the rear of the work on their nght 
hand, on the Vandy-Pollam Hills. To 
feize that poft was the firft and leading ob- 
ject in the plan of operations, adopted by 
the General, but fuggefted by Kelly. The 
European grenadiers, about 300 rank and 
file, and the 73d regiment, about 200,,. 

with 
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1783. with two battalions of fepoys, covered by 


the fire of a battery of fix 18 pqunders, 
were to wait the fuccefs of Colonel Kelly, 
and itorm the intrenchments to 4he ener 
my’ sor ight. The immediate fuccefs of 
this was to be followed by affaults on their 
left and centre, fupparted by the Hanno- 
verians. 


On the 13th of June, as the day began 
to dawn, a cannonade from the 18 poun- 
ders, and from fome field-pieces brought. 
up by that valuable Artillery Officer, Ma- 
jor Mackay, opened at Point Blank, and, 
from commanding heights upon the works 
to the enemy’s right. Colonel Kelly’s co- 
Iumn, foon after appearing in their rear, 
they were ftruck with terror and furprife, 
fled from their ftrong-poft on the Van- 
dy-Pollam Hills, and retiredin confufion 
to their fecond work, leaving twa 6 pound- 
ers, and feveral guns, to be pofleffed by our 

en, upon the intrenched ground below. | 
Colonel Kelly did not purfue this blow, 
but ‘remained, according to orders, in the 


polt that had been occupied by the saree 


$.. 
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the reft of the day. Nor did the troops 1783. 
under Colonel Stuart make any move- 
ment; wheh that poft fell into our poflef- 
fion. But the 73d regiment, led on by 
Major Lainont, made a refolute attempt 
to ftorm thé'enemy’s fecond works. They 
wete‘drivéh back,’ by grape fhot, to the 
ground from which they had advanced, 
where they waited for the general attack. 


The battery of the 13 pounders, which 
had opened from a commanding height, 
and driven the enemy from their firft poft, 
having ceafed to fire, that eminence was 
chofen by the General as a fit place for the 
purpofe of making fignals. Word was fent 
round throughout the troops, that the Ge- 
neral would fire three field-pieces from the 
hill, as notice for a general and connected 
attack. But it was impoffible that our of- 
ficers fhould diftinguifh the found of the 
fiznal-guns from that of thofe that were 
firing all around them. Thethree intended 
attacks, therefore, did not commence to- 
gether. It was upon feeing the centre en- 
gaged, ‘that @oloriel Stuart gueffed that 

ox. I. Ee the 
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4743 the general fignal had been, made. , Owe 


tcaaps waited no longer for fignals, but 
fipgdh tp thejr arms, «and moved, ap to ths 
attack, through:a.deep fand, . with, tog 
¢ager Sapidity. . But the mayements, of our 
different battalions: were found. to ..want 
due fy{tem and. connection. Before the 
grenadiers and the 73d _ regiment. ‘came 
up, fhe intended affault againft the enen 
goy’s left wing had mifcarried, . and that 
which was made on their centre, had. given 
way to their heavy fire. The enemy, cage 
to complete the rout, quitted their works 
to purfue, and thus fully committed the 
bufinefs of the day to the decifion’ of Var 
lour and of fortune. In the ean ; time, 
the troops under Colonel Stuart, moyed 
forward i into the fecond warks, which. the 
snemy had abandoned. Thig movemeny 
threw the French .imto confufign, forced 
them to retire in their €urn, and fixed the 
refult of this disjointed fcene in favour of 
the Bnglith. The honour of this, day 
wpuikl have been greater, had the batta- 
ons of the right of our ling rallied, and 
returned to the charge. T he Grenadiers 
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of the ee regiment contitiuing “to ad- 1783. 


vitice; ‘ehtted the Choultry, which Mey 
eitied BHCRhit’s Polt. Behirid thisChoul! 
ry, the Pretitt formed ‘themfelves in or- 
det of BatHE!and, having nothing ferieus 
to’ contend With elfewlfere, they camé¢ 6h; 
atid astrted im‘ upon this party fevére 
fhowers' of'alt kinds of fhot. The pot 
was eo by our men for a confide- 
futile ‘iin The fire growing heavier antd 
heavset ah the grenadiers, Colonel Stuart 
ordered thern to fall back. Major Lamont} 
fiid' fénior officer of the 73d, on feeing 
their’ gkound occupied by the enemy, 
al} retifed, in tolerable order, after hav- 
inv’ loft ‘thirteen officers, and half the 
Hanibér' ofthe common foldiers, Sever 
fidid-piecés, “that lay about Brickmi'rs 
POit, dfret they had fallen into the hands’ 
of ‘dur ‘nen, were left, and recovered 
by the ‘erlémy. It was agreed, on aff 
hands, that if {t had not been for the ¢x- 
eftions of the 734 regiment, under Major 
Lamont, and e grenadiers under Colonel 
Catheart, ‘out annty muft have been — 


tured, oreut to pteces. 
Ee2 The 
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83: THe weinbrable 14th of Junnd’s783° pre- 
eritéd a”battle in fragments. "The! eveli- 
nigebroke it off, feaving the Engtiff’army 
in poffeffion of' the'Vandy-Pollath’ Hills; 
the enemy’s fecond works, and about 
twenty gums. Praile, d fittle‘Hnpéd with 
eenfure, Is duke to bothr' fidts'! to the 
French, for fo well defending fuch extended 
afd unfinifhed trenches, after being fur- 
prized from their moft advantageous fitu- 
ation, and fofing, without refiftance, ‘a 
number of guns, and the only work they 
had completed: to our men, fot inairl~ 
taining the ground which gained the day, 
after encountering him where’ he was 
ftrongeft, inftead of making their’ attack, 
and purfuing their advantage, ‘where he 
was moft vulnerable. For ‘the time ‘that 
this action lafted, and for the finall nuni- 
Bér of troops that were actually engaged, 
nothing more hot and bloody ‘hadhappened. 
during the courfe of this war. Nine hun- 
dred and twenty-one of our foldiers, and 
faxtyztwo Offictrs, moft of therh'Euro- 
peans,and of the King’s troops; were léfe 
dead, or mbftally wounded, ‘in'the field of 

ar battle 
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battle. Among the gallant individualgjoft 1783. 
to their friends, and the Company’s feryige, 
on, that day, were Captain Walter Danglas 
and Gaptain.Peter Campbgll, , 
tre tad a feat 
, During, the night of the 13th, the Eng. 
ith Jay upan. their arms in a pofture of 
defence, expecting that the enemy, whq 
knew the fatigued ftate of our troops, 
would attempt to recover, by an attack in, 
the night, the ground they had loft in the 
achion. of the day. This meafure was in, 
fagt ftrangly recommended in a Council 
of War, by almoft all their officers: but 
the old and infirm Marquis de Bufiy, who 
began now to contemplate objects through 
the mifk of age, and faw only the hazards. 
againft himfelf, cautioufly carried off every 
thing, while it was dark, within the walls. 
of Cuddalore. Nothing more material 
than the common operations of breaking 
ground, came to pafs for three days. 


But the fea, on the 17th, prefented a 
raott interefting {pectacle, both to the ene- 
my and ourarmy. It was Sir Edward. 

E €3 Hughes 
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1783, Haghés‘ ahd Monf, Suffreity matiecdvrilig 
with the Enpilth and French 'Reetsi"' Buf 
fidin, with fifteen fail of ‘fhiph) al Of 
then i in' very bad céndition, ttiadé 4 fhew 
of an intention to attack Sit Edward; who, 
with eightéen’ fail of coppeted’ hips, (but 
their crews greatly debilitated by ficknéfs) 
lay at anchor, covering the -opefations 6f 
the army. The next day, Hughés was 
out of fight, and before night, Suffreiti rede 
at anchor in the place Sir Edward Had left. 
On the roth, both fleets were itl view 6f 
the camp. On the 2oth, Suffteitt,’ ‘bemeg 
to windward, bore down on thé Enigiith 
fleet. Sir Edward waited for him; and, 
between four and five in the afternoon, a 
heavy cannonade commenced on both 
fides, which was kept up without inter- 
miffion. The enemy then, who had kept 
‘at a prudent diftance during the ‘whole of 
the engagement, hawling their wind, 
‘‘fheered off, and were difcavered next day 
wt anchor, in the Road of Pondicherry. 
‘ Flere the Englifh Admiral, for 4 whole 
offered battle. He then failed for 
$, for ~a-neceflary fapply of water. 
Moni. 
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Manj,-de, Suffrein, with his crazy -Aggt, 1983- 


heat up.aggintt the wind, and, on the asd. 
Rationed his fhips, at anchor, in a, ling coe 
vering Suddajoye. TheFsench forces, at 
fea and and.) harmonioys, , and confiftent 
an they, pEtations, pow , threatened our 
army, weakened by battle and fevére duity, 
anfomuch that, they had not reliefs for the 
trenches,, apd the neceflary guards, Sal- 
lies, wong therefore expected, and our men 
were pat unprepared for that which was 
made on the 25th. On the morning ‘of 
that day, while it was yet dark, the enemy 
fame on, in fo loofe and undifciplined a 
manner, that they were beat back with 


,Jofs and difgrace. Colonel Gordon com- 


mianded im the trenches, affifted by Co-+ 
lonel Cathcart, who, with his grenadiers, 
fapported,.and repelled every alarm. We 
faft Major Cotgrave, with about feventy 
men. The French about 300, with thejr 
Commandant, a Colonel, who was taken 
prifener. Colonel Stuart and every Field- 
Officer regeived the Generaks animated 
thanks for the fuccefs of our arms, The 
wholearmy, on this, as on other occafiqns, 

rs Ee4 admired 
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$983. admwwed: the blooming virtues n£ Colonel 


Sethcart, who united martial courage with 
soultary fkall,.and the proper pride.of fa- 
toily with that modefty which bepames a 
fdllow citizen of a free country. 


‘The French General and. Admiral, whe 
knew the ftate of our army, determined to 
make a new and more vigorous fally. It 
was to confift of 5,000 Europeans, and to 
he. made on the 4th of July: but, on the 
3d, the Medea frigate arrived with a flag 
af truce from thé Government of Madrafs, 
cequiring a fufpenfion of hoftilities, as a 
general peace had taken place in Europe. 
The application they made was in thefe 
words, ‘“* That they, on their part, had 
“ordered a fufpenfion unconditionally, 
f* and independently of any refolution that 
might be taken by the Marquis de 
« Bully.” The Marquis having agreed to 
thefufpenfion, abovehalf the army marched 
te.reinforce that which was commanded by 
Colanel Fullarton,, in Tanjore: the re- 
maming part ercariped on the 17th ei 
my at: the Ivfount.: 

A ne- 
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. A negotiation for peace was now.ca® 1783. 
ried on with Tippoo-Saib, who, fufled 
with the. retreat of one Englith army on 
the. coaft of Malabar, and the capture of 
another, was. by this time employed in che 
fiege of Mangalore ; the defperate defence 
of whichy’ conducted by the gallant Colo- 
nel Campbe!l, will probably be confidered 
by future huftorians, for whom it is our 
object to tranfmit thefe notes, as the moft 
brilhant fcene in the whole courfe of this 
war. The faccefles af Colonel Campbell 
fprung wholly from the refources of his 
own manly and verfevering {pirit. Though 
from @ combination of mifmanagement 
and misfortune, this mtrepid Officer was 
left to his fate, he did not capitulate before 
lus faithful garrifon were reduced to their 
laft:pint of rice; or before they had fed on 
the putrid ‘carcafes of animals held in 
averfion and horror; or before a large 
force, fent toa their aid fram Bombay, had 
anchored bafore Mangalore, tantalizing 
the garrifon for three days with the delu- 
five hape of-ralicf. But thefe are matters 
which deferve to be more minutely related, 
- of It 
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4783. Fe wili-therefore be propertd..refime our 


navvative of What /pafied onthe Coalt df 
Malabat, froin the redu@ion ‘of Oalicus by 
MMdjor Abington’: and for this end stowill 
be nectHaty to go back to that milltaryand 
naval force, briginally intended forthe res 
duction of the Cape of GoottsHove. whith 
failed from England in 1784, 


* In the beginning of 1780, a fopretex- 
pedition was planned by his Mayefty:and 
Privy Council, the object of which was ¢e- 
nerally fuppofed to be fome of the Spaatth 
Settlements in South America. The new 
regiments of 1,000 men each, named. the 
98th and the rooth, were completed. im 
January, 1781, and put under-the com 
mand of Mr. Mackenzie Humberftope; a 
young gentleman of the family:of Sea- 
forth, and Mr. William Fullarton, who 
-had fignalized both his abihty and his zeal 
m.the fervice of Lord North’s Adminif- 
ration, in a civil capacity.* To thefe 
troops, ‘quckly —— were added, 
a a :, the 
“6 teh Gentidhin, who had been at great etpeboe 


{ani tehifing and difciplining the troops, were allowed the 


rank of Lieutenant-Colonel during the time of the waronly, 
A like condition was granted to the Laird of Macleod. 
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the 2d.battalipn of. the 42d. regunent,yam- 1783. 
der the icomamand of Mr.. Norman, ;: Magr 
Jeod,; :sdeGantheman of the: Ifle-af Sky,/ one 
ofthe Hfands on the Weftern Coaftiof 
Scotland! ;:four companies from other se- 
gimeists, : ¢omamanded by Major Robert 
Davglas, With a.detachment of royal at- 
tillery, under Lieutenant Hiflop, ‘The 
whole of this force was to be headed by 
Nhayjor-General William Meadows, an Of- 
freer ‘of. approved abilities, The flegt 
whivh carried it from Spithead in Marel{, 
‘78a; wads commanded by Commodore 
Johnftone, an Officer who poflefied the ré- 
putation of great activity and intrepid 
courage. . It conftfted of two fhips of-the 
line, three of so guns, three frigates $f 
32 guns, two: floops of war, two cut 
ers, the Jnferval fire-fhip, and Yerrer 
bomb-ketch,. two ordnance ftore-fhips, 
feven armed tranfports, ‘with copprred 
bottoms, four hired uncoppered traa- 
fports, 'five victwallers, and thirteen In- 
diamen :-the whole making forty-five 
fail, replete with troops, and ftores of eve- 
ry kind far a long voyage, and 3,q90 
ftand 
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1783 ftand of arms, This fleet anchored in 


bea Mey owl 


. Bay, in the Ifland of St. Jago, one 
fs] re | Cape de Verds, on the rothof April. 
mn the ‘16¢! at eight in, the morning, the 

i is, being t e, hip. that was flationed the 
Farthielt out a at ‘fe 2a ade a fignal that there 
was a ftrange fi eet in, fight,, All Officers 
were immediately ordered tQ Jepair on, 
board; and about nine, a flect of fifteen 
fail being now in view, a fignal, was made 
to clear the fhips for action. The firange, 
fleet now feparated into two divifiens > 
one of ten, the other of five fhips. The 
firft was a convoy; the laft, fhips of war. 
At half paft nine, the headmoft of thelg 
entered the Bay, under French colours, 
the other four following in a line a-head. 
Itwas the French fleet under the command 
of the celebrated Suffrein. He loft not a 
moment to hegin a furious attack on the 
Englifh, who referved their fire, from a 
notion that the French Admiral would. 
not, by committing hoftilities in a neutral 
port, violate the laws of nations. The 
Britith fleet, though fcarcely yet clear for 
a¢tion, and with feven hundred of their 
; beft 


rare’ wikr’ aye “asta, 


io 


Bent eat i oft Hort! Open ne ‘on es 
itty, atid’ re tified thet fire, Wi With ual vi 
soit! toytie tattiolt” was “cofit adele wit 
drdar Heat but ut'an' hour’ he the He 
Coniniander’ Fave the’ rh al for hi S Heet t t tg 
Beat dway! anid” ‘piihftle their deftination. 
He way part threé'o’¢lock ‘afternoon, before 
éur fqiattron flipt’ their cables to go in, 
‘purfiit ‘of them, though they had’ feized 
aha tatti éd' off the Infernal fire-thip, and 
thie! a ei inchinbrook Indiaman, as well ag 
tale ‘HE of their own difabled. thips i in 
tow, arid given orders to one of our vic- 
tiavlets, ‘that they had manned, to follow, 
which he ‘was doing. ‘They came abreaft 
with the enemy, by the time the fun'was 
going “down, ‘about fix o’clock._ ‘Though 
our! ‘Qointnodore was to the windward < 0! 






the Fretich?? Lhe did not bring them to an 
a@ion: “He “Rept abreatt of: them till mid 


night: but*inthe~ ‘Morning not one’o 
them ‘was 46" be feéi. ~'Phe three ‘hips’ 
feizéd by the French found initans' to make 
theit efcapel? iad Caine fafély into the Bay, 
of renye find days afters" <" 


at ta bowbs ail gf nak “rai oe Bie inde 


vs f 
Hel oad 
F e 


On 


158: 


Meadins of THe - 


78g. (Ow thdullt day of May, car Het! Seine 
fuse heaely' Pitted, ‘ was ordértds' to “Un 
noot, ahd Mite fext ‘morning! 786 weith 
asiitiot! § About fotir o’ttock-afteliodi tHe 
whole fleck: da¥ tinder fa - ‘The noth?’ 
Ak trade-wHid’ Garr then within thirty’ 
ddvrees of the Tite > dittt-which another 
trade-wind Broughr theiir to the Inid-of 
Tsinidada, a romantic but delglate ita, 
cldimed by the Portugueze ‘as‘the ftidift 
coverers, oppofite to the coaft of Sdutt! 
America. They lay in fight of that iftalid 
fer twodays. Hitherto, both out Officérs 
and men were ignorant of their deft#ia- 
tion: but now, the fleet proceeded fd folithi- 
eafterly courfe, avowedly for the Cape 
of Good Hope. The troops beiriz te 
moved, on the 19th of Jane! ‘out of eiphe 
Indiamen, and crouded into thé other fhips 
of the fleet, thofe Indiamen purfued their 
voyage: and one Indiaman having parted 
from our fquadron on the 25th of May, 
for St. Helen’s, there rentained now only 
four eut of the thirteen ‘which failed from 
Spithead; namély, the Ofterley, Latham, 
Loeko, and Valentine. A Dutch prize was 
* brought 
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brought into our fleet on the 1ftof July, by 1783 
fomeof onr frigates. The Dutchman bang 
gutwardsbound, had. on hoard 60,000}. 
in ‘byllion:, hut, what was.of greater cons 
fequence, te our fleet, now within fixty- 
five, miles, of the Cape, the packet which 
it carried,: cantained information of cone 
fiderable, importance to the attainment of; 
their chief obje@. Suffrein, with his fhips 
of war, a frigate, and one or two of his, 
tganfports, had arrived in Falfe Bay. The 
gung and men of the difabled fhip of 
war, called the Hannibal, which he had. 
dragged along with the reft of his fqua- 
drqn under jury mafts, were landed, and 
placed in {trong batteries erected on pur- 
pofe for receiving them. In the Bay of 
Saldannah, from twenty to twenty-five 
leagues diffant, five homeward- bound, 
Dutch Indiamen had taken fhelter, and, 
as foon as they fhould be informed that 
the Englifh were arrived off the Cape, 
they were to flip out, and fail directly for 
Furope. In confequence of this intelli- 
gence, the flect lay to, the night of the 
gth, and all the roth, in order to delibe- 
rate 
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1783. rate what was beft tobe done. On the zett, 


about ten in the forenoon, they entered 
Saldannah Bay, where they took, almoft 
without refiftance, the five fhips of which 
they had received fuch exact intelligence, 
with two of fmaller value. The whole 
were e{timated confiderably above 800, 0001. 
but one of them was burnt by her crew, 
and two of them unfortunately loft in 
their paffage to England. On the 26th, 
the prizes, with fome tranfports, and on 
the 28th, Commodore Johnftone, with 
all the fhips of war, excepting four, hav- 
ing previoufly conducted what remained 
of the fleet, paffed Table Land and Falle 
Bay. The General, while our fleet lay yet 
in Saldannah Bay, demanded of the Com- 
modore in public, becaufe he found it a 
very difficult matter to obtain an official 
anfwer from that impracticable man on 
any fubject, whether he would land him 
and his foldiers in Table Bay. The Com- 
modore replied in the affirmative; but 
added, that he would not ftay a moment 
to aid him, in cafe of difcomfiture. 


The 
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nDhe-fante packet which fortanately di. 1783. 


#Acd Commodece ‘Johnitone to Sakdanmah 
Bay, idetermined (General Meadows to go 
onwand to dndia., .For dhe had‘pleaned from 
fundry Ditch: letters, ‘fome imtelligence, 
thowgh imperfect, of the war with Hyder 
Ally, the captare of Colonel Baillie’s army, 
and, the-daltrels: of the Englith fettlements 
in that part of the world. Our reduced 
fleet now confifted of the Hero, Monmouth, 
and [fis thips of war, the coppered tran{ports; 
the four hired tranfports, the two ordnance 
ftere-fhips, and four Indiamen: tle whole 
now iunder the command of Captain James 
Alma 6f:the Monmouth. The Active fri- 
gate hdd: buen {ent forward to India with 
difpatohes. The Prince of Ternate, with 
his three fons, and the Prince of Tidore; 
with his:only fon, who were relieved from 
bondage with the Dutch at Saldannah, were 
takem on board the Hero, to be reftored to 
their friends and the poffeffion of their ter- 
rtories. The firft of thefe unfortunate fa- 
milies had been brought prifoners to the 
Cape fix years before, and the laft had 
been there three years. It was the inten- 

Vor. I, F f tion 


250 


+ MEM@JRS OF THE 


1763. tion ef the Dutch to have fent ahofe cape 


tyes, whole only crime was their, eppof- 
tiga, to the tyranny of their oppreMdrss::to 
Burppe in the fanieditips that were fered by 
our Squadron at Saldasnahe' - wi) 

Comodore Alms, with all the’ hips. Bane 
der his command, anchored fafely in the 
bay ef Zampoda, off the watering-place in 
Johanna, the chief of the Comorrah.iflands, 
fituated between Madagafcar and: the egatt 
of Africa, on Sunday the 2d of,,Septem- 
ber. Here he landed all his fick men; €on- 
fitting in one third of the fleet and army, 
They were afflicted chiefly with the:feurvy :: 
but nota few with dyfenteries and ulcerg. 
The greateft part of all onr invalids reco-; 
vered during the twenty-two days they-ree 
mained in that delightful place. 


The fland of Johanna is moft romantically 
beautiful, being very mountainous, yet ex- 
ceedingly fertile. It produccs excellent 
black cattle, from four to &x dollars each, 
goats at one dollar, a great deal of wikigame, 
and a great variety of delicious :fruits and. 


LATE WAR IN ASIA. 


459 


herbs s'placunpples, guavas, pappas, ‘math- 1783: 


mas,banand’, oranges, ‘mes, cocoa-nuts, 
pompkins; melons, futar-canes, ricé,’ yarns’ 
potatoes; piirflain, and'wild creffes. . “And, 
to crown the whole; the'weater ts excellent. 
Strangers are furprifed to find almoft every 
blatk iphabwtdrie of this fequeftered iflahd 


{peak ‘totdrably good Englifh. The gran+ 


dees, bere, are a fet of Arabian Mufful-: 
mér, ‘who have affumed authority over the 
finiple natives. The Arabian Lords of 
Johatina have, every one of them, affumed 
the name of fome noble Englifh family. 
The Prince’s firft fon is familiarly called the 
Prince of Wales: and there are Dukes, and 
Marquiffes, and Earls amongift them by 
feores. ‘It is very common to find a Duke 
or Marquis waiting for your getting up in 
the morning to folicit your cloaths to wath, 
which is done by their flaves. Tlicy are 
exceedingly covetous of money ; nor would 
a Johanna nobleman {cruple much to fteal, 
if he had a tempting opportunity. The 
natives are of the African races They are 
very rude, though by no means favage, 
and have fcarcely any ideas of religion. 

i f 2 They 
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1783. They nutfe a fpecies of duck upon a fected 


lake in the cent# of the ifland, 'to which 
they'do nut admit ftrangers without préat 
felidtance. ‘They pay thofe'birds' kind of 
adoration. "The animals are fo faniiliar as 
to come to their worfhippery ‘and ¢ht out of 
their hands. The ifland of 'féohdnna being 
the largeft, affumes authority dyer the othér 
Comorrah iflands. But at this time that 
authority was vigoroufly difputed by the in- 
habitants of Mayotta, who, having ‘heard 
of the revolt of our tranfatlantic' edlenies, 
faid, ‘* Mayotta like America.” 


On the 24th of September, our fleet fail- 
ed from Johanna, and purfucd their defti- 
nation. A moft alarming fever attacked 
fuch of thofe as had, when on! “fhete at 
Johanna, flept on the banks of two rivu- 
lets at the watering~place, whilft thefe who 
had pitched their tents at a diftance from 
them remained well. This malady carried 
off great numbers of officers and men, of 
both the navy and army. The 42d regi- 
ment fuffered moft, having been encamped 
on the banks of one of the rivalets. After 

a calm, 
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a calm,-whgch Jafted from the 11th of Oq- 1783. 
tober to thr. 5th of. Novemaber, the shifting 
of the. Monteon.obliged them, thqugh pny 
‘evip Buadidaend fxg, leagues fram Bom- 
Aayy! tardtenr win a -porth-eafterly -courie, 
“ywhiely brought, them. within, fight of the 
land of -:Adebia. Felix on the 15th. They 
~béat of and, on the Arabian coaft, endea- 
wouriag, to work to the eaftward, but 
without fyccefs till the 26th, when they 
Stpod’ ia,- and anchored in Morabat Bay. 
rhe Indiamen, having taken the 42d regi- 
ment on board out of the tranfports, fell to 
leeward, and went to Kiffin Bay, in expec- 
tation ef joining Admiral Hughes’s fleet at 
Bombay, 


At Morabat there was nothing to be had 
but a few half-ftarved goats, and very {mall 
lean bullocks with caravanferas, and fome 
dried grafs from the mountains for fodder. 
Fowls are very {carce and confequently dear. 
There is hardly any fruit or grain of any 
kind, except a little caravanferas. What 
rice the Arabians have, is brought from the 
coaft of Malabar. They produced fome 

Pi: preferved 
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1783. prefteed datep, land fome bad: limes! Dheir 


-water ‘istbdougiit from mountains dive milks 
didtand, -evtker iy their women, tt on ithe 
‘backs oficamelk&. Our. meni funkism:pmeat 


awebdber ofscafke gnthe. fand|! from whenge 


‘they obtained abundances of brakbfh water, 
which was found nat unsvholefome dunng 
the temainder of the voyape, ceEphywet ye 
: ys ty 
The poor inhabitants were aftonithad at 
this, and the Sheik, or Chie6Perfonagein 
that part of the coaft, requefied.as a-mighny 
favour, that four or five cafke might bpileft 
as acommon bleffing to him and hik pqople: 
which was readily granted. These.is, how- 
cver, plenty of game, fuch 'as antelopes, 
roes, hares, pheafants, and partudges of;.a 
very large fize. The chief fond, of the in- 


habitants is fith, of which, they haye great 


varjety and abyndance. ;Though this di- 


-vifion of Arabia cannot in general boat of 


a fectile foil, yet it is .npt improperly de- 


,nominated happy, i: fince kad , natyre, 


guarding againft the ¢vils of lugusy on the 


-one barid,, and af want on the ether, holds 


“out ora childsen falutary and even deli- 
; 14 cious 
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iaus food, if they will bust feek after it. 1733. 


The men here, ftrung by their hardy man- 

«ner of life, m a country that gives aothing 
without-umertion;: are a well-formed race of 

people, mith fleek black hair, piercng:black 
eyesy alid.of!a martial appearance. Each 

manicarnes.a fpear and a target; and fome 

two {words with a target, wearing a fward 

on each fide. Not afew of them, in addi- 

sion ‘to thefe weapons, have matchlock- 
guns, ih the ufe of which they ere very ex- 

erpi-~The. Arabian women feem very ill 
vade.-:''Ehey live, like all the women of 
the Eaft,” in.a very reclufe manner, and all 

Of them wear veils.—The charaer of the 
Arsbians will be beit underftood by viewing 

it in coéntradiftinCtion to that of other neigh- 
bouring-nations: and this comparifon every 

‘man ‘had ati opportunity of making who 
has refided any time at Bombay. Here, be- 

fides Eniropeans of all countries, you 

meet with Turks, Perfians, Arabians, 

and Armenians. The Turks are ftately, 
prave, and hhoneft in their dealings. The 

Perians are more gay, lively, and conver- 

fible; but lefs to be trufted in matters of 

Ff 4 trade 
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1783. trade thagthe fatursnine Turks. The Aran 


bians are all,liie and fire, and when they 
treat on.any fubject, whether of bufineds 
ap.converfation, will make you a fine ora- 
tjqn in flowing numbers, and with a mufical 
cadence: but in their commercial dealings, 
they will take every advantage in their 
power. The Armenians, compared with the 
Arabians, {carcely appear to be of the fama: 
gender: they are handfome aad feft in’ 
their features, mild in their temapess, and, An, 
their nature, kind and :benaficent.. ». The 
Turks and Perfians are,,-for the snoft posts 
ftout-bodied men: ¢he Arabians, thoagh; 
of a {majjer ftature and flgnder, age agcaunts 
ed the-beft foldiers, poffefling, gteat agi-~: 
lity, and courage equal to their actigity, 


- Aiwar~pantomiine is fomretimes'to be feen 
at;Bothbay, between a nuntber of: Perfians 
oattheione fide; and Arabs on-the other, 
Tithe Perfians keep thet ‘grounds.and ward 
offnitie!blovgs'thabare aimed as them in the 
beBnmantaes they sein: the firabsy on the 


o atwasgowhea adtroké is aimed at thetn, 


fpadagierp im the. dino an’ incrofibie’ heaght, 
ssicl.q°> and 
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and-inftantly make an attack on their anta- 1783. 
ponifts. On the whole, the prefent Arabians 
are fuch as “we might expect that ancient 
and-umednquered people to be, who, at one 
poriod‘of- their Ihiftory, extended their arms 
over the grenteft part of the civilized 
world. “ Negure, by granting them but lit- 
the without induftcy; in a climate that fub- 
je@e then not to the enervation of fixed ha- 
bitatiofis, has qualified them to conquer the 
pofleflions of their effeminate ndighbours : 
andt weré! fuch a fpark of enthufiaftic ex- 
citérnent te fall among them now, as called 
thei: ‘forth into fplendid, though fanguinary 
aétion in the fixth century, the materials 
being {till the fame, it would raife an equal 
flame. 


The thipsof war, the Monmouth, He- 
yo, Ifa, andthe Manilla, with the Royal 
Chashotte and Raikes, having on board the 
g8th regiment, proceeded, an the 6th of 
December, ;t0 join Admiral Huges, leaving 
the 190th, segiment in the coppered tranf- 
portés.and the condwé& of the convoy to 
Captain Smith of the San Carlos; but the 

Charlotte, 
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#783. Gharldtteland Raikes, having each (pring a 
toperisditys were; obliged toi.put: back and 
jean thelveft, of the canvoy in Morahat Bayt’ 
Hbre:Major Rooke, of the 1ooth segithent, 
left the. army to.return by Suez ito England? 
Genera: Meadows. and Colonel Hullarten 
were’ on board the thips of war; and @Go-« 
lonel Mackenzie .Humberfton: was deft ta 
command the troops in the tran{borts; | with 
thofd ‘that had joined them sin the tRaikee 
and' Royal Charlotte. Colonel .ddumber. 
ften’s {quadron, then confifting: of thirteen 
fail, snclufive of a Portugueze fhipowhichk 
furnifhed them with wines, teft' Mbrabat 
en.the gth of December, 2784 undiazrivad 
at Bombay on the morning of the zadiog 
January, 1782. : cat CO¢gulo SD 

y 1 OMSL op 

Fhe Colonel landed the foldiers on Old 
Y¥ioman’s Ifaad,. for: tefrefhment |; .re-6m~ 
barked. them ‘pa ‘the 27th 3 onthe 8th fet 
faak forsMadrasi; onithe 4th of February an- 
ehtised int tho:tbads of .Tdlicherry ; and on 
the belief. she farhe month, off Anjengo, ist 
thle tdotsiniohe of the-King of Travancore, 
"Blertsrihbl ligtincty was received chat Hyttus. 
mon * Ally 
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Ally:had ovestram the whole of the:Qarnnas 1783. 
tio; that: bexthreatened the kingdomnof 
Pathore,r ad ithe fates of tthe Marawas, 
of | Marm ajtend Trinsvelly, with utter det 
ftredtioal; that he had circumvented and cut 
ofiiwp Britfe armies, and, in confequenca 
of the rmprazwence, pufillanimity, and dif~ 
fenfions of: the;Government of Madras, in« 
fiited the difpirited and aftonifhed garrifon 
of .Hott St: George itfelf, Colonel Hum 
besftan Mad now impatient to ga round by 
@apaCpmerin and join the army at Madras, 
bunt, on. receiving undoubted jntelligence 
that.the French fleet were at that time to 
affemmble off Point de Galle, and that come 
miffismes:fhad heen fent fome time ago ta 
Columbo and other ports in Ceylon, to lay 
up magazines for their flect and army, he 
called a council of war, and laid the fitua~ 
tion of affairs bafore them. Some propofed, 
after a paflage of near twelve months, to re~ 
turn for the refrefhment of the feamen: and 
foldiers to Bombay, and there so wait a 
favourable opportunity of going round te 
Madras: and others to march, fuch of the 
foldiers ag were able acsofs the Peninfula, 
from 
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2733. from Anjengo tothe Carnatic, dnd tofendthe 


fhips with the fick and lame bask to Bom- 
bay. But Colonel Mackenzie Humberfton, 
their commander, was {truck with the de- 
lays of the former .plan, and the-dangers of 
the latter. He therefore propafed, that 
with his own troops, which did not amount 
to one thoufand, and what Sepoys could be 
{pared from Tellicherry, the fiege of which 
had been Jately raifed with fo much mili- 
tary {kill and perfeverance by Major Abing- 
ton, to make a diverfion on the coaft of 
Malabar, in favour of our army in the Car. 
natic: a meafure which was seadily ap- 
proved by the council. In purfuance of 
this plan, it was determined that the little 
army: fhould land at Callicut ; whjch had 
fallen into the hands of the Tellicherry 
troops, of which Humberfton could claim 
the command as an officer of fuperior rank 
to that of Major Abington. Here, accord- 
ingly, the army debarked, and encamped in 
% cecoa-nut grove on the 18th of Fe- 
bruary . fs 


On 
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‘On the 27th’ of March, the flank com- 1783. 
panies of the army, with four companies of 
grenadier Sepoys, took the field under Ma- 
jor Robert ‘Douglas, fecond in command, 
but accémpanied by the commander in 
chief. "The reft of the army, under the 
condu& of Major John Campbell, were or- 
dered to follow. Proceeding fouthward by 
fhort marches, they determined, on the 7th 
of April, to attack the fort of Trincolore. 
The flank corps, accordingly, marched at 
the dawn, and after paffing fome difficult 
ground, came up with the enemy about 
eleven o’clock forenoon, drawn up in a field 
behind a hedge, and bc: wixt our army and 
the fort. An attack was opened upon our 
men by furpi:cc. “he enemy, however, 
foon gave way, and were purfued with great 
flaughter, for about three miles, to the ofher 
fide of Trinigardo. They continued to re- 
treat with percipitation till they reached 
Ramgurree; twenty miles from Trincolote 
plains: their ftrength was about one thoufand 
five hundred horfe, and three thoufand foot. 
Their commander, Mugdum-Ally-Khan, 
was a near relation of Hyder’s, who was 

killed 
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1783. billed ivttinbadtion. The lofsuftaioal by 


_ the cnenny milift have exceeded fonrthund red 


then/!and ‘feveral hundred thoikts: i: Ourg 
wassvery ‘trdfling, The! army wifted three! 
days at.Vangally-cottah. « Irpcdhdir: marche 
to Ternavey, on.the 13th of. Ap) owhich: 
was very fultry; fourteen of thd fuldiers;iun- 
feafened to the climate, droppédi down: at 
the fame inftant, and fuddenly died! - It 
remarkable that thefe men were; every one 
. them, the ftouteft that day in the line. . 
Aa anes 
On the approach of the rainy feafon ont’ 
troops retired to cantonements at Calicut, 
where they arrived by the dyth of May; 
1782. They again took the field: on ‘the 


2d of September, with their eye fixed on 
Pallacottah, a ftrong fort: ftwated about 


one mile from Pallacatcherry, which com- 
mands the great fouthern pafs between the 


coafts of Malabar and Coromandel; The 


fecond battalion of the 42d regiment having 
now joined them, our army confaited of 
above nine hundred Britith, and two thou- 
a i 
ae ¢ Eigse ae 9 


Colonel 
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Colonel Humberftone, in order to. mika 1783. 
the diverfon ‘he had in view‘ the more re-! 
{pettable, Slacited aid from our good allyand: 
friend the Kang of Txavancore, and obtainw 
ed zwelvelwindrtd Sepoys with Europeanof. 
ficers and'Serfrants, maintained at the King’s. 
expences», Ourlittle army wasaccompanied by. 
atrainoftartillery of fix eighteen pounders, 
two twelve pounders, eight fix pounders, and- 
four amuzettes: the whole managed by a+ 
bove eighty European, and one hundred and 
fifty black or native artillery-men. But, 
for want of draught bullocks, they were 
obliged to leave the half of their eighteen 
pounders, and both their twelve pounders, 
at "Pananah. For the fame reafon they 
were obliged to leave all their mortars and 
lipwitzers at Ramguree. They came be- 
fore this place on the 2oth of Septembery,- 
and were preparing to open mortar batteries - 
againft it, as its lofty fituation did not ad- 
mit of any other mode of attack, when it! 
was deferted on the night of the 6th of 
OGober. Ramguree is fituated thirty miles 
inland from Pananah, exactly midway be- 
tween _ place and Pallacottah. They 

therefore 


Cat 


MEMOLES OF THE: 


ry83. tengefore-gercifoned it with convale(cents, 


gad fome-saen that had been flightly wound- 
ed, aad made it the centre link ai a chain 
of communication. 


On the r4th they took Mungara-cottah, 
with about nincty foot prifemers.: Here 
they left all their women and heavy baggage, 
and on the 18th marched to Pallacatcherry, 
about ten miles difttant. About three miles 
from the fort they encountered -the enemy, 
who gave way almoft without refiftance. 
Our troops purfued them till they reached 
their camp, which they had burned to the 
ground. The Englith formed their en- 
campment near it, as the enemy were ejther 
difperfed or had fled into Pallacottah ; and 
the inhabitants of Pallacottah into the couse 
try. On the igth, they marched and en» 
camped within gun-fhot of the fort. An 
ineffeQual cannonade was kept up by the 
enemy, and various movements were made 
by our army, one of which encouraged a 
vaig, attempt on our camp, from the igth 
to the .21ft of OGober, when. the Com- 
mander, convinced that he could not reduce 

. Palla. 
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Pattacottah without heavy ‘artillery, “‘Bawe 1734, 
ordersy Inte at night, for the -tréops to be 
ander army, “at four o’elock next morting) 

in order to retire to the ground which they 

had occupied on the night of the 18th. 


Unfortunately the Brigade-Major, who di« 
rected the retreat, inftead of putting thé 
line to the right about, ordered them to 
countersmarch, which threw the ftores and 
baggage into the rear, and expofed them to 
the enemy, who had early intelligence, 
which they did not fail to improve, of this 
movement. The Englith, in entering the 
town of Pallacatcherry, were obliged to pafs 
though a narrow defile. Near the farther 
end of the town, a {mall party of the ene- 
my, called a vider, was pofted on an emi- 
nence, with a {mall light. When the 
van of our army approached this light, 
the widef extinguifhed it; and this was 
the fignal for an affault. They juftly 
concluded, ‘that when our van reached fo 
far, not above one third of our line would 
remain on their fide of the defile; and that 
with them only they would have to com 

Von. I. Gg bat. 
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bat. The event exceeded their moft fan~ 
guine withes, for, by the time that our van 
had reached the light, f{carcely, any thing 
remained to enter the defile but the rear- 
guard and the baggage. On thefe the ene- 
my made a furious attack: whilft our van 
faced to the right about, and went to their 
afiiftance.. The rear-guard, and a fmall 
part of the baggage were faved by a move- 
ment of the flank companies: but the whole 
provifion of the army was loft, and almoft 
all their ammunition, befides private bag- 
gage. Several of our men were mortally 
wounded; and among thefe Major G. EIut- 
chinfon of the g$th regiment. His death 
was deeply regretted by the whole army. 
Even the black troops fhed tears at his in- 
terment. The little Englifh army had 
taken poft on the ground they had intended 
to occupy, when orders were given to re- 
treat. Colonel Humbeifton intended to 
have remained in camp, on this ground, for 
fome time, and to fend back all the bul- 
locks he could collect, to bring up fome 
battering guns from Ramgurree. But, after 
the late difafter, fcarcely any bullocks were 

to 
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to be found: and there was now no refource 1783. 
but in retiring to the coaft. But they were 
fcarcely on the line of march, when they 
were attacked from every thicket, and ex- 
ceedingly harraffed both in their flanks and 
rear. About funfet they reached the river 
Caveri, which the late falls of rain had 
rendered impaflable. They therefore reited 
upon their arms all night, while the en- 
gineer’s people were employed in conftru<t- 
ing rafts of wood to float them over in the 
morning. This day they had not tafted any 
food. Lieutenant Wheeie:, with fixtcen 
foldiers was wounded, and feveral Sepoys 
killed. 


The fwelling of the river having fubfided 
in the nicht, they pafled through in the 
morning undifturbed, and, at night, reach- 
ed the banks of the river near Mungarah- 
cottah, which was impafiable. This, too, 
was a day of fafting. With fome difficulty 
a few rice cakes were conveyed in the even- 
ing, acrofs the river, from Mungarah-cot- 
tah ; from whence alfo plentiful fupplies 
of bullocks and rice were fent, and convey- 

 Gga2 ed 
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17%3. ¢d with préater eafe, next morning. Du. 


ring thefe three laft days, a prodigious dew 
fettion took place among the Sepoys, one 
of whom, caught in the act of deferting, 
was blown from the mouth of: a cannon. 
Colonel Humberftoh, on the ed of No- 
vember, removed his camp to the Munga- 
rah-cottah fide of the river, and covered his 
right flank with the fort. Having previ- 
eully fent off the fick and wounded, the 
women, and the baggage to Pananah, he 
fprung mines under the four baftions of 
of Mungarah-cottah Fort. Two of the 
mines blew the baftions above them to de- 
ftruction: the other two mifgave. At 
night they reached Cunitery, and, the night 
after, they regained their old ground at 
Ramgurree, which they blew up on the 
evening of the 18th. 


Here they received repeated and certais 
information, that Tippeo Saib, during the 
inaction of our army in confequence of the 
civil difputes at Madras, had left the Car- 
natic, snd was advancing towards them at 
the head of an army of twenty theufand 


men, 
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men, and twenty-four pieces of cannon. 1733, 
Orders were immediately given for the line 
to be ready to march by four in the morn- 
ing. A+ picquet of about one hundred and 
fifty men, were ftationed at the diftance of 
near three miles from Ramgurree, the pre- 
fent {tation of the army. This picquet the 
Major of Brigade accidentally neglected to 
call in, in the evening of the 18th, and, in 
the morning of the 1gth, it was with dif- 
ficulty that a meffenger could be found who 
would venture to go to their poft, as it was 
faid that the enemy had been feen in the 
interval. Lieutenant Halliday, at lait, 
brought them in, after the line had been 
under arms four hours waiting their return. 
It was about nine o'clock, before noon, 
when our {mall army began to march: but 
{carcely had they advanced three miles from 
their ground, when Tippoo Saib, who had 
previoufly fent forward detachments to be 
pofted in advantageous fituations for galling 
them as they paffed, opened a canncnade 
on their rear. They at firft attempted to 
reach Pananah by a fhort route, through a 
fat country of rice grounds, without pailing 
the river at all. But they were obliged, 
G 23 after 


479 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


1783, after marching fome miles, to return to their 


former courfe. They were obliged to fight 
their way all day long, both with mufketry 
and cannon. It was nearly dark when they 
reached that curve, or concave, where there 
is a ford of the Pananah river: but it was fa 
{woln with the late rains, that it was deeemd 


both by the enemy and our men, impaf- 
fable, 


In this perilous fituation they halted for 
two hours in the utmoft incertitude.— 
People were fent above and below the ford, 
to find, if poffible, a practicable pafs. It 
was determined, if thefe fhould return un- 
fuccefsful, as the only defperate refource 
that remained in a defperate cafe, to beat 
up the enemy’s camp before the approach 
of morning, and either conquer or die.— 
A ford, however, was found; and though 
it was fo deep as to take ordinary men to 
the chin, and the ftrength of the current 
lifted many off the ground, yet, by cling- 
ing to one another, and affifting each other, 
not a2 man was loft. A few men of fhort 
ftature were obliged to let go their muskets 
and ammunition, which they carried on 

their 
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their head, in order to fave themfelves; 1783. 
and only two black women were loft out 
of the whole army. This was dene in the 
dark, and happily unperceived by the ene- 
my. The 1ooth regiment covered the paf- 
fage of the river, for fear of interruption.— 
After having paffed, they proceeded with as 
little noife as poflible to the high ground at 
Ternavey, about five miles diftant, and 
there halted near two hours, kindled large 
fires, and dried their clothes. Before dawn 
they moved off, and two miles forward they 
paffed Pananah river, at the fecond ford, 
eight miles above the town of that name, 
without moleftation. The enemy imagin- 
ing them to be {till in the concave of the 
river, did not ftir all night, expeGting them 
to become an eafy prey in the morning. 
This Tippoo afterwards acknowledged at 
Mangalore. 


They were much furprifed, therefore, to 
find, on the morning, that our men had 
efcaped them, and had alfo repafied the ri- 
ver at the other ford, before even their ca- 
valry came in view ef them. Thus the 

Gge4 Englith 
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1783. Fnplith proceeded on their march without 


moleftation till they came within two mile 
of the town of Pananah, when fome of the 
enemy attempted to harrafs their rear, but 
without almoft any execution, -They enw 
tered Pananah about four o’clock after acon, 
and the army was divided into three divi- 
fions, and properly pofted to defend the 
town, which continued to he blockaded ta 
the sth of December, when Hyder-Ally's 
death called Tippoo to affairs of greater 
importance. 


Thus Colonel Mackenzie Humberfton, 
with his little army, at lait effectuated 
his ariginaldefign, of creating a diverfion on 
this coaft, in order to relieve the- Carnatic z 
for, till this zra, the Carnatic armies could 
do little more than march in fight of the 
enemy ance a month, and then return to the 
Prefidency, or, the Mount, for provifions, 
The frequent fupplies neceffary to be thrown 
into, the fortrefs of Vellore exhaufted half. 
the exertions of aur army in efcorting.them ; 
hut aow hai _— had withdrawn him- 

uv Selfs. 
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(if, the Carnatic armies began to a& with’ 
— effec, as well as freedom. 


No fooner had Humberfton drawn Tip- 


poo Saib to the coaft, than the arrival of 
Colonel Macleod, a fentor officer, fuperfeded 
him in the command on the very day of his’ 
arrival in Pananah. When Colonel Hum- 
berften firft landed his little army on the 
Malabar coaft, he had painted the advanta- 
ges of his intended plan in fuch ftrong co- 
lours to the Bombay government, that it was 
immediately adopted ; and this being com- 
municated to the other Prefidencies and 
the India- Houfe, it was refolved that rein- 
forcements fhould be fent both from Madras 
and Bombay, to his little army. Had this 
plan of Humberfton’s been left to his exe-~ 
cution, invall probability it would not only 
have proved the falvation of the Carnatic, 
which it ultimately proved, in {pite of the 
weaknefs and mifguided meafures of the 
{ucceeding commanders, but might have ter- 
minated in a total difmemberment of the 
rifing empire of Myfore, and prevented the 
calamities which afterwards befel the chief 
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4783. officers in particular, and the inferior offi- 


cers and men in general of that army, and 
thofe who afterwards joined them. 
* ‘ 
Our army being elofely blockaded, were 
employed in raifing lines of defence, when, 
on the morning of the 28th of Novem- 
ber, before dawn, a general affault was 


“made by the enemy on the centre poft, 


commanded by Major Campbell. The 
enemy were headed by Mr. Lally and a 
party, if not all his men, on fopt; they 
came on in columns, took a {mall mud 
fort without our lines, and diflodged our 
Sepoys without refiftance. The alarm 
was immediately given,. and the blockaded 
were inftantly in arms: the enemy, how- 
ever, had already reached our lines, and were in 
poffeffion of our guns. The g2d regiment 
attacked them vigoroufly with the bayonet, 
and foon turned their front back upon thofe 
who fupported them. Thefe, attempting 
to flee, put their followers in confufion. A. 
general rout took place, though they re- 
peatedly endeavoured to rally. The conteft 
lafted feveral hours, when the enemy re- 
treated, leaving about one hundred and 
f fift 
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fifty killed and wounded upon the field. 1733. 
Captain de L’Ifle, and a young enfign, were 
made prifoners ; the firft morteNy wounded. 


In January, 1783, Brigacier- General 
Mathews landed with an army under his 
command at Margee, about three hun- 
dred miles north of Pananah, and fent or- 
ders for the fouthern army to join him with- 
out lofs of time. Tippoo having raifed 
the blockade of Pananah, on the sthof De- 
cember, left our army there, wholly unem- 
barraffed, and they forthwith embarked, 
about Chriftmas, for Margee ; but the Sepoy 
corps and all the black artillery and bag- 
gage, draft and pack bullocks and horfes, 
went by land, coaftways, to our fetticment 
of Tillicherry. The firft divifion, confift- 
ing of the Europeans, left Tillicherry on 
the 1ft of January, and five days after- 
wards, boats having been provided for the 
black troops, they alfo embarked and pro- 
cetded immediately. Before the fouthern 
army could join that under Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Mathews, he had made a defcent upon 
the coaff; and with feveral finall forts of 
little confequence had taken the fortrefs of 

Onore 
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3783. Otioré, whith whs eftcemed a'placé' of fome 


Yttengtlt dnd importance. This fort,. after 
a vain fummons to the Keeladar te furrén- 
der, in order to prevent the effufion of 
Bide,’ was taken by form onthe sth of 
January. The enémy had abovt four hun- 
dred killed and wounded. We 'todk above 
two thoufand prifoners ; amd ‘here; ac¢ord- 
ing to the ufual cuftom of our, little army, 
they fet all the prifoners at liberty, ‘after dif- 
arming them, excepting three or'four'mnen 
‘of fome rank, fram whom ranfoms Were 


expected, 


The firft divifion of the fouthern ‘army 
Janded at Rajamondroog on the 2d ard 3d 
of January, and foon after marched ta‘ fotm 
a junction with General Mathews, which 
they effected on the 17th at Cundapore, a 
place alfo upon the coaft, which had juit fal- 
Jen into his hands without much affiftance. 
The army, confifting of about twelve hun- 
dred Europeans, and eight battalions of Se- 
poys, with a proportionate number of artil- 
Jery and Lafcars, moved forward, direéting 


: their lint of march towards the gitat ‘pats, 
witch leads to the table-land of Hindoftan, 


over 
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over that yait chain of mountains which 1783. 


tun from Cape Comorin northward into 
Perfia. “ 


This pafs is called Huffain-gurry Ghaut. 
Fromthabettem to the top of this\Ghaut, or 
Pafs, 4 {pace;of about five miles, the road 
winds in various directions, as the natural 
fleepnefg and ruggednefs of the afcent could 
he eafieft overcome by art, and made practi, 
cable to the human foot. At every turning 
these was a battery of guns or a well-manned 
redoubt. The army reached the foot of the 
Ghauts on the 24th, and earlyon the morning 
of the ggth made the attack. The Britith 
troops carried every thing before them, and 
chiefly with the bayonet. One ftrong re- 
doubt at the top of the Ghauts they almoft 
defpaired of being able to reduce. But a 
detachmeat found means to clamber up the 
rocks, and by making a detour came roung 
upon the hack of it. Here all who made 
refifance were pat tothe fword, and the 
Ghauts were now their own. Next day 
thay proceededfor Hyder-nagur, or Bednore, 
the — of the country which bears its 

ian 2 name, 
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1783. name, and‘ diftant from ‘the top of the 


Ghauts about nine miles. Upon ‘their 
approach to that great capital, with only 
fix rounds of ammunition each man, Hyat 
Saheb, the Jemmadaur, who wa’ the high- 
eft military, as well as civil officer in 
Canara and the Bednore countries, fent out 
a Captain Campbell, an Englifh prifoner, 
to offer terms of furrender.—He ftipulated 
that his own private property fhould be fe- 
cred, that he fhould be continued by the 
Englith in his former ftation and dignity, 
and that he.would furrender all public mo- 
nies and property to the captors, and would 
give inftant orders for all the dependencies 
on Bednore, to open their gates to the En- 
glifh troops. Thefe terms were promifed, 
and our troops took quiet poffeflion of Bed- 
nore and all its immenfe treafures, without 
a fingle blow; orders were accordingly if- 
fued by the Zemindar, to forts Mangelore, 
Ananpore, Deckull, Cowlydroog,’ Sujapore, 
Siccapore, Samfatcha Ghastt, Caricall, and 
Mont -Bidrure, with other places, to furren- 
der ta the. Enzlith arms. Sotne of thefe 
— the {ummons, others of them ob~ 

ftinately 
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ftinately refufed, and breathed defiance. 134. 
Thefe were Mangalore, Deckull, and An- 
anpore. This laft fortrefs, after violating 
the rules of war, by detaining our flags of 
truce and fending them off prifoners, ftood the 
ftorm on the 14th of February, after a prac- 
ticable breach was made. It was, how- 
ever, aflaulted and carried, and all who re- 
fifted were facrificed to the rules of war 
fubfifting among civilized nations, to the 
amount of about three hundred men. Two 
hundred and eleven of thefe were buried in 
one grave, which was a draw-well, the 
fame day. From Ananpore ‘our troops ap- 
peared before Siccapore, but made no fe- 
rious attack upon it. Mangalore was next 
attacked. After a practicable breach was 
made, and our men prepared to ftorm it on 
the gth of March, Ruftan-Ally-Beg, the 
Commandant, endeavoured to roufe his 
people to defend the breach, but in vain. 
They refufed to obey him, and he was ob- 
liged to furrender. They were permitted to 
depart without arms, but with their private 
property untouched. About one hundred and 
fty Frenchmen of Lally’s corps were made 
prifoners: 


«te, 
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prilanesss, abe .folicited emplopmencint ¢f« 
tillerg-sngs in ours, with the sfame- eatihe. 
thas..they chad,beld in their foomor. fies 
ViCKy, .eApey warp told that this couldimat- 
be gene; by, the General; but that if-eha.ge- s 
verpment of, Bambay approved of at, they. 
would ¢ntertain them accordingly, to which . 
they. all confented. 


The unfortunate Keeladar, RiyfhansAliyy 
for giving up this fortrefs, although , he 
compounded for his head and pasd part of 
the ranfom, was executed on the hilly is 
fight of Mangalore, on the 22d of Nevygm- 
ber, 1783. After Mangalore fell into ons 
hands, General Mathews, with fons-come 
panies of the 102d regiment, and part of 
the black troops, returned to Badypre.-t, 
A prodigious treafure was fownd+ henry, 











by all accounts not tefs than en¢:miliion, of 


pounds, befides jewels and other precious 
ftones, the moft of which was public pro- 
perty. But, notwithftandiag the reafopable, 
requeft of the army to have pect of that 
fpoil djgided, their leader politively refusal . 
their requeft, though they were then,, 3), 
great diftrefs from want of money, having ; 


received 
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received ne pay for aimoft twelve months, 1783. 
and fome of them in arrears fixteeh and 
eighteen months. On fuch an unjuft and 
impolitic refufal, loud complaints enfued. 
Remonftrance upon remonftranee, figned 
by the whele army, was prefented to no 
purpofe. The moft arbitrary meafures 
were purfued ; and, though no confufion 
arofe, yet the difcontents ran fo high, that 
Colonels Macleod and Humberfion, and 
Major Shaw, left the army, and went 
{traight to Bombay, to lay the matter be- 
fore theGovernorand Council. Their re- 
prefentations were fo well fupported, and 
the coriduct of General Mattnews fo fla- 
grant and unjuft, that the Governor and 
Counczt immediately fuperfeded him, and 
appointed Colonel Macleod, the next in 
command, Brigadier-General and Com- 
mandeér in Chief. But this unfortunately 
happened too late : for in the mean time, 
it is confidently afferted, that General 
Matthews fent off about the fum of 
300,c00l. including what Hyat-Saheb fent 
for him to Cundapore, as if for himfelf : 
and this treafure was all delivered to Cap- 
Vox. I. Hh tain 


hte IMBMOIRS OF THE - 


1483. tainMatthews}brotherofthe General, who 
iconveyedt it‘ta Goa, to be remitted to Hu- 
ropes. ‘Some eircumftances have finoe o¢- 
warred, which cenfirm this feppofitien. 
‘Fhe 4th and 8th grenadier battalions of 
“fepoys, and feaie {mall detachments, were 
left at Mangalore, and direéted to reduce 
Deckull, a fort on the coaft, thirty-fix 
miles fouth of Mangalore. Thefe troops, 
commanded by Captain Brown, after fusi- 
moning it to furrender in vain, battered 
and {tormed it on the 3d of April. - The 
enemy made a brave refiftance; repulfed 
our fepoys, with the lofs of Captain Brown, 
Lieutenant Scott, and fifty-three men: 
and our fepoys refufed again to attempt 
the breach. An efcort of fifty Europeans, 
of the 42d and 1coth regments, under 
Lieutenant Dunbar, arriving at. Manga- 
love, was ordered to marth to Deckull to 
dead the ftorm, which again took place on 
the 7th, where it was carried, and con- 
fiderable havock made among thofe whe 
sefifted. In this bloody aétion’ we had 
enly four Britons killed and wounded. 


a ae s - ® Colonel 
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Colonel Macleod, now Brigadier-Gene- 1783, 
ral'and Commander in Chief, with Colonel 
Humberfton‘and Mayr Shaw, on their re- 
turn.in the Ranger {now to join the army, 
on the 7th of April, off Geriah, fell in with 
the Maratta fleetof five fail of {quare-rigged 
veffels. .Peace had been agreed on with that 
people, and proclaimed at Bombay before 
the departure of the Ranger, though the 
Marattas did not know of it. The new 
General, rather than come to an eclairciffe- 
ment, or be taken into Geriah for a day, 
impatient to pufh on and to fignalize himr 
felf, . madly recommended fighting the 
whole fleet. The battle was moft obfti- 
tate : nor did it ceafe till almoft every 
man in the Englifh fhip was killed or 
wounded. Among the former was Major 
Shaw,v-ofthe rooth regiment ; and among 
the lagtex,. Briigadier-General Macleod, and 
Colonel Humberfton. The Captain of the 
fhip, Pruin, and Lieutenant J. Taylor, 
were carried prifoners into Geriah, a port 
of the Marattas, where they remained for 
feveral weeks. Here Colonel Mackenzie 
Humberfton died of his wounds, in the 

Hha twenty- 
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2783. twenty-eighth year of his age. Att early 


and Kabitual converfancy with the heroes 
of antient, as well as modern times, nou- 
rifhed in his mind a paffion for military 
giory, and fupported him under unremit- 
ting application to all thofe ftudies by 
which he might improve his mind, rife to 
honourable diftinétion, and render his 
hameimmortal. His untimely and la- 
mented death feverely arraigned the con~ 
duct of him who had occafioned it : to 
whom he formed in many important re- 
fpects a contraft; being not only acute, but 
profound and fteady in his views, gallant 
without oftentation, and {pirited without 
temerity and imprudence. Soon after 
thefe gentlemen left the army for Bombay, 
Major Campbell, with the 42d reginient, 
was ordered from Bednore to Monbiddry 
and Carical, two {mall forts below the 
Ghautts. Detachments from the army: 
were fent every where to occupy every vil- 
lage, and every town and mud fort: fa 
that the army became exceedingly dif- 
perfed, and thefe detachments not having 
been made — orinany regular man-. 

re ner, 
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mer, the Officers could not even a¢count 1783. 


for their men. 


In this ftate of affairs, the army, dream~- 
ing of nothing but riches, inattentive ta 
all intelligence, and neglecting to repair 
the defences or the fort, Tippoo’s army 
came upon them on the gth of April, 
drove in a detachment ftationed at Fat- 
tiput, four miles diftant, and having taken 
the town of Bednore, witha confiderable 

uantity of ammunition, which no pre- 
caution had been taken to lay up in the 
magazines, clofely befieged the fort. As 
nothing very remarkable happened during 
the fiege of this place, unlefs it be two 
forties made upon theenemy, which were 
il] condugted, and which produced no 
confequences of any importance, let us 
leave it befieged for a moment, and juft 
notice an occurrence or two which were 
the natural effects of that extreme improvis 
dence, with which almoft the whole army 
feem to have been infatuated, 
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1783. ‘The Ghautts of Hyder-Ghur and Sam- 


fhatfah were attacked and carried on the 
gth of April. Cundapore was evacuated 
on the roth. Major Catnpbell thought it 
proper to make a prudent retreat from the 
forts of Monhiddry and Carical, and re~ 
tired ,with the 42d regiment, and fome 
convalefcents and fepoys, to Gurpore, feven 
miles from Mangalore ,and the Coaft, 
where he encamped. On the 2othof April, 
Major Campbell, conceiving it neceflary, 
from the intelligence he had of the fitua~ 
tion of affairs, came to Mangalore, and 
took the command from Captain Sarto- 
rius, who was chief Engineer. On the 
26th, the 42d regiment, and the 8th bat- 
talion of fepays, (who had no guns) were 
driven in by the enemy from Gurpore, 
and prefently after, a confiderable body of 
the enemy encamped on the Coodry Hills, 
about three miles diftant, and in view of 
Mangalore fort. While thefe things were 
palling, Tippoo was carrying on the fiege 
of Bednore, with effect, againft a garrifon 
unprovided with fhelter or cafemats, their 
provifions exhaufted, their ammunition 


Ov _ 
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expended, no hope of fuccour, and ftill 178 3. 


lefs of effeéting a retreat to the Coaft, be- 
fore fuch a numerous and well provided! 
army, already 3 in poffeifion of all the paffes 
and the country around them, 


The number of the Enplith, diminifhed 
by difeafe as well as the fword, now found 
themfelves (on the 30th of April) obliged 
fo capitulate. Honourable terms were 
promifed them, and on the 2d of May they 
marched out with the honours of war, 
grounded their arms at a confiderable dif- 
tance from the fort, and began to think of 
preparing for to-morrow’s march for Sa- 
dafhagur, upon the Malabar Coaft, where, 
the articles ftipulated, they fhould embark 
for Bombay or Tellicherry. But they were 
foon awakened from that agresable reverie, 
by a large body of troops who came to fur 
round them. ‘Tippoo faid, that the army 
had forfeited their claim to be fet at liberty, 
by a breach of the articles of capitulation, 
in embezzling and fecreting the public 
money, which was all, in good faith, to 
be delivered up. And in this, there was 

Hh 4 but 
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2983. but.teo much tsith: for it is Laid, that 
even the bamboo of the General's palan- 
quin was, by his own defire, pierced and 
filled with pagodas; and even after he -had 
agreed and figned the capitulation, he took 
the public money, and iffued to the troops 
two months pay, which came toa confide- 
rable fum, but which was all pillaged from 
them by the enemy’s fepoys. Thus, ava- 
rice, the ruling paffion of this unfortunate 
man, not only reduced himfelf to ruin 
and difgrace, but was the caufe of mifery 
and deftruction to many gallant Officers 
and foldiers. The fufferings of thefe gen- 
tlemen have been impioufly confidered by 
fanatical fpirits, as vifitations of Provi- 
dence: while others of undoubted libe- 
rality of fentyment, for who will not allow 
the conductors of the New Annual Re- 
gifter to be fuch? mifled by erroneous 
accounts from India, have reprefented 
them as the natural, if not the judicial 
confequences of their own enormitics.--- 
Fired with indignation at thefe yeproach- 
es, the furviving Officers of thearmy com- 
manded by Brigadier General Matthews, 


to 
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to the number of 53 geritlemen, pubhfh- 1783. 
ed in concert, a fatisfactory vindication 
of their conduct. But, in this apology, 
they are obliged te encounter and arraign 
the exaggerations, abfurdities, and hes of 
certain young men of their own order; 
and thus they make, at once, their own de- 
fence, and that of the publication of which 
they complain. It is a maxim, that the 
corruption of the beft things, renders 
them the worft. The prefs is according. 
ly, a powerful engine of good or evil ; but 
fortunately, it poffeffes in itfelf qn anti- 
dote to the evils to which it may give 
birth: fince no man needs to be long 
injured by calumny, where he is at liber- 
ty to inveftigate and difcover the truth. 


The unfortunate garrifon of Bednore, 
(or Hydernagur), were put in irons, and 
marched like felons to the different prifons 
of Seringapatam, Shittledroog, Capal- 
droog, Gutty, Bangalore, and other places ; 
and on their march, and during their 
imprifonment, they who furvived it, fuf- 
fered treatment, the idea of which fills 

the 
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the mind: with, horror. Intelligence of 


thefe untoward circumftances, caufed a 
confiderable defertion among the fepoys, 
and of one caught going, off to the enemy, 
it-was deemed neceflary to make an ex- 
ample. He was, therefore, blown from 
the mouth of a cannon at Mangalore, on 
the 2d of May. 


The enemy having afiembled in force 
upon the heights of Coodry, to the num- 
ber of 7,000, which put our foraging 
parties in danger, it was thought necefla- 
ry to try to diflodge them. On the 6th 
of May, therefore, before dawn, all the 
troops in garrifon, (the 4th company of 
grenadier fepoys excepted) marched out to- 
gether, with the 1ft battalion of fepoys ar- 
rived yefterday from Bombay, about 1400 
men .4m all,, came upon the enemy be- 
fore they were aware, juft at the dawn, 
put tham agmodiately into confufion, kill- 
ed a.confidesable number of them, and 
took 2 brafsgnd 2 iron ordnance, 3 tumn 
brils, 18g-*bytllocks, and fume horfes.--~ 
Fhey had two Officers wounded, and two 

foldiers 
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foldiers killed, and one wounded im this 178 
affair. ° 
Intelligence was now brought, that a 
large army was approaching, and confirm- 
ed the mefancholy account of the fall of 
Béedndie. Every thing now boded an ap- 
proaching fiege, and every exertion be- 
came now neceflary, in order to be prepared 
for fuftaining it. Rice was laid up for four 
months, but rather witha /paring hand; and 
other things, (even fuch as could be got) 
with the fame parfimony. On the 16th, a 
fcout of about 20 horfemen appeared ; 
next day, a greater body reconnoitred the 
heights of Coodry, the field of action 
of the 6th inftant. Next day, part of their 
army encamped there, and were augment. 
ed daily till the 2oth; when they drove in 
our picquets, and made themfelves mafters 
of part of the town, while gur troops de- 
fended the other part of it with 4 guns, 
and a part of the rooth regtment, &c.--~ 
The 1ft and 8th battalions of fepoys, fta- 
tioned upon a hill 1200 yards diftant, and 
efteemed a poft of canfequence, were, on 
the 
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wt. the morning of the 23d, attacked, nearly 


furrounded, and hard purfued to the gates 
ef Mangalore. We, from that moment, 
Were clofely invefted. 


- In this purfiit we had a Captain and 
Enfign killed, and two fubalterris wound- 
ed, with three fepoys and about three hun- 
dred black troops killed and miffing. The 
whole coaft now acknowledged its former 
ymafter, Mangalore, with its dependencies, 
Qnore and the {mall fort of ea only 
_ excepted. 


? Mangalore is the chief place of ftrength, 
and commands the beft harbour in (ana~ 
ra. It is fituated in the thirteenth degree 
of north latitude, at the conflux of two 
rivers, which difemhogue themfelves into 
the fea under the muzzles of its guns, at 
which place it is about half a mile wide, 
and within: the bar forms a {pacious har- 
beur for fhips of seo tons. The fort is 
nearly fquart, and is built of ftone. It 
has three towers, with very thin and weak 
battlements ; and artillery is mounted on 


each, 
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each of its fides, which face the foug-car- 
dinal points. On the weit fide, next the 
fea, there is an oblong addition to the fort, 
on very low ground, reaching the whela 
length of that fide, with four circular tur-~ 
rets and guns, The fort of Mangalore has a 
pretty good ditch, except to the eaftward, 
where about fixty feet of the rock was nof 
cut through: and round the covered way 
there are eight towers, with artillery 
mounted on each of them. The ditch ig 
not wet towards the north-eaft and fouth« 
eaft quarters; and in fummer even the 
weftern part of the ditch becomes very dry. 
It would exceed the limits within which it 
has been thought proper to confine thefe 
Memoirs, to enter into a detail of the fiege 
of this fortrefs. Let it fuffice, for the pre- 


fent, if we ftate the force that was brought: 


againft it, that by which it was defended, 
and fome of the principal aétions and oc~ 
currences, which may ferve to convey an 
idea of the refources, both of the befieged. 
and the affailants. 


The 
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The forée that sow invefted Mangalore, 
confifted in 60,000 horfe; 30,000 difci- 
plined fepoys ; 600 French infantry, unde? 
the command of Colonel Coffigny ; Monf. 
Kally’s corps, compofed of Europeans and. 
hatives ; a French troop of European di 
mounted cavalry, under the command of 
Monf. Boodena, an Officer in the French 
fervice ; many thoufands of irregulars, and 
near 100 pieces of artillery. ‘The whole of 
this valt army amounted to 140,000 fight- 
ingmen. The front of their encampment 
extended, from right to left, three miles : 
aad ‘parties were ftationed upon and behind 
the adjacent hills. They were commanded 
by Tipppoo-Sultan in perfon. . His bro- 
ther Kirrum-Saib, and Mahomed-Ally 
Khan, one of his father’s moft trufted 
commanders and confidential en were 
alfo -prefent. ' 


The ftrength of our garrifon was com- 
pofedof 696 Europeans, including ninety~ 
one Officers, and 2,850 black troops, a- 


mounting in all to 3,546 fighting men,. 


befides pioneers and camp followers. 
The 
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_ The,enemy broke ground on the,narth 1783s 
fide of the fort, and by the 27th of May. 
‘completed eleven embrafures. A party of 
ourimen, went out to deftroy this work; 
and to, {pike their guns, but were repulfed 
On the, 29th, tke garrifon was aftonifhed 
with vplligs of large ftones, fome of them 
weighing'350 pounds. The ftones were 
affixed tq wooden plugs or ftoppers; and 
thefe fitted, and by means of a fledge, 
forced tightly into the calibres or chafes of 
mortars. They generally fell within the 
fort, being directed with great precifion. 
When they met not with any refiftance, 
their velocity, accelerated by the height 
from which they fell, buried them in the 
earth. Where they were oppofed by any 
body harder than themfelves, they were 
dafhed into a thoufand pieces. There was 
no fhelter for our troops from thefe terri: 
ble annoyances. Their noife in the night 
was dreadful; and their effects often hor- 
rid, and always fatal. They who were 
{truck by them in the body were cut off 
by a fudden, and of courfe, an eafy death : 
but the unfortunate fufferers who were 
: crufhed 
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1783. erufhed by them in their extremities, often 
Hirigered 1 iri excruciating pain for feveral 
days. Some amputations were performed? 
bift there wa not fo much as one inftance 
UF 'vecovery. “The ftones alfo deftroyed 
fhe roofs of huts and houfes, which 
thaterials were wanting to repair: a cir- 
tumitince, in the height of a monfoon, 
truly deplorablé: A conftant and heavy 
carinonade was kept up from batteries 
eteéted on the north, on the eaft, and on 
the fouth. On the evening of the 4th of 
Jane, the whole north face of the fort, 
with its towers, was entirely difmantled. 
A few days after, a practicable breach was 
effected in the wall, which, it was expected, 
the enemy would ftorm; efpecially as they 
had rejected with difdain a flag of truce. 
fn vain did the Englifh repel with the 
bayonet, repeated attacks on batteries con- 
ftructed on commanding ground, without, 
but near the fortrefs: in vain they filenced 
the batteries of the enemy, and {piked 
their brafs mortars and guns. Newtouch- 
holes were drilled with incredible expedi- 
tion. ‘Thofe deftruclive machines were 

opened 
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+783. crufhed by them in their extremities, often 
litigered in excruciating pain for feveral 
days. Some amputations were performed! 
bit there was not fo much as one inftance 
UF recovery. The ftones alfo deftroyed 
the reofs of huts and houfes, which 
fhaterials were wanting to repair: a Cir- 
tumitance, in the height of a monfoon, 
truly deplorable: A conftant and heavy 
catinonade was kept up from batteries 
erected on the north, on the eaft, and on 
the fouth. On the evening of the 4th of 
June, the whole north face of the fort, 
with its towers, was entirely difmantled. 
A few days after, a practicable breach was 
effected in the wall, which, it was expected, 
the enemy would ftorm; efpecially as they 
had rejected with difdain a flag of truce. 
In vain did the Englifh repel with the 
bayonet, repeated attacks on batteries con- 
ftructed on commanding ground, without, 
but near the fortrefs: in vain they filenced 
the batteries of the enemy, and fpiked 
their brafs mortars and guns. Newtouch- 
holes were drilled with incredible expedi- 
tion. Thofe deftructive machines were 
: opened 
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: played anew, in triumph: mafked batte- 1723. 


thes weté opened: the approaches of the 
ienerny were brought fo near, that they 
dtirew fafcines on our covered way and the 
edge of the glacis: and at length, repeated 
fummorifes of furrender being treated by 
the Colonel with contempt and defiance, 
the deférmined, on the 4th of July, to 
ftorm the breach which had been practi- 
cable ever fince the 7th of June. A body 
of their troops, armed with couteaus, two 
feet Fong, of the fhape of pruning hooks, 
and with fpears mounted on light bam- 
boos, 147 feet in length, fallied from 
their trenches, and rufhed into the tower 
on the left of the outer eaftern gate, while 
tlie guns that had played againft that towcr, 
were directed elfewhere, but ftill kept up 
their’ firing. Their whole line was now in 
motion, preffing on to fupport the party that 
had penetrated into the tower, and gained 
: adjacent rampart. But, after a fho:t 

rugele, in which Captain Bowles of the 


artiflery was killed by a random {fhot, 
they ‘were forced to retreat. This at-, 


} 
sca on the part of the enemy, was re- 
rou. Ti turned 
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1783. turned ofthe 6th of July,!by e'fally'iof 


thifty meri, into a lodgement they Kad nbdb 
in Sur works, oppofite t4-the?gateand * 
toWdr jult mentiéned, alid-diftddged event. * 
This drew out theerlemy from their'vaitip, 
toa general attatk of Gul xidreheencou ' 
vered way, which was reolutéhy und gal- 
lantty affaulted, but with fupetion dotlan- 
try and refolution defendéd abintt fi<th | 
troops and fuperior ntimbers.:' Tey) tig: 
action, one of the hottef? during ‘the 
fiepe, we loft fome of our Belt office 2” 
Enfign Macintyre, and the‘ Liewtésbaitts 
Gordon, Boyce, Fireworket; aad? Macs!l: 
gregor. About forty of dur mds “were” 
killed, and one hundred wotrded?!'"FHe"! 
entmy, by the rsth of Julf,’ Hid rede | 
themfelves along the whdtd' df dit nore”! 
ther'n covered way, and betufl ns Hab up - 
the ditch oppofite to the bréath/ Thé fates | 
of the fort, being mach ‘darhaged, were: 
frat’up, and two fally ports eut;/to fap. 
ply’ their place. Néw batteries Were-thifel! 
by the affdilants: and in afte afemele ae 
faults; which were' now: very ieqienyy: 
they {caled the walls of a: forti fitadtedat' 
the 
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thaqjgmtion,of tha Hner wish the, #783 
called from isiienye the OG agen, whys ids 
had chishertodyemaingd, wel turbed, gpd, 
deftrayed.aabhatpital with deme net, dp.) 
thera GOT PA Wes Hcy, KEY | 
thus afaiad.by Tippee Sultan withoutthe, ,, 
fortpels werd ferred to contend, with vont; 
of pgtefasy fbfiftence, and with other, ; 
inebameriiancies, within. Their ftock of, , 
catth did not at firft exceed 300, and DFAT, . 
a fhaid past of thefe, from diftrefs of , 
weathegi},and.fundry neglects, died in the 
greatditep, The weather being wet, and 
the,,aic clefe, the ftench that arofe fram, 
the putiid,carcafes of the animals was in-, 
fuffeyable, From the 13th of June, the : 
Ewsapeans pyare put on half allowance of 
beef.,; The hefpital was now exceflively , 
crowder mith, fick and wounded, and 10- 
tally, unprovided with beds, medicings,,,, 
and propgs-noutifhment: no tea, fugar,, 
fage, Winey OT ARY thing elfe that could , 
alleviate, diftrels,:;Lke figk men became 
averfe fram igoung inte the hofpital, which - 
they.canfiderad . as their ,gpave, ,ind gave 
themighyes wp to defpair. ! 

Ii 2 In 
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ae if Sardl 16) } f t « 
1783. x: the dit of thefe diftottagli ‘cir 


“days oft'this; of the genttal"' pacifiva- 
ges 


ftances, two boats artived if ie, 
: ibbald, “Prefident at Telli 2 Vith 


, tite apres informatiGit thet threéd” Gr 
bur battalidns would cettaitl '4éin “the 


“ garrifon, from Bothbay, by the’ rdtHiéP An- 
; ~ that 1600 Britith aid Hatioverians, 

eftined for Mangaldre, had adtullly left 
Madrafs under Colonel Gordon,’ fo! early 
: the 2oth of May; and “that ‘Colonel 

ullarton, at the head of an arthy df $60 
European foldiers, and 16,de0 fepoys, 
with 22 pieces of cannon, imatiaged by a 
good train of artillery, having ‘reduced 
feveral {mall forts, had advanced, in his 
march to the coaft of Malabar, nedr 'to 
Pallacatcherry ; that an army fad gbte 
againit Arcott, and that hopes wertienttet- 
tained of the reduction of Setingapatam, 
and of the difmembermieit of the Myfo- 
rean empire. The garriforf, animated by 
this intelligence, gave a-few-de-joy, with 
‘three cheers, from the tamparts. Fippoo 
Sultan, as welY as the French! Refident 
at''his ‘Cult, trad Been inforined, tome 


tion 


a 
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gor 


tion, incEnrORe iD in, which Tippoo wag in- 1783. 


cluded as an ally of France, thou ee 
dad concsaled it from our men, i 

hopes that, ;from, the extremities to ach 
AREY RET mAcuced., they would be induced 
to sapitulate., But the feu-de-joy having 
led, them, pightly fo. conclude, that the 
+Enghifh ;toa, had received intelligence ‘of 
ithe psace, the French troops refufed to 


igonQpsrate, any longer with Tippoo in re~’ 


ducing, Mangalore. A letter was received, 
undex a flag af truce, by Colonel Camp- 
bell, fram Monf, Piveron de Morlay, En- 
-¥gy:at the Durbar of Myfore, from France, 
with,very particular news from the coaft 
ef ,Coromandel, where there was now a 
ceflation of arms, refpecting a peace in 
Eyrope. Thefa he wifhed to communi- 
cate tg Colonel Campbell in perfon, with- 
out being blindfolded, as 1s cuftomary 
during hoftilities, when-he fhould come 
within the Englifh, works. ‘Monf. de Pi- 
veron, with his retinue, was very politely 
_ reegyxed by the Conamander of Mangalore, 
-with whom he hada long conference. But, 


in ithe mean, fime,. even while a flag « of 
1 113 truce 


soz i OF THE 


EoBh. prige wa ppoo petted tidat- 
fe ie ta ae iF OF the fo rt ALOve teh - 
eas ian the elitrhncé ‘of 
"t vor 1 rer and * wi ich ' ‘etritl* > PPO a 
21g : ide lay igapabie of Of a! fis AB tie, 
“fa rele oh eld dd "I pti Able 
Up bath Was Made ti walls: Date 
= rig re 35 of hoftilfties, bud ape peviaity After 
“Ht wastindeérttood that thefe’ va om ¢ pro- 
See of peace, there are ‘not af a in- 
: aries of the enemy's cen 1en 
‘they serceived our people off’ ches? gt atd, 
‘beckoning to them to get ‘undé ‘aie, 
left they thould be obliged to ‘fire dt ttn. 
Our men were not behirid ther ‘or this 
att of humanity; but, it is only jultice 
to fay, that they fet the exaltiple. Othe 
French Envoy came a fecond tin’ ints the 
' fokt, on the 22d of July, and in'ofder to fa- 
vour a negotiation for peace; la ‘thipéhfion 
’ of hoftilities was agreed on for wi days. 
“In this interval, and ‘éven ‘white fomed of 
“ Pippoo s principal people weft in' the Fort, 
* mine was fprung under the oute! eaftern 
‘bate: SwAfitclh ‘almott fhiotheYed’ ‘tte: whole 


: "of a guard itt rubbifh, but rote 


ns s1f1° fs if Ass) “ever 


act 
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Several, J foldjers, and fepoys, and buried 1783. 
others in theruins. Of this difatter, yh iC 
)Was, 7 eprefented as flowing acciqenta 
“frp ABE, athes, of a tobacco-pipe thrown 
carele(sly, on the line.of powder laid before 
the falpenton, Tippoo-Sultan declared his 
entire, ignorance, and offered to deliver yp 
the parfon fuppofed to be in fault, to be 
punithed ‘at the Englith Commander's te 
cr etion : a faciifice which Colonel Cami - 
_ bell did. not require. The Englifh Engi- 
neg loft Of a moment to fill up the open- 
ing that was made in the wall. During 
this {hort fufpenfion of hoftilities, the ene- 
‘jy erested, towards the fouth-cait quarter 
of the fort, a battery of 10 guns: upon 
.pehichour men, exafperated at this appear- 
sRn¢e of treachery, brought all the guns 
, they gould, to bear with uncommon fury. 
Aster frequent, thaugh fhort fufpenfions 
of ho oftilities, and a great deal of eqrre- 
f pondence, petween the French Enyoy, the 
Spltan, and our Commandant, a coflafion 
gf hoffilities was ratified on the 2d of 
_ Augen which the garrifons of Onore 
and Carwar were included. The enemy 
, , allowed, at this juncture, that by deat 
and the fword, they had loft 7,000 men. 
Tig our 
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1783 Our r Jofs wap alfo great. The Ry 
worth own swith cpnitant fighting i in, the 
day, arid. haga duty at night . 
fhort i infferva $ of Tepéfe were pole 
by “ie! noife of thot tremendous: fence 
that Were thrown from moi tars,,, whict 
imprefied their minds, even amidit thgir 
flunibers, with dread and harror. ‘Nor 
did there ever pafs a day, i in which feyeral 
of our men were hot cut off by a Jarge and 
heavy kind of mutket, called a Jingal. It 
is vety long in the barrel, jarger, than a, 
common mufket in the bore, andit, is. 
fledged on a reft, for the purpofe-of taking 
a fteady andfure aim. At different inter- 
vals, very thick planks were pofted,, mufy 
ket proof, and pierced with feyeral eyelat~ 
holes, through which the enemy, fhat.at 
every one of our people they could fet thei 
eyes on. But a truce having , now 
takén place, the garrifon enjoyed. a degree 
of liberty, and walked out accafionally, 
and converted with the French Officers un- 
der Colonel Coffigny. This gentleman, 
who had refufed to co-operate with Tipe . 
poo,” "from fhe moment he knew, qf, the 
peace in i Eufope, now demanded;a pafs- 
port For his ‘detachment to Makeé,, with 


eee 


pro- 
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provifions; ‘diaught cattle; and ‘boats. for 


croffing eettam unfordable rivers, "alt 


which ne Myferean, provoked at his for- 
beafatret!'t3 ad ahy longer againtt the 
Engftt, tidiightily tefufed. But Coffigny, 
havitig "privarely received hatchets and 
cordageé “f6 t making rafts, from Colonel 
Campbell," fiddenty marched off one mor- 
ning before dawn. ‘Tippoo fent 600 
horfemen: after him, not to regueft, but ta 
comband hizh to return. Coffigny formed 
his mrefi, in order to receive them, and bid 
themcomeonattheir peril : on which, after 
a fhortparley, they returned totheir camp, 


Though it is education and example 
chiefty that form the characters of nations 
and mith, yet among the human race there 
are ftrohg marks of diftinétion, originals 
imprefied en the frame of the body anc 
mind by the hand of Nature. In th 
very bofom of luxury, and before the ver 
throne of barbarian bigotry, a family ha 
arifen I in our times, who, uniting the great. 
eft valour with the moft profound faga. 
city, and'the loftieft ambition, have la. 
boured with fuccefs to learn the Europeat 
arts, a they might thereby be enable 

t 
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1783-7 .oppefQoand overture Epagpem,, and 
ipastigulas) y the Englith dopinion,ua Age. 
cVO6 Wert she hotile micntiens:9§ Hydex- 
Alin hag confined, te thatiquaréen ofshe 
sdyortd ; he farmed-the magnispent plam of 
daifing by.degreds fash. a figctnasimmght 
. dispute; with, England the faysseignty of 
. the faa, and even netort) i.i9 eid, theia- 
~¥afions! that had harrafied intas ‘ahi the 
Laflandi:of Great Britain; ,(He, ppffdflied 
al} the materials for fhip~byadingda ty- 
.perien Abandance, and fomejefi sets! bf 
» fuperier excellence to any to;befeundsin 
~i atope.* He allured artificerd ito: dais 
a fervice from foreign countried, and: tmined 

nJip.nwerkmen in his ownoonkKorodtveral 
. years he had been employed an Hywileing, 

nandin the year1781, had nearly fnitied fix 
1, fips of thelineof battle, ome bfwhicl were 
« ardlgat, together with, feverd] doigatds and 
dingps of war. All theé¢:were encbedingly 
riftsong, and thick in ther planks,pdeipg sin- 
~rtended. to encounter the Haipepehaidens, 
nétipavater of which, he ‘bad: heardl;: »was 
i very Anarg: andl bhack sa cohfaftdiidey of 
| a6ewittome: fhivs ef /Hyder ‘woere vdeftroxed 


Theke ism, thedaslimeyobd Sis. bntith, eakttd Yeak- 
._ 904, which is almoft impenetrable by cannon-fhot. 
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Tn 1762 tad the: ‘beginning of! 1993, By: 1783. 


ont Aided ior did Ke live “to riepioin ithair 
tofs(H But AY fon Tippoo, the hei df tis 
dansindotis; his Serius, ‘and hie! daftilde- 
(Gigtids! HEWEAG! “Noe dny ‘iteaub, !deothe 


t apiehhies ofvaily'aceom piithinent Or arisby - 


‘which ivhefelmitht be ‘tarried mtoiegeda- 
-tio]} Het wab inftracted in the-Perflan 
ahd 'Prendi'lahpapes, ‘arid he alfookaew 

‘aiitelg offfhe Englith, in which the 0rd 
ef ¢ormtland was given to his foldiérg!t-. 

iFletdédrried-the Elements of Mathemidtits, 

tahaouwhs familiarly converfant with] the 

-Ipigh¢iples af punnery, and military-atchi- 

bateétireiand taéticks. With the baggage 

is ofthe Officets-that fell into his hands-on 

. sthel ined ioftMay,. there was fourid, Sifre’s 

7 iMbdlibany Cuide.a’ book belonging: té‘Bn- 

« figw Sdottifoood..:-This book was cattied 

to Higgiod iby: fome of his people, who, 

iacebrding sto then’ fuperfitious neetidhs, 
 fuppofed ahas!qhe draughts which, ie#:¢tn- 

- tained, qoalated ili fome) my fterious tivin- 
ner tos attbcdf tricaritation.: The Sultan, 

i whbiirlfanthp difcovered its‘nature, began 

1 to dthetw ‘preat civility to Miri! Spottifwood, 

« by fending cloth to him and other pre- 

» feats, Afidatt.a pesfom from the Stitan 


Hetdt- div sale. 7 D oe. Agee a PG Pes 
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seis tranflate,the Tregti¥g. ie 
QT the Moon's language, which he, ifpake 
Acne ye ty. . Rut Mr. Spottifwaed. politely 
exculed himiclf, faying, that he.cowld. ant 
anfygs, for tranflating a military beak 
Without orders frana, pis: Comnanderrr- 


‘They who take delight in.traging refem- 


blapces between antient and «modern, cha- 
acters, will be able to find many, points 
ef comparifon between Tippos.and Hanni- 
bal : both at once fubtle and braye,, ,ftu- 
dious of the knowledge of thei times; 
trained up by their fathers in, hpftility ,to 
the firft power of the age; exciting. the 
vengeance of all nations againft that 
power ; and in this career, taking a wider 
range than that which yfually, bounded 
their views : Hannibal extending his in- 
trigues to the rations an the, Red. Sea:; 
WTippoo Saib to Conftantinople, and other 
feats of power on the Mediterranean. 


9 fooner was the caufe of Tippoo 
Sultan abandoned by the French, than, he 
fought to connect bimielf with all opber 
powers whom, he confidered as the natyral 
enemnins ,of England, and endeaygured to 


Sm STE RG AMehAPaSA religion ints : 
an 
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band! 6F! into -adbhy teh aod, § 
forithe Hrpote of expettinig’ tht ~ op 
dusinenPEnndditar: ‘He brike td: Hii 

wnneltevety-abciele’ Of the ‘cheer 

dewtd. 7 PO WAS ah article in the Armiffice, 
that Che NaBGb hold furnith for'thd dar. 
fifori! tilt Hmiés ‘a wetk, a buzar tétda 
with! di! {its of provifions, at the vite Of 
His’ own ‘iharkets. A buzar was 4¢to ie 
itipy - ‘fuixtifhed ; but every article’ was iy 
exhorbitantly dear, that there was fcatte- 
ly'atiy thing which the men “could pur- 
thafe! ‘The prices were daily raifed, till 
4-fowl-fold from nine to twelve rupees, a 
Re? Of vee for four, a feer of fale for 
thted,'and a frog for fixpence. Seven 
bouts Taden with provifions from Borm- 
bay; Weie'feized by Tippoo, and the arti- 
cies they cohtained were fold by his péo- 
pk th'the bugar, at the dreadful rate jul 
ftated! "This plan of the Sultan’s, for ré- 
ducing the fort of Mangalore by famine, 
was carried td the utmoft height within his 
powet! by 'd ‘total ftoppage of the buzir. 
Holfed fiefir was now delicious food. Frogs, 
faked! ‘tavendus binds, kites, rats, “ard 
wide were fought after, and eaten ‘With 
vofdéity. ‘Bor thelai€ *wo- ‘thonths ‘df the 
ited fiege, 
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1789 fiehasérbnw felech.te ftech men died dyer! 
day:forrwhat .efuthe sieceflarhes bblifei:Aei 
deqporhelancholiy atifinge from weaknels 2k: 
bodyystadbsibunifhed by:aveny! fyooquitdiny: 
objeity renderétl thes mdh cw he ifarivaved! 
their tfaliowsfoldierén ind ferdnbhdix) they | 
intdsreditheins: fo ¢hatcthey sdftensbtdame 1 
thebrfooll of ‘the | jaitkadh. anddtherspevias: 
dogulTT ke. famifhed foldiep Jdy imi fait: 
with:lijs amafket and a ftollen cavtriige| 4a: 
kilbsthofe: horrid animals. in theodt 0k: 
teakinggowp the dead: and:-wherl: berifap 
ceeded, ythe animal was cagnefrin isvéth: 
trimiaphc iG:Macleod, who carhe du fhore: 
by!pemniffion from the Nabods, on thok 8th 
of Amguit, witnefled this fcene of fonvowy 
andisqmanftrated withthe Sultan ya wain. 
A ranforcement of gomHarovertans apr 
pearetl off Mangalore intivo fhsps-of wars. 
with:other fhips in-cdmipanywbut, as! the, 
troaps could hot lanthadontding$6 the terms, 
ofthe Armiftice, they ward soriisrad 86 fail: 
to ¥ellichenry) Gdii: Macieedalfoappeartd 
onbthe A8tivof Now. with 16-,flips anduas 
frikeordidlsy!haning on board the long-. 
prose bebeflfqr the gaéroifon; swith a.aho 
Evurbpeansspjoondepeys, aberg soieavines, 
feamenj avkbartilleny.mem 3 Jihe Genteal .. 
hadisisadd figna!s to the -garrifon, and was 

ad. 
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advifedbja Council of WV ar, held onchdandoit783e 
his fhip}itddand. Nes fucuburs, when in: | 
confequents of anegotiation he-tarriedhow: 
with P¥ppooy! bysameanis!.of his Sedratary: 
whonr ‘helfend on tfhroreofor that purpdiey: 
he fet! fail ich the veinfor¢tement onithe 
3 1ftioh December, ‘having fipulated with 
the! Sattan!that provifions fhould!beiade: 
mitted ifttothe garrifon for 18 days: FThia 
fupply, drawn from damaged fhores, phls, 
chafed from a navy-agent, was of fo bad! 
a quality! that not one in twenty pieces.of 
the fseef anf pork could be eaten by cate 
mon, and that it was rejected by the: 
very dogs, Our Officers now feared 
a genetal defertion of the fepoys; and 
a fhuvity among the Europeans, par 
ticularty the 42d regiment, one of whom, 
on the parades Swoie by G-d, that they 
fhoald not: further fabmit to fuch treats 
ment! .NWben Macleod. failed, the gque 
rifon' fighified, that they were unable -to:. 
hold egtjan¥ longer. The General an | 
fweted: byGrtials, that they foah fhonid: 
be fuedculed. He now:matle failta the: . 
foutiowarl; "and took arid-pillaged (Canaa1 , 
nore luwitich made a refplute defence, jthe | 
Rdastriaw @lten of) winch hadi fent rearos_t 
env babe solr iei< Bngitfh:.' 
bg 
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1783. Englifh Olficers, with 30 fepoys cafton het 
coaft bya form, to Tippoo Sultan. The 
hyperbolical ftyle in which he gave an ac- 
céusit of this exploit, became a fubject of 
laughter to the army. Colonel Fullarton, 
at the head of an army of 14,000 men, @ 
great proportion of whom were Europeans, 
with a fuitable train of artillery, had by 
this time reduced feveral {mall forts, and 
on the 14th of November, that of Palla- 
catcherry. The Colonel was about to march 
onward, either towards Mangalore or Se- 
ringapatam, when Commiffioners of Peace, 
fent to Tippoo from Madrafs, ordered him 
not to proceed any farther. The haughty 
Myforean declined to fee them, on various 
pretences, from day to day, drew them 
after him from one place to another, and 
at laft, feated on a throne, “furrounded by 
the Ambaffadors of the Princes of India, 
he gave audience to our Commaifficners, de- 
firing all prefent to bear witnefs that he 
granted peace to the intreaties of the Eng- 
lifh. The fortrefs of Mangalore was eva- 

° uated. The Sultan agreed tothe propofals 
of the garrifon, who marched with arms, 
accoutrements, and the honours of war, to 
Tellicherry. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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4A Narrative of the Captivity and Sufferings of 
the Officers, Soldiers, and Sepoys, who fell 
wntothe Hands of Hyder-Ally, after the 
Battle of Conjeveram, September 10, 1780, 


WHILE the enemy’s horfe and ele- 
phants marched again and again in barba- 
rian triumph over the field of battle, the 
wounded and bleeding Englifh, who were 
hot inftantly trodden to death by the feet of 
thofe animals, lingered out a miferable exif- 
tence, expofed in the day to the burning 
rays of a vertical fun, and in the night to 
the ravages of foxes, jackalls, and tygers, 
allured to that horrid fcene by the {cent of 

Vou. II. A human 
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1780. human blood. Many officers, as well as 


privates, ftripped of all that they had, after 
protracting hour after hour, and day after 
day, in pain, miferably perifhed; others 
rifing, as it were, from the dead, after an 
incredible lofs of blood, which induced for 
a time the moft perfec infenfibility and ftu- 
pefaction, found means to rejoin their friends 
in chains, with whom they were deftined to 
fhare, for years, the horrors of the gloomy 
jail, rendered {till more dreadful by frequent 
apprehenfions of that affaffination which, 
they had the moft undoubted proofs, had 
been practifed on numbers of their fellow- 
prifoners, difperfed in different places of 
confinement, throughout the dominions of 
a barbarous enemy. 


In Europe, the horrors of war are miti- 
gated by the mildnefs of the climate, and 
the humanity of the conqueror. In Afia, 
an inveterate antipathy again{t Europeans 
confpires with a dry and parched land, 
where it is not an eafy matter for the fick 
and wounded to obtain even the comfort of 
water, and, with the rigours of fervid heat, 

to 
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fo prefs down the load of fuffering on the 1780, 


Gefencelefs head of him who has none to 
help him: 


Hyder-Ally, feated in a chair in his 
tent, enjoyed at Damul, fix miles from the 
{cene of action, the fight of his prifoners, 
and the heads of the flain. Colonel Baillie, 
with feveral other officers, who, like him- 
felf, were inhumanly wounded, were car- 
ried to his camp. The vehicle on which 
the Colonel was borne was acannon. While 
thefe unfortunate gentlemen lay on the 
ground, in the open air, at Hyder-Ally’s 
feet, heads of their unfortunate friends were, 
from time to time, prefented to the con- 
queror; fome of them even by Englifh 
officers, who were forced to perform that 
inhuman fervice. One Englifh gentleman, 
in particular, was forced to carry two heads 
of his countrymen, which proved to be Cap- 
tain Phillips and Doctor Wilfon. But, foon 
after the arrival of the Englifh officers, 
Hyder, touched with a latent fpark of hu- 
manity, ordered the practice of bringing heads 
before him, while the Englifh gentlemen 

A 2 were 
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1780. were prefent, to be difcontinued; and the 


heads of Captain Phillips and Doctor Wil- 
fon he ordered to be removed. A dooley 
was fent to the field of battle in fearch of 
Colonel Fletcher; but he could not find 
him. The Colonel’s head was afterwards 
carried to the barbarian’s camp. As fome of 
our officers were obliged to carry the heads of 
their countrymen to Hyder’scamp, fo others 
were obliged to carry heavy loads of firelocks. 
For every European head that was brought 
to the barbarian by any of his own people, 
who were volunteers in that fervice, a pre- 
mium was given of five rupees; for every 
European brought alive ten rupees. The 
conqueror, enjoying a barbarous triumph 
over our captive countrymen, fuffered them 
to remain in his prefence till fun-fet, with- 
out ordering them the fmalleft affiftance in 
their diftrefs. The fhell of a tent was then 
fixed for Colonel Baillie and his officers, 
but without a bit of ftraw, or any thing on 
which they might lie, although repeated 
application was made for this accommo- 
dation, and many of thefe gentlemen were 
in danger from their wounds. This tent, 

it 
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it muft be obferved at the fame time, con- 1780, 
tained only ten perfons ; the reft of the pri- 
foners were obliged to remain in the open 

air. About feven o’clock towards the even- 

ing, Colonel Baillie was vifited by Monfieur 
Goddard, a French officer, who, although 

in poor circumftances himéelf, affifted our 
countrymen to the utmoft extent of his 
power. At ten, fome pilaw was {ent to the 
prifoners from the Circar. 


Several officers were alfo carried to Tip- 
poo Saib, who treated them with great hu- 
manity. He invited them into his tent, 
gave them bifcuit, and to each five pagodas. 
One of the gentlemen, Captain Monteith, 
who was a married man, expreffed an earneft 
defire of fending aletter to his wife at Ma- 
dras; with which Tippoo readily complied. 
Nothing could be more ftriking, on this fad 
occafion, than the contraft between the 
conduct of the father and that of the fon. 


Hyder-Ally, on the day after the engage- Sept. 
ment, moved his army from Damul to 1. 
Muffalawaulk, where he had left his bag- 
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inftance of the fuperior humapity’an ind &ar- 
tely of European officers verted th 
thie inhumanity of Hyder’s pto 8 ee 
French officers faluted hee Wak edi 
pliment of the hat, and ay bid’ the 
Hy of a marqui with a fmatt te fied 
for their reception. $con aftér’this"Cap- 
in Pimoran, a French officer, who before 
the fiége of Mahi ‘iad beeri fent from‘ Pon- 
dicherry with one, hundred and ‘elghty'rdto~ 
peat 1 belonging fo’ the : fegimiett of Tothain, 
yibted Colonel Baillie’ e x1 relttd his’ forrow 
af fecing him reduced td hip réfent unhap- 
Ol tion: and pte a Lally’s beft 
tk ihe affured him’ tha¢ this édtifnander 
had applied Hydec- Ally for leave to vifit 
hip, bi tit half Barn refiifed. Makidmgéd- Ally, 
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one of Hydes’s principal Generals, was-in= 1780, 
troduced tg Colonel Baillje by Dr. Lloyd, 
who had formerly refidedat Madras. Cap. 
tain Pimoran brought alang with him fome 
clothes, bread, wine, and two French fur- 
geons to drefs the wounded. Several other 
French officers, too, were very active in ad- 
miniftering to the Englith prifoners the ut- 
moft aid and confolation it was in their 
power to afferd. No pen can do juftice to 
the humanity of thofe gentlemen, without 
whofe affiftance many of our officers muft 
haye perifhed; but their merit will for ever 
be embalmed in the hearts and minds of ail 
who felt or who witneffed their beneficence. 


~ From Captain Pimoran Colonel Baillie 
received three hundred pagodas for a bill on 
Madras, which he diftributed among the 
officers. Hyder fent five hundred rupees, 
which the Colonel declined to accept, as 
being too fmall a fum for diftribution among 
his officers ang {oldiers. 


On the 12th of September, at twelvo, 
-@clock in the afternom, arrived in Hyder- 
Ally’s camp, at Muffalawaulk, Lieutenant 

(Vol 2.) A 4 Bowéet 
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1780, gage, W ith fents ftan when he 
ges fen 33 $F idan Ba te, Some 
of our would” officers were carried in 
Re anqying without 2 t any cowering , expoted ta 

- a fultry fun, anid many f them, were obli- 
ed to walk, fabjeadl ‘the “grois abufe, 
_and even to the ‘bie ows of thei feveral 
‘guards. The moment a ariive ‘at the 
ijmits of Hyder’s camp, they had & pledfing 
inftance of the fuperior humanity and déur- 
“tefy of European officers contrafted with 
ttie inhumanity of Hyder’s people. © Fifteen 
French officers faluted them with tht Edm- 
pliment of the hat, and they fohnd the 
fy of a marqui with a fmall tent pitched 
for their reception. Soon after this Cap- 
tain Pimoran, a French officer, who before 
the fiege of Mahi had been {ent from Pon- 
dicherry with one hundred and eighty Euro- 
eans belonging to the regiment of Loftrain, 
vifited Colonel Baillie, expreffed his forrow 
at feeing him reduced to his prefent unhap- 
py fituation, and prefenting’ Mr. Lally’s beft 
refpects, affured him that this commander 
had applied to Hyder-Ally for leave to vifit 
him, but had been refufed. Mahomed-Ally, 
dne 
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one of Hyder’s principal Generals, was in- 1780. 
troduced to Colonel Baillie by Dr. Lloyd, 
who had formerly refided at Madras. Cap- 
tain Pimoran brought alone with him fome 
clothes, bread, wine, and two French fur- 
geons to drefs the wounded. Several other 
French officers, too, were very active in ad- 
miniftering to the Englifh prifoners the ut- 
moft aid and confolation it was in their 
power to afford. No pen can do juftice to 
the humanity of thofe gentlemen, without 
whofe affiftance many of our officers muft 
have perifhed: but their merit will for ever 
be embalmed in the hearts and minds of all 
who felt or who witneffed their beneficence. 


From Captain Pimoran Colonel Baillie 
received three hundred pagodas for a bill on 
Madras, which he diftributed among the 
officers. Hyder fent five hundred rupees, 
which the Colonel declined to accept, as 
being too {mall a fum for diftribution among 
his officers and foldiers. 


On the 12th of September, at twelvo, 
- o'clock in the afternon, arrived in Hyder- 
Ally’s camp, at Muffalawaulk, Lieutenant 

(Vol 2.) A 4 Bowier 
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178, Rewer, and, Rafiga, y pick, witiioforite pri- 
VERE, ods Tepper ccantied 440 ther hesd 
Raymigier's, or ButiAbneis sents clederto. 
thatiaf Hyder, sowhenes they rechained, for 
faveral hours, Ripped obeall: -theix elothes, 
obliged to lie douraiyon 2 bechoB find, th¢ir. 
wounds expoled- tan Seveseriin,eeid theis 
bysniag ehirft unquenched .by-acdrop ef 
waters + On the fame day arcived ‘Liestenant . 
Cox and the Enfigns Maconichie an& We- 
my{s. Thefe gentlemen had reached Cese - 
jeveram, imagining that place-to be-ftithin.. 
ous! paffeftion, and thus fell imta the bands 
of the enemy. Lieutenant Bowyer, unde 
the fame miftaken notion, was making for 
the famé place, when he was takean'byia 
pasty’ of the enenyy’s horfe, 


Dusing the time ehat chia pdttp cenanidd 
near she Buckthee's tént; the beada-df up! 
warts, of ten Eurnpeams-srece brotght by 
diffegent people, in'order torreceivethe prot 
mifed reward. ., The batbarians were fo fin-~ 
feeling, shat many bf the. heads were thrown 
On.the growed, tole hy she Raghith efficers, 
At, she, fame tishe that many individuals 3f 
the ne Eequeny opsportihix 

tles 
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ties of doltig: and: Gying every dine ide 1780:: 
they conteived tube ealewlated for the pale” 
pofeiefl making inmpieliotis of hortor atid’ 
of fede vif bychasite avy head-man, or perl 
fons lefinove, haibpeded to come neat us, of 
torhive any! budiels wth ws; it was, in gée 
neralt Sheir manner: to tfeat us, not ikded? 
with: dxpfeffions of heftile refentmerit!' de’ 
execration, 'but with avery mark 6f difpift 
and domtempt.. Thdy would, at the -very 
time they were {peaking, turn away thel¥ 
heads;!aad, on foms occafions, comihurit 
cate:: them fentiments, and learn ours;- by - 
means of third perfon. > 
If thevherrid fcene, traverfed in this-part 
of our narrative, fhal} not offend, but rather ' 
mitereft_ the reader, it may be proper 
to bring it fill clofer te view, by a’ part?- 
cular meftription of the fituation of ene of: 
two gentlemen, whofe cafes, cHofen as tie 
firft that‘oceurred,~ bear but too rear a re=-! 
fernblance t thuge offi their. anfortenate Fef~ 
low«fufferers. Liewtentint Thomas Bowler,’ - 
wh; before Coldnel Baillie difplayed a flag’ 
of.trube,! had received a'fhafket ball in hid ‘ 
leg jagver.our litele army: farrendered, which’ 


. it 
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1780. it did abut eleven o'clock, received eight 


defperate wounds with a {cymitar. Thefe, 
as might be expected, brought him to the 
ground, where he lay deprived of all fenfation 
for feven hours. Towards the evening he 
awakened f om his trance, ftrippedcf all his 
clothes,excepta pair of underdrawers,andpart 
of his fhirt, with an intenfe thirft,calling out, 
and imploring from the enemy a little water. 
Some moved by compaffion, and yielding 
to the natural impulfe of humanity, forgot 
their antipathies, and in.this extremity of 
diftrefs, Jent their affiftance, while others 
an{wered his importunate fupplications only 
with reviling language, and threats to put 
him inftantly to death ; which he entreated 
them to do, as there was nothing in reality 
which he fo earneftly withed for. The 
water which was adminiftered to him by 
fome friendly hand, was deeply tinged with 
blood. It wes brought from a {mall pool 
in the field of battle, about fifty or fixty 


yards from the {pot where he lay. In this 


pool many ef our men had been cut down, 
and others, bleeding and dyinz, had crawled 
to it under the impulfe of burning thicft. 
One of Hyder’s foldiers was fo humane as 


to 
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tefurnifh Mr, Bowfer with an earthen pot, or 4780, 
chatty, holding abput a pint, fallof thetinged: 
water already deferibed, and, at the fame times 
to inférih Hirty where he would find the pool 
frony Whieled'it-wastaken; advifing him tp 
mike fortwagiellasvedould. Thither:ac- 
cordingly ‘heiqrawled s:.and when he arrived, 
wasferick with horror at the fight of thedead, 
and wouhded, with which it was furround- 
ed and filled. He filled his chatty, and 
erideavoured to proceed towards Conje- 
veram ; «but he had not advanced ahove 
three or four hundred yards, when he was 
quite overcome, and obliged to lie all night 
in the open air, during which there fell twa 
heavy flowers of rain. 


In the morning of the 11th, he made ¢ 
fecond effort to proceed towards Conje; 
yeram; but, after walking about a mile, 
he was met by fome of the enemy’s hosfc- 
men, who afked him who he was? Iy.the 
hope that they would think him below thei- 
notice, heanfwered that he was a poor foldier, 
and that he was going to {eck for fome,re- 
jief under his diftreffes at Conjeveram. They 

informed 
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“a780. informed him that that place was in the 
poffeffion of Hyder, and that he muft pro. 
ceed asa prifoner to his camp, taking charge 
of him at the fame time, and obliging him 
to walk without any affiftance. At eight 
o'clock, the horfemen delivered him up to 
two o1 the enemy’s fepoys, who behaved to 
him with rather more humanity and kind- 
nefs. They gave him water out of the 
palms of their hands, placed properly to- 
gether for that purpofe; for by this time he 
had become fo ftiff with his wounds, that 
he could not of himfelf bend or ftoop, even 
in the fmalleft degree. Whenever he want- 
ed to reach to any thing, the guard, taking 
hold of his arm, let him gently down and 
pulled him up. About twelve o'clock, he 
was equally furprized and overjoyed to come 
up with a brother officer, Enfign Dick, a 
quarter-mafter ferjeant of artillery, and two 
privates. He was now joined to this party, 
who were nearly in the fame fituation with 
himfelf. The quarter-mafter ferjeant had 
received fo deep a cut acrofs the back part 
of his neck, that he was obliged to hold his 
head in his hands, in order to keep it from 

falling 
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falling to a fide, all the journey. The leaft 1780. 
fhake or unevennefs of the ground made him 
cry out with pain. He once and again ceafed. 
from all attempts to proceed, abandoning 
himfelf to the defpair of ever being able to 
accomplith his painful journey, or to pro- 
long his miferable life; but being encou- 
raged, called on, and conjured by his com- 
panions to renew his efforts, he did {o, 
and they were fuccefsful. He recovered of 
his wound, and is now alive 5 the moft 
ftriking proof, perhaps, that is to be found, 
of that power or principle of recovery and 
felf-prefervation which beneficent Provi- 
dence has implanted in the conftitution of 
our nature. As they moved flowly on, 
they perceived feveral Europeans lying dead 
on the road, and naked; others dying, and 
many calling out in vain for water. To 
their prifoners, however, who were able to 
walk, however flowly, the guards admini- 
ftered a little dry rice foaked in water. 
They were not indulged with water, as 
they could not ftoop to affift themielves, 
fo often as they wifhed for it. It was often 
refufed to their moft earneft entreatics. Nor 
were 
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£780, were they allowed to reft oftener than at tle 


fpaces of two or three hundted yards, 
which appeared'to them tedious and painful 
journies ; and permiffion to reft a little; 
¢ven after thefe, was accounted a great fa- 
vour. : 


Between eleven and twelve o'clock at 
night, this little party arrived in Hyder’s 
camp, where they were obliged, as has been 
obferved, to lie on the bare grotnd, ex- 
pofed to the winds and rain all night, al- 
though there were empty tents at no greater 
diftance than ten yards. They now met 
with fome affiftance from certain fepoys, 
who had formerly been in our fervice. 


On the 12th, as foon as it was day-light, 
this little party anxioufly requefted to be 
fent to Colonel Baillie, and the other offi- 
cers, but were told that they muft be car- 
ried before Hyder. An order for this pur- 
pofe arrived about ten o'clock ; and on their 
Way to his tent, they were accofted by feve- 
ral Europeans, who had formerly been in 
our fervice, but had deferted. Thefe men 

{ympa- 
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fympathized with our fituation,. and infifted 1780, 
on our drinking a little arrack with them, 
which we did, in the midft of multitudes 
who crowded around us. They took 
their leave of their kind entertainers, whom, 
in the midft of their own diftreffes, they 
could not help confidering as unfortunate ; 
but they had not proceeded above an hun- 
dred yards before they were ordered to ftop. 
They were at this time fo overcome by fa- 
tigue, that they laid themfelves down on a 
bed of fand, almoft devoured with flies, 
and a {pectacle to thoufands of {pectators. 
At this time Captain Pimoran came up to 
‘them, took down their names, expreffed the 
greateft forrow at their diftrefsful fituation, 
and gave to each of them one fhirt, one 
pair of long drawers, one pocket handker- 
chief, and to each alfo a pagoda. He far- 
ther gave orders that fome vi@tuals fhould 
be drefied for them. About twelve o’clock 
another order arrived for them to proceed to 
Hyder immediately ; but on their arrival at 
the Paymafter’s tent, which was clofe to 
Hyder’s, as already mentioned, they were 
again ordered to ftop, and proceed no far- 
ther. 
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s7$o. ther. They were now fo exceedingly ré+ 
duced by their accumulated diftreffes, that 
there was not one of them who thought it 
poflible they fhould live much longer, and 
who was not convinced that he fhould very 
foon die. At this time Lieutenant Bowfer 
faw Dr. Lloyd, whom he had formerly 
known at Madras, coming‘out of Hyder’s 
tent. He inftantly requefted one of the 
guards to call the Dodtor, and, after mak- 
ing himfelf known to him, begged that he 
would obtain an order that his {mall party 
might be fent to Colonel Baillie and the 
other officers. With this requeft the Doctor 
complied, without the fmalleft delay. There 
were fome of them fo exhaufted with want, 
pain, and fatigue, added to previous lofs of 
blood, that it was found neceffary that they 
fhould be carried on the backs of French 
foldiers. 


On the 13th, Kiftna-row, Hyder-Ally’s 
Dewan, or Treafurer, brought a thoufand 
rupees, which Colonel Baillie divided in the 
following manner :—To each Captain thir- 
teen rupees; to the Lieutenants nine; to the 
Enfigns feven; and to the non-commiffioned 

officers 
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Officers and privates, one rupee each: T his 1480, 
officer of Hyder’s took a lift of our names, 
and delivered to Colonel Baillie a quantity of 
filk cloth, palampore, and fome pieces of 
coarfe cloth. The Colonel gave to the Cap- 
tains, Surgeons, and Lieutenants of his Ma- 
jefty’s 73d regiment, each a filk cloth; to 
the fubalterns one piece of coarfe cloth, 
with one finall palampore ; and to each pri- 
vate one piece of cloth. This day Enfign 
Wemyfs died. On this day, alfo, a foldier 
brought the names of Captain Ferrier; 
Lieutenant Wade, and Enfign Moncrieff, 
written on a piece of an earthen pot or 
chatty. Thefe poor gentlemen had taken 
this method of fignifying that they were ftill 
alive, and of requefting fome affiftance. 
Serjeant Macormick, on the day after the 
engagement, found Licutenant Wade and 
Enfign Moncrieff thrown into a buth fall of 
thorns, and fo defperately wounded, that 
they were incapable of adminiftering to 
themfelves, or to ore another, the {malleft 
relief or affiftance. The ferjeant, not with- 
eut dithculty, removed thefe unfortunate 
gentlemen to the fhade of a tree, and having 
Vou. If. B fupplied 
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.2980, fapplicd thom with a little water, left them 


Sept. 
14. 


to the care of Providence. It was nos jn his 
power, nor, alas !' in ours, to afford. to ott 
friends the {malle& aid, or to confole them 
under their fufferings, by any token of our 
fympathetic forrow at their extreme dif- 
trefs. 


Some trunks of cloth were fent, by orders 
from Hyder, for the ufe of the whole of his 
prifoners. Colonel Baillie prefented the 
commandant of our guard with an hundred 
rupees. About eleven in the forenoon 
Kiftna-row, Hyder’s treafurer, came and 
ordered fuch of us as were capable of walk- 
ing to ftand up. ‘This order was inftantly 
obeyed ; and a feparation took place. Colonel 
Baillie, the Captains Baird, Rumley, Lucas, 
Menteith, and Wragg, with the Lieutenants 
Lindfey and Frazer, were ordered to remain 
in the enemy’s camp. The officers not 
wounded, who amounted to the number of 
twenty-three, were fent to Bangalore; and 
thofe who were wounded, of whom there 
were twenty-feven, to Arne¢. The wound. 
ed privates were in like manner fent to Ar- 

nee, 
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ireé, and thofe not wounded to Bangalore. 17390 


Ali this was dane fo fuddenly on the part of 
Hyder, that we had not fo much as an op- 
portunity of fpeaking to eath other, and if 
any one had dared to folicit this privilege, 
he would undoubtedly have been treated by 
the guards, who were under the neceffity of 
carrying their mafter’s orders into prompt 
execution, with great abufe. However, as 
they could not prevent us from feeing, we 
beheld our brother fufferers mounted on 
{mall horfes called tattoos: and {oon after 
this, fome doolies were brought for the 
party deftined for Arne¢, who were hurried 
into them with every mark of contempt. 
Thefe dcolies are the moft inhuman vehicles 
in which Europeans were ever placed. The 
common fort of them are from three feet 
and an half to four feet long, and about two 
feet and an half broad. They are compofed 
of.a frame made of bamboo or commen 
wood, with four pofts’ at the corners, to 
which the fides and ends are faftened, at 
the diftance of eight inches from the ground: 
- o each of thefe pofts is fixed a ftraight 
B 2 bamboo, 


20 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


1780, bamboo, or large pole, by means of which 


the machine i is carried by four,cgolies or 
beargrs. The frame is lathed together by 
ropes, made of the fibres of the cocoa nut, 
and fometimes by fmall rattan canes, 
which, at the fame time that they ferve to 
faften the machine, fupply the place of a 
feat. The doolies are ufually covered 
over with coarfe cotton cloth ; but as ours 
had no coverings of any kind, many of our 
gentlemen fuffered very feverely. 


The poor foldiers, who laboured under 
every mifery, were fome of them put into 
thefe doolies, and above fifty of them placed 
on arrack bandiers or carts. It is impof- 
fible to defcribe the inexpieffible fufferings 
of thofe unfortunate men, defperately 
wounded, their bodies expofed to a fevere 
fun, placed fix or eight of them together on 
thefe arrack bandiers, knocking againft cach 
other from the jolting of the machine, and 
refufed even a drop of water. When we 
had advanced, in this painful manner, about 
four miles from Hyder’s camp, we made an 

halt. 
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halt. A fly of a margui was now pitched, 1780. 
to fhelter us from the weather. About 
eight in the evening there fell an heavy 
fhower of rain, which proved fo deftructive 
to fome of the foldiers that they died raving 
mad: for thefe poor men having neither 
tent nor covering of any kind, the water pe- 
netrated even to the cerebellum, through the 
fractures of the fkull. About twelve o’clock 
at night a fheep was brought, with fome 
rice, and drefled by our fervants, 


Doctor Campbell, one of our furgeons, 
being at the point of death, requefted leave 
to bid his laft farewel to his brother, who 
was with the Bangalore party, encamped at 
the diftance from us of about an hundred 
yards. His requeft, after a good deal of he- 


fitation, was granted. 


At fun-rife we were ordered to eat fome Sept. 
cold rice, and about eight o’clock we moved *>” 
onward to Scolore; at which place we ar- 
rived about five in the afternoon. Captain 
Ferrier, and feveral privates, died here, and 

B 3 were 
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! 780. were thrown carelefily into an hole clofe by 


us. The dooley " boys, of the hill or cannery 
caft, during the courfe of our journey thi- 
ther, behaved to us in a moft barbaroug 
manner, often beating us with fticks, tefuf- 
ing to give us water, and wantonly and 
cruelly expofing us to the fun. At any time 
when we were permitted to halt for a little 
reft and refrefhment, if they had an oppor- 
tunity of fetting us down under the fhade of 
a grove or tree, they would give themfelves 
trouble to expofe us to fuffering, by carry- 
ing us about to that fide of the grove or 
tree where we fhould not enjoy the cooling 
fhade of their leafy branches, but fuffer the 
rage of the noon-day fun, in its utmoft 
rigor.—The men who carried thefe doolies, 
as well as fome others of the lower cafts of 
people in Hyder’s dominions, would fre- 
quently revile us in terms not to be repeat- 
ed. They would tell us, that we fhould be 
forced to eat our own dung *, and exprefs 


* It would appear, from the facred writings of the Old 
Teftament, that thi sexpreffion of hatred and averfion was, 
in antient tithes, comnion in other parts of the Eat. 


their 
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their hopes and confidence, that when we 1780. 
fhould arrive at the place of our deftination, 
Hyder would not fail to put us to death. 


We moyed off this day at the fame time Sept. 
as yefterday, and reached Arneé (which, '° 
with the adjacent country, had taken choul, 
or come under the protection of Hyder) 
at three in the afternoon. Here we were 
crammed together into a filthy dungeon, 
barely fufficient to receive us. Lieutenant 
Cotton, juftas he entered within the prifon 
dropped down dead. It is probable, that 
had we not halted at Arne¢, the whole of us 
would have perifhed. In the evening fome 
rice was fent to us, with a little mafial, 
which is a fpecies of {pice, or pepper. 


Our daily allowance at Arneé was to each Sept. 
of us one fear of rice, and fometimes alittle 7” 
lean mutton, one fpoonful of ghee, a {mall 
quantity of curry ftuff, half a fpoonful of 
falt, and two or three fticks of firewood.— 

Our fervants were allowed each three cafh 
per day, and one fear of rice with a little 
B 4 falt, 
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1789, falt. Application was made for a: littl 


Sept. 


ftraw to Aeep-on, but without fuccefs. ‘We 
were ferced to reft en the bare ground, 
without wine, tea, fugar, or any other com- 
fort or reff efhment than has been already 
{pecified, 


At the time of our leaving Hyder’s camp, 
Monfieur Caftro, a furgeon, came with twe 
or three rufty inftruments, and attended us, 
during our ftay at Arneé. Monfieur Caf- 
tro, it is juftice to fay, fhewed us great hu- 
manity and attention. Our only medicine 
was a compofition of wax and oil, which 


was purchafed in Hyder’s camp. 


In the evening died Doétor Campbell. 


18. _ The death of this gentleman was an object 


of fincere regret to all the prifoners, Ap- 
plication was made to the Keeladar for fome 
cloth for bandages. This neceflary article 
being refufed, we were obliged to tear up 
the piece of coarfe cloth we had received 
as a prefent from Hyder. Many of us were 


under the neceflity of Boing, for feveral days, 
naked, 
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naked, being in poffeffion of only one fhirt 1780, 
and troufers, which, having already worn’ 
them fix days, we were ‘obliged to get 
wafhed, Shoes we had none. We had 
nothing of any kind to fupply the place of 
either bedding or bed-cloaths ; and the rain, 
falling on us through the crazy roof of our 
prifon, difturbed and annoyed us by night 
_and by day. We were this day vifited by 
an Hungarian ferjeant in the fervice of Hy- 
der. This man, although he was as great 
a rogue as could be imagined, proved after- 
wards of very great fervice tous. After 
repeated applications to the Keeladar we at 
laft received, on this day, five old mats, and 
made a divifion of them by cutting them in 
pieces : but they were fo bad that we could 
{carcely ufe them. 


We applied to the Keeladar, chiefly on sent, 
account of the wounds that many of us had 19: 
received in our heads, fora barber. He re- 
turned for anfwer, that if we troubled him 
any more, he would fend us irons. 


This 
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x78. This dap was marked by the death. of 
Spt. Mr, John Baillie a cadet: 


22. 


29. 


"8 


% 


As this was by that of Enfign Dick : 


*a 


Amd this by that of Lieutenant Cox. 


Mr, Baillie, during the courfe of the 
preceding night, had fallen into a delirium ; 
and as we were not allowed any light in 
our prifon, he walked over feveral of the 
wounded officers, who, in the greateft 
anguifh, cried out in vain for affiftance, 
We had thefe gentlemen as decently 
carried out as our fituation would allow. 
Howcver, we learned afterwards, that they 
were {tripped of the piece of cloth which 
covered them, and thrown into thé bed of 
a river, expofed to jackalls and tygers and 
other ravenous animals. 


Enfign Gordon, who had now recovered 
from his wounds, was taken out of prifon 
and fent to Seringapatam.  Liecutencnt 
Mackay receiyed fifty pagodas fent by our 

| refident 
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refident at Pondichery, Mr. Skardon, and 1780, 
conveyed to us by means of our good friend a 
the French doctor. This gentlemin, touch. ~* 
ed with our niiferable fituation, carried a 
letter to the humane, to the godlike Captain 
Pimoran, whofe name it is impoffible to 
thention without the livelieft’ emotions of 
gratitude, admiration, and love, attending his 
duty in Hyder’s army, employed at that 
time in the fiege of Arcott, which is diftant 
from Arneé about eighteen Englifh miles. 
The goodnefs of the doctor was the greater 
that he undertook and performed this friend- 
ly journey, notwithftanding the mean in- 
finuations of the Hungarian ferjeant above- 
mentioned, who affured him that he would 
undoubtedly be detected, and dragged to 
death at an elephant’s foot. Captain Pimo- 
tan prefented his fincere refpects, and begged 
leave to affure us, that he had fent all the 
ready money in his pofieffion by Monfieur 
Caftro, but that he would on every occafion 
affift us to the the utmoft of his power. If 
we had not been favoured with thefe fupplies 
from this generous Frenchman, a private 
friend though a public foe, the greater 
part 


LY 
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Lee 
1780, patt of. maft have petithed throtigh 


Waller 3 3' 

Ya ae 
", Spon after this we received the melan- 
eholy tidings that Captain Pimoran had fal- 
Ien before Arcott. An honourable death 
fecured to this generous {pirit the glory ot 
a life that was an honour to human nature. 
But we felt inexpreffible regret, that we 
cauld no longer indulge the hopeof teftify- 
ing, by fome vifible token, that inward gra- 
titude and efteem which had been awakened 
in each of our breafts, by his generous 


goodnefs, 


About this time, the Doétor, having 
reprefented to us the miferable fituation of 
our unfortunate foldiers, we purchafed for 
their relief twenty-feven pieces of cloth: 
but on applying to the Keeladar for permif- 
fion to fend them, we received no an{wer 
toour requeft. So that the fufferings of the 
poor foldiers remained unafluaged by the 
comforts which their friends had provided. 
Nor was this the only, or the moft prefling 
requeit that we were under the neceflity of 

making 
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making to our enemies. Our place of re- 2780. 
tirement, which was fituated within thd 
walls of our difmal dungeon, became-'{% 
offenfive, that we made the moft importu- 
nate, applications to have it cleared. But 
no orders were iffued for this neceffary fer- 
vice by the Keeladar, and none were to be 
found who would do it voluntarily. The 
fufferings that arofe from this putrid fource, 
in a fultry climate, to men afflicted and worn 
down with fluxes; the fwarms of odious 
vermin that affailed our naked and fore 
bodies, and that, penetrating and neftling in 
the wounded ear of a certain officer, turned 
the auricular nerve into an inftrument of the 
moft exquifite pain for feveral nights and 
days: thefe cannot be recollected without 
horrour, nor related without difguft. Nor 
is it worth while, after hinting at fuch dif- 
treffes as thefe, to relate that in the prifon 
of Arned many of the Englith officers, on 
account of the want of fervants, were 
obliged to wath their own pots, to kindle 
their own fires, and drefs their own vic- 
tuals. 


At 
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xo. At this period of our Narrative, it may 
be proper to give the following ftatement of 
the different fates that awaited the gentle- 
men of Colonel Baillie’s detachment, in the 
late unfortunate action near Tacoallum. 














Names of Corps. Killed} Wounded. edd ; 
Lieut. Col. Baillie . I 
Lieut. Col. Fletcher é I 


Lieut. Frazer, Brigadier Major | 

Lieut. Read, Aid de Camp 

Lieut. Chace, Brigadier Major I 
Enfign Burgier, Commiflary I 


SURGEONS. 

Mr. Wilfon . - I 
Raine ~ re I 
Campbell - «| 
Ogilvie a ‘ 


Grenadier Company, 73d Regi- 
ment. 


Lieut. John Lindfey - I 
Lieut. Gufin - » I 

Mr. Forbes, Volunteer 1 

Light Infantry, 734, 

Capt. David Baird -- I 
Lieut. Mackenzie - - I 
Lien, Melville - - I 
Mr. Hodges, Volunteer. 

Mr ~C bert, Ditto - I 


Carry over 647 





Capt. Wragg ss - 
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Names of Corps Killed | Wounded. Z ink 
‘ + 








Brought over 6 ’ 
Company's Artillery. 
Capt. Jones - = 
Lieut. Smith - - x 
Lieut. Cox - = - 
Lieut. Mirton - - I 
Mr. Monie, Conductor I 
\ 

Capt. Philiips’s European Gre- 

nadiers, 
Capt. Phillips “ z I 
Lieut. Knox - - 
Lieut. Mafley - - I 
Enfign Clarke ~ I 
Capt. Ferrier’s European Gre- 

nadiers, 
Capt. Ferrier - = 
Lieut. Wade - 3 - I 
Lieut. M‘Neale -~ - 
Lieut. Bowler - - I 
Lieut. Halliburton ~ I 
John Goree, Volunteer 
John Hope, ditto - I 

Latham, ditto - 
Sepoy Mark/men. 

Lieut. Muat. - - 
Zwo Companies of European In- 

fantry. 
Capt. Menteith - 1 


Carry over ir] 13 
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“3780. Names of Corps. Railled | Wounded.| Wounds 








Brought over 1 13 
Enfign Galway - - I 

Lieut. Nath - ~ I 
Lieut. Drin = ‘ 

Mr. Baillie, Volunteer es I 


Lieut. Baillie, Volunteer 


Five Companies Sepoy Grena- 


ders. 


Capt. Rumley = I 
Enfign Moore a z I 
Eniign Maconichy = I 
Enfign Stringer - = - i 
Enfign Wood - + I 
Enfign Clarke ee’ a I 
Five Gsmpanies Sepoy Grena- 
diers. 

Capt. Gowdie -— I 
Lieut. Mackay -— - i 
Enfign Picllaw = I 
Enfign Wilfon - - i 
Enfign Gordon’ -  - i 
Enfign Sheddon = - Sw 1 

Firft Carnatic Battalion. 
Capt. Lucas - - I 
Lieut. Campbell - 3 - 

gn Innis ~ Z t 

' Enfign Macalifter - I 


E MacLane - - I 
Enfign Lombard = - o I 
Enfign Corner - - 
Enfign Lang - 


Carry over 7 | 27 
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Names of Corpd. 17 80. 


Brought over 


Second Circar Battalion. 


€apt. Powell - = - 
Lieut. Cotton - 
Lieut. Forbes 
Lieut, Jurin - 
Enfign Curtis - 
nfign Hemming - 
Enfign Dawes - 
EnfignWynn ss 
Enfign Dick ce 
Enfign Forbes - 


Second Carnatic Battalion, 


Capt. Geo. Nixon - 
Lieut. Butler - 
Lieut. Dalrymple ~ 
Enfign Mackay - 


Enfign Bofwell - 
Enfign Rogers - 
Enfign ‘Tomlinfon * 
Enfign Frank . 


Six Companies of the 7th Carna- 
tic Battalions 





Capt. Grant a 
Entign White ° 
Enfign Mahagan - 
Enfign Marfhall = 
Enfign Macleod * 
Total 
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1780. 


Nov. 


Dec. 
8. 
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‘Fhe officers, incliding -veluntetrs, were 
in ‘whole eizhty-fix. Of theft feventy were 
‘killed or wounded, and only fixteen efcaped 
unhurt. 


The following gentlemen being secovered 
of their wounds were fent off to Seringapatarh : 
Lieutenants Maffey, Turin, -Chace; En- 
figns 'Wilfon and Stringer. This day. we 


.received accounts of the Pittah of Arcott 


having furrendereg. 
-~ = 

The following gentlemen being recovered 
of their wounds, were ordered for Seringa- 
patam, and previoufly to their departure 
made up a fum of one-hundred and fifty 
pagodas, in bills on Madras, for the Fren¢h 
Doétor, their worthy and good friend, who 
fhed tears on their departure:— Captain 
Grant; the Lieutenants Bowfer, But- 
ler, Mackay; Enfigns, Picklaw, Moore, 


:Maconichy, Macglifter; Volunteers Bajblic 


and Hope. Licujenarts Melvill, Dalrym- 
- ple,, and Knox, were left at Arne¢é. Mr. 
Knox laboured under a dropfy, nor had the 
“‘Dogtor .any. inftruments to-give him se- 

lief. 
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Zhot in: his left arm; which broke and fhat- 
tered the bone; and, a few inftants afteP, 
as he was in the act of turning round to 
{peak to fome of the foldiers, a ball pafied 
through the fame arm, and part of his left 
breaft. Had it not been for the accident of 
turning round, this ball muft inevitably have 
put an end to his exiftence. The enemy’s 
tavalry having broke into our ranks, in the 
confufion and carnage which enfued, the 
bone of his right arm was cut in two by a 


fabre, and he was dafhed unmercifully on. 


the ground. He was, after this, {tripped 
of all his clothes, even of his fhirt, and while 
he was dragged to a convenient fpot for this 
purpofe, his head ftriking againft every 
ftone, and his disjoiated arms trailing over 
the enfanguined {oil, he fuffered the extremi- 
ty of pain: As he lay naked, bleeding and 
helplefs on this {pot, an horfeman, with 
wanton cruelty, wounded him in the back 
with his fpear. In this miferable fituation 
he lay for two days and two nights, expofed 
to the tortures of a burning fun, to thé 
danger of being torn to pieces by beafts of 
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4780. prey, and, what every foldier whofe fate it 


has been to lie wounded on a field of battle 
knows to be more dreadful than any or all 
other circumftance$ of fuffering united, to 
the want of water. Lieutenant Melvill 
having made repeated efforts to affuage, in 
fome degree, his burning thirft, by means 
of whatever grafs or herbs was within the 
narrow circumference of his reach, in vain, 
was reduced, like other men in fimilar fi- 
tuations of extreme diftrefs, to the neceffity 
of feeking for relief from the moifture of 
his own body. Had it not been for the 
humane and moft generous attentions of 
Lieutenant Forbes, who lay by him part of 
the firft night and affifted him, he muft in 
all human probability have perifhed. He 
was, at laft, on the morning of the third 
day, picked off the field by fome of the 
enemy, who, without any circumftance of 
fellow-feeling or humanity, carried him in 
a rude and cruel manner to their camp. 
The recovery of Mr. Melvill may be ranked 
among the moft ftriking proofs of the pro- 
vifion that is made for the prefervation of _ 


the human frame. 
We 
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"We left Arned about nine in 1 the morn- 1780. 


ing, penetrated with forrow at parting from 
our friends and fellow-fyfferers. We were 
under charge of a Bramin, one Commandant 
of the troops, confifting of a few firelock 
men, one hundred and fifty colleries, and 
afew horfemen. Piats, or {mall horfes, were 
given for our conveyance. A horfe-keeper 
was allowed to each piat horfe, who had a 
rope faftened to the head ftall of the bridle, 
with pofitive orders not to quit his ftation. 
The whole of us were ordered to move on in 
a rank entire. We fuffered much from this 
mode of conveyance, having onlya pad in the 
room of a faddle, and no ftirrups ; crowds 
of people gazing at us, and many behaving 
in a moft infolent manner. When we ar- 
rived on the glacis, we met thirty-two 
of our unfortunate foldiers hand-cuffed, two 
and two, barefoot, and almoft naked. Every 
exertion on our part was made, in order to 
alleviate their diftrefs. 


We arrived in Poloor about four in the 
afternoon. Some rice was boiled for usand 
the foldiers, with a little falt. The rice, 
being boiled, was rolled into a ball for 

C 3 the 
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4780. the foldiers, about the fize of a foot-balf, 


and each perfon received his ball. ‘The fol- 
diers, at the different Halting places, were 
ept feparate from us. As many of thefe 
were not recovered from their wounds, they 
were alluwed, after repeated applications, to 
attend the furgeons of the country; but 
under particular reftri€tions not to afk for 
news. Many of the foldiers fuffered much 
from the want of fhoes. ‘Thefe men not 
being able to walk, bullocks were provided, 
on which they were forced to ride, ftill re- 
maining hand-cuffed to their comrades, 
This piece of cruelty we pointed out both 
to the Bramin and Commandant; but only 
received for anfwer, that they had no orders 
from the Bahauder to take off their irons. 
Whenever we approached near a village, 
tom-toms, a kind of drums, and winding 
collery horns, advanced in front, that the 
inhabitants might, by this difcordant mufic, 
be aflembled together to gaze at us, as 
we paffed through. ‘We {fuffered much, 
during our march, from the intenfe heat, as 
they would not travel in the night, but‘ only 
m the day time, and that during the hotteft 
part of it. The daily allowance which we 
received 


LATE WAR IN ASIA. 


received was onefmall theep, divided between 


us and the foldiers, in all forty-one perfons, 


one fear of rice eacl with a little fale. In the 
villages through which we pafied, fome of 
the people would exprefs fentiments of com- 
paffion, and fuffer us to drink water, not 
wndeed out of their veffels, which would 
have been pollution, but out of the palms 
of their hands; while others would revile 
ys, and pray that we might be put to the 
fword without mercy. Such is the extreme 
difference of natural tempers. 


Arrived at Bangalore, and vifited by the 
Keeladar, who made us many flattering pro- 
mifes, but executed none, 


é 


About five in the evening arrived at Se- 
ringapatam, where we were led in triumph 
to Hyder’s Palace, furrounded by crowds of 
people, till near feven o’clock, during which 
time our names were taken down in writing 
by the Keeladar, and then ordered to a {mall 
confined prifon, where we found Captains 
Baird, Wragg, Menteith; Lieutenants 
Lindfey, Maffey, Chace, Turin; Enfigns 
Wilfon and Stringer. Our joy on this oc- 

- C4 cafion 
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Jo. cafion was.grants swe were-allowed one. gald 
fanam each per day, anda French furgean 
fo attend us (Monfieur Fqytuna). The guards 
here confifted of tw6 goloks (civilians wha 
acted as field deputies), two havaldars, twelve 
Sepoys, one duffadar, and twelve collerees, 
a dower clafs of foldiers. Our fervants were 
permitted to attend the Buzar morning and 
evening, and allowed by the Keeladar to 
purchafe one bottle and two thirds of 
pia arrack, (q liquor diftilled from the 
bark of a tree), weekly, for each gentleman, 
the amount of which was one fanam and 
eightdubs. The poor foldiers who accom- 
panied us were fent to a different prifon. 


Enfign Gordon, who left Arneé the 4th 
of October, was amongft the foldiers here, 
and in irons. Repeated applications were 
gnade to the Myar, or Town Major, to re- 
move him to us, in vain: but at laft, on 
our folemn affurances that he was an officer, 
his irons were taken off. 


The following are the ftages at which 
we halted, in our journey from Arneé to 
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Seringapatam, with the intermediate dif- ¢780, 
tances ; 


; ” Cofs. Miles, 
From Arneé ta. Poloor * 6 13k 
A deferted villa «© ° 6 132 
Changama = 6 13 
Chingerry Pett . 6 13: 
Matore - 6 13% 
Covey Patam + 5 alt 
Ria Cotah - 8 29 
Taalcondah ~ 4 10 
Uffore f - 4. 10 
Bangalore§ = 10 25 


Carry over 61 144. 


* This is a very pleafant little village. We were lodged 
in the ruins of an old palace. 

+ This place is fituated in the midft of a beautiful and 
highly cultivated valley, and within fight of the Kifing 
Gurry hills. We halted here a whole day, 11 order to have 
our cloaths wafhed. The Keeladar, who came and fmoaked 
his hooker with us, converfed familiarly, and exprefled 
great compaffion for our misfortunes. 

t A pleafant little town, furrounded by a ftrong ftone 
wall, with turrets, and fituated in the midft of extenfive 
paddy fields. 

§ This town is five or fix miles in circumference, well 
watered, interfperfed with pleafant gardens and groves, 
and environed by fields and pafture lands of great fertility. 
It is furrounded by a ftrong ftone wall, and contains a pet- 
tah enclofed within a mud wall. ; 

' Kins 


ad 


& 


Ata. 


Dec. 
$3. 
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. , Brought over = | urn ; 
Kingery Cath 6a 
Ramgurry -- 8° 20 
Chenapatam * 4° 10 
Guitall+ = =» 7 OME 
Seringapatam = = 8 20 
94 2264 
Each cofs is 23 Englith miles. Eng. Miles. 


Repeated applications have been made to 
the Keeladar, for cots to fleep on, but with- 
out fuccefs. We are therefore neceffitated 


- to make ufe of raw, The Keeladar will 


* At this place we were lodged under a gateway, on 
each fide of which a gallery was conftracted, fupported by 
two or three pillars. The foldiers were placed in one of 


' thefe galleries, and the officers in another ; which afforded 


a &ene not more fingular than fatisfaftory. For here we 
had an opportunity of converfing with the pogr foldiets, as 
well as with Enfign Gordon, and indulging our curiofity, by 
putting a thonfand queftions concerniag their fate, and thag 
of others, At parting, we had the pleafure of contributing 
to their relief and comfort, by furnifhing them witha few 
¢loaths and fome tobacco. 

f At Guutall we were lodged in a fmall Choultry. 
Here we were permitted to go on the ramparts, and to far- 
vey the countey, which is very rich, highly cultivated, full 
of cocoa-nut trees, groves, fields abquadisg with gtain, 
and well built and populous villages, 

not 
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pot even allow the door of the prifon to be 3780, 
kept open during the courfe of the day, -in 
order to admit a little air, although we have 
often told him of the dangerous confe- 
quences to be apprehended from its exclu- 
fion, and alfo informed him that feveral 
gentlemen were very much indifpofed. ‘To 
‘all our reprefentations and fupplications we 
received for anfwer, that if any of us died, 
they would carry us out lafhed to a bamboo, 
for the prey of the tygers and jackalls. 


An head Bramin belonging to the Circar, 1481, 
ordered us all to turn out of our births, and, Jan- 
after affembling us near his perfon, attempt- 
ed to engage us in the fervice of Hyder, 
with the flattering promifes of great pay, 
horfes, palanquins, women, flaves, &c. On 
our refuling to take fervice, he faid, we 
were fine men, and that it grieved him to 
fee us in that fituation. He affured us, that 
when he invited us to take fervice, it was 
not underftood that we fhould fight againit 
our country; and that we were todo no- 


thing but walk about at out pleafure. 


Received 


ae 


weMoinke OF THe 


ayes, Rectived-thie following letter; brotight in 


oa 


priviitely's' 
To Captam Wragg. 


« ' 
+ €© Pear Friend, 


I Shalt never forget you at Combi- 
“tore. You was my Enfign; you behaved 
<< yourfelf to the Company honourably. 1 
¢* am forry to hear of your being prifoner, 
** Pray be {fo good as to take jn patience for 
“* twelve years, two men, being prifoners in 
«* Seringapatam. The two men are Samuel 
‘* Spencer and Joha Wilton, both London 

born. We were taken at Errod, in 
1768. Ihope your honour will be {fq 
“* good as to acquaint the Commander of 
<< Madras about us two captives, if God 
«* gives liberty for your honours to return 
** back, 
(Signed) 
** SAMUEL SPENCER, 
“JOHN WILTON.” 


Thefe¢wo unfortunate men, as we learned 
aftetwards, ‘are by trade armourers. They 
“Es have 
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4% 


have each of them five gold fanams a day, 173k 


with two drams of arrack: but they have 
guards over them, and appear quite deje&- 
ed. They are allowed to drefs in the Euq 
ropean ftyle, but are very dirty. 


Arrived Captain Menteith’s fervant from 
Arneé, and informed us of the fall of Fort 
Gingee, and the death of Lieutenaht Knox. 


Raifed by fubfcription, and fent to Enfign Jan. 


Gordon, eight and a half pagodas. 


Arrived this afternoon, Captain Lucas 
and Enfign Macauley; the latter taken at 
Gingee. 


Arrived Lieutenant Colonel Baillie, Cap- 
tain Rumley, and Lieutenant Frazer: the 
two firft of thefe gentlemen in irons, ‘as 
they alfo had been during their journey 
from Arcott to this place, which is up- 
wards of two hundred and forty Englith 
miles; they were ledged in a veranda, an 
open gallery, oppofite to our prifon, at the 


diftance of about two hundred yards, .Atr; 


rived 


29- 


Mar. 


aS 
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-ay@t, tived tat .the fine time MyisSkaidon, tef- 


Mar. 
28. 


dent. at: Pondicherry, Mr. Brunton, ‘late'art 
KoGge in: the: Company’s fervice;’ and ‘a 
Mz. MacNeal, .mate of a country thip; the 
two laft fent amongft the foldiers, and Mr: 
Skardon to our prifon, with the daily al-° 
lowance of fix cath, one fear of rice, ’ half 
a fear of doll, and a little ghee: this allow- 
ance..was poor indeed, but a3 we were oi 
every occafion ready with our {mall pittance 
to affift our brother fufferers, we made a 
monthly fubfcription in order to put hien On 
a level with us. 


Vifited by the Keeladar, who behaved to 
us in a moft contemptuous manner, refufing 
to fpeak but through an interpeter. He 
was very particular in examining our irons. 


Ordered to be muftered three times 2 
day. 


: Vifited bya black Commandant, who 
played a.pame at chefs with Captain! Lucas: 
this garbp:. was brought from- India ‘nto 
ee 

Several 
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ww Sqpetal letters, taken ‘by the~Fponch 1731. 


do€ttoris fervant for our friends in the May. 
Carnatie, requefting a fupply of money, and 

to knogw if.there was any -profpecy of 
peace, os 


The whole of us (except Captain Baird 16% 
of the 73d) put in heavy jrons; and the 
French furgeon ordered het tp attend us. 
Each pair of irons was from eight to nino 
pound weight. This was the commence- 
ment of a deliberate fyftem, as afterwards 
more fully appeared, for cutting us off] 
This a melancholy day. 


Arrived Lieutenant Coke, and put in 20- 
irons. He was taken at Pandanalare, in the 
Tanjore country. 


Lieutenant Turin’s irons taken off, amac- 24. 
count of a wound in his thigh. 

In gonfequence and in honour of his Ju 
Majefty’s bicth-day, we head for: dinner + 
fowl, cutlets,and-a flower pudding, -and 

° drank 


ah. 


Aug. 


¢ 


28, 


faeMothks 6F THE! 


drartk ‘his death “In -4 Gintty OF: Mert 
bet. 


Matty prifeners';. five Evropeins, wifi 
a number of Carnatic flave boys and-prris 
torn from our country. 


We rectived aceounté of the French 
doctor’s’ fervant having returned from the 
Carnatic: but no letters from our friends. 


Mr. Chriftie, ferjeant of the Bengal de- 
tachment, arrived this afternoon. He be- 
longed to Colonel Pearce’s detachment, and 
was taken prifoner near Pulicat the 3d of 
Auguft. Mr. Chriftie, when it was difco- 
vered that he was not an officer, was on the 
gth {ent among the foldiers. Favourablé 
accounts received at this time of the 
{pirited exertions of Mr. Hattirigs diffufe 4 
general joy throughout the prifon. | 

Several genilemeris legs are found to be 
very.mnuoks frelied oh account of the weight 
of their .jeamy. Repeated spplicitions to 

ar the 


-~ 
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the Keeladar -to have them taken off, ‘but, 
without fuccefs: 


A grand Gentoo feaft, at which the King 
of Myfore was prefent, a lad about twelve 
years of age. This royal prifoner is allowed 
to appear in public only at this particular 
time: We were allowed, as a very par- 
ticular favour, to indulge our curiofity with 
a fight of his majefty. 


Vifited by a Commandant, who afked a 
few trifling queftions. 


The guard very particular in examining 
our irons at the different mutters. 


A Sepoy-of our guard informs us, that 
fixteen foldiers had been taken out of one 
of the prifons in Seringapatam and circumci- 
fed, and that they intended to remove fome 
of us for th» fame purpofe. 


This evening we faw the Europeans at 
exercife, and drefled in the Mahomedan fa- 


* 


4G 
178%. 


Sept: 
18. 


O&, 


Vou. II. D fhion, - 
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1780. thion, correfpondiag in number with. the Ses. 


poy’s information. Pp 


Qur fervants, and thofe who attend- 
ed the foldiers, met together every day, 
in order to receive their daily allowance of 
rice. Hence we had an opportunity of cor- 
refponding with our fellow-captives in the 
different prifons by means of a rice cake, or 
hopper, and a cherool or fagar, which is 
fome leaves of tobacco rolled up in the 
form of a tube fo as to be fmoked without 
the aid of a pipe or any other inftrument. 
One would afk another if he would eat 
a bit of hopper. The perfon who offered 
this refrefhment took care to give that part, 
of the cake which contained the letter.— 
In like manner one would afk another for a 
fagar: and the other, underftanding the 
meaning of the requeft, would give him 
what he wanted, if any intelligence was to 
be communicated: if not, he would per- 
haps fay that he had none. In this manner 
we bad an opportunity of interchaaging fen- 
timents, of condoling with one another, and 
of contributing what little was in opr power 

to 
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to the relief of thofe who were in the greats 1731, 
eft want or diftrefs. The confolation we. 

felt in this intercourfe of fympathetic affec- 

tion induced us even to encounter the dan- 

ger of death ; for this moft affuredly would 

have been our lot if our correfpondence had 

been difcovered. 


In one or other of the conveyances juft 
defcribed, received the following letter from 
Serjeant Hollingfworth. 


‘*TH1s morning I was informed of 

‘© your being defirous to know in what 
‘© manner the fixteen Europeans were fepa- 
*« rated from us. On the 18th of Septem- 
«© ber the head Myar with a Bramin came to 
** our prifon and ordered the ferjeant to call 
‘¢ in the men, which was immediately done 
*‘ without any fufpicicn, and the above 
‘¢ Myar and Bramin fingled out fixteen of 
** the youngeft, knocked off their irons, and 
‘¢ marched them to the Keeladar, and then 
‘safked if they would take fervice; when 
*¢ they: all declared they would fooner die 
‘¢ than be bound to the fervice of a tyrant. 
D2 “At 


fa 
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ty80. “At fih-fr they were condatted: one by 


‘‘ one; ‘to a iimalt apartment, whére an 
“ operator attended, with fix caffres to hold 
*¢ therh while they were circumcifed.— 
«This was affirmed by them to Enfign 
¢« Brunton. 


‘¢ This morning the Bramin came into 
¢ out prifon again for a drum and fife, but 
*¢ they being fick he went away without 
‘¢ them.” 


Received the following letter, addreffed to 
Captain Lucas and the officers in our pri- 
fon, from Serjeant Dempfter of the Bengal 
artillery, who voluntarily entered into the 
fervice of Hyder, and who had onceon a 
former occafion deferted from Colonel 
Pearce’s detachment : 


«© Sir, 

«< Your fervants cafting an eye to oné 
“< of us fometime ago, gives us reafon to 
“think that you would be defirots to 
‘* know fomething of our prefént unheard- 
“‘ of and unfortunate fituation: not to be 
« paralleled perhaps in the hiftory or an- 

' «6 nals 
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* nalg,of any nation. On Wedenfday the 1781, 
© roth..of September the Rramin and My- 
« ar came to our prifon, and after falling in 
«¢ the men, he {elected fixteen from the reft, 
<< {miths being prepared to knock off their 
‘* irons, without giving us the {malleft idea 
“s of wHat was to enfue, and conducted us 
** to the kutcheree, where they informed us 
‘‘ upon what account we were releafed, 
© and in a very flattering manner requefted 
‘© of us to take fervice, All their promifes 
‘‘and tenders were rejected with difdain.— 
‘‘ They then changed their accent, and 
‘* threatened us in the fevereft manner.— 
‘¢ We were then conducted to a large {quare, 
** the repofitory or feminary of thofe Car- 
€ natic boys that had been brought into 
‘* flavery, whom you fee every night at ex- 
‘‘ercife. Upon our arrival there, how 
‘* sreat was our furprife to find two Englifh 
‘* lads amongift thefe boys, who had been 
‘* circumcifed three months before our ar- 
‘* rival, one of whom is a Mr. Clarke, who 
«had been an Enfign in the 2d batallion, 
* od regiment; the other a private in the 
‘“‘ fame regiment. They informed us imme- 
D 3 ‘* diately 
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r780, “ ‘diately that we fhould be ciréarheiftd ~< 


“© They had farce finithed telling us this, 
“ when the guard came in, accompanied by a 
+ Herber*, You, fir, who have delicate feel- 
® ings, ‘will conceive what our fituation was, 
«© dragged to what every Chriftian in thé 
** univerfe utterly abhors, and furrounded 
** by enemies whofe very fouls are many 
‘* tloufand times blacker‘than their vifage, 
«* After fome refiftence on the part of every 
*© one of us, we were obliged at laft to fit 
*< down and be fhaved, after which we re- 
¢* mained in the moft cruel uncertainty for 
6 three or four hours, when our ill~favour- 
“ed guard brought us a doze of -* majum 
<< each, and obliged us to to take it. It 
‘© wrought differently. Some were infen- 
<< fible: others were not. A little after fun- 
‘< fet, a black furgeon, with thirty or forty 
“‘ caffres, feized and held us while the 
«* operation was performed. We remained 
** under cure fora month, upon fix cath 
€ per day, with mutton, rice, &c. The 


* The Mahometans are always fhaved all over before 
gircumt on. 

+ A ftupifying drag. 7 

; © 30th 
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« 26th af Oftober, we were conducted: to 14813 
‘6the kuteheree, arid there examined if we 
“would take thofe Carnatic flave boys 

<‘ and learn them their diftipline, for which 

<< we fhould receive each of us one gold 

‘* fanam per day, with provifions andcloaths ; 

‘*¢ which we hope, in our prefent fituation, 

<* you will not conftrue into any difaffection 

‘© to our country or officers, it being all 

*¢ force and conftraint. 


‘* However, actuated by lively, and at the 
«< fame time pungent forrow, that you in your 
“* prefent diftreffed fituation, fhould be a me- 
“* lancholy witnefs of thofe men, who were 
‘* fo lately under your command, whofe in- 
“< dulgence and paternal care, particularly on 
‘* theday ofaction, was fecond tothat of none; 
« we humbly make bold to affure you, that 
“* fcarce filial duty can be exceeded on our | 
‘¢ part, every man in the other prifon and 
‘* here, being at any time ready to lay down 
‘* their lives to refcue you from the fmalleft 
‘¢ harm. Our fondnefs was the reafon of our 
‘* running this hazard in writing, and moft 
‘¢ heartily and fincerely wifhing to fee you 
D 4 ‘<< fhortly 
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¢73s, ‘ fhortly releafed, and in a way of releafing 


08, 
30. 


** us unfortunate vidtims ftonithe chains of 
** this harbarian. 
(Signed) 
« JOHN MAXWELL DEMPSTER. 
** Once an Enfign in his Majefty’s 19th 
“‘ regiment of foot, and late a Serjeant 
<* in the Bengal artillery.” 


Duncan Macintofh and Donald Stewart, 
privates, both of the 73d regiment, were 
forcibly taken out and circumcifed. 


This day Captain Wragg received the 
following letter : 


€¢ Sir, 

‘‘ AFTER the many repeated favours [ 
‘«¢ have received at your hands, I think it 
§* my duty to acquaint you of my prefent 
“* fituation ; that I am unfortunately one of 
¢* the men who was taken out, and: under- 
f* went the dreadful pain of circumcifion. 

(Signed) 

; « BENTALL WOODLEY.” 


Captain 
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’, Captain Baird put ia-irons, 


A report prevails that qur correfpondence 
with the different prifons is difcovered, 
which gives the greateft alarm. We pro- 
ceed inftantly to deftroy or to conceal pa- 
pers, knives, fciflars, razors, &c. This 
journal, which was written within a very 
{mall compafs, on a flip of Indian paper, in 
fuch an hand as that in which innocent 
idlers write out the Lord’s prayer within 
the circumference of a halfpenny, was con- 
cealed on this, as on other occafions of 
alarm, which were not unfrequent, in a 
{mall hole dug deep in the earthen floor of 
our prifon, carefully filled up and beaten 
into a perfect equality and refemblance of 
the contiguous furface. : 


It is reported that a man was intercepted 
who had undertaken to carry a letter from 
us to Colonel Baillie. 


Having made repeated application for 
medicines for the fick, we were informed 
~ that 


Ly 
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Nov. 
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#783. that the ftricteft orders had been iffued, that 


no medicines fhould be adminiffered to us 
by-any perfon, under the pain of the moft 
fevere and fhocking mutilation. We had not 
tome there to live,’ we were told ;. and that 
nothing could be more acceptable to the Na- 
bob than the news of our death. Thefe me- 
Jancholy tidings had a vifible effect on the 
minds of the gentlemen who were indif- 
pofed. Cut off from all hope of relief, 
but that alone which might poffibly arife 
from the unaflifted efforts of nature, they 
began to droop and defpond exceedingly. 
We repeated and preffed our folicitations 
for medicines to no purpofe. The {entries 
to whom we applied, declared, that they 
would willingly bring in fome, if they could 
do it with fafety ; but that their orders were 
exprefs, and that their ears and nofes, and 
right hands, muft pay the forfeiture of dif- 
obedience. 


Received the-following letter from En- 
fign Clarke: 


«s Gendlemen, 
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é« Gentlémen, 


‘TI was this day, to my great furprize, 


£¢ accofted by one of your fervants, who in-- 


** formed me, calling me by name, that the 
*¢ officers in general were furprized at having 
‘* received no letter from me in particular. 
“¢ I can only fay, that the privates in gene- 
‘© ral were unwilling to deliver any letter 
“« from me, without feeing the contents. I 
< might complain ef the manner they have 
‘* behaved fome time fince their arrival 
<< here; which has indeed been fuch, as 
‘* thewed they were happy to have it in 
‘“‘ their power to infult any one who had 
“* been of a rank fuperior to themfelves with 
** impunity. However, it is wrong to men- 

tion any thing of this kind, as I am at 

prefent in a fituation fo very difacreeable 
‘in many refpects, that any one thing is 
‘* {carce worth mentioning, even were it 
“‘ likely, on my complaints, to be reme- 


€© died. ~ 


** T arrived at Madras in January, 1781, 
** in a ftyle fuperior to that of the reft of 
‘¢ the 
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a7Bx, “ the cadets in, general, haying, byen two 


<« years an Enfign and Lieytenant in the 
ud ‘Militia, and of equrfe being ufed to a very 
‘ expenfive way of living, together with, 2 
ff carelefinel for money, and lending to too 
ts ‘many who had no profpect of being able 
‘*to pay me. Notwithftanding this, 1 
«¢ was largely fupplied by General Munro, 
*¢ to whom J was particularly recommend- 
*< ed, and at whofe houfe I lived at Madras, 
f° as well as to Mr. Mawhrey, who was 
“¢ very much my friend, and two or three 
** others. I foon fell into debt to fuch a 
<< degree, as obliged me to think of going 
*€ to camp, or fome where elfe, in order to 
<< get out of the reach of the Mayor's 
** Court: for which purpofe I applied to 
«* the Governor, who told me, that as foon 
** as a fhip failed for Cuddalore, where our 
‘< army then lay, I might go. But as there 
‘* was danger in waiting fo long, I fet off 
«* for camp on horfeback, leaving directions 
‘* with a boy, to fend my things as foon as 

* poffible. I arrived fafe at Pondicherry, 
where,. when at dinner at a French ta- 
6 YSID, J wag made prifoner, and that.evene 
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te ing fent to Meer Saib’s, one of Hydeér’s 1784: 


«¢ Generals, camp, lince killed. Next morn- 
*¢ ing, after I arrived at Pondicherry, I was 
<* offered three hundred rupees per month, 
«© and again at Meer Saib’s camp, if I would 
‘* take fervice, which I again and again re- 
‘* fufed. I ftaid a fhort time in the camp 
“© of Meer Saib, and was afterwards fent 
‘‘ under a guard of two havaldars and fix 
‘¢ Sepoys to Hyder’s camp, then lying near 
‘«¢ Tanjore, commanded by Colonel Braith- 
‘waite. ‘T'wodays after my arrival, I was 
*¢ taken before the Nabob, who afked me 
** the ufual queftions; to all which I pro- 
«* feffed ignorance, alledging, that my fhort 
<c {tay at Madras, and my ftation, I having 
‘* been appointed Enfign in the 2d battalion 
‘* of 2d regiment, commanded by Major 
‘¢ Hopkins, prevented my having any in- 
‘* fight into the management of affairs at 
‘‘ Madras. The next day we marched to 
«© Trichinopoly, where I underftood he was 
**to lay for fome time. In a few days 
«< after, good God! what was my furprize, 
“* to be fent for by the commandant of the 
«‘ battalion, with which I was confined, 
‘6 and 
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a78z, ‘and then informed it was Hyder’s define 


*‘ that I fhould embrace Mahomedanifm. 
<<] refafed; notwifthftanding the moft 
*° dreadful threats, 4nd moft alluring pro- 
* mifes, to confént to a thing fo much 
**« my abhorrence. The next day, my ufual 
** allowance of rice was brought; but on 
‘‘ afking for the three pice, my daily pit- 
“‘ tance, I was informed it was ftopped, till 
“* ] agreed to the propofal of yefterday, of 
<‘ becoming a profelyte. I was a little 
‘* fhocked, but refolved to perfevere, till 
<¢ fome relief or other fhould come. On 
“«¢ the fecond day after this, I received no 
** rice at all, nor the two next.days. Be- 
*‘ ing now almoft worn out, not having 
“< tafted any food, except a little rice which 
“‘ the Sepoys afforded, I with my tongue 
‘** confented to a thing which my heart 
“‘abhorred. On this I received my for- 
‘mer allowance, and what had been 
** ftopped the feveral days foregoing. I 
«* fhortly after marched to Seringapatam, 
‘‘in. the moft horrid defpondence of 
“‘mind, On my arrival here, I was 
** queftionad with regard to my knowledge 
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‘¢ of the exercife, which I faid I knew no- 1781, 
‘thing of: but on the appearance of a 
“‘ chaubuc, or horfewhip, I foon went 
** through the manual to the fatisfaction of 
“the two Myars. I was then queftioned 
«with regard to my having confented to 
“‘ embrace their damned religion, which I 
** denied. However, I was foon, from the 
«s fecond appearance of the chaubuc and the 
“< recollection of former ufage, induced to 
‘“* fpeak my confent, though on my arri- 
‘val at the boys you daily fee, and being 
<* afked if I would teach them your exer- 
“« cile, I refufed, faying, I hid refufed to 
“< take fervice, or {|-ecome a Muffulman, 
<< and that I would rather do both, or even 
“* die, than teach others to fight againft my. 
“‘ country, which in my idea was worf 
‘¢ than either. I was then removed to the 
‘© prifoa where | now am, and found a 
‘«¢ European of the name of Smith, of the 
“¢ 2d battalion, 2d regiment, in’ as miferable 
‘* 2 fituation as any to which a man could be 
“* reduced by vermin, dirtycloaths, bed, &e-. 
<¢ The fecond night after my arrival, I was 
‘* made a Muflulman ; about three months 
<< after 
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¢78x. “after my attival, I was very much furs 


*¢ prifed one morning to f{eé a fet of young 
“ tnen very cleanly drefied, brought for the 
*¢ fame dreadful dperation of which I had 
*¢ lately recovered. That night they were 
** circumcifed after the ufual doze of majumi 
‘* had been adminiftered: what enfued with 
‘¢ regard to them you have received from 
«¢ them before. I had forgot to mention, 
¢¢ that at firft the ufual allowance of mut- 
“‘ton, ghee, &c. was very great, but that 
¢* we had only three cafh per day. However, 
** on their arrival we had fix, and afterwards 
‘* one gold fanam. 


‘¢ T have done all in my power to prevail 
‘‘on them to refufe going to exercife. 
<¢ Though I was tied up twice to be flogged, 
*¢ T would not go on any account. The 
“ ufage from the privates towards me has 
‘«* been moft rafcally, which, together with 
«¢ other things, makes it my daily with to 
¢¢ die, and has almoft tempted me more 
‘¢ than once to lay violent hands on myéelf. 
‘© T hope foon, however, and have very 
*$ good reafon to expect, that in a fhort time 

** the 
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/ 
4781. . The cafly regeived .from, head quarters 
(fo we called Colonel Baijllie’s, prifon), 
when each gentleman received ten fanams. 


1782. Arrived prifoners, three Evropeana, with 
_ a number of Carnatic children, 


5 Fourteen Europeans taken out and cir- 
cumcifed. 
6. A Circar Bramin vifited us, and ina very 


peremptory manner ordered us to fall in; 
and we had reafon to fufpe& he came to 
fingle fome of us out for his diabolical pur- 


pote. 


18. Serjeant Higgins, of Captain Powell's 
battalion, voluntarily took fervice. This 
he did with an intention, which he after- 
wards found means of carrying into effet, 
to make his efcape to his wife, whem he 
had lately married. 


Receiveda letter from Enfigns Brantonand 
Gordan, informing us, that they are threat- 
ened by the Bramin with aii spade Muf- 


fulmen, 
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fillmen, and that they intend fome of us 1782, 
for the fame purpofe. 


Enfigns Brunton and Gordon, with one Jan 
hundred foldiers, removed to Shittle-Droog: 26s 
the foldiers hand-cuffed, two and two. 


Very much alarmed by tte appearance of a7; - 

a Circar Bramin, who ordered the whole of 
ws to turn out. His orders being complied 
with, he looked ftedfaftly at fix of the ftout- 
eft, and then faid to a man who ftood 
near him, thefe fix willdo. The fix were, 
Captains Baird and Wragg; Lieutenants 
Lindfey, Bowfer, Coke; and Enfign Mac< 
glifter. 


Vifited by the Keeladar and Myar, : eb, 


Purfa Rama, Colonel Baillie’s boy, was » 4. 
detected in carrying contraband goods to 
his mafter; the boy was put in irons and. 
removed to the foldiers. 


A European Muffulman put in the ftocks, 
and ftripped naked, for ftriking a caffit, 
Ea or 
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1782. or black man of the negroe or African 
kind. 


Feb. 
26. 


28. 


The European Muffulman releafed. 


A number of Sepoys, who were taken 
prifoners in a fally at Trichinopoly, and {ent 
here, have, on account of their cruel treat- 
ment, taken fervice. The few who have 


" not confented, are chained two and two, 


March 


17. 


18. 


with the daily allowance of one fear of 


baggee (a poor {mall grain), and three cath. 


Colonel Baillie, Captain Rumley, and 
Lieutenant Frazer’s irons taken off. 


A corps of Carnatic flaves, taken fince 
the commencement of the war, and dif- 
ciplined by Serjeant Dempfter, with the 
other European Muffulmen, marched to 
join an army to be led againft Calicut, 
where we had fome troops. 


Abdiel Wahab (Mahomed-Ally’s bro- 
ther) who was taken prifoner at Chitteput, 
and fent prifoner here, allowed for himéelf 

° and 
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and family, confifting of feventy perfons, 
one thoufand rupees per month ; his eldeft 
fon remains at Arcot with Hyder. 


Enfign Macauley fent his fhoe buckles 
to the Keeladar, in order to obtain his leave 
to difpofe of them, that he might raife a few 
fanams. The buckles detained by the 
Keeladar. 


Arrived prifoners this evening a number 
of Europeans, and lodged in a veranda near 
our prifon. Their number, rank, and the 
place where they were taken, we have not 
been able to learn. 


Vifited by the Myar, who, after recon- 
noitring our prifon, ordered the cook-room 
to be cleaned out, for.the unfortunate people 
who arrived yefterday. We hear the found 
of the armourers employed in putting on 
their irons. Various are our conjectures 
where they have been taken. However, 
we at prefent flatter ourfelves that they may 
only be the officers feparated from us in 
Hyder’s camp, and fent to Bangalore. 

E 3 Twa 
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‘Peo of out fervants removed to Colonel 
Paillic, A letter fent to the ldiers,' 


Abdiel Wahab fent us word, that Hyder 
meant to force Colonel Baillie, and the reft 
of the officers, to enter into his fervice. 


The prifoners that had been lodged in the 
veranda were brought in here this evening ; 
Seventeen European officers, one furgeon, 
and one black commandant. They are the 
officers of Colonel Braithwaite’s detach- 
ment, and fell into the hands of Tippoa 
Saib, in the Tanjore country, the 18th of 
February, 1782, about forty miles from 
Tanjore. Diuring the time they were with 
Tippoo Saib, he paid them every attention that 
was neceflary. He not only furnithed them 
with cloaths and money, but at thefame time 
gave ftriét orders to all his Keeladars to be 
attentive to them during their march to 
Hyder’s camp, who was then lying at Con~ 
jeveram. But on their arrival at this place, 
their money, and every other little thing 
they had, was taken from therh; ahd they 
were told, that if they concealed the moft 

trifling 
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trifling article, their nofe and ears would be 1782. 
cut off. ‘Fhe next day, a few piah horf€s 
were provided for their journey; but many 
of them were obliged to walk the whole 
way, with the daily allowance of fix or 
feven fears of rice, with a little falt, 

‘amongft the whole. Colonel Braithwaite 
and Enfign Holmes remain in Hydet’s 
camp. We are informed that our army ig 
lying near Madras, for want of carriage 
bullocks, and that it was believed a French 
fleet had pafied Puljcat. 


Thefe circumftances aggravated the me- 
Jancholy gloom that had jong hung over the 
place of our confinement. 


The following is a lift of the killed and 
wounded of Colonel Braithwaite’s detach- 
ment, taken by Tippoo Saib, on the 18th of 
February, 1782. 


Names. Killed. | Wounded 
Colonel Braithwaite I 
Captain Judfon 
Lieut. Lind 


Carry over I 
E 4 Lieut 
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1732. 








Brought over 
Lieut. Eaftland 
a Gillon 

Sampfon 
Cameron 
Enfign Graham 
Loy 
Gahagan 
Kennet 
Macauley 
Thewlis 
Fenwick 
Holmes 
Haywood 
Stewart . 
Mr. White, furgeon 
Lieut. Bowles 





Nabob’s 1 
Service 


" Latcliff 


Clowman 


April | Captain Baird’s irons taken off, on ac- 
9 —_ count of ficknefs. 


Arrived prifoner, one European officer ; 
put no further account. 


Lieu- 
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Lieutenant Lind, at the point of death, is 
allowed, with the utmoft difficulty, to have 
his irons taken off. 


Lieutenant Coke’s irons were taken off, 
by the means of a bribe to the Verduvalla, 
a military officer non-commiffioned, about 
the rank of a ferjeant-major. 


Lieutenant Lind died. 


The dead body of Lieutenant Lind, 
Jafhed to a bamboo, was carried out on the 
fhoulders of three men. We all of us ftood 
around the body of our departed friend, 
while Mr. Skardon read the funeral fer- 
yice. 


Vifited by the Myar, who enquired in a 
moft prefling manner, if there were any car- 
penters or {miths amongft us. We replied, 
that we were all gentlemen. He did not 
feem fatisfied with this anfwer; but defired 
the Commandant, Sid Abrim, to make par- 
ticular enquiry, and inform him the next 

vifit 
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12. 


14. 


May 


No) 
® 


yt 
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his vifit- he thétld make, ‘as the Ketladarmeant 


May 
#5. 


3t. 


17. 


19. 


22. 


to take-fotat of us out. © 


-* An order arrives from Hyder for our fer- 
vants to difcontinue going to the Buzari 
Henceforth our guards are our market-men, 
who cheat us moft unmercifully. 


Enfign Graham's irons taken off, on ac- 
count of ficknefs. ~ 


In honour of his Majefty’s birth-day, we 
have eclebrated it with a pilaw, and drank 
his health in therbet. 


Vifited by the Myar. He enquired for 
a cavalry officer of the name of Galeet, who, 
he faid, belonged to Colonel Baillie’s de~ 
tachment. There was no fuch perfon. 


Arrived prifoners, fourteen European 
children, eight boys and fix girls. It is 
reported that they were taken at Cudda- 
lore, 


Mr. Hope’s irons taken off, on account 


of ficknefs, 
Captain 
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. Captain. Lucas. cand Enfign Maconichy’s 1782. 
Jrons taken off, on account of ficknefs. oo 


Lieutenant Gillon, and Enfigns Thew- 
lis and Latcliff are put in irons. 


Repeated applications have been made 29- 
to the Keeladar for medicine, and for the 
French Door to attend thofe gentlemen 
who are at prefent ina dangerous way: but 
the cruel tyrant will neither order nor allow 
the {malleft affiftance. Thofe who are 
fortunate enough to enjoy a good ftate of 
health attend the fick in the night. 


At half paft eight, P. M. died Captain Juty 
Lucas, brother to the celebrated patriot of 5- 
that name in England. -The Captain’s 
death was bitterly lamented by the whole 
prifon. He was diftinguifhed by good na- 
tural talents as well as acquired accomplith- 
ments. In his manners he was unafluming, 
amiable, and engaging ;: and the cheerfulnefs 
and vivacity of his temper, which were ex- 
prefied in co fongs and facetious fallies, 

{cattered 


wm 


6 
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fcattered frequent rays of mirth om our 


782- sloomy manfien, :, ; 


uly 


_ at three o'clock, A. M. died Mr, 
Hope, a Cadet in the Company’s {er- 


VICe. 


About twelve, A. M.-died Enfign Ma- 
conichy. 


As Mr. White, Colonel Braithwaite’s fur- 
geon, was unacquainted with the fimples 
and compofitions ufed as medicines in this 
country, and was deprived of his own cheft 
of medicines, the arrival of that gentleman 
amongft us, (againft whole profeffional 
abilities this ought not certainly to be confi- 
ered, and is not intended, as any infinua- 
tion) in the character of a fellow-prifoner, 
did not avail us. We therefore continued 
to be our own phyficians, and to ufe thofe 
medicines with whofe powers feveral of 
us had become acquained in the courfe of 
a long refidence, in various {tations and fitu- 
ations in India. The natives of this coun- , 
try, in which nature is very powerful and 

luxuriant, 
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luxuriant, and where maxims and obfer- 47$2. 
vations are accumulated and handed down 
from generation to generation, from very re- 
mote antiquity, are undoubtedly acquainted 
with many medicinal properties of herbs 
and fruits, and other fimples, unknown to 
European nations. It is generally known, 
that the practice of inoculating for the fmall- 
pox is common in all Afiatic countries. 
But there is an art in Hindoftan, not yet 
known in Europe, by which the women 
effectually prevent all traces of the fmall- 
pox on the faces of their little ones. This 
prefervative is compofed of a falve made of 
certain Indian herbs, and a certain kind of 
oil, which they apply the moment the pock 
begins to blacken. It does not appear, that 
any of the Company’s furgeons have ever 
enquired, or at leaft enquired with fuccedls, 
into the nature of this preparation. That 
the Hindoos, however, know how to fave 
their fkins from the ravages of the fmall- 
pox, is a fact which cannot be doubted. 
On the fubject of Hindoo furgery and phy- 
fic, another well-attefted fa& may be men- 
tioned, which is attended with the happiett- 
effects. 


¥& 
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smo effects. When ety petfon happens to re 


ceive a-braife or wound in any part of his 
body, by a fall or blow, or othtrwift, thofe 
WHo are neareft to’ him, prefently ftrip off 
the greater part of his cloaths, and, with 
the palms of their hands, gently rub the 
afflicted part, or if that is not to be touch- 
ed, the parts neareft to it; and proceeding 
from that f{pot, rub over, with greater force, 
the whole of the body. This good office 
is generally performed by the women, who 
are indeed the furgeons and phyficians of 
this country, and who handle their patients 
with all the eafy addrefs of the moft experi 
enced member of the faculty in Europe. 


It was from the natives of India, that the 
Englith, at Madras, learned the qualities of the 
junglicarandee, or what are commonly called 
by our foldiers Jack Spratt’s. Nuts, three of 
which will operate as an emetic, with very 
falutary effets. Caffia, jaggeree, and tama- 
rinds, were the Materia Medica of our ca- 
thartics. Thefe raterials, with furre quick- 
filver, which we formed into pills and oint- 
ments, we were obliged to introduce by 

ftealth, 
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ftealth, hy means of handfome rewards to 1-82, 
individuals belonging to our guards; fer, 

as has already been obferved, all medicines 

were prohibited by the Keeladar, under the 
fevereft threats. ) 


Arrived prifoners, five hundred Carnatic july 
boys, in order to be made flaves, and to be *3- 
entered into Hyder’s flave battalions. We 
hear the French have taken fome of our 
fhips, and given up the prifoners to Hyder. 


Arrived, prifoners, two Europeans. 24. 
Lieutenant Sampfon put in irons. 26. 


A chit, or note, is received from Colonel 
Baillie, requefting fome mercurial pills. 
He fays, they have not the {malleft idea, 
why their irons were taken off. The pills 
fent. 


Arrived prifoners, three European offi~ 3¢, 
ers, as ald a mate of a country thip. 


One 


8 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


¥782, One of our officers {truck by a cerltinel, 
Aug. for attempting to look out at the prilog 
rc. 


13e 


re. 


Lieutenant Coke and Enfign Graham 


put in irons. 


Lieutenant Lindfey’s irons taken off, on 
account of ficknefs. 


The French, we hear from every quar 
ter, have made over three hundred feamen, 
and others, whom they had taken prifoners, 
to Hyder ; and that the French Admiral re- 
ceived from Hyder, on that account, fifty 
thoufand rupees. This was publicly afirm- 
ed at the Keeladar’s Durbar; but it is 
given merely as a report. 


We are informed that Colonel Baillie is 
in a dangerous way; yet that the Keeladar 
will not allow him a phyfician to attend 
him, nor even affift him with medicines, 
although many applications have been made 
to him for that purpofe. 


Arrived 


LATE WAR IN ASIA. 


Arrived prifoners, three hundred Carnatic 
boys. 


The whole of us have offered one hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand rupees for our en- 
largement; and not to ferve againft Hyder 
during the war. No anf{wer. 


Arrived prifoners, feven Europeans. 


A letter taken charge of by one of our 
guard, to the foldiers prifon, with a promife, 
if an anfwer is received by us, to give him 
three pagodas. Subfcribed one fanam each 
for that purpofe. 


Arrived forty Europeans, part of thofe 
men that were given up by the French. 
They have been circumcifed. 


Arrived prifoners, eight hundred Carnatic 


boys and girls. 


A Sepoy has undertaken to carry a letter 
to the circumcifed Europeans. 


Vot. II. F Received 


Sr 


1782. 


Oa. 
13. 


300 


Noy. 
26 


if 
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' Received the owe news of Colonel 
— $ death. 

This melancholy event excited painful 
reflections on the uncertainty of profperity 
and of fame, both of which are greatly un- 
der the controul of fortune. Colonel Bail- 
lie poflefied great vigour both of body and 
mind, being of a middling ftature, well and 
firmly made, and animated on all occafions 
with calm and fteady refolution. Before 
the unfortunate day that configned him to 
a confinement, from which he was deftined 
never to efcape, he uniformly bore the 
character of an officer enterprizing, brave, 
and judicious. As his merit and rank had 
rendered him an object of terror to the con- 
queror before he fell into his hands, fo he 
became an object of barbarous refentment 
afterwards, and was treated, accordingly, 
with unufual and marked feverity. In the 
enemy’s camp, he was feparated from his 
fellow prifoners, the Captains Rumley and 
Frazer, and thrown into irons even on his 
journey to Seriagapatam from Areot. On 
- arrival.on his way to the capital. of 

‘ a 4 Hyder, 
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Hyder, at Bangalore, five guns were fired in 1781, 
order to affemble the people to infult his 
misfortunes. And during the whole courfe 
of his illnefs, he received not the leaft com- 
fort or affiftance from the advice of any 
phyfician. 

Arrived prifoners, oné European, with 
three hundred Carnatic boys. 


Received the following from Lieutenants 
Speediman and Rutlhidge. ‘ 


<‘ WE were yelterday agreeably furprifed 
‘“‘ by receiving a letter from you, which has 
‘¢ been our conftant with fince we have 
‘* been here, and are extremely obliged to 
‘* you for the trouble you undoubtedly mutt 
‘« have had in forwarding it, having made 
«¢ many attempts of that kind ourfelves, but 
«* never could {ucceed—but particularly for 
‘* the concern you feel on our account, and 
‘* the promifes you make us of reprefenting 
‘sour fituation to thofe in whofe power 
‘* it will be to extricate us out of this af- 
‘* fliGing fituation. :; 
F 2 “< You 
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** You have requefted us to relate to you 
‘* the particujars of our ill fortune, and 
“alfo.to anfwer fome queftions, which 
“* you have fet down, both of which we 
“¢ will readily comply with, as far as lies in 
* our power. Weare forry we cannot give 
‘* you as fatisfactory an account as pro- 
“« bably yeu might expect, being wounded 
‘©in January laft, and left in Vellore: but 
‘‘ what news we fend is what we got 
‘from Enfign Byrne,,who came up to 
“‘ Vellore in June, with one company of 
“« Sepoys, three three-pounders, and a 
‘“* good many Polygars, with provifions for 
‘* the garrifon; and we, being anxious to 
«* join the army, left Vellore to go back 
‘¢ with him: but we had not quitted the 
‘* place above eighteen hours, when Tippoo 
‘«¢ Saib’s whole force came down upon us. 
‘‘ We fought them for fome time: then 
‘‘the Polygars left the Company’s troops 
“‘in a mob, with what intention God 
‘«< knows; but Tippoo’s troops cut in among 
‘them. What efcaped the {word were 
‘* made prifoners. In this fituation, defert- 
** ed by thofe people, moft of our Sepoys 


‘< being 
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és being wounded, and our ammunition 1782. 


nearly expended, we hoifted a white 
« handkerchief for ’ quarter, which they 
‘s oranted immediately, and we were made 
‘¢ prifoners by a French officer. Byrne was 
«© made prifoner by a black Commandant. 
«While we remained in Tippoo’s camp, 
“© we were very well ufed; but when we 
sf arrived at his father’s we had reafon to re- 
‘¢ pent the exchange, receiving only a mea- 
‘* fure of rice and one pice a day. We how- 
‘© ever continued with him five days, the 
** laft of which in the evening we were fent 
«© for by Hyder’s Dewan, who ordered Mr. 
«¢ Byrne only in irons, but both of us to be 
«* put in with a parcel of {mall boys, along 
‘© with whom we found Serjeant-major 
‘© Groves, of Colonel Braithwaite’s detach- 
‘* ment. Next morning, about two o'clock, 
‘we marched for Seringapatam. After 
‘¢ four or five day’s march we were overta- 
«¢ ken by Byrne, and Lieutenant Crewitzer 
‘* of the Cavalry, who, with a troop belong- 
‘ing to the grand guard near Arneé, were 
<* cut off, which is probably what has been 
‘* reprefented to you as a regiment of ca- 


F 3 ‘© valry, 
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+782. vag , there ‘havifié beeh'ho othet aclddent 


© of the ‘kind. "We were a gbod “déat fur- 
* ptifed -td “find that Byrne afd we were 
ee ‘bound for different places; But never 
ee ‘guefitd their hortid intentions with re- 
‘* gard to us, unitif our arrival at Serinpapa- 
tam, whieh, inftead of being put amongft 
‘* you, we were inarched with the hoys i in- 
“to a large fquare builditig, abéut 4 mile 
<< eaftward of the Fort, in the ‘new village 
“of Gunjam Pett, where we found nine 
‘* Europearis, and were rendered almoft 
** fpeechlefs when they told us, that they 
«© were all made Muffulmen againft their 
** inclinations, and that it was moft pro- 
« bable we fhould Yhare the fame fate: 
«¢ we now found ourfelves in a moft mifer- 
«‘ able fituation, as different parties, from 
** the guard that was Over us, Were coming 
‘© every hour of the day, fometinies making 
‘¢ great promifes if we would confent to be 
«* circumcifed ; and, at others, with drawn 
‘ fwords, chaubutks, ahd ropes teady to 
“tie ys; the batber in the rear reddy to 
“s thdvé ourheads. This methbdd'they con- 
tinued feven or eight days ;' but finding 

‘‘ both” 
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“both their threats and promifes equally 17¢2. 
‘< ineffectual, they took another method to 
«« make us confent, by feparating us, and 
ee allowing no one to fpeak tous. But 
«« finding that this method had as little ef- 
‘* fect-as the others, the Jemmidar took 
‘* ccmpaffion on us, and wrote to Hyder in 
‘¢ our behalf. During the time we waited 
‘for an anfwer, we imagined they had 
‘* dropt their infamous intentions, and daily 
‘* expected to be fent to you. This inter- 
‘© val of hope, however, proved to be but a 
‘¢ dream, which was effectually broken onthe 
‘“< oath of Auguft, by the appearance of ten 
‘Sor twelve ftout fellows, with chaubucks 
‘© in their hands, and as many caffres with 
‘* ropes to tie us with. They made no cere- 
‘‘mony, but feized, tied us, cut off our 
‘“* hair, and then walked away, like villains 
‘** that had been bred up to fuch butinefs, 
‘* and left us to lament our hard fate. 


** The fame villains again made their ap- ¢. 

‘* pearance, feized and tied us as before, 
“and ftood ayer us while they obliged us 
“< to eat a fort of ftuff called niajum, which 
Fr 4 « nearly 


pt. 


o- 
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1783. “ nearly divefted us of ovr Snfes, and, 


“in the fame evening, they accomplithed 
*‘ their vile defign. During the time we 
‘* were with them, we would take nothing 
** from them but rice, nor would we per- 
*¢ mit them to take off our irons, which 
“* they often offered to do, leaft they fhould 
‘* imagine that we were contented with our 
<* fituation. We receive a gold fanam a 
<* day, and are obliged to drill a number of 
‘* boys fent from the Carnatic to be circum- 
‘* cifed, and kept in thefe fquares. Thank 
*¢ God, what they know will never do the 
‘¢ Company any harm. 
Received the 18th 
Nov. 1782. ~ @ 
(Signed. ) 
““ JAMES SPEEDIMAN, 
‘“ RICHARD RUTLIDGE.” 


Received the following letter from Ser- 
jeant Dempfter : 


ae Gentlemen, 
‘* Your notes I received. Mefirs. Speedi- 


«man and Rutlidge have fo fully anfwer- 
ss ed 
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f¢ ed your feveral queftions, concerning the 1782. 


$¢ prefent war fubfifting between the Cum- 
«pany and Hyder, that any thing that I 
“¢ could add would be no'more than mere 
<* repetition. If don’tmiftake, however, they 
‘* have omitted to makemention ofanythin g 
‘s appertaining to a peace. Such a thing is 
‘© not talked of ; and from what I have col- 
*< lected from a ferjeant who arrived here 
‘¢ a few days ago, who has fhared the fate 
<< common to the reft of us hére, it feems, 
‘* that things don’t wear any tolerable com- 
«- plexion, all owing to the arrival of the 
«* French.” 


Received the following lift .of captives 
from the midfhipmen taken by Monfieur 
Suffrein, and given up to nen 
Cawn: 


«* Hannibal, of 50 guns, February 14, 
** 1782. Mefirs. Leiage, Aufuin, and Drake, 
“<« midfhipmen. 


“«‘The Chacer, of 18 guns, February 


** 14. Ng officer here. 
és The 


9° 
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“« The Rake. tranfport, June 6, off the 
« Cape, Mr. Wilkinfon, midthipman, . 


. The Refolution, June 9, Mr. Hidde- 
*¢ mati, Mafter’s mate. 


«© The Yarmouth and Fortitude, Com- 
¢¢ pany’s fhips, June 27. No officer. 


«¢ The number of men belonging to all 
** the fhips here are forty-four, and officers 
«* belonging to the King’s fervice, five.— 
«‘ In February, the French fleet came on 
** the coaft, confifting of twelve fail of the 
“‘jine; and the Englifh of nine. They 
«‘ had an action the 17th of February, 
¢* which lafted three hours and an half; and 
*‘on the rath of April, the Englifh, of 
** eleven fail, and the French of twelve, 
“* engaged near Trincomally for five hours 


‘¢ and a half; the French much damaged : 


** and, on the 28th of June, they engaged 
** off Cuddalore, with the fame fhips as be- 
** fore, for two hours: one French fixty- 
“* font ftruck, but fhe was covered by her 


‘ 65 own fhips; another fixty~fgur difmaited. 


‘¢ The 
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"The Bngtith Have'drove the Frerich off £82, 
«< thé coats ‘> - 


© On the goth of June the French fent 
«¢ all the prifoners afhure at Cuddalore, and 
‘< delivered them into the hands of Hyder, 
«sand marched ‘us into Chillumbrum.— 
«The rath of Auguft they marched us to 
** Bangalore; on the 2oth of October they 
‘¢ picked out all the youngeft of the men 
‘© and officers, and marched us to Seringa~ 
‘* patam ; and, on the 7th of November, 
** they fhaved our heads, and on the roth 
«< they made us Muffulmen. Since we have 
«¢ been here they have given us fome dun- 
‘* geree, or coarfe cloth, and mats to fleep 
** on, 


‘< The 7th of November the Myar came 

‘© to us juft before they fhaved our. heads, 
“<< and told us that we were never to be re- 
** leafed, but to be kept here, and to be as 
‘< the Nabob’s fons, which makes us very 
‘© unhappy, thinking we fhall never fee our 
*¢ native country any more; but when you 
** are exchanged, we hope that you will 
6 make 
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3782. * make our'café known to our fellow-fyb- 


Nov.1. 


«* jects. ‘We are all exceedingly forry to 
“hear of Colonel Baillie’s death. Mr. 
‘* Auftin would be glad to hear from you, 
«* if it is agreeable. We have here amongft 
“¢ the fufferers, 


Mefirs. LEsaceE, 
WILKINSON, 
AUSTIN, , Midfhipmen, 
DRAKE, 
HEIDEMAN, 


Lieutenant Mafley and Doétor White's 
irons taken off, on account of ficknefs. 


Account of a treaty of peace being on 
foot in the Carnatic, but an account of the 
arrival of fome French troops, with the 
King of France’s picture (for Hyder), it was 
broken off. 


Received the following journal from Ser- 
jeant Dempfter, which had been fent to 
bim from fome of the unfortunate Euro- 
peans, dated March 14, 1782. 


« Affembled 
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ts Affembled at Seringapatam, under the 7732, 


<‘ command of Buffadar Cawn, Jemmidar, 
«* who received the chaylacks (Carnatic boys 
<* circumcifed and made flaves) from Seati- 
<* bie Jemmidar,befide the chaylack battalion, 
‘¢ twelve hundred horfe, three battalions of 
‘<< Sepoys, with firelocks, of about five hun- 
‘© dred men, eight gunners, twelve Lafcars, 
«* four rocket-boys, one man with a bow 
‘¢ and arrows, three thoufand feven hundred 
‘“‘and feventy-five Polygars with pikes, 
«© match-locks, &c.: total, five thoufand, 
‘‘and our artillery park, of four three 
“© pounders, iron. When ourcamp is pitch- 
“ed, ‘tis all of a clufter, about twenty 
‘* tents, an old marqui, and one thoufand 
<< huts, 


«* Asreeably to Seatibie’s orders, our vic- 

‘* tuals was cookéd with the Commandant’s 
** and Subadar’s. However, they foon fhook 
“‘ off that incumbrance, and put us on 
“‘ the footing of the flave boys. This even- 
«ing they had taken the currey pot away, 
‘* and we had been waiting for it a confider- 
“‘ able time: but they not ferving them- 
** felves, 


94 
ryt, 


MEMOIRS OF THE 


« felves, Green and Woodley feized it; and 
‘¢ ran off with.it,,and we fervest ourfelves, to 
‘‘ the great mortification of the Comman- 
‘‘ dant, Subadars, and Myars, who {wore 
‘* they would be-revenged on’ all. the ferins 
“4 gees next day. 


SEG: Matched to Myfore; the old Com- 
‘¢ mandané, agreeably to his vow of revenge 
‘* of yefterday,’ orders the flave-boys rice to 
©‘ bg cooked for us: but we all refufed it, 
“© Higgins excepted. The Commandant 
“¢ went tothe Jemmidar and informed him that 
“* we had been drinking arrack: whereupon 
‘* we were made prifoners, two and two, 
“‘ and put under centinels of an out batta- 
“‘ lion, our {words being taken from us.— 
«* About midnight they fent us fome_good 
“rice. The next day they releafed us, and 

gave us back our {wonds. An order iffued 
““to deter us from buying arrack and 
C6 toddy. 


“«¢ 17. Arrived at a fort where we seoeiv~ 
‘‘ eda reinforcement of one thoufand Poly- 
é¢ gars 
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oars from Shifttle-Droog: halted three 1732. 
“* days sad - 7eWo pa behind us. 


“6 22, aka into very thick wavds.— 
<< After marching eight miles within the 
<< woods, the Polygars in front were furpri- 
<¢ fed by about eighty of the enemy, the 
‘© Niars, by the Moors called Nimars, a fet 
“‘of people formerly fubdued by Hyder, 
«* but now in a ftate of rebellion: of this 
‘* caft is our Commandant and two of our 
«¢ Subadars. They difcharged a few match- 
“locks and arrows at the Polygars, who 
‘*€ came running back with their ufual bra- 
“< very. However, they were beat back 
‘© again to the attack with large bamboos 
«* and clubs, by the Verduvalla belonging to 
“the chaylacks. On this a {mall fkirmifh 
‘© enfued; and as the chaylacks advanced, 
** the Englifh drum beat, which caufed the 
“© enemy to retreat to the woods. Seven of 
“« the enemy were taken, one of whom was 

hanged on a tree, and ten killed. Halt- 

ed at this place two days. 


2% 


96 . 
0782. 


MEMOIRS of THE 


“ace, Marched near twelve miles, and 
«came upon. about three hundred of the 
“enemy; a fkirmifh of about a quarter of 
«an hour happened, in which five of them 
‘© were killed and four taken. We had three 
‘¢ killed and wounded. ‘The enemy fet off 
«* to the woods. 


«© 26. In our march took three Niuars, 
** who gave information of the enemy being 

pofted in a large village to the nght.— 
<< Upon our arrival there, we found that the 
“‘enemy had fled. An alarm happened 
«* here about midnight : it was a falfe one: 
‘* however, our troops were very much 


‘* frightened. 


‘© a7. The Niars taken yefterday were 
‘* hanged. 


“< The Europeans were put under centinels 
‘* to their companies, on which account we 
‘* refufed doing duty, and gave up our 
‘“‘ fwords; for which Higgins was bound 
‘‘with his hands behind him all day.— 
«s Smith, Innwood, and Clements, beat with 

** rattansy 
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2 
tt rattans, and in the evening after we en- 1782, 


«t camped, we were all tied in one rope, and 
«® ordered to be beat: however, we received 
‘t our {words and were releafed. 


«© 28. Arrived at a fmall mud fort in 
*® which were three hundred of the enemy. 
‘¢ They fired a few ginjauls, a long kind of 
“¢ guns made of bar iron bound by hoops, 
‘¢ of which they had twenty, at our mob : 
“and early in the morning they quitted the 
<* fort and efcaped. At di light our peo- 
‘* ple entered it: halted here twenty days: 
‘t parties fent out daily, and brought in 
‘* prifoners, fome of whom were hanged, 
‘‘ others difcharged after paying a fine of 
*¢ their nofes, ears, or left hands. 


‘© April 4: About five hundred of the 
‘«‘ enemy in fight. The troops being formed 
‘¢ for battle, and the enemy amongft the 
<¢ bufhes in front, they fired at them from 
‘¢ the three-pounders, and afterwards advan- 
‘t ced, and platooned with fall arms. The 
‘¢ enemy fired pretty warmly feveral times, 
‘© but being clofe purfued by our mob, they 

Voi. II. G ‘“« made 
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1732. ,“* made off.to the woods; how many were. 


‘« killed of them is unknown,, Nine jheads: 
“brought in to the Jemmidars. Thus 
‘‘ ended the affair with the Niars far, this 
<* time. 


«* April 18. We marched out of this 
<« woody country, and, on the twenty-firtft, 
‘* arrived at a fort called Goondull. 
«s N. B. Greens, an old Subadar, wasconvict- 
<* ed before the Jemmidar of endeavouring to 
‘* perfuade the chaylacks to leave the guns, 
‘‘and go to the Niars, being one himfelf ; 
‘“‘ he was tied to a poft, and reduced to a 
“< private Sepoy, but 1s excufed all duty 
‘‘ by his brother Niar the old Comman- 


“< dant.— 





‘423. Arrived at the fort we had left on 
‘the twenty-third of March. The Jem- 
‘‘ midar ordered a Sepoy to be beat in a 
‘* barbarous manner by four men with large 
‘“‘ hamboos, and then ta be dragged round 
<< the camp, on his belly, by.fix men, for 
‘< cutting his wife with his fwerd in two or 
“{ three. places. tae: 


a * e a4. 
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‘t 24, Arrived ata fort called Perripatam, 1782, 


‘¢ and halted five days. 


«: May 1. Marched to a village called 
«¢ Citty Pore, near which was the rums of 
‘<¢ a fmall fort, which had been poffeffed by 
‘‘ the Corakees, a fet of people formerly 
“¢ fubdued, but who had afterwards rebelled, 
‘* deftroyed the fort and fled. The country 
‘* here is woody, and the Niar country dif- 
‘¢ tant from Perripatam twenty miles. 


‘¢ 2. Arrived on a plain, where a Cora« 

‘¢ kee Rajah joined our mob, with three 
‘¢ hundred of his men, armed with match- 
<* locks and broad knives: proceeded on till 
‘¢ we came toa {mall fort built with large 
“© timber, in which were two hundred and 
‘* fifty Corakees : fome of our troops were 
‘* detached with three companies of chay- 
‘¢ Jacks to fire mufquetry atit under cover of 
*¢ a high bank, which was not of the leaft 
“¢ fervice; the other chaylack company ftaid 
‘¢ in the rear for a body guard to the Com- 
‘* mandein chief. The enemy behaved ob- 
** {tinatelyandrefolutely. Although they had 
G 2 “‘ nO 
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‘“¢ no guns, they fired very hot ‘from their 
‘* ginjauls and match-locks, of which our 
‘* three-pound balls {carcely pierced the tim- 
‘“‘ ber. At night we drewoff to encamp, after 
‘* fring about eight thoufand mufquet balls. 
‘«* During the night theenemy left the fort, 
‘© and did not lofe a man in their retreat, 
‘* and at ten o’clock in the morning, the 
‘© place was entered by the four companies 
‘* of Sepoys. Thus ended the Corakee affair 
at prefent. Within fixteen miles of this 
‘< fort, are near twenty Corakees hanging 
‘* on trees for their late infurrection. The 
‘«< Carokee Rajah and his men fent to Citty 
*‘ Pore to fettle there, for their loyalty.— 
‘© This is the moft cowardly mob that was 
‘¢ever known, fiom the Commander in 
« chief tothe wild Polygars: on the line of 
‘© march we were like a flock of fheep. 


‘‘ 6. Arrived at a ftone fort called Mar- 

“<< carry, where feveral Bramins had been de- 
‘¢ frauding the troops, who made their com- 
«* paint to the Jemmidar, who ordered a cock 
“< of a firelock to be fixed upon their ears, 
« and made them ftand upon one foot, till 
73 they 
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<¢ they agreed to make good the damage fuf- ,7g2. 
‘6 tained by the troops of the town, through 
‘“‘ their villainy. At this place, are feven 
‘‘ companies of Sepoys with mufquets, 
‘< lately came from Nagram, anda Portu- 
‘‘ sueze captain who commands thirty 
<‘ mufteer artillery men. Hiaited here eight 
‘© days. The monfoons and rainy feafon 
‘¢ fetting in. The mob ordered to canton 
‘* at Perripatam till orders from the Nabob, 
‘‘ where a ftabula was to be built for the 
‘* chaylack battalion; what will be the 
‘‘ next exploit God knows, but neither 
<¢ Niars nor Corakees are fettled yet. After 
** fteering all points of the compafs, we are’ 
‘‘ about forty miles from you: this is a 
“* moft plentiful country. 


‘© Auguft 21. Intelligence came to the 
‘© Jemmidar that a large body of the Co- 
‘‘ rakees were affembling near Marcarry : 
‘* three thoufand Polygars were detached 
‘«* from Perripatam cantonement, and three 
‘‘hundred Sepoys from Marcarry; they 
“came up with the enemy near a large 
‘river; they fkirmifhed for above three 

G 3 ** quarters 
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‘y782, ‘* quarters of an hour, when the Corakees 
«« charged the Polygars. The whole of our 
** party were defeated: only fifty Sepoys ef- 


“6 caped, 


«© Sept. 23. A harcarrah came with in- 
* telligence, that the Corakees had made an 
‘¢ attempt upon Citty Pore, with an inten- 
‘* tion of putting to death the Rajah and 
** his men, The Jemmidar marched with 
‘«“his mob of about four thoufand cow- 
*¢ ards, to Sickle Boor, fix miles, and en- 
** camped. 


“¢ 27 and 28. Continually fkirmifhed 
** by the enemy, who often furprized our 
“‘ mob by {fpringing out of the jungle or 
‘‘ wood. In the evening of the twenty- 
*‘ eight arrived at Citty Pore ; relieved the 
*¢ fort by leaving two hundred and fifty Se- 
‘< poys in the room of the Rajah and his 
** men received in camp; our lofs before we 
** arrived here thirty men, 


‘* 29. Marched from hence;'on our way 
back fkirmithed; loft fourteeri men and 
** encamped 
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“ encamped at Sickle Boor that evening: 1782. 
“all but fifty of the men belonging to the 
‘¢ Corakce Rajah deferted us. 


«© 20. In the evening, the enemy very 
‘¢ near ourcamp. The Jemmidar ordered the 
‘¢ mufic belonging to the match-locks, the 
‘‘ infantry drums, and cavalry trumpets, to 
‘* be beat and founded all round the camp 
““ every gurry .(twenty-three minutes) cu- 
‘“< ring the night, in order to frighten away 
‘© the enemy. 


«© OG. 2. Marched about ten miles, and 
‘found the roads ftopped with large trees 
‘* laid acrofs; during the time the labourers 
“were clearing them away, the enemy 
*€ fired very hot, both fides of the road, and 
‘< put our negroes to the rout, and took all 
‘“‘our buzar and baggage. Several fkir- 
‘‘ mifhes happened on our way to Citty 
«Pore, in which we had one European, 
‘“ upwards of one hundred blacks, killed ; 
‘* and three Europeans fixty blacks wound- 
*‘ed. In great confufion we arrived at 
“ Citty Pore that evening, where we re- 

G 4 “© mained 
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¢ mained fiye days; during which. fime 
“a treaty of peace was concluded be- 
“tween the Jemmidar and the Corakee 
«* prince. 


§¢ Sept. 8, Our mob was efcorted by three 
*¢ thoufand fix hundred Corakees on each 
‘¢ flank within five miles of Perripatam : it 
‘‘ was unadoubtedly great folly of the 
“ Corakee Prince to let us come off fo 
‘* eafily, as they muft have cut us off en- 
“ tirely. 


‘© The fort of Citty Pore was given over 
“* to them, as well as all other pretentions 
‘* to their country. 


“¢ On the eighteenth of October two 


‘* thoufand men joined us from Seringapa~ 
“tam.” 


Here ends the Journal tranfmitted to us 
by Serjeant Dempiter. 


‘The 
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" The following was fent Yrom Bentall +732. 
Woodley to Serjeant Dempfter. 


** Dear D. 
‘© I affure you our fituation is very bad, 
«© much worfe than yours. The old Com- 
<‘ mandant draws five pagodas per month; 
‘* but qur pay and the Subadar’s is only one 
“‘fanam a day, which changes only for 
‘‘ eight pice and three cafh. The Verdu- 
“* valla ferjeant draws three-fourths of a fa- 
*« nam a-day, the Verduvalla corporal one 
“* pice, one cath, the Havaldar halfa fanam,a 
“© Sepoy one fourth of a fanam per day, and 
“¢ the provifions that are cooked for the Eu- 
‘* ropeans and boys are all on an equality. 
«© The Commandant and Subadars eat (like 
‘<< gentlemen) by themfelves; but we like 
“< flaves, have rice, boiled twice a-day in a 
‘¢ dirty poifonous manner, with a little cur- 
‘© ry made with doll only. Five fear of 
«© ghee per day for five hundred men. We 
‘* have not had any meat but twice thefe 
‘© two months paft, on which account it 
‘< cofts us all our eight dubs and thiee cafh 
“© per day for victuals. We are treated ill 
‘«* by the old Commandant, who has full 
** com- 
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"a~82. " commahd of the battalion; for we have 
“* ne command, only at exerciie. The Jem- 
«* midar, commander in chief, who hates al} 
“‘ Europeans, anfwers all our comphints 
' “8 with jow, jow! (go, go!) 


¢¢ Mackinnon, being wounded at the Co- 

*¢ rakee fort through the arm with a mufket 
** ball by one of our own mob, the Jemmi- 
¢¢ dar made him a prefent of a red turban 
** and a fet of gold beads, value ten pago- 
«© das: all the boys that were wounded re- 
** ceived a prefent of filver bangles to wear 
‘© on their wrifts, value twenty-fix rupees. 
“* On the 25th of June, Smithey, Green, 
«* Clements, Anderfon, Wyllies, Mackenzie, 
¢¢ and your humble fervant, endeavoured to 
«* venture towards Calicut, with a determi- 
“*€ nation to extricate ourfelves out of Hy- 
‘* der’s fervice, After walking by the light 
‘¢ of the moon near fix cofs, through the 
*¢ thickeft woods, we were furprized by wild 
‘* elephants and tygers, and by accident loft 
‘‘our bread, which determined us to 
** turn back again, which we accordingly 
*‘ did; and it feems Higgins, being afraid 
‘¢ he 
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“*he fhould be brought into trowble, re- 1782. 
<* ported us gone to Seringapatam, to com- 
‘plain of the Jemmidar's ufage. The 
<¢ horfe being fent out after us, met us about 
<< five miles from the cantonement, and 
‘¢ brought us to the Jemmidar. We faid, 
‘* by way of excufe, that we had been out 
<* a-fhooting, having a carabine and two 
‘¢ piftols with us : we were {tripped and all 
‘* tied in one rope: an hundred of the ftout- 
<* eft of our own battalion received each a 
‘* twig of a tamarind tree and ferved us out 
‘<a lath each: we had no centinels over us 
‘‘ before we began this adventure, but now 
*< we are Clofely guarded. 


(Signed) 
‘« BENTALL WOODLEY.” 


Tippoo Saib and Lally on their march to y,,... 
the Malabar coaft. 


Arrived prifoners, two Europeans with 
fifty Carnatic boys. 


Recived 
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Received a letter from the foldiers, and 
gave the Sepoy who brought, it five fa- 
nams, 


Forty-feven feamen, who were given 
up to Hyder by Suffrein, appeared this 
morning on the parade oppofite to our 
prifon, and have been circumcifed fince 
their arrival here: they were in the Ma- 
homedan drefs, white turbans, white li- 
nen jackets and long drawers; fixteen of 
thefe unfortunate victims could not be 
above twelve or thirteen years of age. 


A European Muffulman in irons. 
Arrived prifoner, one European, 


The European Muffulman who was put 
in irons yefterday, is this evening aftend- 
ing the drill in irons, 

| Received accounts of Hyder’s death, and 
that. his corpfe was carried to Collard.— 
He 
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He died of an ulcer in his back, ‘which 1783. 


had afflided him for feven years. 


Copy of a letter fent to Serjeant Demp- 
fter. 
st The gentlemen confined in this prifon, 
“return you their fincere thanks for your 
‘* attention to their laft requeft, and affure 
<* you, that fhould it ever hereafter be in their 
<* power to be of fervice to you, they thalt 
¢* not be unmindful of the favours they have 
‘* received from you in their prefent unfortu- 
“* nate fituation. Your readinefsto oblige us 
** inthe laftinftance, leads us to makeanother 
“* requeft to you of the moft ferious confe- 
“€ quence to us, and which we think can 
‘* be attended with no danger to you, or 
‘¢ detriment to the fervice you are unluckily 
‘* fall€n into. Itis to forward to fome Eng- 
“¢ lifth or neutral fettlement, on either coat, 
‘* a {mall letter which we fhall entruft to 
“* you open, and which will only contain a 
‘* ftate of the prifon and the names of thofe 
‘“at prefent living, with a requeft of tranf- 
mitting the fame to Madras. ‘To you, 
‘* who 
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«* who know the length of time we have 
“‘ been fhut up frem all communication 
‘< with our friends, we need not point out 
‘“the advantages we may derive, and the 
“* fatisfattion they muft feel, from receiving 
<¢ fome account of us; or, on the other 
«‘ hand, the many fatal events that may 
‘* take place from a fuppofition of our death. 
‘¢ Though an opportunity to comply ‘with 
‘* this propofal may not at prefent offer, yet 
*< you may keep the letter by you, and, 
‘* from the many detachments and efcorts 
‘* that leave this place, one muft occur in 
‘* courfe of time. 


«© We could therefore with (if you come 

“* into our plan) to fend you our letter by 
“the hand that conveys this. Whatever 
“* reward you may think neceflary, we will 
‘‘ engage to have paid at Madras, or other 
‘* of our forts, and think we can promife 
*§ the fame, fhould the letter be delivered at 
‘« a neutral fettlement; we requeft therefore 
*¢ that yotr will be fo kind as to detiver the” 
‘¢ accompanying letter to Mefirs. Speediman 
‘ 66 and 
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“* and Rutlidge, and.thank you for the per- 17$2. 


“< ufal of Woodley’s Journal. 


<< If you have any communication with 
<< Monf. Fortuno, the French furgeon, we 
‘* requeft that you will endeavour to fend as 
<¢ a few dozens of Tartar Emetic, and a lift. 
‘* of country medicines, to be purchafed in. 
“‘ the Buzar. When you wifh to anfwer 
‘ this, or at any other time to write to us, 
“‘ let the fignal be, the putting a handker- 
‘* chief over your turban, whilft at drill on 
‘< the parade. 


Tippoo and Lally on their return to 


the Carnatic, in confequenge of Hyder’s 
death. 


Arrived a new Keeladar (Nabbee Cawn) 21. 


with one battalion of Sepoys, muftered by 
the head Myar and an Arab. 


Muftered by a Circar Bramin, who took =7. 


_ our names, with corps, and rank of each. 


Received 
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Received the following letter from Cap= 
tain Rumley and Lieutenant Frazer. 


«Fhe poor Colonel (meaning Baillie) 
«* had been ill for fome months before he 
<* died, and I think would have recovered, 
“‘if he had had any affiftance, but the 
«“ cruel rafcals would not admit of Doctor 
“‘ White or the Frenchman coming near 
<< him, although they faw his fufferings were 
“© beyond deicription: we got a fort of coffin 
‘¢ made for him, and fome Sepoys, Peons, 
«¢ and a European attended his funeral. We 
“< are befet by eleven guards, ten golaks, one 
<< Commandant, Subadar, Myar, and Ver- 
‘* duvalla, and allowed a quarter of damna- 
“‘ ble goat, a meafure and half of rice, 2 
¢¢ Jittle milk, three loaves of bread each, 
‘* about the fize of a fix pound fhot, fome 
“* ghee, curry ftuff, wood, and fix cafh per 
“‘ day between us. They will not let us 
‘¢ have a knife to cut a bit of cloth, nor the 
“* fight of a book; fo you fee we are pret- 
‘* tily fituated.” 


Hyder’s 
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Hyder’s death made public at the Cut- 1782; 


cheree, anid the naggars (large drums beat 
every day at twelve in the great {quare) or- 
dered to difcontinue beating for ‘three days, 
on account of that event: 


Received the following letter from Ser- 
jeant Dempfter: a fubfcription of two dubs 
each, to requite the Sepoy who brought it. 


“¢ Gentlemen, 
“< Your note of the 15th December I 
‘“< received: the fhort but real picture of 
‘* your very unfortunate fituation has made 
‘“me melt into tears of fympathy, that 
‘‘our name and our country fhould thus 
‘‘be the {port of barbarians; and _ be- 
‘* lieve me, gentlemen, that there is no- 
‘* thing within the verge of my power 
‘‘ that could alleviate in the fmalleft de- 
‘« gree your prefent fufferings, in the great 
‘‘ anxiety you muft be in to hear fome 
‘* folacing account after fo long an interval 
‘* of fufpence and confinement, that would 
“© not moft readily be embraced.—I am ex- 
*< ceedingly forry that it is not at prefent in 
6¢ my 
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1782, “‘ my power to give you any full or fatis- 


‘* factory account. The grand news is as 
‘* follows: That on the 2gth of November 
«< denarted this life Hyder-Ally-Cawn; he 
‘* is fucceeded by his eldeft fon Tippoo Saib, 
*¢ who bears a very good character indeed ; 
“‘ he is now at the grand camp near Vel- 
«lore. In confequence of the above, about 
‘* fifteen days ago arrived here a new Keela- 
“‘ dar: he acts conjunctly with the old one, 
‘© as very a villain as exifts. 


’ “ T could gather no more from the fer- 
<¢ jeant, than that he was taken fome months 
‘‘ ago near Trincomally with two hundred 
<< Sepoys. No juncture of time fo barren 
‘* of news as the prefent, chiefly owing to 
<«« the death of Hyder: every one’s mouth 
‘‘ is full of it. You do mea great deal of 
‘* honour in confiding a truft in me to for- 
“‘ ward your letter to the Carnatic, and be 
‘* fully aflured that no means or onportunity 
“* (hall be omitted. I fincerely thank you 
“* for your favour, and promife of protection 
“< hereafter. I never intend to avail my(elf 
‘* of it, as the title of Deferter is almoft.in- 

“ fupportable 


LATE WAR IN ASIA, 


lig 


tt fupportable to any one tinGtured with the 1782. 


& (malleft atom of fpirit. From the moft 
*« robuft as well as healthy conftitution, I 
‘am totally changed into a habit that daily 
*¢ tells me my {tay fhall not be long. Then 
‘¢ be expeditious in fending your letter.— 
** This revolution offers a field for much 
© news. Tokensas ufual. Sorry I am that 
** T can’t add any thing elfe. This I have 
« writ only withthe light of the fire; other- 
‘¢ wife the feeing me oceupied with pen and 
«¢ ink would fubjec&t me to be examined.— 
‘¢ As this town is now full of {pies, poor Mr. 
‘¢ Clarke has been fent to camp about two 
«* months ago, to fill the place of a Corpo- 
‘< ral Anderfon of the 73d regiment killed, 


«¢ T moved the matter to Monf. Fortuno, 
‘¢ (French furgeon) concerning medicines, 
‘* but he can give you no affiftance at pre- 
“‘fent; he fays, when the hurry of this 
‘« crifis 1s over he will be affifting. I had 
“< by me a fmall atom of Tartar Emetic, 
‘«* which I fend per bearer. Give me leave 
“‘ once more, gentlemen, to make you a 


“* tender of my fervices, and to requeft that ~ 


H 2 © VOU 
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1783. “* you will confide in me as in one who feels 


*¢ fenfibly for your fufferings.” 


The following letter fent to Serjeant 
Dempfter, in order that he may forward it. 
(From the Englith officers confined in Se- 
ringapatam. ) 


*« To the Governor or Commanding Officer 
‘* of any Englith fettlement. 


“ SER, 


«* AFTER a tedious and melancholy fe- 
‘¢ clufion from our friends and the world, 
‘* we have at length a profpect of tranfmit- 
‘“< ting fome account of ourfelves to thofe 
‘‘ who muft but too fenfibly feel for our 
<‘ fituation, and be truly anxious for our 


«* lives and health. 


‘¢ We de not know at which of our fet- 
¢¢ tlements this letter will firft arrive, but 
‘* requeft that the fum of one hundred pa- 
“* godas be inftantly paid on our account to 
«¢ the perfon who {hall deliver it; and that 
‘¢ it be tranfmitted with all convenient {peed 

a¢ t@ 
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‘* to the Governor of Fort St. George and 1783. 


‘¢ the Commander in chief. We are all in 
‘* good health, and, confidering the nature 
‘¢ and length of our confinement, in tolera- 
‘< ble fpirits; a gold fanam per day is our 
<< fole allowance for fubfiftence and every 
“* neceffary of life. 


«« We imagine, from the humanity Tip- 
‘¢ poo Saib has generally fhewn to Euro- 
‘* peans, that if our confinement be likely 
‘* to continue much longer, an application 
<t to him for an increafe of allowance, and 
‘* ftriking off our irons, might not be with- 
“< out effect. We fhould with, at the fame 
“© time, to be allowed medicines, and the at- 
“© tendance of the French furgeon, both of 
‘«* which have been for many months denied 
‘us; to which and our clofe confinement 
‘© we muft chiefly attribute the death of 
‘* thofe we have already loft. 


“¢ Colonel Baillie died on the 13th No- 

«« vember laft. He, Captain Rumley, and 
¢¢ Lieutenant Frazer, were confined in a 
§* Choultry by themfelves, and were taken 
H 2 “© out 
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4783. ‘* out of irons in March laft; the two ht~ 
ter are well, but ftill kept feparate from 
“‘tts. Lieutenant Lind died hero the 14th 
¥¢ of April; Captain Lucas July sth; Mr. 
*© Hope, cadet, the 7th; and Lieutenant 
*¢ Maconichy the gth of the fame month. 


<¢ We earneftly requeft the Governor and 
«¢ Commander in chief to order copies of 
“¢ this letter to be fent to the feveral fubor- 
*¢ dinate fettlements and garrifons on the 
‘© Coromandel coaft, as alfo by the farft 
** fhips to Europe, with directions for its 
‘¢ being publifhed in the London News- 
‘* papers. We hope it is needlefs to enforce 
‘* this requeft, by pointing out the many 
«¢ domeftic anxieties that muft arife from 4 
‘* total ignorance of our fate, and the me- 
‘* Jancholy effect that may be prevented by 
‘* a knowledge of it. 


‘‘ We beg leave to mention Lieutenant 

*§ Gordon of Colonel Baillie’s detachment, 
‘and Mr. Brunton taken at Pondicherry, 
‘¢ who are confined with the foldiers by one 
‘* of the many unaccountable acts of this 
. “* govern- 
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*¢ sovernment, though ‘repeatedly affured of 1783. 


‘* their being officers. We have heard that 
** Mr. MséNeéale, mate. of a country thip, 
‘“’'and Mr. Wilfon, an officer cf the,Com- 
*¢ pany’s cruizer Yarmouth, are alfo con- 


** fined in the foldier’s prifon. 


‘¢ Sid Abram, commandant of the Tan- 
‘* jore cavalry, is confined with us, and well 
‘‘ merits the Honourable Company’s re- 
‘‘ membrance in the article for the return 
‘of prifoners. ‘There is alfo a fervant of 
€* one of the officers here, which makes the 
*‘ number of Europeans in this prifon a- 
‘“mount to thirty-eight. 


«* P, S. From the death of Hyder, and 

‘* the very different conduct of his fon to 
** fuch Europeans as have fallen into his 
‘¢ hands, we are induced to hope fomething 
‘“¢ might be effected for the relief of fuch 
“© officers and men as have been circumcifed 
‘* and forced into the fervice of Ilyder Ally, 
** though even a peace may be a more dif- 
‘ tant event than-his death gives us reafon 
** to hope. We therefore embrace this op- 
H 4 ‘* portunity 
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‘* portunity of informing the government of - 
** Fort St. George, that they who haye fuf- 
‘‘ fered that misfortune, at thrs place, are as 
“* follows: viz. Lieutenants Speediman and 
‘*Rutlidge; Enfign H. G. J. Jennings 
** Clarke; Meff. Lefage, .Auftin, Wilkin- 
** fon, Drake, and Heideman, midfhipmen 
‘* belonging to his Majefty’s navy; eleven 
‘* non-commifiioned and privates of the 73d 
‘© regiment ; forty-four feamen, King’s and 
‘¢ Company’s ; and about forty non-com- 
‘* miffioned and privates of the Company's 
‘* troops,” 


The Keeladar of Nagram, Jad Bhie, has 
revolted and gone over to General Ma- 


thews. 


Raifed by public fub{cription forty gold 
fanams, which we have fent to Captain 
Rumley and Lieutenant Frazer. 


Tippoo Saib was in the Calicut country 
at the time his father died, and immediately 
on his hearing the news, he ordered a new 


Keeladar here, with one battalionof Sepoys, 
and 
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and proceeded himfelf (with Lally) to take 
charge of the army in the Carnatic. It 
was twenty-~feven days from the time of his 
father’s death until the time he took charge 
of the army, and every thing went on ag 
{mooth as before. 


The whole of us turned out to fatisfy the 
curiofity of a vifitor; a black man of fome 
confequence. 


‘Fwo Europeans and five Subadars, who 
were taken in the Tanjore country, have 
been obliged to carry mud, in order to force 
them to take fervice. 


Arrived Colonel Braithwaite and Enfign 
Holmes, not in irons. Arrived at the fame 
time Captain Leech: he is confined ina dif- 
ferent prifon, with the daily allowance of fix 
cafh, and one fear of rice. 


Artived prifoners two hundred and fifty 
Carnatic childern. 


The 


424 


1783. 


¥22 


37 33, 
Feb. 5. 


MEMOIRS OF THE - 


‘The Verdavalla, at our requeft, waited on 
the Keeladar, to acquaint him that -we 
withed to fee him, or fome head perfon, in 
order to lay before him our miferable fitua- 

on, being in want of medicines and nearly 
two years in Irons, 


Vifited by the fecond Myar, who order- 
ed Lieutenant Sampfon’s irons to be taken 
off, on account of his indifpofition. 


Lieutenants Lindfey and Maffey put in 
yrons. 


Sid Abram (our black Commandant), 
by the defire of the whole, requefted of the 
Myar to deliver the following — to 
the Keeladar. 


rft. That we had been in heavy irons for 
near two years. 


2d. That we had no medicines, nor were 
even allowed to purchafe any for the relief 
of the fick. — 


3d. That 
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3d. That. we might be allowed one bottle 4783, 
of pia arrack for the ufe of the fick only, 
and to be kept always in charge of the 
centinel. 


4th. That our allowance of a fanam per 
day was too {mall. 


sth. That Mr. Skardon might be put 
on the fame allowance as the whole of us, 
he at prefent receiving only fix cafh, one 
fear of rice, half of doll, a little curry ftuff, 
and ghee per day. 


To this we received no anfwer. 


Muftered by the Myar, who particularly Feb. 


; : 1 
examined our irons. i 


Removed to Myfore, Captain Rumley, 
Lieutenants Frazer and Sampfon: poor 
Sampfon was exceedingly ill of an ague at 
the time he left us; we made up a {mall 
fum of forty gold fanams for him: ftrange 
are the conjectures concerning the fate of 
thefe three gentlemen, 


6. 


iY 


Four 
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*F our European Muffulmen detected, in 
attempting their efcape, 


Received a letter from Colonel Braith- 
waite: he and Enfign Holmes are allowed 
one fanam per day each. Colonel Braith- 
waite having reprefented to us their mifer- 
able fituation, we in confequence raifed 
by public fubfcription feventy gold fanams, 
and have defired the Colanel to convey, if 
poflible, part of the above fum to Captain 
Leech, who we underftand is ftarving on 
fix cath per day : this unfortunate man was 
taken at Puddelotah, thirty miles from 
Trichinopoly, and is now confined along 
with two ferjeants and three Subadars. 


A letter ferit to the circumcifed Euro- 
peans a few days ago, and received the fol- 
lowing an{wer. 


** Dear Gentlemen and Countrymen, 
‘* Your note we reccived, but forry we 
* are to tell you that little fatisfaction we 
“* can give you: no farther than ta acquaint 
‘* you that Nagram is ours. Captain Rumley 
‘* and 
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“* and two more officers were fent to Myfore. 178% 
‘¢ Gentlemen, we are fore oppreft againit 

“© our will to do as we do. You mention in 

«* your note about letters to the Carnatic, 

¢«¢ which we do not underftand. Our army is 

‘<< about nine days march from this. Mefirs. 

<* Speediman, Rutlidge, a ferjeant major, 

<< and another ferjeant, are all in irons at 

‘* Gunjum Pett for attempting to make 

«« their efcape.”’ 


Mahomed Ally, a General in Tippoo’s Ma. 
fervice, encamped fix miles to the north- 
ward of this, on his way to Nagram. His 
party confifts of five hundred French, two 
battalions of topaffes, five battalions Sepoys, 
three thoufand horfe, with feveral puns. 


Received a letter from Colonel Braith- j¢ 
waite requefting more fanams. 


Two o'clock A. M. a total eclipfe of the ip. 
moon. 


Sent 
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Sent Colonel Braithwaite thirty-four fa« 
nams, which we raifed with the utmoft dif- 
ficulty. 


1 Arrived the reliques of the late Hyder- 
Ally-Cawn, and interred in the Loll Bang 
garden, one mile eaft of the fort. 


Received a letter from Colonel Braith- 
waite, wherein he informs us that he has 
only received fixty fanams. A Verduvalla 
who was over the Colonel at this tinte, at- 
tended our prifon on account of his indifpo- 
fition ; confequently we thought this a fa- 
vourable opportunity to remit the money, 
and accordingly entrufted him ; but found, 
to our forrow, that he kept up forty fanams 


and two letters. 


Colonel Braithwaite having pointed out 2 
channel of correfponding with Tanjore, and 
withing to have fifty fanams tran{mitted to 
him for that purpofe, we have taifed that 
fym by fub{cription, and fent it him, together 
with a lift of our names, in order that they 
fnay be forwarded to our friends. 

“, Received 
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Received the following letter fom fome 4735 
of the European Muflulmen, 


‘¢ Dear Gentlemen, 

« WE intend to avail ourfelves of the firft 
“ opportunity to efcape, as we would foener 
“‘ die than remain im this rafcal’s fervice. 
*< If you fhould be releafed before we put 
‘* this {cheme in execution, pray be fo good 
“< as confider our miferable fituation.” 


Tippoo Sajb pafied this place for Nagram Ail 
with a great part of his army. , 


The battalion of Carnatic flaves, who 21- 
were drilled here by the European Muflul- 
men, have joined the army at Nagram. 


A falute fired for fome favourable news 
received from Nagram. 


Salutes fired, and fugar given to the in- aps 
habitants (guards go about with batkets full ” 
of fugar diftributing ig, lake Roman dolls, 
among the people) and drums beating, im 
confequence of our having loft Nagram. 
The 
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The perfon who engaged with Colonel 
Braithwaite to tranfaét the correfpondenct 
with Tanjore, has declined to execute it. 


The whole of us have fubfcribed half a 
fanain each per month to Captain Leech, 
which puts him on a level with us, as we 
underftand he is in a moft wretched fitua- 
tion. 


Sent by the wafherwoman to Captain 
Leech thirty-three gold fanams. Two 
months fubfcription. 


A letter from Captain Leech acknow- 
ledging the receipt of thirty-two fanams. 


Received the following letter from Bri- 
gadier-General Matthews, who arrived pri- 
foner here the 27th of May, 1783. 


«IT am forry forthe misfortune of my 
‘« friends. Rumley is dead. Fetherftone 
‘* was killed. JI was a Brigadier-General, 
*¢ and Commander in chief on the Malabar 
** coaft. Mangalore has a very good garri« 

‘¢ fon, 
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& (on, and I thirik will hold out till relieved 1783. 
‘t from Madras. Our fleet is fuperior tu 
‘© the French in India. Our army victo- 
«rious in the Carnatic; likewife in the 
¢< Cuddapa country. Lang, a Brigadier- 
«© General, has taken Corrore, and has ten 
*« thoufand good men under him. Our af- 
<¢ fairs wear a tolerable afpectt. ‘The Mar- 
‘‘ rattas have made a peace and alliance 
‘¢ with us. I had three hundred Euro- 
*¢ neans and eight hundred Sepoys, effec- 
‘¢ tive, at Nagram, called alfo Bedanore, 
‘© and made a treaty with Tippoo, which 
«‘ he broke, plundered us, and made us 
“© clofe prifoners. I think that Tippoo 
‘* wifhes for peace with us, and that fome- 
‘¢ thing towards it may take place in No- 
‘¢ vember. Iam ufed ill, but not in irons. 
‘«¢ T have neither pen, ink, nor paper, and 
‘it 1s dangerous to correfpond. All the 
‘* ftrong forts are in our pofleffion. I took 
‘the whole Malabar coaft. I brought 
‘from Bombay four hundred Europeans 
‘« and one thoufand Sepoys, and was after- 
‘«¢ wards joined by the Calicutarmy. The 
‘¢ number of places taken by me required 


I << all 
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5783 ‘f all say treqps; to garrifen, and I had not. 


“< ang fupport froga any place, .We knew 


’ not of your fiquation: if I had.known it, 


‘* I fhould not have been a prifoner. Ge~ 
“< neral Stewart commands at Madras,— 
‘“< The troops that the Freach landed have 
** been defeated. For myfelf and two Eu- 
‘* ropean fervants, and one black, | am al- 
“* lowed one fanam and a half per day, with 
‘© one fear of meat, three of bad rice, and 
‘© one of ghee. JI am compelled ro receive 
‘¢ what they give, and not allowed to buy 
‘¢.any other from the Buzar. I cannot pro- 
** cure any thing but through the Hircar- 
‘‘ rah. Should any thing happen to my 
‘* life, I with you to remember, that the 
““ Company owe me, for money advanced 
‘© by me during my command, thirty-three 
“« thoufand rupees, befides all my pay, and 
‘* allowance due from the time of my arri- 
“< val in India. The troops that were with 
<¢ me are fome in the Nabob’s fervice; the 
“< reft fent in irons to different parts of the 
** country. 

“ RICHARD MATHEWS.” 


Saw 
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Saw the Earapeszn Muffulmen at drill 78 4 
this morning, on the parade; they gave us | .°7 
the compliment of the falam. 

In honour of his Majetty’s birth-day, wé june4. 
had for dinner two quarters of ftewed mut- 
ton, with a bread pudding; and drank his 
health in pure water. 


Repeated applications to the Keeladar, in July 1: 
order to have feveral getitlemen’s irons taken 
off, on account of their legs being fwelled, 
and otherways indifpofed, but without fuc- 
cefs. 


Raifed by fubfcription twenty fanams, 
which we have given to the wafherman, for 
bringing General Mathews’s letter, 8¢c. 


The whole of us have fubfcribed one dub ,,, 
each for the Doétor’s medicine box. This 
we do occafionally. 


Received a letter from Colonel Braith- 
waite, of which what follows is an extract. 


Cad 


I2 “ Yefterday 
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“As we burn all yonr letters, we 
“could be glad you would fend us the 
“‘ names of thofe herbs good for fore legs. 
“‘ Captain Leech’s are fwelled, and very 
‘* fore: he has no covering for them but old 
“* rags, from whence I conjeCture that his 
“ow will let no cloth be bought for 
«< him ;. therefore it would be an a& of cha- 
“* rity, if, amongft you, you would make up 
«* for him four fuits of fhirts and drawers, 
“‘ and deduct the money out of his next 
‘<« month’s fupply: you can fend them from 
‘‘ time to time by the waiftcoat wafher- 
«¢ man.” 





Our fervants, in going for water this even- 
ing, accofted a Subadar for news. This 
man was formerly in our fervice. He defir- 
ed the fervants to give his particular falam 
to us, and tell us to keep up our {pirits, 
for that we would very foon be releafed. 


"Sid Gofforr, who was 2 Commandant of 
a battalion of Zebundy Sepoys, and taken 
prifoner in the Tanjore country, is appoint 

ed 
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ed Commandant to a regiment of cavalry, 1783- 


and allowed a palanquin. This is a parti- 
cular mark of Tippoo’s favour, as no one is 
permitted to make ufe of a palanquin, un- 
lefs by exprefs orders from the Nabob.— 
Sid Gofforr, previoufly to his appointment, 
fent for his wife and paneer as "ia of 
his fidelity. 


This is a piece of policy very common 
among all the princes of India. If any per- 
fon is diftinguifhed by fortune, by connec- 
tions, or by any truit under government, 
care is taken that his family, or thofe who 
are moft dear to him, fhall be placed under 
the immediate obfervation of the prince, or 
the minifter in whom he confides, The head 
men, as they are called, of different villages, 
quarters of towns, &c. keeps regifters of all 
families of any note within their diftricts. 


At five o’clock, P. M. receive intelli- 
gence of a project contrived in order to re- 
inftate the King of Myfore. How dan- 
Berous foever this confpiracy might appear 

I 3 to 
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1783, to be, yet every member at firft appeared 
fteady and undaunted. The parties who 
entered into this plot, were the Inchival- 
la, head poft-mafter to Tippoo Saib, and 
keeper of the privy feals; the Prime Mini- 
fter of the old King of Myfore; twe Suba- 
dars; and nine other head-men. One of 
the Subadars had the command of one 
hundred men: the other had been a Suba- 
dar in Captain Keating’s battalion, and ta- 
ken prifoner on the fall of Amboor, a garrifon 
in the Carnatic. The whole of the confpi- 
rators aflembled feveral times, and after mat- 
ters were arranged, they each {wore {o- . 
lemnly to-.obferve fecrecy. Letters were 
then difpatched to our army at that time in 
the Combitore country, the Marrattas, and 
Corakees, requiring their affiftance. Every 
thing promifed fuccefs. They then agreed tq 
difperfe for the prefent, and to meet at the 
general rendezvouz about feven the fame 
evening: but unfortunately for them, and 
likewife all the prifoners, the Subadar who 
had command of the hundred men inftantly 
went to the Keeladar and informed ~~ 

C 
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the whole plot. Guards were ordered, and 
the whole party fecured and thrown into 
dungeons. 


The firft object of the confpirators was, 
to have made fure of the Keeladar, the 
head Myar, and Afoff-Cawn; thefe three 
were to have been inftantly put to death: 
their next, to have releafed all the European 
and other prifoners, and then to have mur- 
dered the whole of Afoff-Cawn’s battalion, 
the Sepoys of that corps having charge of 
all the prifoners, magazines, gates, &c. 


A current report that we are all to be 
burned, as a retaliation for the lofs Tippoo 
has fuftained on the Malabar coatt. 


Tippoo’s fon, a lad about eight years of 
age, frequently takes an airing on horfe- 
back in a ftreet adjoining to our prifon : 
which ftreet, fince the plot has been difco- 
vered, is lined with centinels, and no one is 


allowed to pafs or repafs, 


14 On 
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1783. _ On this occafion we perped eagerly 
through fome {mall apertures we had found 
means to make, or to improve a little, in 
the walls of our prifon. The young Sultan 
was mounted on a beautiful managed Ara- 
bian horfe, finely caparifoned. He was at- 
tended and preceded by a number of people, 
fome of whom bore up his umbrella, others 
fanned his face, others proclaimed his rank 
and high defcent. At one particular place 
by which he paffed and repaffed, two ele- 
phants were ftationed to pay their compli- 
ments to the young prince among the reft 
of his adorers. ‘The creatures were not 
only taught to kneel at his approach, and 
fhew other marks of obedience, but to fan 
his face as he went along, with fans which 
they grafped and wielded with their trunk 
or probofcis. 


ri An addition to our guard of two troop- 
ers, and the Myar has vifited our prifon 
three times this morning, with orders to the 


guards to be particularly vigilant, 
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A moft melancholy fight this morning: 1783. 
one of the confpirators ftripped naked, and ia 
dragged to death at an elephant’s foot. In 
the afternoon two more of them, with their 
nofes and ears cut off, riding on jack-affes, 
were hanged at the north gate of the fort. 


The wafherman acquaint us that Genes 17. 
ral Mathews is put in irons. 


Our Havaldar fays peace is making. 19. 
Received the following from Colonel 23. 
Braithwaite. 


<¢ Juft as I had fent my difpatch to Ge- 

«© neral Mathews, his fervants were brought 
** to Leech’s guard, where they now are, 
‘© confined with him and the ferjeant. They 
‘* have half a fanam a-day between them, 
«« and the General, I fupp@fe, is reduced to 
‘‘ one: they were ftri@ly examined by the 
‘* Keeladar as to what the General’s con- 
‘* verfation turned upon ; particularly if the 
<‘ Englifh did not want to make peace.— 
¢* The wafherman has informed me, that 
6¢ my 
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«¢ my letters were fafely delivered to the 
*¢ Genera]. ‘Fhe General is put in irons.” 


We hear that eleven thoufand horfe have 


. died in Tippoo’s camp fince his arrival on 


the Malabar coaft, many elephants and ca~- 
mels, and a vaft number of bullocks; and 
that his army in general is very fickly, 


This day a lift was made out of the 


. following articles, fabricated by the Eng- 


lifh officers, prifoners with Hyder-Ally- 
Cawn, and Tippoo Sultan Bahadar, in Se» 
ringapatam. 


Hats of leather. 

Caps, of coarfe duageree, 
Stocks of ditto. 
Neckcloths of ditto. 
Banyan thyts, ditto, 
Jackets, ditto. 
Waiftcoats, ditto, 
Trowfers, ditto, 

Socks, ditto. 

Buttons of thread. 


Tables 
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Tables of Bamboo, and covered with a 
mat. 

Stools of ditto. 

Cots of Bamboo, by the means of an 
old knife, converted into a faw; the 
cot lafhed with coir rope, made from 
the cocoa nut. 

Bird cages of Bamboo. 

Trunks of ditto, 1100 pieces in one 
trunk. 

Rat traps of ditto. 

Squirrel traps of ditto. 

Forks of ditto. 

Back-gammon tables of ditto, 

Dice, fawn with an old knife; the ivory 
acquired by ftealth in the Buzar. 

Chefs-boards, of paper and cloth. 

Cards, two folds of paper, one of cloth, 
pafted together with thick conjee, and 
polifhed with the jaw-bone of a fheep. 

Ink, of lamp-black, with a little gum- 
water. One chatty was placed over 
head of another, to collect the fmoke 
of the taper or wick of a lamp, which 
was {wept off every day. 

Pens of fowl quills. 

Paints, 
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Paints, brought in by ftealth,—indigo, 
red wool, and turmerick. 


Sent Captain Leech a fupply of thirty- 
four fanams per the wafherman. 


Troops and guns arrived from Tippoo’s 
camp, all corroborating the accounts of 


peace. 


Our paymatter fays, that thirty heavy guns 
are arrived here, in confequence of peace, 
This good man feems to take a pleafure in 
giving us any information that may contri~ 
bute to eafe our fituation. 


Saw forty of the European Muffulmen at 
drill. Vifited by the Myar, and a Circar 
Bramin, who took all our names, with the 
rank, corps, and monthly pay of each, 


The wafherman gives us the melancholy 
accounts of General Matthews’s death. He 
died the 7th inftant; and at the time he 
departed this life he was in irons. The 
wafherman further informed us, that he had 


not 


LATE WAR IN ASIA. 4s 


not changed his linen for twenty days, on 1733. 
account of his knowing that the Keeladar 
had mixed poifon in the victuals he daily 
fent him. It appeared, indeed, from the 
treatment that the General at firft met with, 
that Tippoo meant to ufe unfair means with 
him. Had he intended to ufe him agree- 
ably to his rank, he ought to have allowed 
his ftaff to accompany him during his con- 
finement: but fo far from that, that he 
firft broke a folemn treaty with the General 
and his officers. ‘The General was then fe- 
parated from the whcl: of his little captive 
army, brought here under a ftrong guard, 
thrown into a filthy dungeon ; his baggage, 
cot, and every thing of the fmalleft confe- 
quence taken from him; his fervants remo- 
ved, and he himfelf thrown into heavy irons ; 
and at laft, to put a finifhing ftroke to the 
horrid {cene, was difpatched by poifon. 


The General, when he learnt from a 
combination of fufpicions circumftances, 
as well as hints let fall from thofe that were 
occafionally about his perfon, that it was 
the Sultan’s intention to cut him off by 

poifor, 


tad 
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$73. poifon, refufed to tafte of the victuals thaé 


was fent- to him at ftated times from the 
Keeladar’s. Some of the guards, and ever 
the fervants who cartied the poifoned vic- 
tuals, took compaffion on the General, and 
gave him now and then a little of theirs. 
‘The Havaldar, who had the charge of the 
General, connived at thefe ats of humanity 
at firft, and manifefted fymptoms ef ‘uneafi-~ 
nefs and diffatisfation with the part affign- 
ed to him in the fcene going forward. But 
this officer, when it was found that General 
Mathews ftill protracted his miferable ex- 
iftence, was fent for by the Keeladar, who 
told him that the General’s life, if much 
longer continued, muft be paid for by the 
Havaldar’s death. Upon this the Havaldar 
communicated his orders, with the threats 
that accompanied them, to his unfortunate 
prifoner, who had now no other alternative 
than that of perifhing by famine or by poi- 
fon. The anxious love of life maintained, 
for feveral days, a ftraggle with the impor- 
tunate calls of furious hunger.-Thefey 
however, prevailed in the iffue of the con 
teft. He eat of poifoned food, and he 

drank 
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drank too, whether to quench the rage of 193, 
inflamed thirft, or to drown the torments 
of his foul in utter infenfibility, of the poi- 
foned cup. Within fix hours after this fa 
tal repaft he was found dead. This is 4 
faithful and true account of the death of 
Lieutenant-General Mathews, which has 
been fet forth in various ways. ‘The man- 
ner in which thefe particulars were brought 
to light was this :—-The death of the Ge- 
neral being reported to the Keeladar, it was 
mentioned, on that occafion, that a brafs 
bafon was found in his prifon, with fome 
writing on it: which muft have been done 
with a fork he had with him. This was 
brought to the Keeladar, and read and in- 
terpreted by an European who had engaged 
in the Sultan’s fervice. 


The paymafter tells us, that peace is 
broke off, and that the Commandants of 
horfe and infantry, contened in this vici- 
nity, have received orders to recruit men 
with the utmoft expedition. 


The 
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The wafherman fays, that’ immediately 
on his delivering Genéral Matthews’s linen 
td theCiscar, it was tore to pieces and thrown 
into-the ftreets. 


» ¥ 


' Arrived oné regiment of regular black 
cavalry, confifting of five troops, fifty each. 
The horfes given over to the Circar, and the 
troopers doing garrifon duty. 


The head Derroga of the flaves, who 
vifits the -Keeladar daily, is attended by 
nine of the European flave-boys who havé 
been circumcifed: each of them having a 
filver pearl in their right ear, this being 2 
badge of flavery amongft the Mahome- 
tans. 


The head Derroga appeared this evening 
onthe terrace of Tippoo Saib’s houfe, which 
has a flat reof with one turret on each cor- 
ner, attended by five of the European flave- 
boys.” On his‘perceiving us in the yard of 
our prifon, he immediately called the un- 
fortunate victims to the edge of the houfe, 
and particularly pointed us out to them.— 

They 
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They were fo very much affected that they 178g. 
burft into tears, and retired. The Derroga 
again brought them, and {poke to them in 
a vety ferious. manner: we were not near 
enough to hear the converfation. It was 
the horror that the boys felt at the thought 
of being for evet fhut out from the fociety 
of their countrymen, and the hope of re- 
turning to their country, that wrung their 
fouls with tender anguifh. The pain they 
felt was merely of this focial kind, for, as 
far as we could judge from appearances, or 
from concurring reports, they were not fub- 
jected to any fpecies of toil or drudgery, or 
to ill ufage of any fort. They were, on the 
contrary, well clothed and fed, and fupplied 
with every accommodation that was either 
neceffary or convenient. They were fent 
to {chool to be inftruéted in the Perfian 
language, in arithmetic, and algebra ; and, 
in general, they were trained up in all the 
knowledge and accomplifhments of the 
country, being intended for the houfehold 
ef the Sultan, and to be about his perfon. 
The officers, to whofe care they were en- 
trufted by the monarch, had orders to treat’ 
K them 


166, 
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4293. them Findly,, and to tell, cheng that, peisg: 


o* 


weaned, fipm, their attachment t9 the,coun~ 
tries beyond the great agcany and initiated 
in the seligion ‘of. the aly Prophet, , they: 
would, hecome { the Sons of the Sultan, who 
would pot fail to chenfh, to beftow his 
confidence, and promote, them in his fervice 
according to their merit, 


Nor were thefe fair promifes and ex. 
preffions of kindnefs on the part of the Sul- 
tan, altogether infincere and affected. In 
India, where the human character poffeffes 
great fenfibility of temper, ideas of adop- 
tion are quite familiar among the people: 
and the young ones that are adopted, de- 
pendent on the bounty, and obedient to, the 
nod of the adopting parents, are embfaced 
with all that affeCtion which is ufually 
fhewn to real children. It was in this 
fpirit that Nebuchadnezzar, King of 
Babylon, having reduced Juda and carried 
the prople captive into his own dominions, 
a Spoke unta Afphenaz the matter of his 
ec © evnuchs, that he fhould bring certain 
** of the children of Iftael and, of the kings 
‘© feed, 


~ 


th 


tive, WAR tn Asia. 


14! 


ti fest, and of the ptinees children in whotn 1434, 


é¢ wath bicilfH, bie well favoured, and 
ee feitedt id all wifflot, and ciinnihg in’ 
ts knowlédpe, ahd underftatiding fcience, 
‘¢ and fuch as had dbifity in themi to ftand 
‘tin the King’s palace, ahd whoth they 
** might teath the learning and the tongte 
* of the Chaldeans. And the King ap- 

pointed them a daily provifion of the 

King’s meat, afd of the wine which he 

drank: fo noufifliing them three yeats, 
‘ that at the end thereof they might ftand 
‘© before the King.—-Among thefe were of 
“€ the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, 
«© Mifhael, and Azariah; unto whorn the 
** prince of the eunuchs gave names: for 
““ he gave unto Daniel the name of Belte- 
‘€ fhazzar ; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach ; 
‘© and to Mifhael, of Mefhech; and to 
* Azariah, of Abed-nego *.” 


As a refemblance rhay thus be traced 
between the fituation of the fons of Judah 
under Nebuchadnezzar, and thofe of Great 

* Daniel I: 3—7. 


K 2 Britain, 
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i $ 3. Britain under the Indian’Monarch, {0 alfo, 


; 


Sep. 
23. 


we dilvenn gnafMinity between the feclingsand 
emotions te. which thofe tuations unfortu- 
nately gave, birth.—The tears and other 
figns of melancholy which were manifefted 
to our view by the European flave-boys in 
the midit of eafe and plenty, in the palace 
of a King! recalled to our thoughts how 
natural it was for the captive Jews of old, 
‘¢ To hang their harps on the willows, 
“‘to fit down by the rivers of Babylon, 
‘‘and to weep when they remembered 
“« Zion *,” 


The paymafter affures us that peace is 
certainly made. 


Saw fome of the European flave-boys on 
Tippoo Saib’s houfe: they paid us the com- 
pliment of the falam, made many melan- 
choly fignals with their hands, fhed a flood 
of tears, and retired. 


The annual Gentoo feaft commenced this 
evening, which was continued, according to 


1, ** 3 


® Pfalm CXXXVile 
‘ cuftom, 
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¢uftom, for nine days. The King of Myfore 1783. 
made his appearance in a veranda, in front 
of ‘his palace, about feven o’clock. 


This young prince, in whofe name the 
family of Hyder-Ally, who affume only the 
title of regent, carry on the adminiftration 
of government, is allowed, for himfelf and 
his family, an annual penfion of one lack 
of rupees. He is treated with all thofe 
marks of homage that are paid to crowned 
heads. In his name proclamation is made 
of war and of peace, and the trophies of 
victory are laid at his feet. Like kings, 
too, he has his guards: but thefe are ap- 
pointed and commanded by the ufurper of 
his throne, whofe authority and fafety de- 
pend upon the prince’s confinement. Yet 
fuch is the reverence that is paid by the 
people of Myfore to the blood of their an- 
tient Kings, and fo formidable are they ren~ 
deted even in their prefent ftate of fubjec- 
tion to the moft vigorous character as_ well 
as powerful Prince in the peninfula of Hin- 
doftan, by their numbers, and the extent of 
their cities, efpecially of Scringapatam, 
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1783. the nn which would faviliate their ine 
tersGuyie’ ard co-cperation, if any common 
principle ar caufe fhould fpread the flames 
of difcontent dnd infurre@ion, that it is 
thought expedient by the prefent govern- 
ment, not to cut off the hereditary prince 
of Myfore, according to the ufual policy of 
defpots, but to adorn him with the papean- 
try of a crown, to fyrnifh him with all that 
§s neceflary to a life of fenfnal pleafure, to 
immerfe him in voluptuou{nefs, to unnerve 
his mind, and at fated times to prefent 
him, a royal puppet, to the view and accla~ 
mations of his people. 


The fpacieus palace in which the young 
King of Myfore refides, ftands in a large 
{quare, in the very centre of Seringapatam, 
in an angle of which our prifon was alfo 
fituated. Hence we had an opportunity of 
enjoying the fight of this annual feftival, in 
which we were indulged during the whale 
fime that it lafted. ‘The prince, who is 
quite black, but exceedingly comely, ap- 
* peared, as already mentioned, it a soyal ve- 
"Tanda or open gallery in frbnt of his _— 

T 
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The curtains, wath which the. gallery was. 1723. 
hung being drawn np, difcovered the King 
feated,onia throne, with numerous gttend- 
ants.on.each hand ; fome of whom fanned 
him, others fcatteped perfumes on his long 
black hair, and on his cloaths, and others 
prefented his Hooker, replenifhed from time 
to time with betel, and other narcotics.— 
The veranda was decorated with the finetft 
hangings, and refplendent with precious 
ftones, among which a diamond of immenfe 
fize and value, hone with diftinguifhed 
luftre. On a ftage extended in the open 
{quare, along the front of the palace, mufi- 
cians, balladieres, and a {pecies of gladiaters, 
entertained the King with his train in the 
gallery, and the multitude that filled the 
{quare, with mufic, dancing, tumbling, 
wreftling, mock-engagements, and other 
pantomimical diverfions, The ladies of his 
Majefty’s haram, as well as the European 
prifoners, were, on this gccafion, indulged 
with greater freedom than ufual, being al- 
dowed to enjoy the {peCtacle, through let- 
tice- windows, as well as the other fubjects 
of Myfore, They were nat black,. but 
oa K 4 fair, 
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4733. fair, and pxotedingly ‘handiome, « Pheir 
number feemed to be from: forty to fifty, 
—The girls of Hyder’s Seraglio, who were 
maintained-by Tippoo, in their’ ufual re+ 
fidence, after his death, amounted to the 
number of five hundred *. 


The King having fat motionlefs in great 
{tate for feveral hours, rofe up, when he 
was about to retire, and advancing to the 
edge of the gallery fhowed himéelf to the 
people, who honoured him with marks of 
the moft profound and even {fuperftitious 
veneration. The curtains then dropt, and 
his Majefty retired to the inner parts of the 
palace. It is only on occafion of this an- 
niverfary that the King of Myfore is vifible 
to his nominal fubjects, 


Sep. Saw forty of the European flaves at drill, 
* under the charge of a black Commandant: 
very dirty and dejected, 


A tom-tom went about this evening, 
forbidding any of the inhabitants to appear 
# See Appendix, A. 
an 
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in the ftreets.aftes nine o’clock at night, on 1783. 
pain of lofing their nofes and ears. 


Orders for a morning and evening gun to 
be fired in all Tippoo’s garrifons. 


The two men who were taken at Errode 08. 3. 
in 1768, Spencer’and Wilton, paffed our 
prifon this morning, attended by a fentry, 

They ‘were very indifferently dreffed, 


The Verduvalla of the guard informs us, 
that a Bramin of Tippoo’s is gone to Ma~ 
dras concerning peace, and that two com~ 
panies of Sepoys, of his, were in Manga- 
lore, and two of ours in his camp. The 
Verduvalla thinks matters will be accom- 
modated, as his mafter’s affairs wear but a 
gloomy afpect, and ‘that he has no confi- 
dence in his head men. 


Several of our fhips arrived at Mangalore z. 
with troops, and news that peace was bro- 


ken off. 


Three 


13% AMEEMBIRG QF Peak: 


gaz. ‘Fhretef-the men coscernell in, therdate 
~  tobfgiizecy, svihbut their eofes and sacs, and 
riding on jack-affes, were hanged this 


ih 


oe ' "Fhe watherman gives us the melancholy 
nows af Ruloy, Frazer, and Sampfon, be- 
ing poifaned at My lose. 72 

i Shick Ruftan, Havaldar, who at one pe- 


riod commanded the guard of our prifon, 
and one in whom we have great confidence, 
éelis us that Rumlsy, Frazer, and Sampfon, 
are all poifoned ; and recommends to ns to 
be particularly circumfpe&t in our behavi- 
our, or that we may meet with the fame 
fate, 


5: Comrah, Sepay, a Tanjere man, formerly 
on our guard, arrived this morning from 
Kavel Drook, and acquaints us that all the 
edheers confined there have been paifoned, 
by exprefs ardera from Tippoo Saib. He 
believes there were cighteen or twenty of 
them, 


Our 
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: Oar! worthy friend -the paymatter thys, 478% 
that peace-is on the evé of being concluded. dial 


Vifited by the Myar; he particularly en. «1, 
quired for our black Commandant’s name, 
as alfo the officer’s name who commanded 
the detachment in the Tanjore country, ta~ 
ken by Tippoo the 18th of February, 1782. 


Received a letter by the wafherman from 12, _ 
Colonel Braithwaite, telling us that the 
wafherman had kept twelve of the fanams 
which we fent for the ufe of poor Captain 
Leech; as alfo of the death of Rumley, Fra- 
zer, and Sampfon: and that many of Ge- 
neral Mathews’s officers, confined at Kaval 
Drook, were dead, and the reft dying, 


The wafherman, who is our conftant 
toppall, or poft, was a Havaldar in Captain 
Nixon’s battalion, and taken prifoner the 
roth of September, 1780, and took fervice 
in the ftyle of a wafherman (the men wath 
and iron clothes}: of courfe we had every 
reafon to fuppofe he would be afitfting ; 
but, on the contrary, he has taken every 

opportunity © 
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1783. opportunity to pilfer us, although we have 


£3. 


ger. 


made him: frequent prefents, and promifed 
him, ion our enlargement, a Jemmidar’s 
commiffion with a fum of money, provided 
he would not embezzle thofe fanams which 
we, with the utmoft difficulty, raifed for thofe 
in extreme diftrefs, 


Colonel Braithwaite applied to the Kee- 
ladar for a cot to fleep on, but was refufed. 


The French have pafied this place on 
their way to Pondicherry, in confequence, 
as we are informed, of a peace in Europe. 


Lieutenant Butler, at the point of death, 
is allowed, after many applications, to have 
his irons taken off; and feveral other gen. 
tlemen are dangeroully ul, 


Sid Abram, our black Commandant, who 
had been bred up in our fervice, was this 
morning ordered to the kutcheree, and there 
told by the Keeladar, that it was Tippoo 
Saib’s orders, that he fhould enter into his 
fervice ; as alfo to give information where 


his 
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his wife and family were, in order that they 173 a 
might be fent for, ‘The -Keeladar advifed © ~ 
him to take fervice without any hefitation,; 

and obferved, if.he did not, that God only 

knew what would be the ¢onfequence. 

The Commandant was remanded back to 

our prifon, and allowed to reflé@ on the bu~ 
finefs. 


We have made up four fhirts and four 08 
trowfers for Captain Leech, and have fent — 
them by the wafherman, together with 
twenty-four fanams. ‘The fanams are put, 
or worked, into the buttons of the shirt, 
which we have contrived to deceive the 
wafherman. 


Seven European artificers, arrived here, 24 
are forced into Tippoo’s fervice. They 
were felected from thofe men taken at Be- 
danore or Nagram. 


Mirtozee, the commanding officer of the 27- 
guard placed over our prifon, who, by the 
humanity of his behaviour, had acquired 
our efteem, affection, and even confidence, 

corro-= 
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x78, corroborates: Gis indunehol tdinws We fad 


thostvedretsGynoral Matthuvid’s ofitets hava 
feguialhsif thet, boon catriéd LA By poled 
#6 Kistel Drool, by the exprbfs bidets of the 
Hulthwyiwhich, he fid; wis dwitg to the 
girvifod of Ananporé beirié all of Aherh' put 
to the fword by site of dir Extopedn offi- 
cers. He watned us of a feareh that wid 
foon to be made in our prifori, for what we 
called contraband goods, feh a6 razors, 
fuiffars, knives, and other offeiifive weapons j 
arid papers, pens, ahd ink; the means of 
correfpondence atid difcovety; 


The commanding officer, té whom the 
inhuman tafk of poifoning our men at Ka- 
vel Drook was committed, having been often 
ptefent with theta; and of edurfe been mo- 
ved with eompaflion, ficaefsfully exerted his 
irfiudnce to bé‘témoved ffom that ftation, 
The officer who had the chirge of our fol 
diers prifon, at Seringapatam, was fent for 
te Myfore, and apporited in his ftead, with 
ait éxprefs charge’ to catty the ordérs dnd di- 
roGtions,. that had’ bees piven for poifoning 
Gur meh, into immediate execution. | This 
i being 
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being done, the offices returned tr hie charpo 
of our folders ‘prifon at Seringapatam, whic 
he occafipnally vifitted es ufial. Certain of 
our men, who had heird forhe formifes of 
the horrid purpof for which ke had béen 
abfent, and who wesé moved with the Tire. 
lieft inquietude and: apprekenfohs, ventinred 
to put the queftion to him, Why they had 
fo long been deprived of the honour of his 
vifits? He made not the leaft {cruple to 
tell them the fhocking bufinefs in which he 
had been employed, apologizing, at the 
fame time, for his condudt, by obferving, 
that if he had not obeyed orders, he would 
himfelf have been put to death, 


Colonel Braithwaite has reteived a cot and 
fome Margoza bark, from the Keeladar ; 
and was at the fame time defired to apply for 
any thing he wanted. The Colonel re- 
quefted he might he removed to us, or {ee 
the French Doctor, as alfo to fit on the out- 
fide of the prifon door, during the ume 
his fervants were drefling his victuals. The 
Keeladar to thefe demands gave an evafive 
an{wer. 

Received 
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Rebeived. the following fom. Colontt 
a 


os Colonel Braithwaite oréiente his com- 
‘¢, pliments tb the Gentlemen, has received 
“‘ four fhitts, four drawers, for Captain 
“«* Leech, but no pes, meaning fanams*, are 
“to be found. He begs to know how they 
© were fent. The Colonel takes the liberty to 
‘* fend them a few lines, by way of epitaph, 
“< on his late friend Sampf{on, which he hopes 
‘¢ his friends will wear in their hearts, as 
«* his deftiny denies him a tomb-ftone. It 
*‘ is the only tribute the Colonel can now 
“* pay to the memory of an officer, whom 
‘he brought up and loved with parental 
‘¢ affection. Should ‘he furvive his captivi- 
“¢ ty, he will demand his bones, and thofe 
** of the other gentlemen, who have died 
‘* here, and carry them to Madras for in~ 
“© terment.” 


* The fanams were put in the buttons, the wafherman at 
this time had not an opportunity of delivering them. 
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Bastecon herd efts his head on hoftile earths 4783, 


A, youth to fortune, not to fame, unknown : 
The former frowned even at his birth, 

The latter furely mark’d him for her own. : 
How great his bravery, let beholders tell : 
Much did he do, and to the laft did try. 
Active, amidft out-numb'ring foes he fell— 
Difabled-—too lucklefs! then to die 

A wounded captive in barbarians chains ! 
Uncommon rigour mark’d his cruel fate ; 

A tyrant’s caution caus’d his lateft pains : 

At length he died, a long, long year too late: 
Lay light upon him earth; and may his God 
With mercy meet him, and for ay reward, 

A youth, who in the walk of honour trod 3 
Yet fuffer’d here, alas! a lot too hard. 


Serjéant Higgins (who voluntarily took 
fervice) with two other European Mufful- 1. 
men, have made off to Mangalore from 
Nagram; but one of the three was unfor- 
tunately detected. 


The European Muffulman taken in en-' 
deavouring to make his efcape, was thot in ** 
Tippoo’s camp, and fix more of the Euro« 
pean Muflulmen, who were alfo in his camp, 
are ordered to Shittle Drook, 


aed 


L The 


Noy. 
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| Ete Raregeans-givte pi day the Baerich 
womlat are ithie-innining, and extendas by 


four Havaldars. 


i All, the Bera peans wiho-have bepn tade 
Minflulmen, ard: canned in a large fquare, 
and np one is permitted ta; go ont without 
a fentsy,. 


Gur aHowanoe of pne fanam per day (or 
eleven dubs) is reduced to nine dubs and 
two cath, a lofs of fix cath each per day ; 
which affects us in the moft ferious man- 


mer. We fhall be puzzled how to exift. 


Mr. Skardon has received an addition of 
three cath per day. 


The European Muffulmen, and black 
flaves, are given in charge of the black of- 
ficers of eayalry, whom they are to inftruct 
in the infantry duty; 2 moft melancholy 


fight tous. All this is owing to Monteur 


Sustein. 


The 
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The Inthivelts, whe.was the sidg-ledder 2784 


it the etmfpitacy, {ilk remigine in heavy 


irons, and on low diet. 


About ten this rhdrnine, fifty of the Eu- Nov. 


ropean Muffulmen, with firelocks, and a 
body of mative troops, efcorted the Keela- 
dar to a mofque, one mile weft of the fort. 
They were commanded by a black officer, 
who frequently, in our hearing, ¢alled out 
to them, as they were paffing our prifon, 
Chillow Feringee Banjoot *, with other ex~ 
pteffions of infolence and contempt: 


The paymafter informs us, that Manga- 
lore is given up in confequence of peace ; 
that Tippoo is to be here in eight days ; and 
that an officer of rank is on his way from 
Madras, in order to receive the prifoners. 
The paymafter has affured us in the ftrong- 
eft manner, that the above information is 
undoubted, and requefts that we would, on 
our enlargement, make him a {mall falam, 
which he intends to appropriate to his 


* Go on, ye white flaves. : 


L 2 daughter’s 


‘2 
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a Th rae a 1S 


deferving Poe bray th thing we can do,for him, 
as 


F ' § 

é ii Hides, the expence of clothes is almoft nothing ; 
and that of food, firing, and lodging, ta the native, 
very triflmg. The Hindoos are not addifted to any expen- 
five vices, their pafigns anddefiyes being gentle and mo- 
derate. Yet they are frugal and induftrious, and as eager 
to amafs tithes' ag ait) oF tht natives’ oF ‘Burope. A Jew, 2 
Dawhthin, or-a Seoith pedlar, is not more attentive to 
profit and lofs, : What is the reafon ofthis? They are 
lovers of fplendour and magnificence in every thing, but 
particularly in what relates to their women. It is in their 
harams, but efpecialiy on oecafion of their marriages, that 
they pour forth the colleéted treafures of many induftrions 
years. It may alfo be proper to obferve, here, that the 
good man, who had expreffed a concern for the due celebra- 
tion of his daughter’s marriage, had in his eye, and even 
knew for certain, the family and the youth to whom fhe was 
to be married. 


Marriages are contracted by boys and girls, and confum- 
mated as foon as they arrive at puberty ; that is, when the 


" anen ate from twelve to thirteen years of age, and the women 


nine or ten. ‘The marriage ceremony is performed thrge times ; 
once when the couple are mere infants ; a fecond time, when 
the gentleman may be about eight or nine years old, and 
the lady five or fix; and the third and laft time, at the age 
I have already fpecified. Between the frkt and feeond mar- 
singe curemvbities, the young couple are allewed to fee one 
“atiother: they ren about and play tegether as other children 
do; and knowing they are “tefthied for éath other, com- 
ay monly 


4 
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as he has én evety oce#fion” hewn “fiesta 


nity and attention towards ‘us. 


The paymafter’s news corroborated from 
all quarters. ; " 

Six o'clock, P.M. departéd this life 
Lieutenant Butler. This unfortunate man 
was fick for near fix months, and although 
the two Myars faw his wretched fituation, 


monly conceive, even at that early period, a mutual affec- 
tion. But after the fecond time of marriage, they are fe- 
parated from each other ; the bride, efpecially if fhe bea 
perfon of condition, being fhut up in the women’s apartment 
until the happy day of the third and laft ceremony, when 


yb 


1783. 


the prieft {fprinkles on the bride and bridegroom abundance 


of rice, as an emblem of fruitfulnefs. 


Thefe early contrafts are undoubtly well calculated to in- 
fpue the parties with a mutual and Iafling affeGtion. The 
earlieft part of life is in every country the happieft; and 
every object is pleafing that recals to the imagination that 
blefied period. The ductile minds of the infant lovers are 
eafily twined into one ; and the happieft time of their life is 
affagiated with the fweet remembrance of their early connec- 
tion. It is not fo with your brides and bridegrooms of 
thirty, forty, and fifty; they have had previous attach- 
ments ; the beft part of life is paft before their union, per- 
haps before they eve; faw each other. 


L 3 and 
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and répeiied'upblications wett ‘}iade tb the 
KeélatlaY’ Yorwhedicines; anda Hétle Pia ar. 
rack’ Set the cruel barbarian pave no kind of 
affiftance, but allowed him to linger out a 
life of mifery and wretchednefs. 


The wafherman having made a demand 
of eight dubs for Bleaching the fhirts and 
drawers fent to Captam Leech, we have, 
in confequence of his application, raifed that 
fum by a fubfcription of one cafh each. 


“Two divifions of the European Mufful- 
men were at drill this morning, each divifion 
commanded by a black officer. 


The funeral fervice was this morning read 
aver the late Lieutenant Butler, who was 
carried out as decently as the prifon would 
admit of. 


The Keeladar fent for the effe€ts of the 
fate Lieutenant Butler, confifting of a few 
old rags. The Verduvalla took as much 
rare in examining them, as if they had been 
of the utmoft confequence, 
r ' Preparations 
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+ Preparations , soaking... fuch, as, white 1783. 
wathing the -houfes, .cleaning,, the Aycetg, Nov- 
dc. ig arder tq recciwe,/Fippoo Sultan Ba- 
hadar., 


An officer of rank expected here to-mor- ;;, 
row, ta receiye the prifoners :: a Chowltry 
and Pandall* fitted up for his reception, 
one mile north of the fort, at a village call- 
ed Soomer Pettah. 


The European Muffulmen were at drill 12. 
this morning, and mixed in the ranks with 
the black flaves, They and the black flaves 
have had their right ears bored, in order to 
wear the Mahomedan badge of flavery, 
which is a filver pearl. 


Colonel Braithwaite paffed our prifon on 
his return from the Keeladar. He was well 
dreffed, and under charge of one Havaldar 
and twelve Sepoys, with fixed bayonets.— 
Several af us were fo rejoiced at feeing him, 


* A kind of portico for making the Choultry cooler, 
formed by wooden poles, and the leaves and branches of 
trees. 


L 4 that 
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4283, Pay oe rir firpation;; and. called, 
ous to ong 4 b 5; BaNDS,, through halen thay 
had bored through the, wall. of, the sila 
The Colonel was was, a pnithed,, and, fome -of 
‘ the prifoners difapproved of this conduct of 

qv their cqmpapions, But t their.emotions were 
fo lively, that t they squid not, be acenad 


dy hot ts 
Various and nacertain accounts, of peace: 
one moment we are informed that: ‘peace is 
finally concluded ; ; the next, there is fight- 
ide ; and in this miferable fituation are we 
~ daily tortured with alternate hopes.and fears, 
which produce a ftate of anxious and pain- 
ful fufpenfe. 


The Corakees have defeated a party of 
Tippoo Saib’s troops at Perripatam, nine~ 
teen miles weft of this, and a reinforce- 
ment of Chaylahs and Colleries are order- 
ed fram hence to reinforce them. 


Nov. The reduction of our allowance of the 
16. fix cath has fo materially affected our mode 
of living, that we are |. obliged mow to 
biealttiit '¢ oh two cath of cones and two. 
cath 


se ey yj 


tase: war fn AsrAa. 
cath of mil. ” Two ' dinriers in the week 
tif doll peppice-watkr; éalh: dinner nine cath; 


ane ditto! of cttchetee, “ewelve cafh, two 
mutton curreys, and two foup dinners. 


Forty Europeahs and two battalions of 
black flaves with firelocks (no bayonets) 
marched out of the fort at two o’clock in 
the afternoon, in order ta be reviewed by 
the Keeladar; the European flaves were 
divided in the ranks with the Chaylahs, very 
dirty, and but indifferently drefled. Some 
had hankerchiefs on their heads, others 
turbans, and from their mid-thigh down- 
wards they were entirely naked. Surely no 
fituation on earth is equal totheirs: however 
we flatter ourfelves that whenever we meet 
with that happy hour of liberty, and their 
cafe is made known, every ftep will be 
taken in order to recover them from flavery 
and Mahomedanifm. The Europeans and 
black flaves have all a filver pearl in their 
right ear. 


The Keeladdr with the flaves returned at 
eleven this night. 


Colonel 


169 
17-33 


Nor. 
17. 


aye MGEMOTES: OF TUB 


aya; GolotehBratthwaitt idformews bp letter, 

ae that bb *hgs Lonly. received turenty fanamy 
from. the!vea(hemban on a¢conat af: Captain 
eech.: "Phe wathernan has taken the .re- 
imaindet :: thik villain’s cunning outreaches 
eilour' {chemes:7 The Colonel and Enfign 
Fiolimes’s alowaiew achuced te nine dubs 
and two cathicath per day, and Captain 
Leech dnd the fenjeant are raifed to:ten cath 
gach. ‘Fhe Colonel daily fends Captain 
(Leech a fix cafh breakfatt. 


Fave Enropeans, hand-coffed, arrived 
prifoners from the Durma country. 


19: Received the following from Colonel 
Braithwaite, 


** When I got near the Keeladar’s houfe, 
“a man came out in a great hurry and 
** feeming agitatioa, to fay it was a miftake, 
“ and ordered me back. In repafiing your 
§ prifon-houfe, I heard you fay, by G—d 
“* there’s Colonel Braithwaite ; upon which 
*< T anfwered in fome {ach exclamation. I 
** had a very pleafant walk, and faw much 

‘<s of 
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‘© of the city, which isthe finefh: I bnve 1783 
“‘ feen in India. Soon after I got back te 
‘© my dungeon, two or three porfons came 
*¢ from the cutchery, to tell me; whatever 
«¢ clothes or maney I wanted, to afk and 
“* fhould have. I fail, whatever the Na- 
<* bob allowed me I would cective ; if ten 
“* pagodas a-day I would {pend them; wf 
** ten cath I would live upon it. I would 
‘* afk for no money; clothes I fhould be 
** slad of. Three pieces of tolerable:cloth 
‘* for fhirting has been fent me; they fay a 
‘* taylor is to come to-day. This change 
<< in regard to me looks well. Two prefied 
‘< taylors are come; they pretend they can- 
‘© not do my work ; but I believe the chau- 
‘* buck will teach them. I have ferioufly 
‘« declared I will not pay them.” 


Our good friend Mirto Jee fays, that Noy, 
peace is certainly broken off. om 


The Commandant afked the Verduvalla 
for news. He gave'him feranfwer, that the 
news was very cold, 


Captain 
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ae 
#83, “apie Tedfon bag received shirteen pa~ 
Bosh, Py, the, hands of an eld yromeg, come 
ta Seringapatam ip {earch of her fon, a Sepoy 
inour fervice, which was fent with a letter by 
Mrs. Judfon, his’ wife, from Trichinopoly. 
The eld woman, ¢ver fince the fatal battle 
. near Conjeveram, had wandered inacontinued 
ftate of pilgrimage, not being ableto reft long 
im one place, pnder-the anxious and tender 
concern that inwardly preyed on her mater~ 
nal breaft. -After vifiting every place that 
report had fuggefted as the probable fcene 
of her fon’s confinement, if in life, fhe at 
Jaft made her way to Seringapatam, where 
fhe found him ; and we all of us participa- 
ted in her joy. The woman faithfully de- 
livered the money which Mrs. Judfon had 
committed to her care, to our fervants, 
whom fhe found at the well, where they 
attended daily to fetch water, and which 
had become a kind of poft-office. Mrs. 
Judfon, we were fometimes inclined to 
think, muft have received by fome, means 
nr other a.defcription of the well. But if 
this had been fo, how could we _— for 
. hg, commanding officer at Trichinopoly’s 
not 
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not takin g the inn op ee of corre- a } 
{pendence that Was embraced ‘by Mrs. ‘fid- oe 
fon? The attention of govevinient, indeed, 

could not well be' expected to ‘equal thé 

cares of maternal and ‘cnjiigil affection. 


This is the only letter or tnoney received 
in Hyder’s country from our friends. 

Captain Judfon receives through the old Nov. 
woman a letter from Mrs. Judfon, dated the = 
14th of laft month, in anfwer to one “ht 
wrote in February laft, acquainting him 
that he might expect to be fupplied from 
time to time with money, and that there 
was a talk of peace. 


The guard that was ftationed over the 27. 
European officers, prifoners at Kaval Drook, 
returned here three days ago, and gave us 
the melancholy account of all General 
Matthews’s officers being poifoned. 


A Circar Verduvalla with armourers, 
this morning, particularly examined our 
irons. The Verduvalla corroborated the 
account we had received of the dreadfirl 

cataftrophe 
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sty: cataftedpherles ther efficers et Keval ‘Drook's 
ag: difel 66 Weandey; Praver; | and 'Sauyp- 
Séet,-iae  Mipfere)) dnd fad, that he made 
ne. debe but thet tte Nabub would poi~ 
forr alt the Emglifly prifoners 


Several thoufands' 6f troops, and moft of 
them Carnatic people, are drilling here, for 
the cavalry, artillery, and infantry. Tippoo 
copies oar mode’ of difcipline in every re- 
fpett. 


Dec. The nine flave-boys, who attend the 
Derroga, are intended for the Nabdb’s fa- 


mily. 


ad 
e 


Arrived prifoners, twenty Europeans, 
arid two European women, chained two and 
two. 


Arrived prifoners, twelve Europeans, 
chained two and two, they were fhip- 
wrecked on the Malabar coaft. 


oe The Subadar who impeached the con« 
¥pirators, is made a Commandant of Colle- 
ries, 
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fies, afl hagireceived, many other fatairs «Sy. 
from the, Nabpa ;, we hasenpadt of his thats 

talion overs; aad he frequentdp visits the 
prifos, and fearhs very amaaionst6 oniter' into 

a converfation; hewever;. a he hat been 
particularly pointed out to us by fome of 

our friends, we aG& with '‘catitior. 


Colonel Braithwaite atquaints ws, that 
he has repeatedly applied to the Keeladar 
for a greater allowance, and for taylors, bug 
without fuccefs. 


A European officer, who was takeh De. 
prifoner on this coaft about two months ~ 
after the fall of Nagram, and fent here, is 
circumcifed and appointed Commandant to 
a battalion of Chaylahs: we have not beea 
able as yet to learn any thing farther con- 
cerning this unfortunate man, 


This evening, the whole of the European ‘> 
Muffulmen were marched to Myfore. Se- 
ven miles fouth. 


Reseed 


Eh: 
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MEYOBRS OF Fag- 





qulig.«s elvaaed out to the blagk Maves,, 
fo very unfit for our purpofe, that we beg. 
ged ef the Verduvalla to return them, and 
endeavour tp papcure. us.a. piece of cleth 
each in their ftead : the cloth to: be about 
four or five fanams per piece. On theVerdu- 
valla’s reporting this to the Keeladar, he re- 
plied, Very well, that we might wait a few 
days. Strange are the conjectures which are 
formed concerning this prefent, as it is the 
only inftance of generofity we .have met 
with from that quarter, during our imprifon= 
ment: it has made a number of gentlemen 
very melancholy—apprehenfive of force ta, 
take fervice. Not like peace. 





Many of our guards affure us that we are 
all to be circumcied, and taken into the. 
Nabob’s fervice; and that the dungeree- 
we received yefterday was given in confe- 
quence of that refolution. 


Captain ‘Judfon has fent two pagodas to 
Colaec! Braithwaite. 
Sent 


ratte War th ata. 


‘Sent by tite waiherinttr Cliptain Ledtti’s 
fuppty, thirtysdile findms. ‘A turtent re- 
port of ptace, and that out artibaffadors 
from Madras are only 2 Rw days march 
from this. 


Received a letter from Colonel Braith- 
waite, acquainting us that he has only recei- 
ved twenty-four fanams for Captain Leech. 


Reports of oar ambaffadors being at Mal- 
varee, twelve cofs N. E. of this place; 
that they have applied to the Keeladar to 
fend us money and clothes; but that the 
Keeladar would not comply with their re- 
queft, as he obferved that he had no 4ookum, 
er order, from the Nabob. 


Three Europeans, who were taken at, or 
near, Calicut about two months ago, and 
fent here, are forced into the barbarian’s 
f{érvice as ftone-cutters. 


The two men, Spencer and Wilton, who 
were taken at Errode, paffed our prifon. 
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The Vepdiwalla, by,-an .ordgr , from, the 
Kealaddt, ojd Sid Abram-that be gah conn. 
feat to enter into.the Nabgh’s fervice, and 
give am account where his wife and family 
were, that they might be fent fos. Tjhe 
Commandant replied, that he had, from 
his boyifh days, been broyght up amongft 
the Englith, had met with every attention 
and encouragement that a foldier merited, 
and that he would on no account give in- 
formation where his wife and family were, 
nor would he confent to enter into the Na- 
bpb’s fervice. 


A meffage, or falam, from Meer Nazer 
Ally, formerly an officer in our fervice, but 
who had fallen prifoner and taken {fervice, 
to Sid Abram, that peace was certainly con- 
cluded, and applauding him for his fteady 
conduG in sfuGing to take fervice. Meer 
Naver Ally waa a Subadar in Captain Mac- 
Alifter’s regiment of cavalry, and taken pri- 
foner with Licutenant Crewitzer ; he now 
commands a regiment of cavalry, and is do- 
ing duty ‘here. 


The 


LATH# WAR’ th (ASTra. 179 


Our guards doubled an@: the centinels 1784, 


particularly vigilant: A report ‘prevails chat 1°" 
we are all to be put to dedth. 


The two troopers who camé on our 14 
guard at the time of the con{pirdcy, were 


this morning relieved. 


The whole of us turned owt in order to 
be muftered by a Subadar fent by the 
Keeladar. 


Abdull Ruffel, Commandant to Captait 
Alcock’s battalion, and taken prifoner with 
Colonel Braithwaite, was fent to Arneé and 
thrown into heavy irons, on three cath per 
day, and one fear of raggee, becaufe he 
would not enter into the barbarian’s fervice: 
many others, for the fame reafon, were treat 
ed in the fame manner, until they confented 
to take fervice, and fend for their families. 


N 


2 


A European boy about twelve years of 24 
age informed our fervants at the well this 
evening, that he belonged to his Majefty’s 
thirty-fecond or forty-fecond regiment, that 

M 3 he 
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A784. he wig taknloprifoner at Wageainjand fince 


Jan. 


cintumaritd. + Shas: ‘name isHvindiey, 


The Inchivalla was this morning pub- 
lickly flogged, near our prifon, and his 


- hack rubbed withvchilleys, or cayenne pep- 


29. 


per. 
Arrived from Mangalore, thirty ele- 
phants with their howders. 


The oine circumcifed European boys ftll 
remain under the charge of the Derroga ; 
two of them were this morning on the ter- 
race of Tippoo Saib’s houfe: they made 
fignals that the Nabob would beshere in fif- 
teen days, and that we fhould then be re- 
leafed. We were greatly affected by their 
repeated melancholy figns of their fituation: 
on their retiring they fhed a flood of tears, 
and took off their turbans. 


An increafe of our allowance of ane cafh 
per day, owing tu the exchange of the fa~ 
RMN.! H a 


Bids a 3 
Arrived 
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with their howilers ;'a {peties of. frame:fixe Fe>-?- 
ed to the elephant for fitting on—a little 
tent with: curtains. 


The Europeans who were fhipwrecked, 2. 
and arrived here in December, are chained 
two and two, with the daily allowance of 
one fear of rice and two pice each. - * 


At four this evening five of the European Feb. 4. 
boys under the charge of the Derroga were 
on the terrace of Tippoo’s houfe, and made 
many tokens of their wretched fituation. 


The whole of us turned out, in order to 
be muftered by the Myar and a Bramin, as 
alfo our fervants. 


Vifited by the Myar and a Bramin, who 
took our names, together with thofe of our 
fervants. Many gentlemen alarmed on this 
accafion. 


Spencer and Wilton paffed our prifon. this 
M 3 morning 
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riz. moming.-'"Hhe European’ Muffalmen’ fill 
remain at Myfote, 


We have difpatched a letter by the watfh- 
erman to the unfertunate men who arrived 
bere a few days.ago, requefting to know in 
what manner they fell into the enemy’s 
hands, and offering our affiftance in money, 
to the amount of fifty fanams. 


Received the following from one of them, 
Mr. Lilly. 


‘‘ T wave been in prifon going on feven 

** months. We were brought up here du- 
*¢ ring the ceflation of arms in irons, upon 
** one pice and one fear of rice per day; 
upon our arrival here they gave us two 
‘‘ pice per day, and put all in irons, only 
‘“‘ two men who were ill, and they excufed 
‘‘me, There is no officer here, only one 
‘* furgeon, a foreigner, whofe name is King, 
f€ and one who follows the civil line; and 
*< I was taken as I came to buy a fhip at 
f* Mangalore. There are fourteen Euro- 
€* pean foldiers, befides about thirty Sepoys, 
ss that 
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*¢ that were caft away in a gale of wind, 17 4. 


*¢ who were taken as prifoners, 
« LILLY.” 


Mr. Lilly’s letter not proving fatisfac- 
tory, we have in confequence forwarded an- 
other. 


Fourteen Subadars, or Captains, and a Feb. 
number of Sepoys, have been carrying mud 13 


for many months paft, in order to force 
them to take fervice, 


A European boy informed our fervants at 14 . 


the well this evening, that he, with nine 
more, were taken prifoners at Nagram ; 
that they were drummers and fifers of his 
Majefty’s ro1ft and 102d regiments ; that 
they had been circumcifed ; and were at 
prefent under the charge of the-head Der- 
roga, Haffin Ally Cawn. ‘The boy ear- 
neftly requefted of the fervants, that they 
would inform us that they were ufed bar- 
baroufly ; and hoped that, upon our en- 
largement, we would take an active part in 
— M 4 repre- 
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£7840 ceRrn tig fe.the, government. of Miadsae »> 
‘hei wretches ftuation, 


rb Ong Servants again faw the Enrapean boy 
at fie ell and affured him, by,our defice, - 
that EY, exertion in our power fhould be 
made on our qnlargement ;, and requefted 
an accoynt of +himfelf and; ,comrades in 
writing. He replied, none of them could 
write. 


¥S. We are informed that the name of Tip- 
poo’s eldeft fon is Abdull Ally Bahadar. 


tg. Sixty-feven circumcifed Europeans are at 
Myfore. Mefirs. Speediman, Rutlidge, 
Serjeant-major Groves, with feveral others, 
ftill remain at Gunjum Pettah. 


Received the following from Mr. Lilly. 


** Gentlemen, 


‘¢ ‘Fhe ceffation of armé took place with ~ 

“* Tippeo: §zib the od of Auguit for four 
** months. , We were feat up-htre beford- 
| ‘56 the: 
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 theetfirdtioh OP it.’ I Ainct eff Row i784. * 
¢« they managed the otfie?’ pul?! 6? the heed" ; 
“* tiation. The negotiators for peace were 
© not arrived in Aithp wheh we cme away; 
<< batitis certain chey arfived Here the 2cth 
<< December: they expetted them in camp 
‘“s when wé came away. ‘Tippoo carriéd 
‘‘his guns to the brink of the ditch; he 
‘* attempted’ ftormmg twice, and was re- 
© nulfed with great lofs; they were fo 
** clofe in fome places, that our people 
‘‘threw fourteen-inch fhells over the 
«* breaft-work out of their hands uport the 
«© French. The fea don’t wath the walls 
«© of Mangalore. Two thoufand Europeans 
«* have arrived from Europe laft year. Ge- 
“* neral Stewart commands at Madras. The 
‘¢ firft battalion of Sepoys was taken at Na- 
‘‘ gram, but Captain Bowles went up to 
<¢ Bombay before they were taken. I am 
exceedingly obliged to you for your kind 
‘‘ offer. Iam not in want of cafh at pre- 
«‘ fent; if I fhauld, YH make bald to trou- 
‘ble yous buf, we ane all in expectation 
“‘ of beiag .scleafed. an a few days, as.we 
** have been muftered twice, and our names 
‘* taken 


TB 
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2784. “ taketh th fend to Tippoo,‘in order thir tur 


Feb, 
a0. 


** shiargement. ! 


+ .§€ Mr King thanks you for your kind 
*4 offer; he is not in much want of cafh as 
“vet; he haamot a grain of Tartar Eme 
™ tic, but can fend you fome Ipecacuana, 
« with fome Bark, if you fhould want it.” 


1425 February. 


A fub{cription of twenty-eight fanams, in 
order to requite the wafherman for the let- 
ters carried to and from Mr. Lilly. 


Sent Captain Leech a fupply of eighteen 
fanams. 


The fub{criptions of late have come fo 
heavy on us, that we are obliged to make 
four dinners in the week of rice and ghee, 
each dinner feven cath, 


‘T'wo Sepoys who are at prefent attached 
to dur gtrard, have given us the melancholy 
accounts of our brother-fafferers at’ Kaval 
Drook. They fay that the Keeladar of Ka- 

val 
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val Drook teceived ordere fiom the Bahadar «784. 
to difpatch the whole of them with poifor; 

that the Keeladar made no fecret, but ex- 
plained his orders, and obferved, that unlefs 

they were inftantly put in execution, his own 7 
life would pay for his difobedience. ‘The 

firft he called pofitively refufed to tafte the 
poifon. ‘The Keeladar inftantly ordered fe- 

veral Coffres to feize and tie him up to a 
tamarind tree. After being moft feverely 
flogged, he at laft confented to drink the 
finifhing draught. Many others were flog- 

ged and inhumanly treated, on account of 
their oppofition. The Sepoys obferved, that 

the fcenes of diftrefs, after the poifon began 

to operate, were beyond defcription ; fome 
being perfectly infenfible, others thrown into 
violent convulfions, and others employing 

the few moments they had to live in com- 
mitting themfelves to God, and in embrac- = +> 
ing and taking a laft farewell of their com- 
panions and friends. Immediately after the 
whole were ifpatched, the armourers 
knocked off their irons, and their bodies 

‘were then thtpwn into a wood as a prey for 

: rs. } ; c' 

4 * Wrote 
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tion: maightopepecifatal tomas]. 
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- TW sotelio avr, Hilly nem ybdhing he! would 
be. vety seifeumdpedt in Weitingy as adetecs 


rt of Tip oo’s having got poffeffion 

sigue By 'Htiaedbem': hid ‘as 

audit tur th dur profpeas,: ‘and ‘diffuled gloomy 
ideas in pritér*- 


"Received ‘fome medicine from Mr. 
Lilly, | brought by the wafherman, for 
which. we gave him two fanams. 


The holes of us ordered to fall in, in 
arder to be myftered by a Myar anda 
Bramin: they fay that peace js broken 
off, and that we are to be fent to Kaval 
Dr ook. 


In confequence of yefterday’s information 
relative to our heing fant to Kayal Drook, 
the whole: of us haye fepioully and unani- 
mouly determinsd, t9,avail qurfelves of the 
Arf, ,pppervnity: to,.make, aue.<itape, by 
murdering thewhale of our guatda, andiel> 


HBS FYSER drop of bleed as,deanaa spatiale 5° 
being 
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being thoroughly sonvilicdd, Mat if-we Wib- uy ba 
mis tamely, weithald, on oosisrival.at Kava! 
Drook, be diffiatehadb iv..the came nianner'’ 

as General Mathews’s officers. 


One, of the circumcited, ‘European boys 
informed Qpr fesyants, at, the, well , this 


morning, that peace is broken off, 


: ~ & 


Received the followin letter from the ek 
foldiers prifon, written by a black’ man ; 3 7. 
the fame who had been interpreter tp, the 
Keeladar of the above-mentioned particu ars 
refpecting the death of General Matthews. 


«* Since my arrival here, I have inftruCted’ 

myfelf to learn Englifh from a fpelling- 
** book which I purchafed from a European, 
‘¢ which is now entirely broke to pitcés; I 
‘« therefore humbly beg the favour, if you 
“¢-have any book of any fort-to fpare, to fend 
‘«< me by the bearer, that will be-a meant of 
« ry-not lofing what little I havé learhed? 1 
* mutt inform you, that my téacher, Setrje-: 
* ant Hillinefwortlt, operas this life about 
“‘twelve fionths ‘aso: “Phe Eitropéan? A" 
6$ ken with Colonel ‘Baillie jdin-with melt 
ioe ‘* their 


190: 
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*¢ thétit detyote you, and all their officets; 
‘* SeayeantiBaaziecr fends his duty te Cap 
<* tains Mentieth and Wragg, and to inforn: 
«< them that there is himéelf and eleven pri- 
‘< yates remaining here: Serjeant Macor- 
“© mick deceafed the 29th of December, 
‘© 1782. All the news we have 1s, that it 
is a peace, and that fome’of our gentle- 
men is with the Nabob, and expected 
‘‘here daily. At about eight or nine 
«© months ago, a poor diftrefled European 
‘¢ woman, with a fine boy, and big with 
‘¢ child, taken in Nagram, belonging to a 
‘< ferjeant of grenadiers of the hundredth 
“¢ regiment ; fince which fhe has been de- 
“¢ livered of a girl: her allowance is one 
¢¢ pice and one fear and a half of rice per 
«« day. About fix months ago twenty-feven 
<< Europeans of the different regiments were 
‘© taken on the Malabar coaft, and fent a- 
«¢ mongit us, which makes in all fixty-two 
«* Europeans: our allowance is two pice 

<* and one fear of rice per day. 
‘© VANKATACHELLIEM. 


The 
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‘The guards-acquaiat us, that feveral black 
prifoners have bees taken out in the dead-of 
the night, and murdered, and that they {eri-~ 
oully felt for our fituaton. -~ 


In confequence of the miferable fituation 
of the European woman aad her two infants, 
we have raifed with the utmoft difficulty 
twenty gold fanams; and at the fame time 
have affured her, that we will on every oc~ 
cafion be aflifting. 


At nine o'clock, P. M. Sid Abram, our 
black Commandant, was by an order from 
the Keeladar removed from our prifon.— 
This truly good man was exceedingly affect~ 
ed at his being feparated from us, and fre- 
quently requefted, that, whenever we fhould 
be enlarged, we would remember him to 
his wife and mother; as he never would 
confent to enter into the barbarian’s fervice, 
which would of courfe prevent him .from 
evér feeing his family. 


. Sid Abram, with twelve other black of- 
ficers, taken prifoners fince the commence- 
ment 


19k 
n7o4y 
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. 8734. maentol dypemne, aro all ig-iremy seith the 
daily,cMamrangce-e6 three cath end ens featof 


Qae of our gentlemen alarmed us all ex- 
eeedingly -by 2.4¢.0f infanity, during which 
he raved on the fubjeG&tethat moft concerned 
us all, and that were uppermof in our 
minds. He had been affficted with feveral 
fits before this time; but we always endea- 
woured to conceal his fituation from the 
Havaldar of the guard, being apprehen- 
five that he would have him removed from 
our prifon to fome place of confinement, 
which folitude, and perhaps other circum- 
ftances, might render ftill more difmal. 
This day, however, he was extremely ill : 
and made repeated application to the Ha- 
valdar ¢9 have an interview with the Keela~ 
dar, to whom, he faid, he had fomething to 
communicate of the laft importance. This 
alarmed us exceedingly : for when we re- 
fieCted on the conftant fears of the barbari- 
ans, Jef we fhould make our efcape either 
by.farce.or frand, or fiad means af. commmu~ 
meping fome uicful .setelligence. te cur 
countrymen, 
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. Sourtry pele, atid Ht the faametine verified. 44, , 
that fo many .0f oor -bffiters; « fldlers! ind 
Sepoys, had been flaughtered in cold blood 
by the fword, or forced to die by poifon ; 
there was not a dowkbt that the difcovery cf 
our utenfils, oor correfpondence with the 
other prifons, and forme parts of our cofh- 
verfation, would be followed by certain and 
fpeedy death. We judged it expedient, in 
the prefent extremity, however much agaitift 
our inclinations, to acquaint the Havaldar 
that he was really infane. This the Havel- 
dar would not believe; but affirmed thit 
we all of us told lies, as he conchtided, he 
faid, from the circufnftance that the’gentle. 
man difcourfed to him with perfect reaftn 
and propriety. The infane perfon, infor 
tunately for us, {poke the Mahomtédan lan- 
guage with great fluency : if he ha not, We 
could have told our own ftory. 


We endeavouted té reafon with 82: Bty. 
valdar, and mentioned many particufi’s fh 
oar own vindteation, m vain. Wethen re- 
quefted that our fervants might be‘ealled, 
and examined whether they had svt-fret 
y Vou. is N quently 
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1784. queniyi peresived hin in a ate-of infanity, 
before, this time. They were accordingly 
called, and they confirmed every thing that 
wehad faid. The Havaldar then fad, that 
he beljcyed there was fome truth in what 
we had afferted, byt that he muft make a 
report of what had happened, We en- 
treated of him to make as favourable an one 
as poflible, as we would be exceedingly 
happy, if our fellow-officer, though unhap- 
pily difordered in his underftanding, fhould 
be removed from us. 


' "The Havaldar requefted, and infifted with 
him to declare what he had to fay. But 
this he refufed to do, again and again, fay- 
ing that he would not communicate the 
important bufinefs to any other perfon than 
the Keeladar, and that he would be reven- 
ged on the whole of us, as we were a fet 
of villains and rafcals, and that we had 
made many attempts to poifon him. In fact, 
he had frequently entertained ideas of this 
kind, apd would often attend and qverlook 
the fervants while they. were employed in 
dycfling the viduals. .4¢ magi forgunate for 


:. if v us, 
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tis, aad the circumfanee, beyond alt doubt, 1.9 ,, 
which; under Providénce, faved: our lives, 

that his’ madiefs turned upontpoifon, and 

not upon our Having papers, journals, 
knives, {ciffars, and other things concealed, 

and, above all, on our fecret correfpondence 

with the other prifons., 


Several gentlemen endeavoured to reafon 
with this unhappy man, to no purpofe.— 
In the courfe of the evening the Havaldar 
waited on the Keeladar to acquaint him 
that an Englifh officer, in one of the pri- 
fons, wifhed anxioufly to fee him, having 
fomething to communicate to him of the 
greateft confequence. The Havalder was 
defired to come again to the Keeladar next 
morning. 


From the time that the infane perfon ap- 
plied to the Havaldar, we were bufily em- 
ployed in burning papers, digging holes in 
the ground in which we might hide things, 
and in putting things under the tyles of the 
prifon, until wefhould have an opportunity 
of burning them afterwards. During the 

N 2 courfe 


396 


AMEMGERS OF THE, 


2704. codriga hf sie ewinitg we bucaed upwerds 


of tone hundged stherts: of. papsty which twe 

had got in® by ftealth, im ondar-tq.amafe 
ourfelves by learning different languages *. 
‘She people. avho  brepght in ,thefe, things 
for us, werq eqpally alasmed with us, and 
dreaded the fatal.epnfeguences of a dif- 
covery oe! 


1 The.infane perfon, with a, pair of irons 
of about eight pounds in weight, began to 
walk, about in the prifon at five o’clork in 
the evening, and continued to walk, at a 
great pace, without ceafiag, till two o'clock 
inthe morning, taving all the while, and 
vowing vengeance againit all his fellow-pri- 
foners. The ftate of our minds, oo that 
horrible night, is not to be defcribed. 
was propoied at ome time to put him in- 
ftantly to death, pnd,. by that faerifice, to 


. ‘Stim Hindofian.the dhildren' df he commen people ate 
nla fod sa a ae 
earn, to “s:3% %, ts Y Gayes, ad ‘ 
ing ek see are hal: phe apy pa 
boards.» hhers Sorin thedy fig eidd) 1hehets / Works}! aid fen- 
sepfes, On paper, ) 
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five the hoes of thé whokws But kind PA® x58, 


videhvd Saved Stink” fowl thee fate, and as 
fore thit fatit deed i!” 


‘At lat’ the withed¢for morning came, 
and about dightoteléck! the Mevaldar wds 
announéed. ‘Our emotiéns Welt’ ndw 
wrought up to the higheft point of amxiety 
and fufpence. The Havaldar, coming for- 
ward into the prifon-yard, called out fof the 
infane gentleman. The queftion on which 
our fafety or our deftruction--now hung in 
fufpence, was, Is the infane perfon to be- 
carried before the Keeladar or no? Our joy 
was extreme when we heard the Havaldar 
tell him, that if he had any thing to fay, 
the Keeladar had ordered that he fhould 
mention it to him. Yet ftill there was 
reafon to apprehend that he might make 
fuch difcoveries as the Havaldar could not 
pafs over, though he was naturally humane, 
had taken a prefent, and was inclined to 
fave us. We therefore, during the conver- 
fation which’ he ‘held with the Havaldar, 
crowded. around: him, PS fpoke i in a threaten- 
m8 tone of voice, ufed menacing looks ahd 
N 3 geftures, 


ay: 


1784. 
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eftires; “ari!aid everything to ‘cthbaltats 
itn; and excite his madnefs. “To the Fi- 

valdar, who repeatedly put ‘the quéftivh, 
What have you to difcover? he ¢onftantly 


. replied, that he would not reveal it but to 


the Havaldar, and ‘poured forth at the fame 
time indefinite reprédches df murderous in- 
tentions toward himfelf againft his fellow- 
ptifoners. The Havaldar then told him 
that he was a fool, and defired that he 
would go about his bufinefs, meaning that 
he fhould retire to his cell. 


We then requefted of the Havaldar, that 
when he fhould be relicved, he would report 
tothe commianding officer who fhould fuc- 
ceed him, the infanity of our fellow-prifo- 
ner. If we had ufed this precaution at firft, 
we might have avoided this dreadful fcene. 
But we had compaffion’on the infitmity of 
this poor man, which ‘was brought of By 
long confinement, lownefs of fbitits, and 
the melancholy profpect of death, or perpe- 
tua} flavery. 


We 
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this dangerous embarraffment, as if we had 
been fet at entire liberty. The infane per- 
fon had in his poffeffion copies of many let- 
ters, with papers, knives, and other contra- 
band things. ‘Thefe we wifhed above all 
things to get out of his hands. And, after 
this violent fit of infanity, he fortunately re- 
covered fo far, in the courfe of a few days, 
as to be reafoned into the propriety of giv- 
ing up or deftroying thefe fufpicious articles. 
He behaved pretty well during the re- 
mainder of our confinement. He is now 


on half-pay. 


A current report that peace is broken off, 
and that our ambafladors have embarked for 


Tellicherry. 

Raifed by public fub{cription twenty- 
eight fanams, which we have fent by a 
trufty hand to our good friend Sid Abram. 


Sid Abram acknowledges the receipt of 
the money, and is very thankful. * 


N 4 For 
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We felt as much joy at being freed from 1784. 


22 
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278i: POHORRD Rbk Ipiécediinoonigits) comny! 


Buck pemp nies hive Béln shuiedtegdy ackd-a: 
porary reeds: etha they intend: 
vifiting our prifon for the faphelomedst: 


© We areTafeemed that the draught which 
was ‘addiininered) 06 Gdreral .Matthews’s 
officers, to the number of twenty, was the 
milk of the cocdaetiee, «We learned after- 
wards, .from:,yndoubted authority, that 
Lieytenant Mathews of the Bengal efta- 
blifhment, brother .to General Mathews, 
and Lieutenant Weldon of the Bombay e- 
ftablifhment, were, by orders of Tippoo, 
taken out of the fort at Bednore, at ten 
o’clock at night, carried to the Jungul, a 
place over-grown with long grafs and un- 
derwood, and there cut to pieces? of which 
the officers confined at Bednore recetvéed the 
moft certain accounts the next marping, 
when the clothes of thefe unfoftanate vic- 
tims were brought to them for fale. Di- 
rections had in faé& been {ent by the-Sultan 
to murder al] the 'Englith ‘officets"in the 
different prifons' ‘ii His’‘toniit¥étls, who 
would not etlter ineo: his YeVitel “but: intel- 
di Vv, ae ligence 
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ligence bevbgiacapiite that tho opamifqn- 173, 


ersifer nhgetiating the seeaty: of, peacesthad: 
fet ont fariMadtas, Abefs monty nudes. were. 
counterntandedy. ; 


The following, is;4; 19:-9f; the offigers 
who were: poifoned, with General Mathews. 


Kiag’s Officers, , 
Captain Dougald Campbell, of the - 
regiment. 
Captain Alfton, of the 1b0th regiment, 
Captain Fifth, ditto. 
Mr. Gifford, furgeon’s affiftant, ditto. 


Company's Eftabh{hment at Bombay. 


Brigadier-General Mathews. 
Lieutenant Young, Brigade-major, 
Major Fewtrill. 
Captain Clift. — 
Captain Gottick, 
Lieutenant Barnwell. 

_ Captain Jackfon, artillery, 
Jyieutenant. Qllivier, ditto,, 3 

i feaptain Richapdfon, 3d battalion Sepoys. 


tenes. Captain 
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yya4, Captain, Eames, sth battalion, Sepays. 
Capmin fiehdrum, 13th ditto, 
. Captain MQulloch, , 15th, dite, 
_. Charles Stewart, Efq; Qommiffary. 
Charles Cheek, Efq; deputy ditto. 


From the foldiers prifon. 


“¢ On the 27th OGober the Keeladar fent 
fer Vankatachelliem, our linguift, and told 
** him to acquaint us all that the Nabob 
‘“and Caonspany had made. peace, and that 
** we would foon be fant to,Madras. ‘The 
«‘ whole of us at that time werg band-cuf- 
“¢ fed two and two together. Soon after the 
‘«* Keeladar came into the prifon, and or- 
** dered the hand-cuffs to be taken off. We 
‘* were {hut up together at that time about 
“< twelve o'clock at night, and remained fo 
‘‘ forty days. About four months ago in the 
** dead of night, we received the fecond alarm 
“¢ of that kind. Wewere hand-cuffed fingly, 
‘* both hands, fince which the Bramin has 

** been four different times to enquire for 
«¢ mechanicks, taken all oyr,naines down, 
“‘ our pay, batta, and rank, ih the Com- 

‘¢ pany's 
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* pany’s fervice,’ ‘which » thakes’ us ‘all 784, 
‘very uneafy, as we cannot #nagine 

«¢ what they want to do with us: another 

‘‘ frefh alarm that there has been a num- 

‘‘ ber of black prifoners tafeent and mafia- 
‘cred, which is tranfacted every night. 

‘© We hear that a Commandant and fome 

*¢ Sepoys belonging to Colonel Braith- 

*¢ waite’s detachment have fuffered the 

“«* above fate.” 


A letter from Colonel Braithwaite ac- March 
knowledging the receipt of feventeen fa- 1°: 
nams for the ufe of Captain Leech. 


Sent Captain Leech a fupply of eighteen 
fanams. The Subadars who were confined 
with him, as alfo General Mathews’s fer- 
vant, are removed. 


= 


Qe 


Ten o'clock, P. M. vifited by the Myar 
and a Bramin, who ordered Captains Baird, 
Menteith, and Lindfey’s irons to be knocked 
off. Thefé gentlemen were removed from 
our prifon under the charge of one Ha- 
valdar and two Sépoys. 


N 


Ze 


Three 
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git, io Tigbeiplpbecdao Pt Meche Heavelrve 

a tembandouiquaibts uy thas the thrés: pen 
dlapelare! angreSenb wit aon, Rrsiph- 
Wikfag Het they wore spmpve, te ding in 
coneqnenge nf, peat, end Ahat wpe ion 
im all probability Iseve gur,jrons knaeked,off 
jn a day. of qa} mmet he, fany tp, Madras. 
Litth.cregit, i gives hy ps to this piece of 
infprmation, having been fo frequently difap- 
pointed before; and we are very uneafy,.and 
apprebenGve that ehey intend very unfair 
mans with Colonel Braithwaite, and indeed 
the whole of us, ,.as.eports have beencurrent 
for many days, that Tippoo Saib intends 
murdering the whole of the.Epropean pri- 
foners, 


While we were in this gloomy fate of 
miad, ard ready to fink under the preflure 
of melancholy and black defpair; behold, 
within the walls of our difmal dungeon, a 
Bramin fent from Tippoo Sultan, with 4 
formal intimation af the final concinfion of 
peacos+-And. that our irons wesd tb be 
knocked. off. next day..~The .emotiqns that 
fprung up if our breafts..on! .receoving. ehis 

intelli- 
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intélligence, were fo ftrong and lively, and 1734. 


raifed to fuch a point of elevation and excefs, 
as atmoft bordered on pain !—-We gave vent 
to the ardour of our minds in the loudeft as 
well as moft irrézular and extravagant ex- 
pteffions ofconpratulations. ‘The whole pri- 
fon refounded with the frantic voice of fud- 
den as well as exceffive joy and exultation. 
This tumult having in fome degree fubfided, 
thouzh we were incapable of entire comipo- 
fure and reft, a propofal was made, and rr oft 
readily embraced, tocollectall the ready mo- 
ney in our poffefiion, without the leaft régard 
to equal (hares or proportions, and to cvle- 
brate the joyful news of our approaching de- 
liverence with fome plantain fritters, and 
fherbet ; the only articles of luxury we could 
tHen command, on account of our extreme 
poverty. By nine o'clock at night fupper 
was announced, confifting of fixty dozen 
of plantains, and a large chatty of fheroet. 
Every one being feated on the ground, the 
repaft was received with the utmoft content 
and fatisfaction. Friends and toafts were 
drank, as long as our chatty ftood out ; and 
fuch was the agitation of our minds, that 


there was not one of us who felt the leaft: 


(Vol. 2.) inchi- 
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1784. inclination,'or indeed who pofiefied ‘ithe: 
power ty: conmpofe himfelf for fleep:s We» 
now waited -with the. utmost. anspatetnbe ; 
for thesterarn of day,:and. werb.<imprefied 
with a Grong! defire thatfour:irosa mightihe ~ 
knocked off mmimediately ;- but}. 20 ourypreat « 
mortification, about: feven tin thésmorhing, 
thene arrived .only one ammoénrez: :hEvery. 
one’ ftinggled ito have his #ttuts: knocked 
of firfh,  Promifes, threats, . ifting ‘and 
joftling y every expedient that could ‘be ima- 
gined: seas put in practice, in orderte.ob- 
tain; that which would come unfought for 
in the wourfe of a few mimutes, or hours 
at farthedt. ‘Thefame men who had fuffered 
the rigouss.of imprifonment, and the mena+ 
ces of a barbarous policy, with snvincible: 
refolution and patiemee, as well as.withr: 
mutual fymipathy andcomplaifance, foryears, 
were fo tran{ported by the near profped& of 
liberty, that the delay of a few moments, 
feemed now to be more infupportable than 
even the tedious languor of our long, 
moft alarming, and anxious confinement. 
Between two and three in the afternoon, 
our irons were all knocked off, and then we. 
were conducted, under the chargeof a guard, 


to 
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to the Keeladar. In crofling the parade:to' 1784,. 
Hyder’s palace, feverat European ‘boys, im, . 
the Mahomedan drefs,; who had been forci~ 
bly cirtumorfed;eame.near to.us, imploring 
our affiftance iva: moft’ dafirefsful manner. 
‘The only :confolasdén we could. give them, 
was toaflwe:thém, that whenever we arriv-: 
ed at Miidras, their melancholy fitnation 
fhould ‘be. faithfully and feelingly defcrihed- 
to the Governor, in order to proctre their 
enlargement. We now were brought befard 
the Keeladar, who was lodged in Hyder’s, 
palace, and fat in a veranda, furroundediby 
his guards. Our names being taking down, 
with-‘our rank and other circumdftinces, we 
were .condufted to Colonel Braithwmaite’s - 
prifon,' whrene we:found the Colonel, Cap- 
tains.Baird, Lindfey, Menteith, and Enfign 
Holmes : ‘here we remained feveral hours;. - 
aad were, in amoftfriendly manner, fupplied 
by thefe gentlemen with money, which gave: 
us an opportun:ty of re varding thofe good. 
men who had at different times been on our: 
guard. Towards the clofe of the evening, 
after the foldiers and black prifoners were 
collected, we moved off from the fort to 
Soommer~Pettah, a village diftant about two. 
miles. 
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miles. On our arrival at the Choultry of this 
place, we had an opportunity of converfing 
with our {oldiers. Their marks of affection, 
refpedt, and joy, atmeeting with their officers, 
after fo long a feparation, were not lefs fincere 
than extravagant. The fight of the country, 
the fair face of nature in a rich and delicious 
climate, from which we had been fo long ex- 
cluded, excited in our minds the moft various 
and pleafing emotions, and {truck us with al} 
the force of novelty. At the fame time, it 
may not be thought unimportant to obferve, 
that we had loft, in fome degree, that intui- 
tive difcernment of the magnitude and rela- 
tions of objects, which is the effect of ex- 
perience, habit, and the affociation of ideas. 
At Soomner-Pettah we were indulged with 
permiffion to walk about in the Buzar, and 
to bathe in the river, a moft delicious as well 
as falutary refrefhment. Every object, and 
every recreation, became now a fourcc of ex- 
quifite fatisfaction and delight; all that fa- 
tiety, and indifference to the bounty of na- 
ture, which arifes from undifturbed poffef- 
fion, and perhaps {till more from vicious ha« | 
bits, being effectually overcome and deftroyed 
by the painful purification of months, added 


to 
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to months, in a fucceffion that threatened 1784. 
to terminate either in perpetual flavery or 
death. | 

Having received no allowance of rice, or ali 
the three pice, for the preceding day, we ” 
afked for fome victuals ; and fome hours af- 
ter, afeer of rice, and three pice, was deli- 
vered to each perfon. We were amazed, 
and did not know how to account for the 
neglect of our pittance; for as peace was 
concluded, we naturally imagiaed our al- 
lowance would rather have becn augmented 
than curtailed; but on making enquiry into 
the caufe, we were told that the commiffi- 
oners of Madras, employed in negotiating the 
treaty, had ftipulated no kind of provifion for 
us; and that the Nabob had fent orders to 
furnifh us with juft as much as would keep 
us from ftarving, and no more. 


Though our irons were knocked off, it 
was a long time before we recovered the 
entire ufe of our limbs, and learned to walk 
with perfect freedom: never was the in- 
veterate power of habit more forcibly dif- 

played 
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2784. played than on this occafion. We could 


March 
25 * 


April 
iS. 


never get the idea of our being in fetters 
out of our heads. No effort of our minds, 
no aét of volition, could, for feveral days, 
avercome the habit of making the fhort 
and conftrained fteps to which we had been 
fo long accuftomed. Our crippled manner 
of walking was a {ubject of laughter to our- 
felves as well as to others. 


On the 2sth of March, doolies having 
been provided for the fick, and a few bad 
horfes, we began our march to Vellore, 
the place agreed on by the treaty for the 
delivering up of the Britith prifoners, guard- 
ed by an efcort of one hundred cavalry and 
five hundred infantry, under the command 
of a native commandant. 


On the 15th of April we arrived at Oof- 
cottah, a fortrefs fituated eighteen miles 
eaftward of Bangalore, and fixty miles dif- 
tant from the pafs into the Carnatic. Here 
the whole of the Britith prifoners, who had 
been taken at the battle of Tricoallum, or 
of Perambaukum near Conjeveram, and at 

Bednore, 
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Bednore,* were aflembled together. Their 1-84. 


number amounted nearly te one hundred 
and eighty officers, nine hundred European 
foldiers, and fixteen hundred Sepoys, be- 
fides fome hundreds of fervants of different 
caftes and occupations. The officers who 
had been confined at Bangalore, having re- 
ceived frequent fupplies of cafh from Ma- 
dras, had it in their power to fupply us, as 
well as the gentlemen from Bednore, with 
many articles of which we ftood greatly in 
need. This many of them did, fharing 
their clothes and money with fuch of their 
brother-officers and fellow-foldiers as moft 
wanted their affiftance. 


On communicating to each other our 
rc{pective fuffcrings, it appeared that the 
officers who were left wounded at Bednore; 
were much better ufed than at any other 
place. They were permitted to keep all 
their clothes, doolies, cots, chairs, tables, 
knives, forks, and other articles. They 
were indulged with the free ufe of pen, ink, 
and paper. A certain part of the rampart, 
including two .towers, was given up to 

You. dl, O them, 
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3784. therm, 4n which they were at liberty té 


range about at pleafure. Their fervants 
were permitted to go into the Buzar to 
purchafe whatever they chofe to fend-for, 
though their daily allowance was only one 
feer of rice, and one pice to each. They 
were allowed a French furgeon to attend 
them; afd when they recovered of their 
wounds they were not put in irons. 


Enfign Manly, of the Bombay eftablith- 
ment, who had been taken in a fally at 
Mangalore, was fent to Bednore, and there 
confined in the fame prifon with fome Se- 
poys, with no other allowance than one pice 
per day, and a feer of raggee. 


The officers who were confined at Dar~ 
waur, a fort near Goa, were lodged with the 
private men, upon the fame allowance 
with the other officers who were in prifon 
at Bednore: but they were afterwards re- 
moved te Simoga, where they were kept 
on a feer of raggee and one pie each 2 
day. ‘Tiheir iroms were connericd together 
by a ftraight bar,.in fach a.manner. that He 
a 26 ' unfortunate 
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tinfortunate prifoners could neither expand 1784, 
their legs nor contract them. 


The gentlemen confined at Bangalore 
were not only permitted to purchafe every 
article they wanted; but, during the latter 
part of their confinement, they were allowed 
to vifit each other in their different prifons. 
The private Europeans alfo received diffe- 
tent treatinent, in the different parts of the 
country in which they were imprifoned.— 
The Sepoys were treated with equal feverity 
every where. 


Four days before the Britith officers were 
removed from Bednore, all the Command. 
ants, Subadars, and Jemmidars, of the Bom- 
bay eftablifhment, who had been taken pri- 
foners by Tippoo Sultan Bahadar, were, by 
his orders, removed from thence, and have 
hot fince been heard of. It is but too eafy 
to conjecture the fate of thofe unfortunate 
men, when we refle& that he had repeat- 
edly threatened to put them to death for re- 
fufing to enter into his fervice, and on the 
melancholy examples exhibited of the ecr- 
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tainty and rigour with which his bloody 


menaces were carried into execution*. 


Lieutenant Dallas, who had been ap- 
pointed by the commiffioners for peace to 
receive the prifoners, with a detachment of 
the Madras cavalry, and two companies of 
Sepoys, difmounting his horfemen, and fup- 
plying as many officers as he could with 
horfes, the whole of the prifoners, efcorted 
by a fm-ll guard of the Sultan’s, began their 
march towards Vellore, at which place we 
all of us arrived on the 25th of April, 1784. 
Beem Row, a Bramin, whom Tippoo Sul- 
tan had appointed to conduct the prifoners 
from Oofcottah to the confines of the Car- 
natic, received from Mr. Dallas a receipt for 
all the prifoners whom the Sultan had deli- 
vered up. On this, we were reftored to 
liberty, the value of which we had been 
taught to eftumate by a long and painful 
confinement. 


We look back, now, to the days of our 
captivity, with a kind of melancholy fatis- 


* For an account of the fituation and fufferings of the 
prifoners at Bednore, before their arrival at Oofcottah, {ce 
Appendix, B. 
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faction, compofed of a thoufand mixed emo- 1784, 


tions not to be defcribed: but which are 
always deeply tinCtured with admiration and 
gratitude to Mr. Haftings, to whofe magna- 
nimous exertions we were indebted for our 
reftoration to liberty, and prefervation from 
death, and the reports of whofe tranfcend- 
ent talents and virtues, gloiioufly difplayed 
under accumulated difficulties, now and then 
diffufed a gleam of hope through the hor- 
rors of hard confinement. 


Our fituation, in prifon amonz the barba- 
rians, is recalled to our remembrance in a 
lively and accurate manner, by a fong that 
was made by Lieutenant Thewlis,a very en- 
gaging and accomplifhed youth, now, alas ! 
deceafed, confined with us in one of the jails 
of Seringapatam, as alfo by a poem compafed 
on the profpect of liberty, by an officer under 
confinement at Bangalore. Thefe pieces, 
with a ftatement of fome particulars rela- 
tive to the mode and expence of living in 
jail among our late enemies in the penin- 
fula of Hindoftan, and a view of our prifan 
in Seringapatam, are fubjoined to this jour- 
nal in an appendix. 

O 3 APPEN- 
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4A Defcription of an Eaftern Haram, 
By an Enghfh Officer. 


As the {ubject of the eaftern Harams na- 
turally excites curiofity in Europeans, the 
author of this journal may, perhaps, gratify 
fome of his readers by the following ftory, 
of the truth of which he is perfectly cer- 
tain: although, the parties concerned in it 
being ftill alive, 1 would be improper to 
mention names, or fo be particular as ta 
dates or places. 


On the conclufipn of the Jate war in In- 
dia, a certain officer appointed to collect 
the revenue in 2 difisict dependent on the 
Company, became ‘acquainted with the 

Governor 
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Goyernor or head-man of a town and ter- 
ritory belonging to it, who held that ftation 
in the name ef the fovereign Prince, whufe 
court was eftablifhed in another part of the 
country. This delegated power he had 
{wayed for a long courfe of years, with ad- 
vantage indeed to himfelf, but without 
opprefling the people, _A report had been 
fpread that he had become exorbitantly 
rich: in confequence of which, the prince 
his mafter, agreeably to the manner of 
eaftern defpots, recalled him from his go- 
vernment to the city where he had fixed 
his throne, that he might plunder him of 
the wealth which he had acquired among 
his diftant fubjects. 


The Governor, having received orders 
to return home, was ftruck with all thofe 
apprehenfions which trouble and diftra@ 
the deputies of Afiatic chiefs and princes 
in fimjlar fituations. ‘To conciliate the 
favour of the tyrant by prefents, to pacify 
him by a liberal thare of the fpoil, is 
the meafure which prudence naturally dic- 
tates to the yiveroy; who cannot appeal 

O 4 to 
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1784. to any other law than the will ‘of his 


fovereign. - Bit nothing lefs than the 
whole is «commonly found fufficient te» 
gratify the rapacity of the prince himéelf, or 
thafe that are about his perfon. Nay the 
whole is nat always enough to redeem the 
poffeffor from imprifonment, torture, and 
death. For fame exaggerates the utmoft 
amount of his fortune. The more he gives, 
the greater the ftore is fuppofed to be from 
which he gives it. A confiderable hoard is 
ftil thought to remain: and, in order to 
wretft this imaginary treafure from the hands 
of the miferable owner, every inftrument of 
terror is employed that cruel ingenioufnefs 
can devife. 


The perfon whofe hiftory has given oc- 
cafion, at prefent, to thefe obfervations, 
was fully aware of the extreme danger of 
his fituation; and, in the anxiety of his 
mind, communicated what had happened 
to him to the Englith officer above-men- 
tioned. This gentleman, teuched with 
his diftrefles, and fenfible that he would 
ruique all that- was defirable or dear to man, 

if 
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if he thould return to his mafter; under- 
took to reprefent his cafe to the prefidency of 
, and at the fame time to make. them 
fully fenfible how well he deferved of the 
Englifh, to whofe interefts, indeed, he had 
fhewn an uniform attachment, This the 
officer did without delay, and comforted the 
Governor with the hope of the Company's 
protection. This was, in fact, readily 
granted. The Governor was invited with- 
in the boundaries of the prefidency’s jurif- 
diction, with affurances of perfect fecurity 
to his property, and fafety to his perfon, 





Upon this he moved off with his family, 
his furniture, and his wealth, carried on a 
number of elephants, to the town of 
where he now refides. 





b | 


To the officer who had been the means 
of procuring him this afylum, he was anxi- 
ous to fhew his gratitude by all poffible 
marks of affection, efteem, and confidence. 
He declared, that, notwithftanding the dif- 
ference of their religions, he could not help 
confidering the officer as of kin to his fami-+ 


ly, 
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ly, of whigh, under, God, the common Fa~ 


‘ther, of mankiud, {that was his expreffion) 


. be pad. been the Saviour. As the utmoft 
_ mark of:comfdence and favour he could be- 


ftow, he invited.the Englith gentleman to 
his Haram, that he might prefent him to 
his wives and family. The gentleman was 
very well pleafed with this invitation: but 
he obferved, fmiling, that this favour would 
be a trefpais againit the laws and cuftoms 
of his religion, which was the Mahomedan. 
The generous Muffulman faid, that there 
wags 10 reafon why all the world fhould be 
made acquainted with what pafied between 
them: and, for the act itfelf, if he confi- 
dered it as a deviation from duty in any de- 
gree, he feemed to think it a very venjal and 
light one, 


Upon a certain day, then, at an appoint- 
ed hour in the forenoon, the officer went ta 
vifit his friend, who received him in a large 
seftibule, attended by a numerous train of 
fervants. He was conducted, by a fpacious 
and elegant ftair-cafe, to a gallery that led 


‘to the women’s apartments, called the Ha- 
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ram, and alfo, in the Gentoo language, the 
Zenana, which look intoa fpacious garden, 
where the ladies ottafionally take the benefit 
of the freth air, enclofed with high walls. In 
certain apartments, at either end of this gal- 
lery, there wert feyeral females whofe bufineds 
it was to wait on theladies of the Haram. As 
foon as the Engtith officer entered within the 
hall, or what refembled a fpacious drawing 
room, the whole of the ladies rofe up from 
the rich carpet on which they reclined on 
cufhions of the fineft crim{on velvet, and in- 
clining their heads towards the ground, paid 
him the compliment of the fam with in- 
expreffible benignity and grace. Four of 
thefe ladies, diftinguifhed by the richnefs of 
their apparel, and the eafe and dignity of 
their mien, were in the rank of wives; one 
of whom feemed to exercife a {pecies of au- 
thority, to which the others paid a ready 
and cheerful deference. The other girls, 
to the number of ten or twelve, ferved as 
concubines to their mafter, and in forme re- 
{pects as handmaids to their miftreffes.— 
They were all of them, thofe efpecially who 
were in the honoured rank of wives, and 

defcended 


$19 


229 


APPENDIX. 


defcended. from good: families, very great 
beauties.'- They were well dreffed and high- 
ly perfumed: but the exquifite comelinefs 
and elegance of the wives was fet off and 
heightened with coftly jewels, which adorn- 
ed their ears and necks, and arms and ancles, 
and were ftuck in their thick and long black 
hair, which was braided and turned back in 
the moft graceful manner. 


They were aware #hat this ftranger was 
to be introduced. They had been informed 
of what he had done for the family, and it 
was, perhaps, in compliance with their fo- 
licitations that he was admitted to their 
apartments : for, like other females, as af- 
terwards appeared, they poflefied great curi- 
ofity; and they had never, probably, feen, 
and certainly never before been prefent and 
converfed with a native of Europe ; yet, 
they were not in the leaft abafhed or con-~ 
ftrained in their deportment. They were 
perfeGtly at their eafe, and behaved with 
great attention and complaifance to the En- 
glifhman, as well as with complacency to- 
wards each other. They invited him, after 

he 
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he was feated ona kind of low fopha, to 
partake of a collation, confifting of various 
delicacies, prefented from time to time by 
female flaves, who did not feem to be un- 
der the influence of any fear or awe, but 
were, on the contray, as well as the ladies 
who were their miftrefles, though refpect- 
ful and fubmiflive, unconftrained and cheer- 


ful. 


The ladies of the Heram, and efpecially 
thofe in the rank of wives, were very inqui- 
fitive concerning the people, the cuftoms, 
and manners of the Feringees* ; and efpe- 
cially of the Feringee ladies. One of them 
afked if England was a large country, and 
how many gates it had. This was a na- 
tural enough queftion: for what could fhe 
reafon but from what fhe knew? The only 
{pot of ground with which fhe was at all 
acquainted, was the garden adjoining to the 
Haram, or, at moft, the town in which 


fhe had formerly, or that in which. the 
now refided. 


* White people, or Europeans, 
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Anotheniafiged hirmy if i¢ was trud chad 
the ladies in:his country ‘went openly in the 
itreets, and into the mofques, without veils, 
and in the company of the men: and an- 
other, whether the men were centined, by 
the law, to one wife. Many other quefti- 
ons were put concerning European manners 
and cuftoms. The anfwers that were given 
to thefe by the Englith officer, appeared fo 
improbable to the ladies, that one of them, 
who feemed either so pofiefs, or to affect 
greater penctration than the reft, whifpered 
to one that ftood by her, that fhe was afraid 
that their protector, the title with which 
they honoured the gentleman, was telling 
a ftory. 


The mafter of the houfe, the common 
hufband of all the ladies, who fat by them 
all the while fmoaking his hooker, laughed 
very heartily both at — curiofity and their 
unbelief. 


It is eafy to conjecture that the wives and 
concubines of this Mahomedan chief were 
not fo much diftinguifhed as many of our 

Englify 
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Englifh ladies, by a tafte and ploficiency in 
literature. Many of the higher ranks a. 
mong the Moors, even princes and princef- 
fes, can neither read nor writes Yet they 
cannot be faid to be wholly uncultivated by 
letters. Their fervants or flaves, both male 
and female, inftructed in the arts of read- 
ing, writing, and arithmetic, fupply the 
want of thefe accomplifhments to theit 
lords and ladies, too indolent, or barbarouf- 
ly proud, to fubmit themfelves to any oc 
cupation that bears the femblance of appli- 
cation and trouble. ‘The ladies of the Ha 
ram that is the fubject of thefe notes, I 
underftood, on enquiry, were frequently en- 
tertained by fongs, and moft extravagant 
tales, in the oriental manner, fuch as the 
Arabian Nights Entertainments, read to 
them by their handmaidens. In this coun- 
try the fyftem of the late Lord Chefterfield, 
who confidered it as below a gentleman to 
practife on any mufical inftrument, is car-~ 
ried to its full extent and completion: for 
there the fine gentlemen and ladies avoid 
the labour of mufical execution, and of arts 
and {cienoes of every kind.’ 

As 
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1784. As the Hindoo ladies receive the benefit 


of books without the faculty of reading, 
fo they alfo enjoy the pleafures of mufic and 
dancing, without the trouble of taking an 
active part in either. I wonder, fays an 
Hindoo to an European who walks a minu- 
et at a ball, that you fhould take the trouble 
to dance, when you have, or may have, 
fo many fervants to dance for you. Cli- 
mate influences every human paffion, dif- 
pofition and fentiment, nay, and perhaps 
fome of our {peculative and moft abftracted 
opinions. ‘The Supreme Being, according 
to the Platonic philofophy, the product of 
an indolent climate, acted by a Demuurgus. 
And in Earth, as well as in Heaven, every 
thing, under ah enervating climate, is done 
by deputation. It is to climate, and that 
defpotifm to which climate gives birth, 
that we are to trace thofe ideas of predefti- 
nation and irrefiftible fate which prevail in 
Afia, and prepare the mind for an acqui- 
efcence in all events. Hence death is re- 
garded with lefs horror in India than in 
any other country in the world. The ori- 
gin and the cnfl of SH things, according to 

the 
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the philofophers of India, is a vacuum.— 
A ftate of repofe is the ftate of greateft per- 
feGtion: and this is the ftate after which a 
wife man afpires. It is better, fay the 
Hindoos, to fit than to walk, and to fleep 
than to wake; but death is the beft of 
all. 


It is no wonder, then, that the ladies of 
the Zenana chufe to be fpectators rather 
than actrefles in the operas exhibited for 
their entertainment. Balladieres, or dan- 
cing girls, a clafs of females who are allow- 
ed to be openly proftituted, are generally en 
tertained in wealthy families, for the amufe- 
ment of the women. The attitudes, as well 
as the movements of the Balladieres, are 
very eafy and not ungracefu]. ‘Their per- 
fons are delicately formed, gaudily attired, 
and highly perfumed. By the continua- 
tion of wanton attitudes, they acquire, as 
‘they grow warm in the dance, a frantic laf- 
civioufnefs themfelves, and communicate, 
by a natural contagion, the moft volup- 
tuous defires to the beholders. 
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The Hindoos, as, well as the Perfians, 
Tastazs,; and adjoining nations, wha have 
inhabited Hindoftan fince it, was conquered 
by Tamerlane, or Timurbeg, though of dif- 
fcrent nations, religions, laws, and cuftoms, 
pofiels neverthelefs, in equal degrees, hofpi- 
tality, politenefs and addgefs. In refinement 
and eafe, they are {uperior to any people to 
the weftward of them. In politenefs and 
addrefs, in gracefulnefs of deportment, and 
fpeech, an Hindoo is as much fuperior to a 
Frenchmar of fafhion, asa French cour- 
tier is to a Dutch burgo-mafter. A French- 
man is indeed by no means deficient in eafe 
of carriage ; but that eafe is mixed with 
forward familiarity, with confidence, and 
felf-conceit. The Hindoos, efpecially thofe 
of the higher Cafes, are in their demeanour 
eafy and unconftrained, full more than 
even a French courtier ; but their eafe and 
freedom is referved, modeft, and refpectful. 
A. Frenchman is polite becgufe he thinks it 
his honour to be polite: an Indian, becaufe 
he thinks it his duty. ‘The former is po- 


lite becante he. regards -himfelf; the latter 
_becaufe he re{pects you. _ ote 
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Their perfons are ftraight and elegant, 
their limSs finely proportioned, their fin- 
gers long and tapering, their countenances 
open and pleafant, and their features ex- 
hibit the mtoft delicate fines of beauty in 
the females, and in the miales a kind of 
manly foftnefs. Their walk and gait, as 
well as their whole deportment, is in the 
higheft degree graceful. The drefs of the 
men is a kind of clofe-bodied gown, like 
our women’s gowns, and wide trowfers, 
refembling petticoats, teaching down to 
their flippers. Such of the women as ap- 
pear in public, have fhawls over their 
heads and fhoulders, exactly fuch garments, 
and worn in fuch a manner, as the Scotch 
plaids, fhort clofe jackets, and tight drawers 
which come down to their ancles. Hence 
the drefs of the men gives them, in the eyes 
of Europeans, an appearance of effeminacy ; 
whereas that of the women will appear rather 
mafculine : {uch is the influence of habit and 
cuftom on human fentiments; an influence 
which extends not merely to matters of tafte, 
but, as the ingenious Dr. Smith, in his 
Theory of Moral Sentiments, obferves, to ob- 
jects of higher importance. 
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roy: ae ‘ody 
_From the, difference of Caftes or clafles 

of the people in Hindoftan, I mean, the 

original inhabitants, there arifes a differ- 

ence of education and drefs, But even the 

inferior claffes are taught reading, writing, 

and arithmetic: the youth are taught, not 
within doors, but in the open air; and it is 

a fingular, but not unpleafing {pectacle, to 
behold, in every village, a venerable old 
man, reclined on a terraced plain, teaching 
a number of furrounding boys, who regard 
him with the utmoft reverence and atten- 

tion, like a fhepherd feeding his flock. In 
thofe fimple feminaries, where the want of 
magnificient halls and theatres is d:vinely 
compenfated by the {pacious canopy of 
Heaven, the gentle and tractable fons of 
the Hindoos are not only prepared for the 
bufinefs, but inftructed in the duties of life ;, 
a profound veneration for the object or ob- 

jects of religious worfhip ; reverence of their 
parents; refpect for their feniors; juftice 
and hymanity towards all men, but a par- 

ticular affection for thofe of their own, 
Caffe. 
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The Hindoo language is beautiful, ex- 
prefiive, and nervous. In rébding dnd Ypeak- 


tng, the Hindoos are very muftal.’ Their 


{petch, like that of the Italians, flows in a 
kind of numbers. There is a dead lan- 
guage, underftood only by the Arferati of the 
country, that is, the priefts, called the San- 
fertt Janguage, in which their facred vo- 
lumes are written, even as our facred {crip- 
tures are written in Greek and Hebrew. 
But whether that language was originally 
different from that of the country, or whe- 
ther it has only zow become unintelligible to 
the people, through that change which is 
incident to all living languages, is, I believe, 
not well known, 


Having already obferved, that the genius 
of the Hindoos is rather imitative than in- 
ventive, I need fcarcely add, that they have 
lefs curiofity in their nature than the Euro- 
pean nations have; that they do not vary 
their fathions; and that they are not fond 
of novelty beyond the precincts of their Ha- 
rams. From the temper and tenets of this 
people, as well as from feveral hints in an- 
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cient hiftorians, it appears more than pro- 
bable, that the fame kind of garments, of 
food, of furniture, of buildings, and of man- 
ners, which obtained among their progeni- 
tors thoufands of years ago, actually prevails 
among the Hindoo tribes at this day. In 
like manner, the fame profeffions are ad- 
hered to by the fame families with fuperfti- 
tious exactnefs. Thofe profeffions are ex- 
ceedingly numerous. This divifion and 
fubdivifion of employment and labour ; the 
vaft variety of caftes, from the Bramins 
down to the fifherman, is one proof, among 
many others, of the antiquity of the Hin- 
doo nation, and their progrefs in the arts. 
It appears very fingular, that the different 
caftes are not only prohibited from inter- 
marrying, but alfo from eating with one an- 
other, and, in fome inftances, even from 


eating of the fame kind of food. 


The food of the Hindoos is fimple, con- 
fifting chiefly of rice, ghee, which is a kind 
of imperfe& butter, milk, vegetables, and 
oriental {pices of different kinds, but chiefly 


what is called in the eaft, chi//y, and in the 


welt, 
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weit, green or cayenne pepper, The, war- 
rior caffe may eat of the fleth of goats, mut- 
ton, and poultry, which is drefled into car- 
ryes and pilaws*. Other fuperior caftes 
may eat poultry and fth; but the inferior 
caftes are prohibited from eating flefh or 
fifth of any kind. Their greateft luxury 
confifts in the ufe of the richeft {piceries and 
perfumes, of which the great people are 
very lavifh. Their drefs, in point of rich- 
nefs, is proportioned to their ftations : their 
pomp and equipage confift in a numerous 
retinue of fervants of various denominations, 
who attend all their vifits and excurfions ; 
in the dreffes of thofe attendants; the ele- 
gance of their palanquins; and the capari- 
fons of their horfes, camels, and elephants, 


* Carryes are a kindof fricaf/es of mutton, fowl, or fifth; 
the fauce of which is campofed of dried vegctables, pecu- 
liar to the eaft, and fine rice, boiled with very little water, 
introduced on a feparate plate: The fauce of the fricaflee 
is poured on the rice, and the meat laid above both. The 
pilazv is fine Patna rice dry-boiled, and fried with ge, 
which has been already defcribed, mixed with various fpi- 
tes, and particularly the cardamen, brought in on a large 
difh, in which is concealed, amid& the rice, a boiled fowl, 
or part of a kid, or of a lamb. 
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It: i9 {upertipens to dbftrve,d the.in! donfe- 
quence of dhigttanitiplitity of diffeiint ranks, 
tho Hindded dave the highef ideas of fih- 
ordination, -andcpay to their faperiors the 
fame teady. deference and homage, which 
‘they expect themfelves from their inferiors. 


Their houfea cover much ground, and 
have {pacious gall¢ries and accommodations 
of various kinds. ‘Thé apartments are {mall, 
and the furniture not very elegant, if we 
except the richeft Perfian carpets. The 
grandeur of their palaces confifts in baths, 
perfumes, temples, gods, and harams. The 
harans are removed from the front of the 
houfe, and lighted either from a {quare {pace 
in the centre of the whole building, or from 
a garden behind, enclofed by thick and high 
walls, fortified, fometimes, with baftions. 
The appare] of the women is inconceivably 
rich; they have jewels on their fingers and 
about their necks, and alfo in their ears and 
noftrils, with bracelets not only on their 
wrifts, but on their arms above their 
clbows, and on their legs areynd their 
ancles, 
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- Althoupds the Hihtioos areaieaally: the 
moft-inoffeifive of alt mortals; yt toes-thefr 
humanity tonfift! wore. “in- ab fiaiding ‘fron 
injurious, than int the performance of berie- 
ficent aétions. ‘There isa wonderfu) mild- 
nefs in their mannets, and alfo in their law?, 
which are influenced by their manners; by 
which the murder of an humana creature, 
and of a cow, are the only crimes that‘are 
punifhed by death. Yet with all this-gei 
tlenefs of difpofition, they-are inferior to the 
boifterous Europeans, with all their’ vices, 
in the virtues of compaffion and génerofity. 
They are wanting in that tendernefs which 
is the moft amiable part of our nature.— 
They are lefs affeCted by the diftrefles and 
dangers, and even the accidental deaths of 
one another, than any nation in the old 
or new world. Yet they /ove to excefs: 
a proof, either of the inconfiftency of the 
human character ; or that the amorous paf- 
fion is not derived from the nobleft part of 
our nature. : 

Although the practice of Hindoo women 
burning themfelves on the funeral piles of 
their hufbands, and-embracing in the mean 

time 
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time theinsdead, bodies in their arms, be not 
fo penendl anw.4s it has formerly-bech, yet 
does’ it {til prevail among fome of the wives 
o6.anen of high -cafte and condition: and 
although this: effort of frantic love, cou- 
yage, and ambition, be deemed an aggran~ 
dizement of the family’ and relations of 
both hufband and wife, but efpecially of 
the wife’s, yet their friends and relations 
conftantly endeavour to difluade the women 
who declare their refolutions of durning, 
from carrying them into execution, Even 
the Bramuns do not encourage this practice. 


The caufes which infpire Hindoo wo- 
men with this defperate refolution, are the 
following : 


In the firft place ; as the wife has from 
her earlieft infancy been betrothed in mar- 
riage to her hufband, and from that time 

. das never been permitted to fee another 
man; as fhe is inftructed to believe that 
he is perfectly accomplifhed, and taught to 
refpect and honour him ; as, after confum- 
mation, fhe is fhut up from.the company, 
couverfation, and even the @giat'06 other 
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men, with ftal greater care, if poffble; 
than before, ‘being now debarred from {ee- 
ing even the father or elder brother of her 
hufband, the bonds of her affection muit 
needs be inconceivably ftrong and indiffo- 
luble, To an European lady, the Zenana 
naturally appears in the light of an horrible 
prifon: but the daughters of Afia never 
confider confinement to the Zenana as any 
hardfhip. They confider it as a condition 
of their exiftence, and they enjoy all the 
happinefs of which they have any concep- 
tion; their whole defires being concentered 
and fixed on their hufband, their children, 
their food, jewels, and female attendants,— 
There are inftances of women making elope-~ 
ments from the Harams with European 
gentlemen. But thefe are not, in general, 
of the firft families ; nor free from the im- 
putation of Joofe behaviour. 


In the fecond place, if the wife furviye 
her hufband, fhe cannot marry again, and 
is treated as an inferior perfon, and an out- 
caft from her family. Nay, fhe is obliged, 
in her mournful and hopelefs widow-hood, 
to perform. all the offices of a menial fervant. 
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In the third ‘place, fhe is flattered with 
the idea bf having immortalized ‘her name, 
and agprandized her childten, and her own 
and hufband’s families. 


Laftly, the is rendered infenfible to the 
pains and horrors of what fhe is to fuffer, 
by thofe intoxicating perfumes and mixtures 
which are adminiftered to her after the has 
declared her final and unatterable refolution 
—I fay her final refolution, bécaufe one or 
two declarations, of an intention to die with 
her huiband, isnot fufficient. The ftrength 
of her refolution undergoes a probation.— 
There is a certain time prefcribed by the 
Gentoo law, during which her family and 
friends exert their utmoft influence, in order 
to diffuade her from burning; and if fhe 
perfift in her refalution to the end of that 
period, it is not lawful to ufe any more 
pertuafions with her, to abandon it. If fhe 
fhould alter her purpofe after that period, 
fhe would be punithed with the lofs of all 
caftes, and live in a ftate of the moft cém- 
plete mifery and contempt. Nay, if an 
European or Chriftian does but touch. her 
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very garment with his finger,, when theis 
going to the pile, an immediate ftop is 
put to the ceremony, fhe is forced to live 
an outcaft from her family, and from the 
Gentoo religion. 


It is a natural objed& of curiofity to 
know, in what manner, after all thefe 
ftimulatives to perfeyerance, the tender fex, 
among a foft and effeminate people, fuf- 
tains the near approach of a fcene fo full 
of awe and horror. Amidft her weeping 
relations and friends, the voluntary victim 
to love and honor alone appears ferene and 
undaunted. <A gentle {mile is diffufed over 
her countenance: fhe walks upright, with 
an eafy but firm ftep; talks to thofe around 
her of the virtues of the deceafed, and of 
the joy with which fhe will be tranfported 
when her fhade fhall meet with his; and 
encourages her forsowful attendants to 
bear with fortitude the Aght of thofe mo- 
mentary fuffeijngs which fhe herfelf is about 
to feel. Having afcended the funeral pile, 
fhe lays herfelf down by the body of her 
hufband, which fhe fervently embraces.— 
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A dofe of! sicotic mixtures is then ad< 
miniffered ‘for the! laft tithe ; and inftantly 
the perfon, whofe office it is, fets fire to the 
pile. 


Thus the moft determined refolution of 
which we can‘ form‘any conception, is 
found in the weaker fex, and in the foft 
climes of Afia. It is to the honour of that 
fex and thofe climes, that the greateft cou- 
rage they exhibit, is the effect, not of the 
furious impulfes of rage and revenge, but 
confcious dignity and love. 


Ié might naturally be imagined by an 
European, that the feveral wives of one 
man, for polygamy is.general throughout 
all Afia, would regard one another with 
mutual jealoufy and averfion ; and that they 
in reality do, has been afferted by writers 
of high reputation. ‘The faét however is 
quite otherwife: though each has ther own 
feparate apartment, they vifft one another 
with great friendfhip and cordiality ; and if 
they are of the fame cafe, will occafionally 
eat together. The hufband is fometimes 
ae : reftrained 
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reftrained from eating ‘with his wives; 
either by a regard to cuftom ; or;'as I have 
been informed. by fome of :the Gentoos 
themfelves, by a precept of their re-~ 
ligion. 


Thefe obfervations, fome of which are 
applicable only to thofe of the Gentoo reli- 
gion, are indeed a digreffion from the 
prefent fubject: but without a notion of 
certain general cuftoms and {fentiments, 
common to all, it would be difficult ta 
form a juft conception of any particular 
Haram. With refpe&t to the Haram that 
was vifited in the capital of one of our 
Eaft-India fettlements by an Englith officer, 
I have only to add, that the children of bis 
friend were prefented to him, as well as his 
ladies, and that, at his departure, he was 
complimented with a diamond ring by one 
of them, who feemed to be the moft fa- 
vouréd and refpected Sultana, and with a 
moft graceful and benign falam from the 
awhole. The matter of the houfe obferved, 
with a {mile, that he repofed perfect confi« 


dence in the gentleman’s difcretion. 
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B. 


A Narrative of the Treatment of the Englifh 
Prifoners taken at Bednore, by the Nawaub 
Tippoo Sultaun Babauider, on the 28th of 
March, 1783. By an Officer. 


A 

HE fiege of Bednore having lafted {e- 
venteen days, a ceflation of arms took place 
on the 24th of April, 1783, and, on the 
26th of the fame month, Brigadier-General 
Richard Mathews, commander in chief of 
the forces on the weftern fide of India, 
called a council of war, who, after delibe- 
rating on the fituation of affairs, came to a 
refolution of capitulating on the following 
terms, viz. 


«< That 
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t¢ That the garrifon fhould march out of 
«* the fort with the honours of war, and 
‘* pile their arms on the glacis: That all 
«© public ftores fhould remain in the fort: 
* That all prifaners taken fince the fiege 
‘* began fhould be delivered up: That, after 
‘* being joined by the garrifons of Cowla- 
** droog and Annantpore (who were includ- 
‘© ed iti thefe articles) the whole fhould have 
‘¢ full liberty to march, unmolefted, with all 
‘ their private property, to Sadafhagur, from 
*‘ thence to embark for Bombay: That 
<* Tippoo Sultaun Nawaub Bahauder fhould 
¢¢ furnifh a guard to march with the Englifh 
‘troops, for their protection through the 
“country, which guard fhould be under 
«« the orders of Brigadier-General Mathews: 
«* That Tippoo Sultaun Nawattb Bahauder, 
‘* fhould likewife furnifh the Englifh troops 
‘* with a plentiful bazar, and propet convey- 
¢* ances for the fickand wounded, during their 
“‘ march to Sadafhagur: That a guard of 
** onie hundred Sepoys, from the garrifon of 
‘¢ Bednore, with their arms and accoutre- 
“¢ ments, and thirty-fix rounds of ammuni- 
‘© tion, fhould attend Brigadier-General Ma-« 
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««-thews as a body-guard, during the march 
‘* to Sadathagur; and that Tippo Sultaun 
«¢ Nawaub Bahauder, for the performance 
‘< of the articles on his part, fhould deliver 
‘© two hoftages prior to the garrifon’s march- 
‘< mg out of the fort.” 


The capitulation having been figned, the 
hoftages received, and doolies fent for the 
fick and wounded, the garrifon marched 
out of the fort, with the honours of war, 
on the 28th of April, 1783; and, after pil- 
ing their arms on the glacis, were immedi- 
ately efccrted by a ftrong body of the enemy 
to a tank about half a mile beyond the 
Onore Gate, where the General was inform- 
ed he muft encamp that night, to which he 
reluctantly confented, it being his intention 
to have marched two miles further. When 
the whole came up, the enemy furrounded 
us, and pofted fentries on every fide, be- 
yond whom no perfon was permitted to pafs. 
The General calling for his body-guard, 
was informed, that the enemy had forcibly 
taken away their arms and ammunition im- 
‘mediately on their leaying the fort, and had 
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alfo deprived many of tlie officers of their 
fide arms. Lieutenant M‘Kenzie of the 
100th, who had a few days before been thot 
through the breaft, was forced out of his 
dooly by the enemy, with their bayonets, 
as he was coming out of the fort, and feve- 
ral others were treated in the like cruel 
manner. Captain Facey, of the Bombay 
eftablifhment, with fifty fick and wounded, 
were detained in the fort till next morning, 
with Mr. Shields, affiftant-furgeon, which 
latter gentleman informed us, that an Eng- 
lifhman in the Nawaub’s fervice had taken 
an opportunity of telling him, he was ex- 
tremely forry to fee him and his fellow- 
fufferers in fo miferable a fituation: that 
there was not the {malleft hope of ever be- 
ing given up, or of getting away; as the 
Nawaub had employed feverai artificers in 
forging irons for the garrifon, ever fince his 
arrival before Bednore; and that he himfelf 
had been taken and ufed in the fame man- 
ner in the Carnatic, after the trodps had 
capitulated. 
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Barly ia, én morning, while we wete 
preparing to march, the General received a 
meflage from the Nawaub, defiring to fee 
him, together with Captains Eames and 
Lendrum, of the Bombay eftablifhment, and 
Mr. Charles Stewart the paymaifter. He 
accordingly went, accompanied by thofe 
gentlemen, and carried feveral of the officers 
fervants along with him, in hopes of reco- 
vering thofe articles ot which they had been 
plundered. Soon after their departure, a 
geod bazar, furnifhed with a great variety 
of provifions and other articles, arrived in 
camp: at the fame time people came to 
carry away the doolics, out of which they 
threw the fick and wounded in a moft in- 
human manner, dragging thofe who had 
lately fuffcred amputation by the ftumps, 
and leaving them in that painful wretched 
condition upon the bare ground, entirely 
expofed to the heat of the fun. Being afk- 
ed the caufe of fuch barbarous ulage, the 
inhuman wretches replicd with the mof 
infulting indifference, ‘‘ We have received 
‘* orders to make the doolies two feet long- 
“ex.” The troops hed waited with the 
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greateft impatience for the General’s return 
till five o’clock in the evening, when intel- 
ligence was received, that the General, and 
the gentlemen who accompanied him, were, 
immediately on their arrival at the Durbar, 
(without being admitted into the Nawaub’s 
prefence) made clofe prifoners. While we 
were lamenting the miferable profpe& held 
out to us by thefe melancholy tidings, and 
waiting the iffue ina ftate of the utmoft 
anxiety, we were alarmed by the arrival of 
an additional force of the enemy, when the 
guards turned out and pofted double fentries 
all round us; their defign was eafily feen 
through, though they endeavoured to lull 
our fufpicions with the pretext, that thofe 
guards which had been firft placed over us, 
were a part of Mahomed Ally’s troops, 
who were going to be relieved, in order to 
he fent to Mangalore, 


The next morning we perceived the ene- 
my had fent fpies into every part of our 
camp, and emiffaries employed to entice the 
troops to enter into their fervice. About 
ten o’clock, a meflage was received from 
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the Nawaub, _ defiring to know what num- 
ber of tents ‘we wanted, at the fame time 
informing us wé were to remain there fome 
days: the tents we refufed; but a letter, 
figned by all the officers, was written to the 
Nawaub, requiring him immediately to ful- 
fil the terms of capitulation. We fent this 
letter by Major Fewtrill, of the Bombay 
eftablifhment, who was ordered into Bed- 
nore with Captain Alfton, commanding of- 
ficer of his Majefty’s troops, and Lieute- 
nant Younge, Major of Brigade to the 
Bombay troops; but na anfwer was re« 
ceived. 


Early the next morning a report prevailed, 
that the troops were to be plundered of their 
property, which we foon found to be true; 
for at ten o’clock the bazar was taken a- 
way, the guards ordered under arms, all the 
European officers fent for immediately to 
the {pot of ground from whence the bazar 
had been removed; where we were, one 
by one, plundered by the enemy, in the 
moft rude and fcandalous manner, of our 
horfes, palanquins, money, plate, watches, 
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and other valuables. In'thort we were de- 
prived ofeyery article, except our bedding 
and clothes, and fearched moft minutely in 
every part, without the leaft regard to de- 
cency: the European foldiers, black officers, 
and Sepoys, with their wives and children, 
as alfo all the camp-followers, were fearch- 
ed and plundered in the fame indecent, infa- 
mous manner; and in the afternoon were 
marched under a ftrong guard to Bednore, 
leaving the fick and wounded to perifh on 
the ground: fhortly after the European of- 
ficers, with their fervants, were likewife 
condu€ted to Bednore, where we were 
clofely confined in the barracks, which had 
been formerly occupied by a battalion of 
our own Sepoys ; and from the time thefe 
remorfelefs villains began to fearch and 
plunder us, we had nothing of any kind to 
eat, till twelve o’clock the next day, at 
which time they brought and delivered to 
each perfon, one pice, and a feer of the 
coarfeft rice, which they informed us was 
to be the daily allowance of officers and 
fervants indifcriminately, 
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On. the .gth of the fame month; all our 
fervants, pxcept one to.each officer, were 
taken away,:, The expreffions of {forrow 
which thefe poor creatures fhewed on this 
accafion cannot he eafily defcribed; their 
affeGtion to their mafters, added to the ap- 
prehenfians of being led away to death of 
flavery for life, praduecd the {trongeft ¢mo- 
tions of grief ; and as we could ogly lament 
their fate without affording them the fmall- 
eft affiftance, our minds were moft deeply 
affected, 


On the 6th, the fubaltern officers be 
longing to Annantpore, were brought pri- 
foners to the barracks, who informed us of 
their having {een the officers of Cowladroog, 
and the garifons of that place and Annant- 
pore, in irons; and alfo, that all the fing 
young men of the third and fifteenth 
battalions of Sepoys, were, by order of the 
Nawaub, forcibly taken away in order to 
be made flaves of, and put into his Cheelah 
battalions. 


On 
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Qa the 7th, Lieutenant Morrifon ef the 
rooth regiment, and Lieutenants M‘Kenzie 
and Barnewell, of the Bombay eftablifhment, 
were brought in chains; the two former 
gentlemen were taken at Cundapore, the 
Jatter at the commencement of the fiege, 
with Captain Gotlich of the Bombay efta- 
blifhment, Thefe gentlemen informed us, 
they had’-been in irons for fome days.— 
This day we wrote a letter, figned by all 
the officers prefent, to Lieutenant-Colone] 
De Coffigné, commanding officer of the 
French troops, reprefenting to him, in a {p1- 
rited manner, the Nawaub’s bafe violation 
of the conditions on which Bednore furren- 
dered, as alfo, his-(hameful and cruel con~ 
duét towards the trogps in general, requeft- 
ing, in the name of his Britannic Majefty, 
and the Eaft-India Company, that he would 
ufe his moft ftrenuous endeavours with the 
Nawaub, to perfuade him to adhere to the 
terms of the capitulation, or, if he failed of 
fuccefs in that point, that he wonld, at 
Jeaft, obtain a mitigation of the inhuman 
and unprecedented ufage we had met with, 
We contrived to fend this letter by a 

French 
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French officer, who had been taken prifoner 
by us dasitp. the lege, and: had come to 
the barracks, with a furgeon of that na- 
tidn, to saturn the civilities he had received 
from fome of our officers, during his con- 
finament. We flattered ourfelves with 
great hope of redrefs from this letter, par- 
ticulasly as the French officer affyged us that 
Lieutenant-Colonel De Coffiggitas very 
well inclined to exert himéfelf in our caule, 
and as he gave us his word of honour that 
he would immediately wait on the Colonel, 
and deliver him our letter; but, to our ute 
ter aftonifhment and mortification, we 
never received an anfwer from Lieutenant- 
Colonel De Coffigné, nor did any other of 
the French officers come near us during 
our ftay in the barracks, or offer us the 
fmalleft relief in our diftreffed fituation.— 
The chagrin we felt on this occafion, contri- 
buted not a little to enereafe the indifpofition 
of many of the officers, whowere daily falling 
fick of fevers and fluxes, which we could 
only attribute to our wretched food, and 
the putrid fteach arifing from the privy. 
The French furgeons would afford us no 

affiftance ; 
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affiftance ; our own furgeons had it not in 
their power, having been plundtred of their 
inftruments and medicines at the time of 
the general fearch. ‘The fame day Doctor 
Carmichael of the Bombay eftablifhment, 
was fent for by the Nawaub, to vifit Bri- 
gadier-General Mathews, whom he found 
much ir of " poled ; and by whom he was 
informea, that the Nawaub was endeavour~ 
ing to intimidate him into a furrender of ail 
the forts in the low country, by threaten- 
ing to blow him away from a gun, -in cafe 
of his non-compliance, 






In the evening the Nawaub was fo gene- 
rous, as to fend us a prefent of thirty-five 
{mall fowls and a few falt fathes, to be di-~ 
vided among upwards of eighty officers, 


On the 8th, in the morning, the cap- 
tains belonging to the garrifons of Cow- 
Jadroog and Annantpore, together with Cap~ 
tain Gotlich, (who, as before-mentioned, 
was taken prifoner at the commencement of 
the fiege) were brought under a guard to 
the barracks, and were fhortly after remo- 

ved 
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ved (with the rett of the captains, Mr. Gifs 
ford, Surg@¥in’s»Mate of the rooth regi- 
ment, Lieutenants Barnewell and Olivier, 
of the Bombay eftablifhment, and Mr. 
Chiek, Deputy Commiflary) to a feparate 
place of confinement, 





On the gth, we were ordere repare 
to march, and were informed Id not 
be allowed coolies to carry our baggage: 
we therefore packed up as much linen ag 
we could well carry ourfelves, and giving 
our bedding to our fervants, we all, except 
Captain Pyne and Enfign Jenour, of the 
102d regiment, and Captain Facey, with 
Lieutenants Williamfon, Baird, and Lee, of 
the Bombay eftablifhment, who were in toa 
defperate a fituation, from their wounds, 
to be removed, went into the ftreet, where 
we were firft ftripped of our coats, and 
then chained two and two, by the hands, 
three of the officers being linked to pri- 
vate foldiers ; after which, we were a fe- 
cond time feareched and plundered. We 
were then fecured in another houfe till 
about three o'clock in the afternoon, when 

we 
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we were led through crowds ofgpeople, int 
this ignominious manner, more like crimi- 
nals going to the place of execution, than 
Britifh officers made prifoners contrary to 
the rules of war, to the enemy’s camp, a 
fhort diftance beyond the Delly Gate, where 


we heard gye were to be confined in a ftrong 





foit, c hettledroog. The enemy, at 
the time we were leaving the barracks, 
gave us an inftance of the treatment we 
might in future expect to receive, in their 
behaviour to Lieutenant Alexander M‘Do- 
nald, of the Bombay eftablifhment, who 
was fo extremely ill that he could fcarcely 
ftand. This gentleman requefted permiffion 
to remain behind with the wounded officers, 
which they obftinately refufed, beating him 
and dragging him out by the heels: but, 
to the honour of the French, we were in- 
formed that their treatment of Lieutenant 
Lambert, of the Bombay eftablifhment, 
whom they had taken dangeroufly wounded 
at the commencement of the fiege, was full 
of tendernefs and humanity. 


On 
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On the ,2zoth, in the morning, as weé 
wens moving off the ground, each officer 
received three pice for that day’s fubfift- 
ence. We marched about fifteen miles, 
and found the apprehenfions of yefterday 
fully juftified by this day’s ufage on the 
road ; feveral of the gentlemen; who were 
ill, and much fatigued by the c heat 
of the fun, and the want of water, attempt- 
ing to reft themfelves under a tree, were 
beat in a moft unmerciful manner by the 
enemy, with {words and fticks, while others 
were driven on with the butts of their fire- 
locks, {pit upon, and abufed in the groffeft 
manner. Whenever we approached a town 
or village, four or five men were advanced 
in the front with horns and tom-toms, that 
the inhabitants might, by their difcordant 
mufic, be aflembled together to gaze at us 
as we pafled through. We proceeded on 
in this miferable condition, each day bring- 
ing on a renewal of our fufferings, till our 
arrival at Simoga, a fort on the banks of a 
river, fixty miles eaftward of Bednore, our 
allowance having been encreafed to one fa- 
mam cach per day, and coolies furnifhed to 


carry 
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earry our bedding and clothes, whenever 
the commanding officer of the efcort thought 
proper to procure them. As we were to 
halt here one day, we fondly expected fome 
little indulgences, efpecially for thofe gen- 
tlemen who were ill; but our inhuman 
enemy, a&,if delighted with every freth op- 
portun f augmenting our afflictions, 
when intreated to afford fome affiftance to 
Lieutenant Fireworker Weft, of the Bom- 
bay eftablifhment, and Serjeant Dobbins, 
of the 102d regiment, who had been ftruck 
with the fun, owing to our long and fevere 
marches, abfolutely refufed it, faying, ‘‘ they 
«© were only drunk,” and feemed to exult 
in their mifery, although the one was quite 
fpeechlefs, and the other raving mad: nor 
were they fatisfied with this, but even ex-- 
tended their brutifh infults to the lifelefs 
body of Licutenant Waugh, of the Bombay 
eftablifhment, whofe death was evidently 
haftened by the injuries he had received 
upon the road. 





On the 14th, we had the misfortune to 
lofe Lieutenant Clements, of the Bombay 
eftablifhment, 
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eftablifhmedit, who, on his departure frotrt 
Bednore, was in perfect good health, but on 
the laft day's march received a fevere ftroke 
of the fun, of which he died; chained to 
Enfign Gilkie, of the fame eftablifhment, 
who remained in that dreadful fituation fe- 
veral hours. In the evening, Zgeutenant 
Sutton, of the Bombay “abel. was 
feized with the cramp and fpafms in his 
Yomach. Lieutenant Reddie, who was 
hand-cuffed to him, and in great danger of 
having his arm broke, unriveted his irons 
by permiffion of one of the efcort, for 
which he was immediately taken to a tree, 
and threatened to be hanged, and ropcs were 
prepared for that purpofe; the Jemmidar 
inform:ng us he had received orders to hang 
every one who fhould even attempt to free 
himielf from his fetters: but on a fubmif- 
five reprefentation of the butinets, Lieute- 
nant Reddis was fo far indulged, as to ef- 
cape with a few lathes only. We again 
made application for affiftance fur Lieute- 
nant Sutton, to which we received the fol- 
lowmg brutal reply, mingled with a hige 
thare of eaftern abafe: “ Let him die, and 

yt ‘s when 
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** when he is dead we will drag him out of 
*« the camp by his heels:” however, by 
the merciful hand of Providence he reco- 
vered in a few hours. 


About ten o’clock at night, came ona 
moft violent thunder-ftorm, which lafted 
for fomedours, and having no kind of fhel- 
ter from the rain, we all fuffered exceeding- 
ly, particularly the fick, whofe diforders 
were much increafed by it. Some of the 
gentlemen, who were troubled with fevere 
fluxes and agues, being much affected by 
the rain and raw cold wind, went to fome 
fires made by the guard after the ftorm had 
ceafed, in order to warm themfelves; but 
were foon given to underftand that it was 
too great an indulgence for Britifh othcers 
to enjoy, being inftantly drove away from 
the fires by the enemy, with the butts of 
their firelocks. 


We left this place on the morning of the 
15th, and, after a fhort march, arrived at 
Holly Honoor, a fort fituated on the eaft 
bank of a rapid river, and, for the firft time 
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fince!iwe thegats; our maseh,. were bronglrt' 
undercover: "As the coalies were bringing 
Enfign Cadogan of the Bombay eftablifh- 
sment; who wags extremely if, into the fort, 
he endeavoured to fhift his pofture in the 
quilt in which he was carried, for which 
he received a biow on the head, and died tn 
a fhort time afterwards ; when kgiwas, in 
like manner with the former deceafed offi- 
cers, ftripped of évery article, and in that 
naked ftate thrown into an hole by the fide 
of the river, without fuffering ws te pay 
our laft duty to the deceafed. As we ap- 
proached the deftmed place of confinement, 
our efcort began to relax a little in their {e- 
verity, and iupplying bullocks to fome of 
the fick to ride on (for the ufe of which we 
gave part of the few clothes we had with uc) 
by flow marches we arrived on the 21/t of 
May, 1783, at Chittledroog, a {trong and 
almoft impenetrable fortrefs, irregularly built 
on the end of a ridge of hills, furrounded by 
a flat country, one hundred and twenty-eight 
miles eaftward of Bednore. Here we werc 
conducted in triumph te 2 ikreet Jeading to 
the.Durbar, where we were furrounded by 
Me la se > crowds 
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“écowds of people,- and detained till four 
é’clock in the afternoon ; at which hour all 
the fervants, except one to every five offi- 
cers, were taken away; they then divided 
is into two parties, and marched us up 
through ten very ftrong gateways, to the 
top of one of the higheft hills, where we 
were clofely confined in two feparate hou- 
fes; and after having a third time fearched 
and plundered us, our hand-cuffs were 
knocked off, and irons put to our legs.— 
Late in the evening, having had nothing to 
eat the wholé day, they brought us fome 
rice, with wood and water to drefs it; and 
next morning we were ordered to deliver up 
all our knives and papers, but were permit- 
ted to keep a few books, which fome of the 
officers had brought with them: they then 
furnifhed us with an hand-mill for the pur- 
pofe of grinding rice, which afterwards be- 
came our chief employment. About ten 
o’clock a Bramin came up, and delivered to 
each perfon one feer of the coarfeft rice and 
two pice, with wood fufficient to cook our 
victuals, which he told us was to be our 
daily allowance. Our fervants were allow- 
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ed each a pite'a-day. We were“alfo- fur. 
nifhed with a bazar pretty ‘well fupplied 
with every article exeept butcher’s meat.— 
We were at this time confined entirely to 
the two houfes, but informed that a privy 
was building in the outer yard, to which, 
when finifhed, we fhould be permitted to 


go. 


On the 2oth, this building being com- 
pleated, two gentlemen at a time were per- 
mitted to go into the outer yard, a {mall 
area furrounded by an high wall. 


On the 4th of June, we fent our comrli- 
ments to Dowlat Bhauee, the Jemmidar of 
the province, acguainting him it was our 
King’s birth-day, and on that account re- 
quefted we might be allowed fome meat ; 
in confequence of this application, out of 
his great gcnerofity, he condefcended to or- 
der a {mall Jean fheep to be delivered to us, 
for which we paid a moft exorbitant price, 
and which was but of little fervice to us, 
as we were forty in number. * e 


On 
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On the 8th, the wood which had hither- 
to been feryed to us was topped, nor would 
the enemy fupply us with more, until we 
confented to pay for it, which additional 
expence deprived us of half our daily al- 
lowance. On application being made for 
medicines for the fick, we were informed, 
that the ftricteft orders had been iffued not 
to fupply us with any; that we had not 
been brought there to live, and that the 
Nawaub would be very happy to hear we 
were all dead. This cruel treatment ope- 
rated very forcibly on the feelings of thofe 
gentlemen who were at this time in a bad 
ftate of health: many ot them fecined 
to defpair of a recovery, as thcy were to 
look for no affiftance but what nature might 
afford. Thus unhappily fituated, we ufed 
every means to procure {ome medicines, but 
all in vain, for the fentries (the only per- 
fons to whom we could apply) told ys, that 
however much they were inclined to contri- 
bute to our relief, it was not in their powcr, 


On the tgth, three women, who were 
confined with us, were decoyed out by a 
R 3 report 
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repott of fome fine falt Eth being inf the 
bazar : on their going out, the doors of our 
pfifon were immediately fhut, dnd {oon af- 
ter, we were alarmed with horrid thrieks 
and the cries of murder, and could plainly 
hear the women call upog us for affiftance; 
but as it was totally out of our power te 
afford them any, we could only deplore 
their fituation in anxious fufpence, not 
knowing what might be their fate: how- 
ever, an hour had not, elapfed before our 
apprehenfions were agrecably relieved by 
their fafe return, when they informed us 
they had been very roughly handled, and 
narrowly fearched, and that a few pagodas, 
which they had found means to conceal, 
had been taken from them. 


On the 1 sth, we were deprived of the 
bazar, nothing bemg brought for fale but 
four milk, falt, chillies ‘(or red pepper), ta- 
marinds, and tobacco. About midnight, 
Serjeant Dobbins, of the 102d regiment, 
who had been ill of a fever fome days, died; 
and when the doors of the prifom were 
‘opened in ‘the morning, we made the Wur- 

dee 
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dee Wollah * acquainted with the circum- 


flance, and requefted the corpfe might be 


immediately taken away, and decently in- 
terred ; for we feared the putrid ftench that 
arofe from it might o¢cafion fome infecti- 
ous diftemper; but, inftead of complying 
with our requeft, he told us we mutt dig a 
grave in the prifon, and bury him there; 
we then reprefented fo him the offenfive in- 
convenience of fuch a meafure, as likewife 
the difficulty of doing it, having no tools 
for that purpofe; to which he replied, 
‘© Dig it with your nails.” However, af- 
ter many humble entreaties, we at laft gain- 
ed.our point ; and the funeral fervice hav- 
ing been read, the corpfe was tied up in a 
mat, and carried out of the prifon by our 
fervants: after which the enemy tied a rope 
about the neck, and dragged it away. 


On the 2oth, they deorived us of the 
four milk, fo that we had then nothing to 
{ubfift on but rice alone, without any other 
vehicle than water to carry it down. Un- 


* Written afo VerpuvaLta. Very many of the Hin- 


doftannee words are differently fpelt, by different writers, 
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certain how>tlais dict might.apgrte. with .us, 
and feverak:.of the officers being: fick and 
deftatate of medicines, our fituation became 
wretched, and our profpects dreadful, from 
s belief that the worft was yet to come, and 
our fufpicions were ftill further increafed 
by their taking away a few onions, which 
one of the gentlemen had referved, from the 
time af our being deprived of the bazar, 
juft as they were going to be boiled. Our 
privy began at this time to be very offen~ 
five, for thofe who were ill were unable to 
go to the outfide, nor were any of us fuf- 
fered to have accefs to it from fun-fet ta 
fun-rife, for during that time the doors of 
our prifon were faft locked. Our cook- 
room, as well as the building juft men- 
tioned, was in the prifon, onone fide; we 
therefore laboured under another difagree- 
able inconvenience, from being in a conti~ 
nual {moke the greateft part of the day, 
while immenfe {warms of rats, bugs, fleas, 
and other kinds of vermin, conftantly dif- 
turbed our nightly seit. 


The 
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The daily-infults we received ~from oar 
cruel and tyranmical guards, joined to the 
reft of our trextment, when. compared with 
‘our former fituations in life, at times deo 
preffed our fpirits and hurt our feelings fe 
much, that words cannot do juftice to our 
fufferings: but, recollecting we were Bri- 
tons, and how fhameful it was to yield to 
gloomy defpair, we endeavoured to refume 
our ufual gaiety of mind, determined, by 
the help of Providence, to furmount every 
Aifficulty, in hopes of future revenge. 


About this time, died Lieutenant Willi. 
am Patterfon, of the 102d regiment. Be- 
fore his body was cold, our inhuman guards 
rufhed in, and, vulture-like, feized upon the 
few remaining things belonging to him, 
threatening to punifh with rigour thofe 
gentlemen who fhould attempt to conceal 
any pattof them. After permitting us to 
read the funeral fervice, the dead body was 
removed. We now became exceedingly 
anxious to learn the fituation of affairs, and 
punctually liftened every night to the con- 
verfation of the guard, from whom we ho- 
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ped to gather fome intelligence, and were 
not. difppaitted: for we were frequently 
eratafied with ale maoft flattering aad plau 
feble accounts of the fuccefs of our army 5 
whach accounts were fometimes confirmed, 
aad at othes times contradiGted, by the 4en- 
tries, with whom we had frequent oppor 
. gunities of conwerfing during rhe day. 


We queftioned them conoerning our Eu-~ 
aopeans and Sepoys, who were confined ia 
the fort, and they told us that the former 
were treated in the fame manner as our-~ 
Aeives; but that the latter, with our ici- 
yants, were only allowed one feer of raug- 
gy, which ss the wort grain in the coun 
try, and one pice each per day: that they 
were employed during the day to work as 
sookes, carrying ftones, mud, and chunam, 
(mortar made of ftone or shells) for creGung 
and repairing the enemy's warks, and that 
in the evening, after they had finifhed their 
labour, they were confiaed in prifon, with 
3rons upon their Jegs, and thar hands tied 
behind them. 


They 
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“They further informed us, that our Se- 
spoys had been frequently afked to enter into 
the enemy’s fervice, and threatened to be 
hanged in eafe they refnfed to do fo, being 
told at the fame tame, that all the Euro, 
pean officers had engaged in the fervice of 
the Nawaub; but that our Sepoys difre- 
garded their threats, and told them with a 
firm refolution, that they would fooner die, 
working 2s coolies, than enter into his fer- 
vice, and that they well knew none of the 
European officers would ever engage to ferve 
under him. This pleating news of the for- 
titude and fidelity of our brave Sepoys, who 
were labouring under fuch cruel hardthips, 
gave the utmoft fatisfaction, and confider- 
ably lightened the burden af our own {uf- 
ferings. 


On the 3d of July, Dr. Carmichael, of 
the Bombay eftablifhment, had his irons 
knocked off, and was conduGed below to 
vifit Dowlat Bhauee, who was fuddenly ta- 
ken ill. The Dodtor retuned in the even- 
ing, and informed us that, after prefcribing 
for the Jemmidar, he gave him a moft 

excellent 
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excelient.dinner, and made dim an-offer of 
yemaining ivan houfe below, which he de, 
clined. Dowlat Bhauee alfo promifed the 
DoGor that he fhould not again be put in 
ions, which was inviolably adhered to, 


On the 11th of this month, died Lieute- 
nant Auchinlech of the Company’s troops: 
He had been long ill of a flux, and 
though frequent applications were made 
to have his irons taken off, our crucl tyrants 
would not confent to it ; but, an hour before 
his death, they brought a black-{mith, and 
though we ftrongly folicited them not to 
,difturb him in his laft moments, they pofi- 
tively inGfted on knocking off his irons, 
which they effected with great pain to the 
poor dying man. 


On the 7th of Auguft, having been told 
by the centinels, that a Marratta army, 
with a detachment of Englifh troops, was 
approaching to Chittledroog, our {fpirits 
were much elated, as we could nat avoid 
giving fome credit to the report, from the 
gucumitance of fome of the principal men 

belonging 
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belonging to the government, coming up; 
and enquiring Whether any of us underftood 
the nature of mortars, or how to cut fuzees, 
of which we all difclaimed any knowledge: 
they then called out five officers, to whom 
theyoffered confiderable commands in the 
Nawaub’s fervice, as alfo to the reft of us, 
provided we would enter: but their offers 
were of courfe reyected with difdain. 


On the 27th, our daily allowance 
was augmented to three pice each; and 
we were informed that a ceffation of arms 
had taken place, between the Eaft-India 
Company, and Tippoo Sultaun Nawaub 
Bahauder, that a treaty of peace was actually 
on foot, and that the Burrah Myar would 
be fent by the Jemmidar, to acquaint us 
with it: we waited impatiently for a con- 
firmation of this joyful news, until five 
o’clock in the evening, when the Myar 
made his appearance, acquainted us, in a 
very formal manner, that peace was nearly 
concluded between the powers at war, that 
in the mean time we fhould have a bazar, 
and requefted to know all our wants. We 

were 
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deluded tito w fir belief of this intel 
eice, Pot ree days; ‘brit, Gr ithe fitt-of 
Sepeeniber: wee uindeceived Hy the bazar 
Peni agit taken away, and the additional 
pice ftrack off: upon making’ enquiry into 
the caufe of this fudden change, we were 
told, that ‘the’ Barna. Myar would: fatisfy us’ 
on that-head;-but ‘as he did not; at. that. 
time, pay us another vifit, we concluded it 
-was only a pretext calculated to ferve fome 


—— — ae 





On the sth af Odober,our daily fubift- 
ence was'again augmented to three pice, and 
the following day abazar was fent to us, in 
which was ghee, (a véry rancid fort of but- 
ter made from the milk of buffaloes) dholl, 
(a kind of peas which grow in {mall nar- 
row pods on 4 fhrub,) fugar, wheat- flour, 
maflaullaw, ({undry forts of {pice) — 
_—. and ee | 


On the 2oth; the Burrah ror a fe- 
cond time made his appeatanee, and we were 
in pteat expectation’ of teceiving formie:'a- 
— intelligence + but hie“errand was 
only 
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énly to enquire, whether any of ys ynder- 
ftood the method of making mutket-flinta, 
peper, or black-lead pencils, offering great 
rewards to any porfon who would infru@ 
him in. thofe arts. 


On the sth of November, we had the 
musfortune to lofe Dr. Carmichael of the 
Bombay eftablifhment, who had been ill 
for a confiderable length of time, and whofe 
death was much lamented by every gentle- 
man in the prifon. Though we found the 
weather in general milder here than on the 
fea coaft, and the monfoon net near fo 
violent, yet our prifon was not proof againft 
the rain, which came through moft parts 
of the roof, and occafioned a dampnefs 
that brought on a flow fever, of which 
the greater part of us were at this time 


ill. 


On the 4h of December, our {fervants, 
as they went to draw water, for the firft 
time, had the opportunity of {peaking to 
thofe fervants attending upon the gentlemen 
in the other prifon; frum whom we had 

the 
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the faticfaGiion to hear that they all enjoyed 
good health, and had only loft during their 
confinement, Mr. Browne, Quarter-maiter 
of the rooth regiment, Enfign Bateman of 
the Bombay eftablifhment, and a private 
foldier of the g8th regiment. At different 
periods we experinced various kinds of 
treatment, fometimes meeting with lefs fe- 
verity than at others: we had an inftance 
of their lenity on Chriftmas-day, when the 
bazar-man was directed to bring for fale 
abundance of fruit, {weetmeats, and vege-+ 
tables, together with fome fheep, two of 
which were purchafed by fome of the gen- 
tlemen, who had faved money out of their 
daily allowance for that purpote. 


On the 3d of January, 1784, died, 
rauch regretted, Lieutenant Drew of the 
Bombay eftablifhment, after a paintul line 
gering illnefs. Having the curiofity to en- 
quire how they difpofed of the bodies of the 
deceafed, we were affured, by different 
people, that they were thrown over a pre- 
cipice into a morafs, where they were de- 


voured by tygers and vultures. ’ 
n 
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* On the roth, butcher’s meat was allowed 
to be brought into the bagar, and fold in 
{mall quantities, in common with other ar- 
ticles, Our treatment was now much 
better than heretofore ; we wanted for no- 
thing that we could, with our {mall allow- 
ance, afford to purchafe; and as many as 
chofe were permitted to go to the outer 
yard, from fun-rife to fun-fet. From this 
great alteration in the behaviour of the ene- 
my, as well as from their 1epeated affurances 
that peace was concluding, we were led to 
believe that the happy day would foon ar 
rive when we {fhould be freed from out 
fhackles, and once more enjoy the liberty of 
Britons. 


On the roth of February, died Lieute- 
nant Hugh Moore, of the 98th regiment, 
who, fome days before his death, had been 
indulged with a room to himfclf, in an 
houfe in the outer yard, which after his 
deceafe, we were permitted to occupy du- 
ring the day. We were now pofitively af- 
fured that peace was concluded, and that 
all the prifoners would be releafed in a few 

Vou. If. S days, 


273 


274 APP BLN DIIKI 3 


days, which ‘happy period we anxisufly 
waited fot; -bat: having been ,fo :often.de- 
ceaved, we much firfpected.the- truth ofthis 
intelligence, notwith{tanding the indulgent 
behaviour of the enemy. 


Qn the 23d of March, however, all ohr 
doubts were cleared up, for early in the 
morning, the Wordy Wollah came with 
feveral black-fmiths, and mformed us he 
had received orders from Dowlat Bhauce 
to knock off our irons, and to acquaint us 
that peace was concluded, and that we were 
to be releafed in a day or two. The emo- 
tions we felt on receiving this joyful and 
moft welcome news, joined to the plealing 
fenfation of having our legs at liberty, no 
pen can defcribe; for a while, nothing 
but rejoicings and congratulations were 
heard eae from every part of the 
prifon. 


After we were freed trom our fetters, we 
remained two days to get the proper ule of 
-our limbs ; and on.the asth,.in the marn- 
. ing, we bad adies to ene Were cOn- 
seni 7 ducted 
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dicted to an open {pace of ground, junit 
without the prifon, where we had not been 
long, before we difcovered at a diftance our 
brother officers, who had been feparated 
from us on our arrival at Chittledroog ; 
and fuch was our eagernefs to meet, that 
the fixed bayonet of the guard could not 
prevent our running feveral yards to em- 
brace each other : this was a period of blifs, 
of which the firft monarch in the world 
might juftly have envied us; we were fo 
drowned in joy, that for a while we forgot 
we were ftill in the hands of the enemy, 
but were foon recovered from our trance, 
by receiving orders to proceed below, which 
we gladly obeyed, and at about ten o'clock, 
atrived at the Kutchery, (a building erected 
for holding courts of judicature and tran{f- 
acting all public bufinefs in general,) where 
we had the inexpreffible pleafure of meet- 
ing with Mefirs. Gordon and Brunton, 
two Lieutenants of the Madras eftablith- 
ment, who had been taken prifoners fome 
years before, and of fecing many other of 
our fellow-fufferers, both Europeans and 
Sepoys, bat were not permitted to converfe 

S 2 much 
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much with the latter, Oye fervants, who 
had been taken, from us, on our arrival at 
Chjttledroog, were, delivered over to us, 
from whom, gushed tears of joy at the fight 
of their mafters. They informed us, that 
feveral of our flave-boys had been taken out 
of prifon and carried away: we now there- 
fore demanded them to be given up to us, 
but could obtain no other redrefs or an- 
fwer, than that ‘* they were all dead.” 


Svon after our arrival here, we had the 
moi tification to fee fevera] bafkets of hand- 
cults placed before us, for the purpote of 
again linking us two and two: but on ma- 
hing a forcible reprefentation to Dowlat 
Blanes, and on figning a paper, wherein 
we gave our paroles ‘of eel for our own 
good behaviour, and bound ouifelves an- 
{werable for that of the troops, he relin- 
quifhed his intention of making us fuffer 
that horrid, ignominious punifhment.— 
But we were not fo fuccefsful in our ftrenu- 

cis application in behalf of our brave, faith- 
fal foldiers, for they, poor fellows, were 

“ubliged to cadure that crug] indjgnity. 
As 
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"As micht ‘of the officers and mien were’ 
nearly naked, ard all of us in want of thoes, 
we made an application for a fum of money 
to be advanced to us, on the Honourable 
Company’s account, and were informed by 
Dowlat Bhauee, that a Buckfhy (pay-maf- 
ter) would be fent with us, who would 
fupply us with every thing we could have 
occafion for. Having been detained in the 
Kutchery till four o’clock in the afternoon, 
we were then all conducted to the burying 
ground, about one mile and an half diftant 
from the fort. As foon as we halted, we 
all affembled together, and on relating to 
each other our fufferings, we found, that 
the officers who had been feparated from 
us, were ufed in every refpect in the fame 
manner as ourfelves. Mefirs Gordon and 
Brunton had formely been confined at Se- 
ringapatam, where they were treated tole- 
rably well, and for the firft fix months 
were not put in irons. About twenty 
months before our arrival at Chittledroog, 
they were removed with feveral European 
foldiers taken at the unfortunate action 
where Colonel Baillie was cut off, to that 
“s S 3 fort, 
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fort, where th were at frit treated remark-~ 
ably well, having meat and liquor daily fer- 
ved out to them, exclufive of their allow- 
ance of rice and pice, and were befides 
fupplied with a plentiful bazar, 


The capture of Bednore occafioned their 
being treated fomething worfe than before, 
but not to any degree of feverity, till thofe 
gentlemen were detected in a correfpondence 
with Lord Macartney, governor of Madras, 
and in endeavouring to fend a letter to us: 
in confequence of this difcovery, they were 
confined by themfelves in a {mall dark room, 
the door sf which was fuffered to remain 
open only one hour during the day ; irons 
were put on their hands, as well as their 
legs ; they were fed on the {weepings of the 
rauggy ftorehoufe, being alfowed only one 
feer each of that grain per day; they were 
alfo depraved of the bazar, and in every re- 
fpect treated with the utmoft rigour for 
fome months, till the ceffation of arms, took 
place, at which time their irons were taken 
off, the door of their prifon kept openall day, 
and ever after ufed in the fame manner as 

we 
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we. were... We learned from our fervants, 


“"e 


that what | we heard of the guard 3 in the be= 


BM ti 


ginning ¢ of | July Yo “Fegarding opr’ Europeans 
and. Sepoys, was ratty true. _ 


On the 26th, “having ’pectived no allow- 
ance of rice or pice for the preceding. day, 


we afked for fome victuals, and fome hours 


after, a feer of rice and one pice was deli- 
vered to each perfon. We were amazed at, 
and did not know how to account for the 
reduction of our pittance; for, as peace 
was concluded, we naturally imagined our 
allowance would rather have been augment- 
ed than reduced ; but, on inaking an en- 
“quiry into the caufe, we were told, that the 
Commiffioners from Madras, employed in 
“negotiating the treaty, had ftipulated for no 
. kind of provifions for us, and that the Na- 
waub had {ent orders to furnifh us with juft 


as much as was barely fufficient to fapport 
_ life. 


In ‘the’ evening we received i in elligence 
- frama Sepoy, who had formerly been in the 
Englith, fervice, ‘that. Dowlat Bhauee had 
| ‘e 4 °° detained 
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detained fifteen of our drummers and flave-~ 

boys, and coafined them ia an houfe clofe 

te that where. he lived ; alfo, that the Jem-_ 
midar had kept back ten European foldiers, 

and twenty-three Sepoys, whom he fepa- 

rately confined in different parts of the 

fart, and had given out that they were 

dead. 


, This day and the 27th, feveral parties of 
our European foldiers and Sepoys, from va~ 
rious parts of the country, joined us; and, 
as foon as they could get an opportunity, 
many of them fhewed their gratitude and 
geneiofity, by fending feveral of us a little 
money, which they had contrived to fave 
when they were firft taken. As feveral of- 
ficcrs obtained peinuffion to vit their men, 
we learncd that the Europeans had been 
better uled than we werc, except at one 
place, where, having only a feer of rauggy, 
and one pice to fubfift on, they gave part of 
that allowance for pieces of dried fheep- 
fkins, which being the only fort of animal 
food they could procure, they were afflided 
with the flux to fuch a degree, that out of 

‘ two 


APPENDIX. 


two hundred and thirty, only one 
hundred and thirteen furvived; and the 
enemy were fo rigid, as net even to al- 
low them to wafh their hands and faces 
or comb their hair, for the fpace of 
four months. Our Sepoys were equally 


opprefied in every prifon, all of them having- 


been employed as coolies, carrying mud, 
ftones, and chunam, the whole time of 
their confinement, without any other allow- 
ance than one feer of rauggy and one pice 
to each; befides which. they were daily 
punifhed with ftripes, and threatened to be 
hanged for refufing to enter into the 
Nawaub’s fervice, and in confequence of 
this cruel treatment great numbers of them 
died. One circumftance, with which we 
were made acquainted by fome of the Euro- 
pean foldiers, fo much redounds to the 
honour of the Sepoys, that it ought not to 
pafs unnoticed.—In fome of the prifons 
where the Europeans and Sepoys were con- 
fined together, the latter faved money out 
of their daily allowance, and purchafed 
meat for the former, at the fame time tell- 
ing them, they well knew the cuftoins of. 
Europeans, and that they could not fubfift 

without 


as 


cS 
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wihput;,it, Wher. on; theic march, alfo, 
they would not (offer the Europeans to carsy 
theis knapfagks,, but the Sepoys,,toak them 
and carried them them(elves, telling the Eu- 
ropeans they were better able to bear the 
eheatof the {ua than they were, the climate 
- being naturaltp then, 


On the 28th, doolies having been provi. 
ded for the fick, we began our march, 
guarded by an efcort of fixty cavalry, and 


_ Ave hundred ipfantry, under the command 


of Meer Buckfhy, for Oofcottah, where, as 
Dowlat Bhauce informed us, all the prifon- 
ers were to be collected, and where we 
fhould meet fome of our own gentlemen 
fent from Madras, provided with money, 
and every other article requifite for our re- 
ception. The doolics were only four feet 
long, and in every refpect fo bad and in- 
commodieus, that no perfon who could 
poffibly crawl would accept of one. Be- 
fore we quitted the burying-ground, we ob- 
tained a promife to march at what hour we 
chofe; but that promife was not adhered to, 
for we feldom or exer ;decamped before 
fun-rife. During the march, and after we 

halted, 


APPENDIX, 


halted, the guatds were very particular in 
keeping the feveral parties feparate? but the 
Buckfhy was fo good as to allow many of 
the Europeans to take off their irons, 


We had made but few marches, before 
we found that rice alone -had not fufficient 
fuftenance in it to fupport us under the fa- 
tigues of conftant marching in the fun ; we 
therefore made a propofal to the bazar-man, 
to fupply us with more neceffaries of life 
out of his fhop, at the rate of four pagodas 
for one, to be paid him on our arrival at 
Oofcottah, to which, after much entreaty, 
he feemingly with reluctance confented; but 
he exacted fuch an extravagant price for 
every article, that we did not recetve more 
than the value of half a rupee for every 
four pagodas ; however, that was a matter 
of very little confequence, when put in con- 
fideration with the prefervation of our lives. 


Nothing further material happened till 
our atrival at Seerahungy, on the 8th of 
April, when the Buckfhy informed us, he 
expected a gentleman high in the Compa- 

; ny’s 
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ny’s Civil: feayice at Madras, would.cvertake 
us that night, ag, he had heard‘he was very 
neag,;,.and thé next morning,’ before the 
rear had marched ‘off the ground, the gen-" 
tleman alluded ta, aid Entign Fomblong, 
of the fame eftablifhment, overtook us. The 
appearance’of thefe- gentlemen gave us in- 
expreflible fatisfaction, for nothing could be 
more agreeable to us, at this time, than 
mecting with fome of our own countrymen. 
Thofe gentlemen who were in the rear were 
very cordially received by Mr. Fomblong ; 
but the other Englith gentleman’s conduct. 
was not fo pleafing, for though he had it 
much in his power to have affifted us if he 
had chofen it, when he was requefted by 
one of the officers to ufe his endeavours 
with the Buckfhy, to have all the men ta- 
ken out of irons, he replied, ‘‘ the ftuation 
<< the troops were then in was the beft and fr~ 
** cureft way of marching them.” 


Another officer reprefented to this gen- 
tleman the many diftreffes of the officers 
and men, and particularly mientibned their 
being bare-footed, as ald the necelfity we 


were 
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were reduced to of purchafing thé mere ne- 
ceflaries of life from the bazar-man, at foch 
an exorbitant intercit. In anfwer to which, 
this gentleman: told him, he could give us 
no affiftance ; he and afked him, how he in- 
tended to difcharge the bazar debt? Then 
immediately turning to another officer, with 
the cooleft indirference, he afked him what 
corps he belonged to. The officer who ad- 
drefied this gentleman in behalf of himfelf 
and fellow-fufferers, was fo fhocked at thofe 
words, and his behaviour, that he could 
make him no anfwer, but tcok his leave in 
filent aftonifhment. 


This extraordinary behaviour in a gentle- 
man who poflefled ample means of doing us 
fervice, hurt our feelings more feniibly than 
any thing we had hitherto experienced.— 
Such treatment from the enemy might, in 
fome degree, have been expected ; but to re- 
ceive it from one of our own countrymen, 
and from the firft perfon, too, who was an 
eye-witnefs of our diftrefs, was cruel beyond 
meafure. Allowing, what indeed but, too 
plainly appeared, that this gentleman did 


not 
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not ‘poffefe ainch of ‘the milk of haman nc 
hire, yet fiirely foch a icent of diftrefe:might 
have proveked fome {parks ‘of oompaffion, 
efpecially as the affiftance he might‘have 
procured for us, would have coft him no 
more than a bare application to the perfon 
under whofe charge we then were. After 
a fhort ftay, this gentleman and Enfign 
Fomblong proceeded on their way to Ban- 
galore, the former leaving us a prefent of 
fix bottles and an half of various forts of 
liquors, which our fituation did not allow 
us to refufe, as we concluded it might be 
of fervice to fome of our companions who 
were fick. 


On the 12th, having loft, by death, only 
two Europeans, we arrived at Oofcottah, 
where we found Lieutenant Dallas,-of the 
Madras cavalry, who had been appointed by 
the commiffioners to receive the prifoners. 
Mr. Dallas’s behaviour was widely differcnt 
from that of the gentleman, whofe conduc 
I have been relating. The contraft was a 
very pleafing one, for Mr. Dalls came to-us 
in. _ evening, accompanied by Jueutenant 

M‘Alliftor 
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M‘Alliftor and Cornet Lenriard, of the: Maz 
dras cavalry, and with the moft friendly 
good nature, offered every = he was 
able to afford us. + 


On the 13th, another party of prifoners 
arrived, whom the Commiffioners had col- 
lected on their march from Mangalore, 
when a fecond happy meeting enfued, and 
in the evening we all joined Lieutenant 
Dallas, and were delivered over in change 
to Beem Row, a Bramin appointed by the 
Nawaub to conduct the Dritith pritoners 
from Oofcottah to the Carnatic. We now 
enjoyed a greater fcope of liberty, than we 
had ever done fince we were captured, 
being allowed to range over the whole 
camp; and Beem Row was fo good as to 
take all the troops out of irons, though he 
had orders to the contrary : we alfo lived in 
perfect luxury, compared to our late mode 
of exifting, for Mr. Dallas furnifhed us 
with tents, and daily fupplied us with meat 
and liquors ; and ufed all his exertions to 
give general fatisfaction. This day arrived 
from Bangalore Mr. Sadlier, and Colonel 

Braith- 
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Braithwaite, of the Madras eftablifhment, 
which latter gentleman obtained permifs 
fion from the Nawaub to proceed to 
Madras, with Mr. Sadlier, before the other 
prifoners: they accordingly fet out for the 
Carnatic the next morning, leaving a large 
quantity of the Company’s liquors, and two 
thoufand pagodas, which fum was after- 
wards diftributed, referving a part for the 
other prifoners, whe were hourly expected: 
each of the officers received two-pagodas, 
each of the failors one pagoda and an half, 
and each foldier one pagoda; the Sepoys 
did not receive any until fome days after, 
when they each fhared one rupee and an 
half. Each of the officers alfo received a 
hat, a pair of fhoes, four pair of {tockings, 
and a fufficient quantity of broad cloth for 
one coat ; thefe articles having been fent up 
by the Government of Madras. 
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Prifin Song in Seringapatam. 


I. 


Yr folks of Madras, 
Who your time gaily pafs, - 

Unheedful of forrow’s fad tale ; 
Could you lift to my fong, 
You'd not think it wrong 

To take a fhort peep at our Jail; 
The writer fo merry, 

The ftiff feeretary, 

The gorger on turkey and ham, 
Not doom/’d to relicve, 
Might laugh in his fleeve 

At his friends in Seringapatam. 


Vou. Il. T But 
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Il. 


But, firft, could you guefs 
Our whimfical drefs, 
Or fhould I the matter difclofe ; 
I fear, on my life, 
Whether maiden or wife, 
Your ladies might cock up their nofe : 
Shirt, jacket and trowzers, 
And chains, curfed rowzers, 
Which oft we eternally damn, 
The chief drefs compofe 
Of your prifon-pent beaux, 
In jail at Seringapatam. 


III. 


Nor let mé refufe, 
Like an ill-natur’d mufe, 
But gladly include in my tafk, 
So worthy of lays, 
Let me fing the loud praife 
Of the fagely-contriv’d gally-gafs : 
Ceafe Pinchley, to crack, 
With your friend at your back, 
Your inventions are all but a fham 
To this guard o” the fkin, 
On each fhambling fhin, 


Tn chains at Seringapatam. 


Iv. 


Some fups of the place, 
With fcraps of dull lace, 
Their 


APPENDIX 291 


Their old batter’d beavers bedeck 3. 
Whilft with patches of red 
Some their jackets befpread, 

For want of a cuff or a neck: 

In huge moorman’s flippers, 
Not unlike Dutch fkippers, 

Some make a moft graceful falam 3 
Whilft fome with their toes 
Sticking out of their fhoes 

Trudge the jail of Seringapatam. 


V. 


At break faft our food 
Might not appear gord, 
Compar’d with your toaft and your tea 5 
Yet the praies Tl! utter 
Of conjee and butter, 
Or hcppers well fiicd in good ghee. 
We’ve thick four tyre *, 
What can we denre, 
And al! for a golden fanam : 
We've milk and we've rice, 
And we've every thing nice, 
Tn the jail of Seringapatam. 


VI. 
For dinner we ufe 


The moft delicate fiews, 


* Sour milk. 


T 2 Serv’d 
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Serv’d yp ina pew-fefhion’d fyles ; 
Yet when ina 
Difpenfe with a curry A 
Tho’ fometimes we've roaftand we've boil’d : 
No pinch’d pitty-patty, 
Each man has his chatty 
Of -high-flavour’d goat or of ram, 
Then drinks in pure water 
Wife, Miftrefs, or Daughter : 
The toaft at Seringapatam. 


Vil. 


Then could you but fee 
Our afternoon’s tea, 
Your cuftoms to better muft yield ; 
Nor would you fip long 
Your flop of Souchong, 
gut fly to the herb of the field ; 
When jaggary fyrup 
We mix and we ftir up, 
Convine’d you'd furrender the pal, 
And ftrike off old Hyfon, 
That nervous flow paifon, 
For tea of Seringapatam. 


Vili. 


Some fly faving cubs, 
By hoarding uicir dubs, 
I'l! warrant old hands at that trade ; A 
Oft indulge in a fwinger 
OF nice preferv’d ginger, 
Or orange in rich marmalade : 


dl 
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Our evenings ‘We pafs, 
Like the gay at Madras, 
With Whift, with Spadille, and with Pam, 
Cheroot *, hubble-bubble, 
Then {mother our trouble 
In jail at Seringapatam. 


1X. 


Each temperate day 
With health glides away, 
No triffings + our forenoons profane ; 
We kick up our cruppers 
At high-feafon’d fuppers, 
Which fleep fiom our eyes mizht detain : 
Yet forne with difgrace 
Have bepimpled their face 
By decoGtion of doll or of gram, 
Or the high plantain fritter, 
For freedom much fitter 
Than jail at Seringapatam. 


x. 


Nor here be forgot 
Our neat bamboo cot, 

Unpainted, uncerv’d, and unguilt 5 
Nor that beit of all rugs, 
When divefted of bugs, 

Which we find in a beggarman’s quilt: 
We lay ourfelves flat 
On aclean three-dub mat, 


* Cheroot is tobbacco rolled up in Sagars. 
+ Luncheons. 
T 3 Our 
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Our pillows with ftraw we do cram ; 
We find {weet repof®,' 
Often freed from our foes, 

Oft releas’d from Seringapatam. - 


XI. 


You’d think we were far gone 
To hear but the jargon 

Of nations fo ftrangely combin’d ; 
We've Danes and we’ve Dutchmen, 
You fcarce have feen {uch men, 

And {carcely again will you find : 
We’ve Sawneys and Paddies, 

And braw Highland laddics, 

Free Britons in here too they ramm ; 
The Swifs and the Frenchman, 
The leek-loving Welchman, 

Allchain’d in Seringapatam, 


XII. 


Fach trade, each profeffion, 
In various progreffion, 

You'd find in our prifon’s {mall round 3 
We’ve carpenters, taylors, 
We’ve {nuffmen, and failors, 

And fage politicians profound: 

The lawyer, phyfician, 
The cruel mufician, 

The good Commandant Sid Abram ; 
The painter, the poet, 

‘The great wit, the no wit, 

All, all in Seringapatam. 


The 


XIIL, 


The Muffulmans aut * 
Is extenfively taught, os 

Nor pafs we our days like dull fots ; 
With a ftone for a fcraper, 
Deny’d pen and paper, 

We write on the fragments of pots: 
We’ve books few in number, 
But not like your lumber 

Our fhelves do they ufelefsly jamm ; 
Each night in the guard, 

Left we ftudy too hard, 
They’re fecur’d, in Seringapatamt. 


XIV, 


Some fweet recreation, 
Each day in rotation, 
The fadnefs of each doth amufe ; 
Nor like Wife Men of Gotum, 
Reject we Tee-totum, 
Chuck marbles, or Game of the Goofe; 
Some roar the loud fong, 
“ To Anacreon ;” 


* Language of Moors. 

+ So fuperftitious and abfurd was their dread of Europeans, though in 
prifn, and fo extravagant the notions they entertained of our art and 
knowledge, that t ey were apprehenfive left, if the few books we had 
fhould be left in our hands in the night time, we might in fome unlucky 
hour, by means of fome fpells or enchantments, in which they might be 
inftrumental, contrive to make our efcape, or to overcome our giiards and 
deftroy the prifon, 


T4 More 
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More pioufly fome raife a Pfalm ; 
Some rattle the dice, 
Some catch rats and mice, 

‘In jail’at Serihgapatam. 


XV. 


Still thus let’s difguife 
Our fadnefs and fighs, 
‘Thus chace away chilly defpair ; 
Refigh'd to’ouf Woes, | 
And the chains of our foes, 
Submit to the feldier’s hard fare ; 
Let’s think each to-morrow 
Mutt fhorten our forrow, 
Let hope ferve inftead of a dram, 
That freedom once more 
May open the door 
Of our Jail at Seringapatam, 
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D. 


Prifin Song in Bangalore, 
I, 


Ar length now that liberty dawns, 
The Mufe who lay dormant fo long ; 

Companion to mis’ry in bonds, 
Upraifes her head with a fong. 

To you our old friends in Madras, 
Who furely our fuff’rings bewail ; 

While your hours fo cheerfully pafs, 
View the fcenes of our Bangalore jail. 


II. 


In affluence rolling at eafe, 
You’ve nothing to hope or to fear 5 
You live and you rove as you pleafe, 
Unconfcious of what paffes here. 
Retire then from pleafure and play, 
And lift to our forrowful tale ; 
Regard not the news of the day, 
While we fhew you our Bangalore jail, 
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How can we be cheerful and gay, + 
When hunger affails us fo keen ; 

How can we with fix cath a day, 
Repel the invafion of fpleen ? 

In vain our hard fate we repinc, 
In vain on our fortunes we rail ; 

On MuHaga Fony we dine, 
Or Conjee, in Bangalore jail. 


IV. 


Like horfes we’re pent in a fhade, 
Like felons we’re Joaded with chains ; 

And while mother earth is our bed, 
Wre float in the time of the rains. 

The centinels piac’d at the door, 
Are for our fecurity bail ; 

With mufkets and chaubucks fecure, 
They guard us in Bangalore jail. 


V. 


Along the Veranda we ftalk, 
And think on paft pleafure with pain; 
With arms enfolded we walk, 
And figh for thofe pleafures again. 
And oft is our thinking confin’d, 
To means of projecting 2 meal 5 
Which if we effect to our mind, 
We're happy in Bangalore jail. 


VI. 
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VI. 


As famine approaches our cate, 
More faving we grow in our fare; 
Refolv’d to encounter our fate, 
We bury the thoughts of defpair. 
We feel with regret our decay, 
So meagre, fo lank, and fo pale ; 
Like ghofts we are rang’d in array, 
When mutter’d in Bangalore jail. 


VI. 


Then while the beft days of our prime, 
Walk flowly and wretchedly on ; 
We pafs the dull hours of our time 
With marbles, cards, dice, or a fong ; 
While others fit mending their clothes, 
Which long fince began for to fail ; 
Amufements that lighten the woes 
Of the captive in Bangalore jail. 


VITl. 


The doétor, with joy in his face, 
Arrives with a timely fupply ; 
He brings the glad tidings of peace, 
And that our releafement is nigh. 
Since freedom to vifit us aciyns, 
In raptures we open the mail ; 
Difcordant we rattle our chains, 


The mufic of Bangalore jai. 
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A P PEN DI X. 
"RE, 


‘Prifon Expences of Serimzapatam 


Expence: of fizting up a Prifoner newly arrived at Seringapatam. 


.(D.[C. 
On E piece of coarfe cloth, = makes 
two fhirts - 4 = 
Chints for onc jacket - = = | 2% of o 
Lining for ditto - = # Ii ol o 
Moorman’s flippers - - « -~ | FT| 3] © 
Leather and tape for gaJigafkins * - | 01 3] © 
Beggarman’s quilt, of old raget - | 1! o| o 
Mart, to fleep on - - = | 0] 3/0 
Straw for pillows - - - - | 0! 1] 0 
Bafket for clothes - - -‘'«» Io 5| © 
An earthen chatty to eat off - - | QO} o| 2 
Qne earthen bafon,2 gogicts - - | of 3 | © 
A china or wooden fpoon = - oO} 2; 0 
Half piece of PMECEES: for pillow-cales, 6 
towels, &c.  - >f : 3 
A long drawer ftri ring - - Oo} ri Oo 
A wooden comb - - Oo}; oO} 2 
Jaggary Pot (molafles) - = o|f oO 7 
rooms + - - - Oo; Oo} T 
Lamp - - - - = Oo} of] o! 
‘Tape to queau hair - - - Oo} 3} o 


~ 
Us 
i) 


°, 


® The galligafkins are made of leather, and wore under the irons to 
preferve the fkin. 


+ A beggirman’s quilt was a garment made of rags, colle@ted from all 
bands, and of all colours, wathed and f wed together. Jt was worm and 


emfortable, though an obje@ of laughter. : 
Articles 
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Articles of Luxury, only to be o tained by 
the Opulent after.a Length of Saving. 








O F.'D.IC. | 
NE common knife -~ = = {| 1 qo! 
One penditto - ~ %= = = Jo} glo] 
One comley, as a covering - - | 4] 6J0 3 
Bamboos and ropes for a cut - - | apo, 
Bamboosforaftool - - - - |o] 8fo 
Paper per fheet - = = = fol re 
Reeds for pens, each - - - {afolz 
Sweetmeats, pur fick - - = fol or 
51x plaintaus —- - ~ - = FO; ro) 
Six limes - = - = = | o}] 10 
Four oranges - - - - | o] 110 
Six guavas - - - - - | oj ajo 
Three mangoes - - - = | Oo} s' 6 
Eight cheroots - = = = | oO} 3} 0 
Tobicco in fte'« (reed for f 19".ing of of of 
Dieffing a huttle-bub.le p.r week, at | | a! o 
three chulums per cay (three or four) 
Keeping a pair of pigeons, perweek = - =| 0} ¥} 4% 
Paint, pope, pafte, &c. for making a pack ol gf o 
ofc.rds = - - - - - 
Ditto for making back-gammon table - | O} 2] 0 
Jory forone pur Sdice - - - | 0] 51 0 
Chefs-board of paper,and men - - }9 8] 3. 


® Coroneats ate d's of tuLacca and, lantans, and certs. pines. 


} 


APPENDIX. 


On Week's Expeme for a Mofs of Eight Gentlemen: 
7 Breakfaft and Dinner. 









TUESDAY. 

































































Monpay. c ae 
Cutcheree. Fow! Curry. |e Als 
Four loaves bread * - lolglo 
Malk - = = ad OIi2ifL£ 
Hutter - - - - [O}4]0 
Burnt rice, as a « e-coftee - l|olilo 
fubfiitute for 1} 0/Four fowls - |2!olo 
coffee - Curry ftuff - |0/3)2 
Rice - - 7\olTwo feer rice - {0} 7/0 
Doll - -~ 10!3 hee - - 1017/3 
Ghee - - |ojg jojGreens - - a5 Ps 
Onions - ~- {0{3{OjChatties -  - olalo 
Cloves, &c. - [O14 0 Wood - ~ lol4lo 
Wood - - |0)4,0 
Salt - - one Q | 
Total [4 0! 3 | T otal s'glo 
WEDNESDAY. F Fae TuHurspay. fe gle 
Mutton Curry. jn A ->| Mutton Brked. Ss fal iS 
Bread - - ols o|Bread Ss - ~ Bla. 
Mik - - jolatr|Milk - - 40|2 I 
S,utt'r = - -~ jol4|o|Butter  - - |014 0 
Rice-coffee - jol1}o Rice-co‘te - olny. 
One quatter mut oat {1} 2 (Muttton 2 quarters 2/21 
Rice - - Joiz}2 Gress - - 0.3.9! 
Curry ftuf& = - |°)3)2 Spiccs - o|2 2 
Gree - -~ {o|giojrepper - - {0}2|0 
asreens- - jolo{3 {Sale - - {O]|3]O 
Wood - - |9}4,0 Wood - - |0}4j0 
ED at 
Total 4l5|2 Total |6\5|2 


FRIDAY. 


APPENDIX. 





























































FRipay. i\2 & . SaTuRDay. ap 
8 
Doll Pepper Water. al Qa | Fowl Curry. {fa 75 
Bread - - |folgjo [Bread - = jo 
Milk 7 - {or2izriMilk ~ a R “ : 
Butter - = 0/4) 0|Butter - - 1O\|4}0 
Rice-coffee - }|o[1| 0|Rice-coffee - lolulo 
Doll - = }|0]/3)0(\Four fowls - |alolo! 
Rice ae - |0/7{|2|Ghee “ ~ {7 2} 01 
Curry ftuff - |0/3/2;Curry fluff - lol8la 
Ghee - - |0/4/0/Onions - - |o}3!'o 
Wood - ~~ |{0/4{0 |Rice ~  - jo 7|2 
Wool - - |0/4°0 
| | Chilleys - - 0) 2 a 
Total Is |x Total 6! at! 
SUNDAY. alg = |TOTAL. EXPEFNCES| -§| 4 24 
Mutton Curry. |< = S| ortuewerrk. (3a 5, 
Bread ~ - {0 glo Monday Es & 4/2/34 
Butter - - {0 4 | , © "Puefday - - 15 8 ,2 | 
Milk - - |0/2(1|Wednefday - [4 5124 
Rice-coffee - jo {1/0 |Thuiday - 6 | 5 i 
Mutton - - {1|2\0{Friday - - 1315.1 
Rice - - {0|7)2|Saturday - - |e a 
Ghee - - |9}5|OjSunday - - 417| 0; 
Currv ftufFf - |0/3}2 —|— j 
Wad - - {0/4/0 Total |35' 3} 1, 
Grecns = - {910)3 ‘eae 
|! -—| Received sre ae 
Total i4 7| Hyder - S i 


By 


ke 


4 


 APPERDIE: - 


, By the: above ralculation,’ each gentle- 
insifi (hares two gold fanams and feven, dubs 


per Week; and there, remains three dubs 
-and three-cath in-the caterer’s hands to- 
wards the expenas's of the week enfuiing.— 


This farplus, frdna beiag laid out in Pia 
arrack in” the early age of this Ieciety, ob- | 
tained, and ftill goes by | the name of Ar- 
rack Money, and is our ‘éqly fund for 
clothes, payment of a fanam per month 
each to a wafherman, medicines, and the 

incidental expences of jaggary, oil, foap, 
limes, thread, needles, tape, chatties, pub- 
lic fubfcriptions, &c. &c. The fanam 
changes for eleven dubs and .four_ cath ; 


‘one dub, eleven fanarys, one pagoda. 


~ 


